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Round ‘n Rounds 


Earnings in Sheets 


And By-products Topping ‘Bananas 








*The Music Goes Round and 
Round,’ likened by many as an- 
other ‘Yes We Have No Bananas,’ 


is destined for greater commercial }/ 


revenue that ‘Bananas. Sesides its 
phenomenal sales of 330,000 copies 
to date, in about two weeks’ time, 
the song has been setting records 
for a single day’s business that has 
the entire music business gasping. 

On Jan. 2 it sold 42,174; Jan. 3 (a 
Friday), Select Music (Santly-Joy) 
filled orders for 57,667, and the fol- 
lowing Monday (6), since there is 
no shipping on Saturdays, the pub- 
lishers filled orders for 102,176. This 
excludes a telephonic print order to 
Canada for 50,000 copies to be pub- 
lished in the Dominion for the Ca- 
nadian trade, rather than shipping 
from New York. 

Song’s commercial by-products 
are staggering. Tommy Rockwell of 
Rockwell-O’Keefe which, with 


George Joy, Lester Santly and Bingy 


Crosby, controls the Santly-Joy and 
Select music publishing enterprises, 
has deals on with round-and-round 
Dobbs hats, special clothe for femme 
apparel, bracelets, cigar stores, 
books and other merchandise. 
In addition three film deals were 
pending at one and the same time 
(Continued on page 58) 


REHEARSE FILM LIKE 
PLAY, IN A THEATRE 


Paris, Jan. 5. 

Sacha Guitry and his troupe are 
following a new method of readying 
film ‘New Testament,’ based on last 
season's Guitry click of the same 
title. They’re rehearsing the play 
at the Madeleine theatre just as if 
they were going to put it on as a 
legit. Only when they’re ready 
they’ll start shooting in a studio. 

Play will be filmed almost exactly 
in its legit version, except for a few 
cuts. Guitry, who hated films for 
years but is now going into them in 
a big way, is thus carrying out his 
idea of making pictures as much 
like legit as possible. 

Producer of ‘New Testament’ is 
Louis Aubert, local picture pioneer, 
who has been out of the business 
for a year. 











MUGGING GRIDDERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Football players are hogging test 
cameras at studios here. 

Those getting mugged are Monk 
Moscrip and Glen Owen of Stan- 
ford and Buster Raborn, Southern 
Methodist center, 





Jan Peerce for Opera 
Jan Peerce, who is currently on 
the Chevrolet show with Dave 
Rubinoff over NBC, figures on mak- 
ing his opera debut in Italy next 
Summer, 


Iie also sings with the Radio City | 
Music Hall. 


7 Times 





F The average vagde act now 
enjoys about the same period 
of life as the common housefly, 
and its offspring are as numer- 
ous, 

For instance there’s Mills, 
Kirk and Martin. Since hav- 
ing their day and going off to 
Buffalo, this threesome has 
served as the nucleus for the 
following acts: Mells, Kirk and 
Martin; Mells, Gold and Raye; 
Mells, Kirk and Howard; Mar- 
tin and Carr; Mills and Mar- 
tin; Gold and Bernie; Raye, 
Prince and Clark. 

Talk about rabbits! 


IST HISTORICAL 
PIC (1894-1911) 
SHOWN 


By ROBERT BARAL 


Initial exhibition of the first group 
of historical films to be circulated 
by the Museum of Modern Art Film 
Library was screened last week at 
the Museum of Modern Art head- 
quarters on West 58d street, N. Y. 
Six early films are included in the 
group, covering the period from 
1894-1911, 

Two pictures are standouts as 
milestones in the development of 
motion picture industry, being ‘A 
Trip to the Moon’ (1902) by Georges 


(Continued on page 60) 


REINHARDT’S PITLESS 
MUSICAL SCORE IDEA 


Max Reinhardt is experimenting 
with sound recording as a possible 
replacement of the orchestra for his 
Broadway legit production ‘The 
Eternal Road,’ now in rehearsal. 

Music is being partially recorded 
on film now, to be reproduced 
through loud speakers. If success- 
ful, entire score may be put on film 
that way, figuring to give a better 
general effect, according to Rein- 
hardt’s new notions, as well as save 
considerably on running expenses. 
Show is expected to open next 
month at the Manhattan opera 
house, N. Y. 























BERLIN’S ‘RAGTIME’ FEED 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 





Coast songwriters are tossing a 
itestimonial for Irving Berlin, Jan, 
|20, to commemorate the 25th anni- 
versary of ‘Alexander's Ragtime 
Band.’ 


\J. H. GOOPER § 
TRUST FOR AIG 


Vet Exhib te Turn All 
Profits of His 30 Midwest 
Theatres Into a Charity 
Trust for Deserving, Poor 
Children—A Widower 


ee ee 


SHOWMEN-TRUSTEES 





Oklahoma City, Jan. 14. 


J. H. Cooper of New: York, the- 
atre owner, announces that he will 
turn all profits of his 30 midwest 
theatres to a $1,000,000 organization 
to establish homes and to maintain 
and provide education for destitute 
deserving youngsters. One home 
will be in New York State, another 
in Nebraska and a third in Okla- 
homa. 

Fifty percent of the income from 
the properties will be devoted im- 
mediately to the aims of the foun- 
dation and the remainder will be 
held in trust until a $1,000,000 re- 
serve is reached. Then all income 
may be used for the purposes of 
the foundation. Cooper will retain 


(Continued on page 59) 


Ethiop Fronters Back 
For Personals, Spiels 


With interest in Ethiopian af- 
fairs simmering down, and press 
and newsreels concentrating on 
other events, field staffs for the file 
companies, which were assigned to 
the war job, are headed back after 
several months on the other side. 
Laurence Stallings, chief of the 
20th-Fox Movietone’ contingent, 
which numbered seven, the largest 
of any film company representa- 
tion, is bringing back a series of 
private news-shots which he plans 
to piece together in ‘documentaire’ 
form for general issuance. He'll 
probably have some deal for per- 
sonaling such a release if com- 
pleted. Fox is leaving a single pho- 
tographer over there to cover. 

Others returning from _ similar 
chores include John Dored, Para- 
mount; Ariel Varges, Hearst Met- 
rotone, and Howard Winner, Uni- 
versal. Josef Israels, II, who rep- 
resented Pathe, returned last week. 








shortly, and will include first-hand 
films of the Italian drive as a major 
part of his platform dates. 





Spats with Spurs 


Doyle and Donnelly spent a 
weekend on an upstate New 
York dude ranch, where, they 
report, the ‘Hollywood cow- 
boys’ sing: 

‘Take me back to my boots 
and side-saddle.’ 














WMAN'S $1,000,000 GIFT | 








He’s embarking on a lecture tour- 





You Can’t Win 


Anything that is said on the 
radio, no matter how innocent 
or innocuous‘ it may seem, is 
certain to offend somebody, 
This is Eddie Cantor’s theory: 

‘For example,’ says Cantor, 
‘if I say over the air, ‘Gee, I 
like apple pie,’ this might seem 
a safe statement. But out in 
California, some prune mer- 
chant may say, ‘What a bum 
that Cantor is, I’m trying to 
make a living selling prunes 
ar’ he goes around praising 
apple pie.’ 


PIX FEARS AAA 
REPEAL MAY 
DENT B.0’S 


' 

Unless some workable substitute 
plan for farm production is devised 
to take the place of the AAA, de- 
clared unconstitutional by the U. 8. 
Supreme Court, film industry lead- 
ers think the passing of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act will make 
deep inroads into box office 
grosses within the next 10 months. 
Trade organization experts in touch 
with key cities in the farm belt be- 
lieve that only a new measure in- 
corporating some form of federal 
payments, given to those cutting 
down planted acreage, will leave the 
farmer income undisturbed. 

Importance of this situation for 
the picture industry is apparent 
when it is realized that farmer pop- 
ulation represents 25-30% of na- 
tion’s populace, 


SCREEN BOMB MUFFLES 
REAL BOMB NEXT DOOR 


Detroit, Jan. 14, 

Explosion of the closing rocket in 
‘Bonton Parade’ (Col) saved the 
lives of many patrons in the neigh- 
borhood -Amsterdam theatre last 
week when a real bomb was set off 
in a neon sign store next door. Al- 
though the store was shattered no 
damage was done to the theatre, in 
which were packed more than 500 
persons. 

Prevention of a panic was ar- 
tributed by police to fact blast oc- 
curred just as the rocket in pic was 
exploding. The cartoon ended an 
instant later with blare of music 
and noise, and all the patrons ex- 
cept three standing in rea (who got 
pass-out checks to go outside to see 
what happened) did not learn of ex- 
plosion until they left the show. 





























Jumbo’ Road Tour Under Ringling 
Proposed, to Replace H-W Circus. 





‘. 

When ‘Jumbo’ leaves the Hippo- 
drome, N, Y., for the hinterland 
it may be presented’ in regular 
circus manner, possibly through a 
tie-up with the Ringling interests. 
Understood that contracts between 
Billy Rose and the circus people 
have been made several times re- 
cently, with that end in view. 

If a deal is consummated, ‘Jumbo’ 
would replace the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace circus, which the Ringlings 
have withdrawn. Advantages of 
using the H-B equipment are’ being 
considered on both sides. Rose 
states that ‘Jumbo’ can be played 
under canvas intact, production in- 
cluding the revolving stages to be 
used as is. 

Should ‘Jumbo’ really be cireused 
out of town it would virtually be a 
two-ring show because of the pro- 
duction end which is additional to 
the ring in which the performance 
is enacted, 

Under a Ringling tie-up more 
animals would be used. Believed 
that ‘Jumbo’ could tour for at least 
two seasons that way. 


Georgie Joy of Santly-Joy and 
Select Music Corp. unwittingly 
achieved for the music biz what 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers has been un- 
able to do with the song-sheet ped- 
dlers after much expense, intricate 
legal proceedings, etc, 

Joy wrote a letter Friday night 
(10) to New York’s Mayor LaGuar- 
dia telling of his current hit, ‘The 
Music Goes 'Round and Around,’ 
which he claimed will be dissipated 
in value if the bootleg lyric-sheet 
salesmen peddle it at from 2c. to 
10c,, and that the authors (Riley- 
Farley-Hodgson) have a chance for 
some fancy coin, if the mayor would 
chase the bootleggers off the side- 
walks of New York. 

Joy didn’t expect the quick action 
he got. The following morning 
(Saturday) he had had two phone 
calls from the mayor before he 
(Joy) got in around noon (song ex- 
ploiters stay up late nights, per 
business custom), and that same 
afternoon the dailies heralded the 
mayor's cleanup campaign against 
the songsheet men. 


AVIATION CAUTION 


No Two Loew-Metro Execs Can 
Travel on Same Piane Together 

















As a precautionary measure, the 
Loew-Metro organization is re- 
ported to have decreed that no two 
top executives of the company shall 
ride in the same airplane together. 

Similar arrangement is under- 
stood to exist between John and 
tarney Balaban, on railroads as 
well as planes, 
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To Raze Astor, Gaiety, Fulton, Bijou 
~ And Morosco on Bway for Deluxer 


+. 


Another large picture house for 
the downtown New York (Times 
Square) section*is contemplated as 
part of the development of a 
block front on-Broadway from 45th 
to 46th streets which will mean the 
demolition of five old legit houses, 
Those that will be torn down to 
make way for the building of a new 
theatre and commercial stores are 
the Astor, Gaiety, Fulton, Bijou 
and Morosco. Quintet includes two 


facing Broadway (Astor and Gai- 
ety), the Fulton on West 46th 
street and the Bijou-Morosco the- 
atres on West 45th. 


Plan ‘for development of the large 
plot, 200 by 341 feet, follows a deal 
just negotiated for certain releases 
under mortgages by two different 
groups and an arrangement be- 
tween these two calling for de- 
velopment of the plot. The City In- 
vesting Co. holds a $2,600,000 mort- 
gage on part of the property, taking 
in the Astor, Bijou and Morosco 
houses. Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance €o. holds a $2,000,000 mort- 
gage on the rest of the block front 
site which takes in the Gaiety and 
Fulton, 


The City Investing Co., following 
certain releases from Walter Reade 
in consideration of an unnamed 
amount, stated not to be big, has 
worked out development plans with 
the Metropolitan for destruction of 
present buildings and their replace- 
ment by a modern store type build- 
ing and picture theatre. 

Old Office Bldgs. 

Five theatres and other build- 
ings involved, including Gaiety and 
Astor office buildings, are-all very 
old. Present plans.for site call for 
development similar to that which 
is well under way on big block 
front dcross the street (44th to 
45th) where Loew’s New York and 
Criterion were located. 


-Expectation is that it will take 
close to a year to complete cancel- 
lations and other plans before raz- 
ing of buildings can be started. 
Proposed new theatre and buildings 
should be up before the end of 1937. 

Reade formerly had the Astor, 
Bijou-and Morosco theatres, while 
the Gaiety and Fulton were part of 
the Erlanger-Dillingham string. At 
present the Astor is under a year’s 
lease to Joe Plunkett as a first run 
picture house. Gaiety is playing 
burlesque, while the otter three 
houses have been used. for legit at- 
tractions. on ‘ah ‘irregular basis.” An 
all-shorts policy’ was in the Bijou 
for a time last year, 


Pix Nicked $1,000,000 
- Yearly for California. 
Unemployment Fund 


sony eeea. Jan. 14. 

Hollywood picture employes and 
producers will pay $1,000,000 an- 
nually to the State of California un- 
der the new Unemployment Insur- 
ance Fund law. This figure was 
derived from a report of the U. S. 
Department of Commerce: stating 
that studios have a weekly payroll 
of $1,384,000. 

Employes are nicked for 45/100% 
of their earnings, with studios -re- 
mitting $1 for each $100 paid 
workers. 


6 SCENES OUT OF CHAS. 
CHAPLIN’S ‘MODERN’ PIC 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Without protest, Charlie Chaplin 
sent his ‘Modern Times’ through 
the Hays’ office purity mill for a 
Joe Breen seal. 
Picture was shown to Hays’ staff 
last week with six scenes deleted, 














RADIO UPS PAIR 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Radio has handed acting, direct- 
ing and writing contract to Les 
Goodwins. Has been directing two- 
reelers on the lot. - 

Studiv also upped Gene Yarbor- 
ough, assistant director. He'll han- 
die next Gene Austin short, 








; Allston’s Break 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

William Alston, juve from 
the south, couldn’t get a tum- 
ble in pictures on account of 
his thick accent, 

He was about to give up the 
ghost when Marc Connelly sent 
out a call for a genuine south- 
erner who could teach players 
in ‘Green Pastures’ how to 
drawl, 


Lupe Velez Affair 
Newest French 


Nat'l Headache 


Paris, ‘Jan. 6. 
The Lupe Velez Affair—just like 
the Dreyfus Case and the Stra- 
vinsky Case—is turning into a regu- 
lar national scandal. Fact that the 
Mexican star came over here to 
make a film for a gent who didn’t 


have the coin is being aired: as an 
indication of rottenness introduced 
into the French film biz by the 
foreign element, of which Miss 
Velez’s would-be producer is one. 
Certain newspapers are even calling 
for his expulsion from France. 
Meanwhile Miss Velez, after a 
holiday in Monte Carlo, sailed quiet~ 
ly back to America after, it is un- 

















‘derstood, Harry Foster agent of the 


deal, made good her salary. 


French newspaperman who acted 
as press agent for the proposed 
Velez. picture is being used as a 
scapegoat by some of his fellow- 
writers, who want him tried before 
the press association for having let 
them print stories about a picture 
which, they say, he must have 
known would never be made. 


Affair is being taken as an addi- 
tional indication that the French 
film industry ‘aie: a housecleaning. 


BRODERICK, GLEASON 
NEW RKO RADIO CUTUPS 


Milieu Jan. 14, 

Helen Broderick and James Glea- 
son will be tried out as a-comedy 
teama at RKO in ‘Puzzle of the Briar 
Pipe. Edward Killy and William 
Hamilton -will share direction. 

Frank Dolan dishing up screen 
play. 


Acad it March 5 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

The Academy Awards banquet is 
definitely set for March 5 at the 
Biltmore hotel. Nominations are to 
be made from 479 pictures, of which 
49 were produced abroad. 

Actors’ branch nominates three 
actors and three actresses; direc- 
tors, three pictures; writers, three 
for original stories and three for 
screen plays. 

Entire membership names 12 fea- 
tures, from which the best is. ac- 
claimed. 

Each producer will be permitted 
to enter two cartoons, comedies or 
novelties -in competition ‘for the 
annual awards to be made by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. 

Entries will be shown judges in 
projection rooms at studios, with 
members of the Academy acting as 
judges. 














ODLUM’S ATTORNEY WEST 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Edwin Weis], general counsel of 
Atlas Trust,.is due here next week 
for conferences with Floyd Odlum 
ind Par studio heads. 


—__ 


‘GODFREY’ FOR LA CAVA 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Gregory LaCava will direct ‘My 
Man Godfrey’ at Universal. 
Pic skedded for March production. 








ricianes 
~Hannagan’s Color deb 


.. Hollywood, Jan. "44. 
Steve Hannagan, puffer-upper of 
speedway races, Miami Beach, Long 
Island, etc., has returned to New 
York to set exploitation campaign 
on Walter Wanger’s ‘Trail of the 
Lonesome -Pine,’ in Technicolor’s 
interest. 
Hannagan came west with Jock 
Whitney. Returning he'll stop over 
in Kansas City, Chicago and Miami. 


Mayor Louis Marcus 
Of Salt Lake City 
Back as Pvt. Citizen 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 14. 

After four years of being Hizz- 
oner, Louis Marcus became a pri- 
vate citizen. Defeated for reelec- 
tion, Marcus has repeatedly, in 
the last several months, an- 
nouncea that he “is through for- 
ever with politics.” Making the 
rounds several days before his term 
ended was a rumor to the. effect 
that Marcus may be a candidate for 
governor at the next election in No- 
vember. He won’t comment on that. 

Marcus, prior to his election as 
mayor, was one of the largest thea- 
tre operators in the inter-mountain 
country. At one time he controlled 
all the Marcus-Publix houses in 
Utah and Idaho. He sold out his 
interests to Publix-Salt Lake Thea- 
tres, Inc., present owners and opera- 
tors. Harry David, general man- 
ager of the present company, served 
in a similar post when Marcus 
owned the chain. 

Marcus plans to devote his time 
looking after his real estate here 
and on the Coast. His only con- 
nection with amusements is that he 
owns the Capitol, largest house of 
the Publix-Salt Lake Theater, Inc., 
group Marcus’ only son, Howard, 
18, is learning the biz under David. 

Marcus is the first Jewish mayor 
in Salt Lake, home of the L. D. 8S. 
(Mormon) religion, where more than 
60% of the population is of the 
L. D. S. faith. 


SCRIB GROUPS WILL 
ADJUST DUES SETUP 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Conferences during past week be- 
tween Mare Connolly, president of 
Authors League of America; Sidney 
Howard, president of the Drama- 
tists’ Guild, and Ernest Pascal, head 
of: Screen Writers Guild, were for 
purpose of readjusting dues setup 
for those writers who covered the 
three fields so that one scale could 
be worked out for benefit of those 
members. 

Luise Sillcox, ~ secretary of 
Authors league, came on from New 
York for the meeting. 

Present conditions require that 
a writer who works as novelist, 
dramatist and screen writer to be 
member of ‘each of the three organti- 
zations, with annual dues running 
as high as $400. 

Heads of the three groups are try- 
ing to devise equitable scale, and 
recommendations will be submitted 
to executive boards of the organi- 
zations for approvai within the next 
two months, 


Powell-Keeler’s Next 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Dick Powell and Ruby Keeler will 























Louis Bromfield orig at Warners. 
Story is currently in Cosmopolitan 


mag. 
French War Pic 


20th’s 
Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
‘Wooden Crosses,’ orig by Joel 
Sayre on France’s part in the World 
War, has: been set at -20th-Fox, 
Howard Hawks will direct. 


‘REUNION’ LEADS SET 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Gertrude Michael and Ray Milland 
draw leads in ‘Reunion’ at Para- 
mount. Robert Florey directs. 
Film will start Jan. 29 with Al- 
bert Lewis producing. 











Botsford’s ‘Cruiser’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Paramount has bought the film 
rights to David Garth’s ‘Cabin 





Cruiser.’ 
A. M. Botsford produces. 


be starred in ‘It All Came_True,’ | 





Wedacsdey, January ‘15, 1936 _ 





——<——————=2 








300 Writers 


ae 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
More than 300 writers were 
agented to one Hollywood 
studio last week, according to 
~ a list compiled by the scenario 
head of the plant. Listings in- 
cluded top writers of fiction, 
plays and film material. 
All were immediately avail- 
able and not under contract to 
any studio. 


Laughton's ‘Bligh 
Voted Best Acting 
In Dec. by Guild 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Best screen performance in De- 
cember was voted to Charles Laugh- 
ton for his portrayal of Captain 
Bligh in Metro’s ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty’ by members of the Screen 
Actors Guild. 


In heavy voting, which found 18 
players in 14 pix receiving mention, 
Kay Francis obtained honorable 
mention for ‘I Found Stella Parrish’ 
(WB), and Eddie Quillan for part 
in ‘Bounty.’ 

Multiplicity of collaborators di- 
vided best screen play awards, an- 
nounced by. Screen Writers Guild, 
with Talbot Jennings, Jules Furth- 
man and Carey Wilson receiving 
tops for ‘Mutiny.’ Honorable men- 
tion to Laurence Stallings, Maxwell 
Anderson and Edwin Justus Mayer 
for ‘So Red the Rose,’ and to Joel 
Sayre and John Twist for ‘Annie 
Oakley.’ 

Forty-six pix were released in 
Los Angeles in period covered by 
the ballot, Noy. 21 to Dec. 19. This 
is a much larger number of films 
than in any 30-day period during 
the year. 


HOWARD ON ‘DODSY’ 
FOR WALTER HUSTON 


Hollywood, Jan, 14, 

Walter Huston, who has played 
stage role in ‘Dodsworth’ for almost 
two years, may step into screen role 
when Samuel Goldwyn makes it in 
February. Sidney Howard, who 
dramatized, is also . adapting. the 
Sinclair Lewis novel for the producer. 


Howard, also adapting ‘It Can't 
Happen Here,’ another Sinclair 
Lewis novel (his latest and a cur- 
rent best seller) for Metro, will work 
on both yarns’ simultaneously. 
Writer is paid per picture. 


Jack Warner Weds 


J. L. Warner, head of WB pro- 
duction, and Ann Page Alvarado 
were married at Armonk, in West- 
chester, last Friday (10). Couple 
returned to New York for a late 
evening reception and left for Flor- 
ida the next day. 

The trip south, where they will 
remain about three weeks, maris a 
change in plan, Mr. and Mrs. War- 
ner having originally intended a trip 
abroad. It is the second marriage 
for both. 





























NEW COLOR PROCESS 


Invented on Coast by Hugo Ballin 
Grovp 








Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

New color process for pictures, 
whereby various hues are photo- 
graphed entirely within the film, has 
been invented here by a_ group 
headed by Hugo Ballin, former film 
director and artist. 

Revolutionary. invention, Ballin 
asserts, eliminates color filters on 
camera, printer and projection ma- 
chine, and also the use of matrices 
in transposing images to: positive 
film. Cost will be approximately 
15% greater than black and white, 





it is said, 


SS 
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Chicago, Jan. 14, 

One-reeler on the life of Abraham 
Lincoln*is. to be produced here at 
the old Essanay Studios by the 
Wilding Pictures Co., bankrolled by 
Charles R. Walgreen, chain drug- 
store magnate. -Walgreen states he 
is backing the flicker primarily for 
hig friend, Edwin Markham, the 
poet, so that his ‘Lincoln, the Man 
of the People’ ode may be preserved 
in celluloid voice for the future. 

One-reeler will contain the read- 
ing of the poem by Markham, and 
the elocution will be accompanied 
by scenes for Lincoln memorabilia, 
such as shots of the famous Lincoln 
statues. Also scenes will be clipped 
from many Lincoln films. Particu- 
larly Markham has selected a clip 
from ‘Man of Aran’ for some sea 
and mountain shots. 

Cullen Landis is slated to do the 
directorial job with Paul Strayer on 
the continuity layout. 

Besides preserving Markham's 
dramatic elocution of the poem the 
film is figured to provide.a trust 
fund for the 84-year-old poct from 
the rentals of the single-reeler: Dis- 
tribution set up now being arranged 
by John Kneebone of the Wilding 
office. Picture is scheduled for re- 
lease on Lincoln's Birthday, Feb. 12. 


NO DECISION ON ANDRE 
SENNWALD’S SUCCESSOR 


No decision had been made up to 
ate yesterday afternoon as to Andre 
Sennwald’s successor as motion pic- 
ture critic of the New York Times. 
Possibility that Frank S. Nugent, 
second-stringer, will be upped, in 
the usual Times fashion, is balanced 
by the thought of tringing Douglas 
Churchill, Times’ Hollywood rep. in 
to take over. Also some mention of 
bringing in a name outsider. 

Sennwald died suddenly, aged 28, 
Sunday morning (12), with police 
theery being that he committed sui- 
cide. He had been the Times critic 
for a bit under two years, having 
moved up from second string when 
Mordaunt Hall left the paper. Nu- 
gent is in temporary charge. 

Paper’s hesitancy in appointing a 
new critic is partially due to office 
despondency as a result of two im- 
portant staff deaths. Frank Leslie 
Baker, paper’s society editor for 
many years, died Jan. 13, one day 
after Sennwald. | 








IRENE DUNNE’S CORK 


‘Showboat’ Songstress Blacks Up— 
3 New Songs 





Hollyweed, Jan, 14, 

Irene Dunne will sing ‘I’ve Got My 
Eye on You’ in blackface for Uni-; 
versal’s ‘Showboat.’ 

Studio is using five of the origina). 
tunes, with three new ones added 
by Oscar Hammerstein 2d, and Jers 
ome Kern. New numbers include 
‘I Still Likes Me,’ sung by Paul 
Robeson; ‘I Have the Room Above 
Her,’ a duet by Miss Dunne and 
Ailan Jones and the Dunne singie.. 





Sidney in French Pic? 


Paris, Jan. 3. 

Sylvia Sidney is reported locally 
as coming to France to make a pic- 
ture based on the novel ‘The Poat- 
man.’ 

Jean Lenoir, who directed Madam 
Bovary,’ is announced as megging, 
but no producer named. 


—_——-—— 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 8 (New York to Los Angeles) 
Elizabeth Lonergan (California). 

Jan, 26 (New York to London) 
Tullio Carminati (Bremen). 

Jan, 15 (Paris to New York) Clif- 
ford C. Fischer, Andre Randall, The 
Bredwins, Estelle and Leroy, Cilly 
Feindt and Horse, 10 <Argentine 





Ladies, Andree Lorraine (Cham- 
plain). 
Jan. 11 (New York to London) 


Paul Robeson, A. J. Richard, Sol 





Rosenblatt, D. F. Rose (Ile de 
France). 

Dusolina Ciannini, Artur Schna- 
bel, Richard De Re iuemont, Josef 


Israels, 2d, “Nene Clair, Helena Ru- 


binstein, Jan Smeterlin. 

















yea 
the: 
era! 


sar’ 
hav 


ne 
Br 


th 





SS wwe YF FS eS 

















Wednesday, January s 1936 


 RPICTGRES 





— 


— ee 





=—-- 








+ 


U.S. May Penalize Film Companies 
Failing to File Salary Details 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Several film corporations are in 
danger cf severe penalties for fail- 
ure to submit detailed salary statis- 
tics for Congressional once-over, 
Federal officials hinted today. 


With ohly Paramount submitting 
a precise account, Government execs 
were pondering the question of what 
to do about several major producers, 
as well as other film companies, 
which did not come through with 
itemized lists of individuals re- 
ceiving $15,000 or more during 1934. 
Hints were given by the Treasury 
that.a wholesale round-up impends, 
with responsible corporation of- 
ficials being charged with violation 
of revenue laws. 

Salary survey was made in re- 
sponse to a Congressional mandate, 4 
which directed the Treasury to pro- 
vide a complete account of every 
person paid more than $15,000. Data 
was wanted for consideration in 
connection with possible legislation 
to limit salaries, bonuses, and com- 
missions. 

The bulky Treasury report con- 
tained no data of any kind concern- 
ing Fox Film, Loew’s, Columbia, or 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer payrolls, 
while RKO Radio submitted only 
limited data. Paramount gave an 
accounting for 163 employees in the 
production end, as well as the com- 
pensation of employees of various 
subsidiaries and affiliates, being the 
only film outfit to make a compre- 
hensive report. Several smaller cor- 
porations were missing entirely. 

An excuse for the incompleteness 
of the report was suggested by 
Treasury officials wrestling with 
the problem of rounding up the lag- 
gards. Government execs remarked 
that in some cases the omissions 
might be due to the fact that fiscal 
years used by certain corporations 
did not coincide with the calendaf 
year, but even so, it was hinted, 
there is no reason why, with sev- 
eral months to compile the neces- 
sary data, these companies should 
have remained entirely silent. 


Margo Early Killed, 
Mary Grace Is Hurt 
Badly; Auto Accident 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Margaret Ehrich, 18, contract 
player at Metro under the name of 
Margo Early, was killed and her 
companion, May Grace, 18, Warner 
contractee, was critically injured 
when their car struck a concrete 
abutment on Roosevelt Highway, 
Santa Monica, Sunday night (12). 
Miss Grace, who was driving the car, 
was blinded by the bright lights of 
ah approaching auto. 

Miss Grace suffered fractured 
pelvis and skull. She is given an 
even chance to recover. 

Actresses were returning from a 
party at Marion Davies’ beach 
home. 











.Wanger Auto Rans Down 


*~" Woman, Held Blameless 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Mrs. Gregory’ Aller, wife of the 
United Artists cellist and sister-in- 
law of Simeon and Joe Aller, is ina 
serious condition at Cedars of Leb- 
anon hospital as result of being run 
down Saturday night (11) by a car 
driven by Walter Wanger, producer. 
She sustained compound fractures 
of legs and internal injuries. 

Her son gave a blood transfusion 
immediately. Wanger was released 
by the police as blameless. 





Flynn’s Fancy Five 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Flynn has been handed oe 
five-year contract at Warner 
Bros. with salary doubled. 


Krvol 
new 





Per Plant 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Woods so full of press agents 
that boys are resorting to cut- 
throat practices—charging for 
just the stuff planted at space 
rates. 

One player has three p. a.’s 
at sO much per clip. 


METRO-BIP IN 
TALENT DEAL 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Metro has an agreement with 
British International Pictures to 
loan a number of players to the 
British concern. Deal is similar to 
Metro’s deal with Gaumont-Brit- 
ish. William Mooring, BIP’s rep 

here, completed the transaction. 
Mooring sought Maureen O’Sulli- 
van, Jack Oakie and Joan Blondell, 
but productions here held up plan. 
E. E. Horton also is sought by 
Mooring on a one-pic deal, to be 

consummated within four months. 


GUEST-U PIC DEAL OFF, 
STARTS LECTURE TOUR 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Edgar A. Guest’s deal at Universal 
is off. Realignment of budget and 
shooting sked given as reason, Guest 
quits Hollywood soon to fill lecture 
dates in the east. 

Coming out in October for his 
initial film, Guest’s yarn was dis- 
carded. A new one is being written 
and may be made later this season. 























Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Edgar Guest is back in Chicago 
for his ‘Welcome Valley’ broadcasts 
for Household Finance. Was out on 
the Coast for some 12 weeks but 
never even started on his picture 
for Universal. 


English Fleet Themer 
In ‘Lloyds of London’ 


Hollywood, Jan, 14 

W. P. Lipscomb is scripting ‘The 
Bellringer’ at 20th-Fox. 

Film from yarn by Curtis Kenyon 
will carry title of ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don.’ Story has background of Eng- 
lish development of its fleet and 
merchant marine at time of Lord 
Nelson, 


Cortez’s Personals 


Ricardo Cortez, in a two or three- 
people sketch, has been booked for 
three weeks of personals by Para- 
mount. Opens Feb. 14 in Boston, 
followed by an open week and then 
into the Michigan, Detroit, and the 
Chicago, Chicago. 

Deal was set by Eddie Resnick on 
the Coast and the William Morris 
office in New York. 


MISS GOMBELL’S HERITAGE 


Baltiomre, Jan. 14. 

Minna Gombell, pic player, is in 
town to claim estate of her aunt, 
the late Mrs. Charles Vogt, who died 
last December. 

Actress has filed letters of admin- 
istration and has lawyers working 
on the case for her. According to 
Maryland law, Miss Gombell is the 
only direct heir to the estate, being 
only child of late Mrs, Vogt's sister. 
There is one other living relative. 
Value of estate unknown. 




















Gets starring spot in 


‘Charge of 
the Light Brigade, 


Miss Gombell expects to 
west to coast laie this week, 


head 


Briefie 





EAST COMPETISH 
MUCH-100 TOUGH 


Talent “Plentiful in 
N. Y. to Hold Down Bud- 
get—Only Three in 
H’wood Making Midgies 
—Roach Dropping Out 





DUALS’ OPPOSISH 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Production of two-reel comedies 
is down to its lowest ebb here with 
most of the makers of short sub- 
jects preferring New York produc- 
tion where talent is more plentiful. 
Charles Christie, (Educational) cur- 
rently visiting Hollywood, claims 
that his company can produce bet- 
ter and cheaper variety two-reelers 
in New York where availability of 
vaude, cafe and specialty acts is 
more or less unlimited. These play- 
ers, essential for this type of film, 
are at a premium in Hollywood. 

Major studios producing tv-o-reel 
comedies here are Radio, Columbia 
and Warners, In the case of the lat- 
ter, studio is working out its Tcch- 
nicolor contract in the production 
of two and three-reel novelties, 
using contract names. For out and 
out variety comedies, company pro- 
duces them in its Brooklyn studio. 

Radio makes the Edgar Kennedy 
two-reelers and a series of novelty 
comedies here, Columbia has several 
name comedians, including Harry 
Langdon, Leon Errol and the Three 
Stooges (Howard, Fine and How- 
ard). Independents: do nothing 
along this line. Universal tried to 
make a series of variety shorts but 
found after making three that they 
could not get the talent. With but 
few name bands on the Coast, prob- 
lem of a musical combo for each 
picture is a big headache. 

Not so in New York. Warners has 
no trouble getting a band for each 
of its variety shorts. Same for Edu- 
cational. Latter company has such 
names as Ernest Truex, Joe Cook, 
Bert Lahr, Buster West, Tom Pafri- 
cola, Tom Howard and other legit 
and vaude names who can be had 
for a day or two without interfer- 
ing with any stage engagements. On 
the Coast it’s impossible to get this 
name value and established two- 
reel comics have become almost ex- 
tinct, 

Hal Roach, who has been the 
chief holder-upper of two reel en- 
tertainment for years, is gradually 
switching to feature production, and 
may within a year discard shorts 
entirely in favor of making ‘B’ fea- 
tures for Metro. Roach, however, 
does not go off his lot for players, 
having his established contract list 
of two-reel names, 

Companies still producing short 
entertainment claim that dual fea- 
tures have almost killed their busi- 
ness and turning out two reei com- 
edies is chiefly rewarded by lots of 
grief. On the Coast here they say 
that eastern opposition is tough, for 
few, if any, of the iNew York short 
producers go over $15,000 ner pic- 
ture. On the Coast, major studios 
can’t make them for mutch less than 
$20,000 and yearly there are a num- 
ber in_ which the budget runs as 
high as $50,000, Lacking much sell- 
ing attraction, the difference be- 
tween the short and long production 
budgets means little at the boxoffice. 





Davis-Brent’s ‘Arrow’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Warners has spotted Bette Davis 
and George Brent as leads in ‘The 





Golden Arrow.’ ed 
Alfred E. Green will direct /pic- 

ture, which starts within \two 

weeks. be 





Simon’s ‘French Doll’ 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Harry Tugend and Katherine Scola 
are writing screen play on ‘French 
Doll’ at 20th-Fox, 
Yarn slated for Simone Simon. 
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Otterson's Studio Problems Include 
Mae West Renewal, RKO After Her 





Nomenclature 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
After widely publicizing Mae 
West’s current opus, ‘Klondike 
Lou,’ Paramount has switched 
title to ‘Klondike Annie.’ 


Someone’ discovered that 
- Miss West is known as Annie 
in the film. 


NEW BRISSON 
DEAL AT PAR 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

With Paramount deciding to 
shelve ‘Cocktails for Two’ skeded 
for Carl Brisson, studio and actor 
are talking a new deal to begin 
when his contract expires Feb. 9. 
Under the old pact, studio was com- 
mitted to star Brisson in a pair, but 
decided to call off ‘Cocktails.’ Ticket 
also provides for commitment of 
$67,000 to Brisson on expiration of 
present pact. 

New ticket Is based on a 40-week 
guarantee, with Brisson not to be 
starred; only featured. 


PARIS DELUXER YENS 
L. AND H., DIETRICH 


Paris, Jan. 14. 


Francis A.’ Mangan is reported 
bringing Laurel and Hardy to Paris 
for personal appearances at Jacques 
Haik’s Olympia. Haik, operator of 
the house, also would like to get 
Marlene Dietrich for a personal, 

Mangan, Haik’s stager, was lately 
reported leaving the house due to 
an economy yen on Haik’s part but 
that seems now to be off. Mangan 
has also been huddling with Clifford 
C. Fischer here of late leading to re- 
ports that he will be connected with 
Fischer's local nitery-restaurant, 
Les Ambassadeurs, when it reopens 
in the spring. 


Richman’s Filmusical 
Goes ‘Round and Round’ 


Hollywood, Jgn. 14. 

Columbia is retitling the Harry 
Richman filmusical, ‘Rolling Along,’ 
to ‘Music Goes Round and Round,’ 
and is adding a sequence to include 
the song hit’s authors, ‘Red’ Hodg- 
son, Mike Riley and Eddie Farley 
and rest of the act current at the 
New York Paramount. 

Film was ready for preview when 
the studio decided on the switch. 
Song deal was made by Rockwell- 
O’ Keefe. 

Riley and Farley plane west after 
the N. Y. engagement, with Hodg- 
son Coming here from Chicago, 


‘Sophie Lang’ Encore 


» Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Paramount will do ‘Return of 
Sophie Lang’ as sequel to ‘Notorious 
Sophie Lang,’ both stories by Fred- 
erick Irving Anderson, with Patter- 
son McNutt preparing script on 
former. 

Gertrude Michael will be starred. 



































Slight Delay 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Another month will be required to 
complete ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ at 
Metro. Picture had been skedded 
for washup this week. 


Drawhack is staging of ‘A Preity | 


Girl Is Like a Melody.’ First cut, 
minus the number, is 15,000 feet. 
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| Trade Mark Registered 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Paramount has until Jan, 29 to 
exercise its option on Mae West. 
Studio officials and Miss West have 
held numerous conferences on the 
renewal, with John E. Otterson 
participating in the recent ones. 
The studio insists that if the option 
is taken up Miss- West does not 
interefere or have qa say in the cast- 
ing of her future pictures. She 
claims that since she provides the 
script she knows best who can play 
the parts, 


Studio insists, however, that it 
will not tolerate any interference 
from her after production starts, 
and that the producer on the picture 
and the front office will have the 
last say. In the meantime, it’s 
understood RKO is reddy to grab 
her on a termer. 


Two important studio problems 
were tossed into the lap of the Par- 
amount prexy on his arrival at the 
studio for a three-week stay. One 
is a group héadache, that of produc- 
tion for the immediate future, in 
addition to the Mae West matter. 


Par execs were all but ready to 
call it quits with La West after 
‘Klondike Annie’ but decided to mull 
the matter with Otterson. Latest 
reports are that ‘Annie’ is one of the 
star’s best. 

With this in mind it’s likely that 
Miss West will make at least one 
more for Paramount. Studio ad- 
vanced her around $100,000 in ex- 
cess of her salary for ‘Klondike’ and 
this amount has been charged 
against her next picture. Which 
also may have something to do with 
the executive decision in the matter 
of whether or not there is another 
West picture for the Paramount 
trademark, 

Production matters will be gone 
over with Ernst Lubitsch and Henry 
Herzbrun. Likely that Otterson may 
take a filer to St. Louis for the 
Government trial. If he makes the 
trip he will return here before pro- 
ceeding east. 
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St. L. Civil Acton in 2d Week 
Of Trial; Court States Govt So 
Far Hasn't Proved Any Conspiracy 





St. Louis, Jan. 14, 

Second week of the civil (equity) 
suit by the Covernment against 
Warner Bros., Paramount and RKO 
on alleged conspiracy and anti-trust 
charges follows much along the 
lines of the first (criminal) trial 
which resulted in a jury verdict for 
the defendant companies and their 
officers. Judge Molyneaux, sitting 
in the equity trial, seems intent on 
disposing of the matter with des- 
patch, refusing to mince words in 
time—wasteful legal niceties and 
arguments. He denied a Saturday 
adjournment to formér U. S. Sena- 
tor Jim Reed, of defense counsel, for 
the same reason. 

The proceedings are going 2 more 
or less uneventful course save for 
occasional badinage among respec- 
tive counsel, which highlighted the 
previous trial, anda disposition by 
the Court to give the-edge to the 
defense. 

At one point (Monday’s session) 
Judge Molyneaux observed that the 
Government has yet not proved a 
conspiracy in restraint of trade on 
allegations that film product had 
been refused the Ambassador, Mis- 

-sourit and New Grand Central the- 
atres. 

Spyros P. Skouras, describing 
himself as v.-p. and gen. mer. of 
National Theatre Corp., owning 357 
theatres west of Mississippi, and 
president of Skouras Theatre Co., 
operating 50 houses in metropolitan 
New York district, was the first wit- 
mess today (14). Skouras, who 
started his theatrical career in 1914 
here, testified that in May, 1934, he 
went to New York to see Harry M. 
Warner. Skouras testified on War- 
ners’ intentions concerning the 
bonds, to the face value of $350,000. 

In describing a meeting with Her- 
man Starr in Chicago, September, 
1934, Skouras said Starr, a WB v.p., 
started an argument when he dis- 
covered that Skouras had not ob- 
tained the theatres in reorganiza- 
tion plans, and that Allen Snyder, 
called a ‘straw man’ for Harry Kop- 
lar, was the successful bidder for 
the theatres. Skouras said he had 
a third interest in the properties, 
and, as guarantor of bonds, felt very 
badly over deal, as he did not want 
to go through bankruptcy. He said 
Starr kidded him, etc. Skouras 
testified Starr declared everybody 
but WB had been taken care of in 
St. Louis; that a nasty fight was 
going to develop, and WB intended 
to protect itself in St. Louis. Meet- 
ing, which lasted about 25 minutes, 
was interrupted by Grad Sears, WB 
sales exec, who brought several men 
who had an engagement to take 
Starr and Sears to dinner. 

Cross-examination of Skouras oc- 
. cunied rest of the day, 

Judge Molyneaux expressed 
opinion several times Monday (13), 
as the trial swung into its second 
week, that the government has not 
yet proved a conspiracy in restraint 
of trade against defendant corpora- 
tions. These assertions were made 
when court ruled on objections of 
Par and RKO counsel to testimony 
of several witnesses relative to 
statements alleged to have been 
made by Herman Starr, v.p. of WB, 


(Continued on page 63) 


OK COAST HAYS ORG. 
BUDGET OF $250,000 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Coast Hays office budget of $250,- 
000 was okayed at a meeting Jan. 9 
by members of the Producers Asso- 
ciation, Louis B, Mayer presiding. 
Estimated figure same as last year, 
with most of the coin being chan- 
neled to the Joe Breen purity out- 
fit. 

It was decided to hold the annual 
election of officers Feb. 3. Jack 
Warner or Joseph M. Schenck will 
probably fill presidential spot which 
has been held by Mayer for four 
consecutive years. 











Search for Tibbett Yarn 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Lawrence Tibbeit’s ‘Metropolitan’ 
has 20th-Fox searching for another 
starring yarn. 
No writers set on the story. 
will be a semi-music:l, 


It 
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Protest Biz 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Agent brags picture biz is 

so hot that he’s handling five 
clients under protest, 


JOE BRANDT’S ITALIAN 
FILM DEAL, 15-20 PIX 


Joe Brandt’s new company, Nuovo 
Mundo, Inc., will distribute in the 
United States 15 to 20 native-made 
Italian features, and some _ short 
subjects, from Italy’s annual con- 
solidated crop of -around 40 fea- 
tures, 

By centralizing export distribu- 
tion, the Italian film trade figures 
to receive greater U. S. considera- 
tion for its wares. Good Italian- 
made films now are estimated to be 
produced at a cost ranging around 
$160,000. 

Nuovo Mundo will have an ad- 
visory board which will include 
American citizens of Italian extrac- 
tion. 


RKO’s New Sandrich Deal 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
RKO Radio has handed Mark 
Sandrich a five-year contract plus a 
salary tilt. 
Director leaves for a two-month 
vacation abroad after the ‘Follow 
the Fleet’ preview. 























AT PLEASURE 


Lillian Hellman’s Utopian Writing 
Deal with Goldwyn 








Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Lillian Hellman’s allowed to work 
whenever and wherever she chooses, 
just as long as she delivers scripts 
on demand, according to a new 
three-year pact signed with Samuel 
Goldwyn, Jan. 11. She prefers to 
work in New York. 

Author is now completing play in 
Gotham, after which she'll do an 
orig to star Merle Oberon for 
Goldwyn. 


JOHN GILBERT’S WILL 


el 


Miss Bruce Receives Bulk—Strick- 
ling and Hylands Remembered 





Hollywood, Jan. i4. 

Jobn Gilbert’s will, filed for pro- 
bate yesterday (Monday), reveals 
an estate of around $250,000, bulk 
going to his divorced (fourth) wife, 
Virginia Bruce, and their two-year- 
old daughter. A bequest of $10,000 
was made to the daughter by the 
marriage to Leatrice Joy, the second 
Mrs. Gilbert. : 

Among the group of beneficiaries 
for $5,000 each is Howard Strickling, 
Metro studio publicity head. Grat- 
uities from $1,000 to $2,500 were left 
to household help. 

A trust fund of $25,000 was cre- 
ated for the daughter of Dick Hy- 
land and Adela Rogers St. John 
(Mrs. Hyland), latter both writers. 
Six life annuities of $25,000 each 
were ordered purchased to assure 
Miss Bruce a life income. 

Will was drawn up while he was 
still married to Miss Bruce, 


LLOYD'S FATHER WINS. 
$101,964 TAX SQUABBLE 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

J. Darsie Lloyd, father of- Harold 
Lloyd, film comedian, on Monday 
(13) won a $101,964 tax squabble 
with the Internal Revenue Bureau 
when the Board of Tax Appeals held 
he was not deficient in his income 
tax for 19360. 

Tiff revolved around the valuation 
and accounting methods which 
should have been followed in deter- 
mining the profit on transfer of 2,- 
499 shares of stock in Harold Lloyd 
Corp. Government held that the 
comedian’s father had netted $813,- 
824, while Lloyd countered that he 
received nothing of value in ex- 
change for the stock except a prom- 
ise by his son to support. him for 
life. 

The transaction did not bring the 
elder Lioyd any consideration with 
‘fair market value,’ the Board de- 
cided, noting that the payments 
should be taxed each year as income 
rather than lumped and included in 
one year’s income. 

The annuity was valued by the 
Government at $850,434, based on 
life expectancy tubles minus the 
original worth of the stock, but the 
Board ruled that a new element en- 
tered the computation because of 
uncertainty about the comedian’s 
ability to pay the annual sums. 
Harold agreed to pay his father 
$100,000 per year, with a proviso 
that in case of his death the estate 











would pay $50,000 annually. 





No Backout on U Buy, States Laemmle; 





Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Eastern report- that Charles R. 
Rogers and J, Cheever Cowdin 
(Standard Capital Corp.) were not 
going to take advantage of their 
option to buy Universal Feb. 1 was 
discredited by Carl Laemmle Fri- 
day (10). Deal is in status quo, he 
said, and that he had had not re- 
ceived any word from the east for 
several days. Rogers and his son, 
John, are not expected back from 
New York until Feb. 1. 

It was reported here that the 
Cowdin-Rogers group recently at- 
tempted to get the deal modified. 
Instead of giving Laemmle $1,500.- 
000 in cash on the lift and the bal- 
ance in a period of years, they at- 
tempted to have Laemmle accept a 
part of the coin in stock, which the 
U prez balked. Since then, it is un- 
derstood, the R-C group has been 
hunting coin for the take-over, with 
two banking houses being ap- 
proached to handle a new stock un- 
derwriting of around $10,000,000. 

Rogers got in from New York 
yesterday (Monday), and conferred 
with Laemmle today (Tuesday) re- 
garding picking up the option on 
Universal. Rogers and associate 
want Laemmle, out of the $1,500,000 
first installment for the purchase, to 
loan to Universal approximately 
$590,000 to carry through production 
on ‘Sutter’s Gold,’ ‘Showboat’ and 
‘Love Refore Breakfast.’ 

At the time the $750,000 loan was 
made by the Rogers group to Uni- 
versal, it was to cover the entire 
cost of these productions, with this 
budget approved by Rogers. Since 
that time the hudget has heen ex- 





ceeded and will run another $590,000. 


Rogers-Cowdin Want Modhfications 


If the Rogers group’s proposal] that 
Laemmle loan this money is accom- 
plished, Rogers will return to N. Y., 
as will also Laemmle, to close the 
deal. 

Rogers on arrival here issued the 
statement: ‘My return to Los An- 
geles at this time is to settle with 
Laemmle various details involved 
in taking up the option Standard 
Capital and I hold on Universal 
stock and.to arrange for an unin- 
terrupted and enlarged carrying on 
of the production operations of the 
company after the transfer of own- 
ership. The necessary investiga- 
tion of the world-wide affairs of the 
company is proceeding rapidly and 
will soon be completed. Meanwhile 
Mr. Cowdin and I have the financial 
arrangements for the purchase in 
hand.’ 

It is quite likely that when the 
option is lifted Adolph Ramish will 
be interested in the deal through 
further supplying some of the 
finances for the new company. 





The Cowdin-Rogers option on 
Universal need not be exercised until 
Feb. 1, and there appears strong 
possibilities of it being exercised 
when due. There is some: possi- 
bility that some modifications in the 
situation may be engineered which 
would be favorable to the prospec- 
tive purchasers of Universal, but all 
this is a matter for negotiation. 

The option situation appears to be 
not quite as difficult as some he- 
lieve. The group holding the option 
‘has a certain amount of assured 





; capital, and efforts by the option 
i holders to interest possible other 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Roxy, Films’ No. 1 Exhibitor, Pioneer 
In Cinema Standards, Dies at 53 





Costly Reading 





Palm Springs, Jan. 14. 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d is the 
Coast’s highest priced reader. — 

Draws $3,000 weekly for try- 
ing to find a story which he 
can adapt for Jerome Kern to 
write the music, Paramount 
paying. 


LYON-DANIELS-WING 
CO-PERSONALS IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 14, 

Ben Lyon end Bebe Daniels will 
headline the stage show at the 
Stanley Friday (17) and also brings 
on Toby Wing for date she ran out 
on a couple of months ago. It’s the 
first time any of the three has ever 
played here in flesh. The Lyon- 
Daniels combo had been silated 
earlier In season to come on with 
their legit play, ‘Hollywood Holi- 
day,’ but Stanley date will eliminate 
that. 

Also on bill will be Johnny Perk- 
ins, for long time Alvin’s m. c. last 
year and since then a stock head- 
liner at Stanley's opposish, 


Rivkin’s Roach Duties 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Change in the Hal Roach casting 
office has Joe Rivkin, eastern repre- 
sentative, moving in as director, 
succeeding Lawrence Traver, who 
was switched to production. Kay 
Eamer, from KHJ, and Vincent 
Coniff, New York agent, are assist- 
ing Rivkin. 

Ray Chalman remains as assist- 
ant casting head. 























THAYER’S THESPIS YEN 


Swaps Quill for Grease Paint 
L. A. Pic House Tab 








Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

The typewriter is silent at the 
home of Tiffany Thayer, for the 
novelist has forsaken scrivening for 
the time being to take another stab 
at acting. 

Thayer will be starred in the con- 
densed version of ‘Whistling in the 
Dark,’ which Fox-West Coast will 
use as the third of its tabloid stage 
plays at the Belmont theatre here. 

Thayer, among the top coin 
writers, both for the printed page 
and the screen, has never lost his 
yen to troupe. As a kid he was 
part and parce) of a tab show that 
rarely made theatres, a canvas 
opera. Envious glances at every 
actor in Hollywood only fetched 
laughs at him when he would sug- 
gest that the blood of Thespis and 
not printer’s ink was in. the major- 
ity in his corpuscles. 

He has his chance-now and will 
try and show Hollywood that his 
ambition to see the back of a drop 
is not a juvenile yen. 





Ray McCarey Still Ill 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
With Ray McCarey hospitalized 
and not available for six months, 
Paramount is starting ‘National 
Velvet’ with a new director. 





DAVE ALLEN AT COL. 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Dave Allien, former casting spe- 
cialist, has joined Columbia produc- 
tion department. 

Prior to his casting activities 
Allen was engaged in directing and 
producing feature product and 
shorts. 





GETTING ‘TISH’ READY 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
James K. McGuinness has been 
recalled by Metro to polish script of 
‘Tish’ for an early start. 
Film will be first starrer on lot 
for Edna May Oliver and will be 
directed by Sam Wood. 


Pickfair Split Official 
Holly wood, Jan. 14. 
Mary Pickford received her final 
divorcee decree from Douglas Fair- 
banks yesterday (Monday), 








By JOE BIGELOW 


Samuel Lionel Rothafel (Roxy), 
the most proficient theatre ballyhoo- 
ist of his time, personally and for 
the theatre and entertainment prog- 
ects he fostered, and acknowledged 
by many to be the most spectacular 
and extravagant showman in. 
amusement annals, passed away 
quietly, in his sleep, Jan. 13 in his 
apartment at the Hotel Gotham, 
New York. Although he had been 
in ill health since 1932; his sudden 
passing was not expected by his 
family or intimates. He was 53. 


Roxy, who started showing pic- 
tures in an improvised backroom of 
a saloon in Forest City, Pa., became 
the best known individual exhibitor 
in the world and the most lavish 
investor in stage entertainment and 
theatre niceties of all time. He set 
the fashion for the showing of mo- 
tion pictures and created new styles 
in stage show backgrounds for the 
pictures. He moved on from one 
theatre to another, but the next one 
was always larger, and when he 
felt a need for more room but 
couldn’t find a theatre, he’d build 
one. 

Unlike the average dreamer, Roxy 
had the courage to tell others of his 
dreams, no matter how fantastic 
they might have seemed. But his 
forte was in selling his dreams to 
people who had the capital to make 
them come true. The Radio City 
theatre project, through which Roxy 
attracted the Rockefellers to show 
business, was called ‘Roxy’s dream’ 
before it was completed. After it 
opened it was called ‘Roxy’s flop.’ 
But this most magnificent theatre 
edifice in the world stands as a 
monument to Roxy’s imagination, 
and always will. 

Roxy was born at 
Minn., on July 9, 1882. His father 
was a shoemaker. The family name 
of Rothapfel was later simplified by 
Roxy, who dropped the ‘p’. His 
family brought him to New York 
when he was 12, and, after holding 
numerous odd jobs, including one in 
a 14th street department store at $2-.. 
a week, he joined the United States” 
Marine Corps. In seven years of 
service he saw action in Santo Do- 
mingo and in China during the 
Boxer rebellion. Upon quitting the 
marines he returned to other jobs, 
among them playing semi-pro base- 
ball, and as a ball player he picked 
his nickname—Roxy—later to be- 
come better known to the world at 
large than his family name. 

It was while tending*bar in the 
Forest City saioon of his future 
father-in-law that Foxy turned 
exhib. He borrowed some chairs 
from the next-door undertaker, 
hung up a sheet, rented some film 
and charged a nickel admission. 
That sold Roxy on show business, 
and he went to work for Herman 
Fehr at a theatre in Milwaukee. 
From there he went to the Lyric, 
Minneapolis, thence to New York as 
manager of the Regent, a picture 
house at 116th street and Seventh 
avenue. : 

His Progress from 116th St. 

Roxy’s accomplishments at the 
small Regent got him considerable 
attention within the trade, and when 
the late Moe Mark opened the 
Strand, then the largest picture 
house in the world, Mark brought 
Roxy to Broadway to handle it for 
him. The Paramount company then 
attracted Roxy to the Rialto, and 
when Par later built the Rivoli, 
Roxy transferred to the new house. 
The Capitol was his next stop, and 
it was there that Roxy hecame a 
national figure, outside the show 
business as well as in it. i 

At the Capitol, Roxy had devel- 
oped a recital greup of musiciais 
and singers and called it ‘Roxy's 
Gang.’ Among the first, if not the 
first, showmen to realize the exploi- 
tation possibilities of radio, Roxy 
put his ‘Gang’ on the air direct from 
the theatre. At first it was a lIvcal 
broadcast, but when a network was 
established ‘Roxy’s Gang’ went net- 
work and developed into one of the 
earliest’ national radio names. 

At the Capitol Roxy’s authority 
extended only to the curtain line, 
with Major Bowes in charge of the 
front of the house. When fricticn 
developed Roxy left the Capitol and 
went to the Coast on a theatre dez!, 
but returned to the Capitol in * 
short while. His broadcasts eon- 
tinued to add to his reputation, with 
Roxy perhaps being the originator 
of the homey philosophy style of 
chatter that Bowes now affects oh 
the air, and finally led to realiz® 

(Continued on page 3!) 
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Expect Final RKO Reorg by June 1. 
Spitz Back East to Speed It Up 





Chances are that final reorganiza- 
tion of RKO will be complete by 
June 1. The present outlook fur- 
ther is that a plan of reorganiza- 
tion may be presented for the 
Federal Court’s approval in N. Y. 
early in February. 

‘The new owners of RKO, Lehman 
Corp. and Atlas Corp., may have 
considered exercising their option on 
the balance of the RCA’s holdings 
in RKO, prior to reorganization, but 
it is fairly certain now that no such 
action will take place in this man- 
ner. The option runs for around a 
couple of years. RCA’s remaining 
holdings in RKO are under option 
for $6,000,000 to the new Lehman- 
Atlas interests, 

There has been considerable work 
done on reorganization of the com- 
pany’s financial setup since the Leh- 
man-Atlas people stepped into the 
picture. 

No definitive reorganization ar- 
rangements are to be_ revealed, 
however, seemingly until after the 
courts have had opportunity to go 
over the disputed allowance of a 
claim for $9,000,000 to the Rocke- 
feller interests against RKO. This 
claim arises from leases on the two 
Radio City theatres in Rockefeller 
Center, 

There is to be a hearing on this 
matter in Federal Court Jan, 29 ac- 
cording to advices. 

Hearing on $2,618,198 in other 
claims against RKO was held be- 
fore Federal Judge Bondy on Mon- 
day. (13). He has taken the matter 
under consideration. Included 
among the claims is one by the late 
S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) for $179,000. 

Belief is that. RKO reorganization 
will be speeded now that Leo Spitz, 
president, has returned from the 
Coast. There may also be certain 
theatre properties within RKO’s 
jurisdiction, outside of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, which will need re- 
organization and which likewise will 
consume much of Spitz’s attention 
in the ensuing weeks, but KAO isa 
separate entity and not subject to 
RKO reorganization in any way. 

No Effect on KAO 

The RKO reorganization has no 
effect on the Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
setup, no more than does the Irving 
Trust as RKO trustee, have any 
say-so in KAO. KAO is operated as 
a separate entity and is not subject 
to RKO’s 77B situation. 

Ownership of KAO lies between 
RKO, on the one hand, and the 
M. J. Meehan interests on the other, 
A minority amount of KAO pre- 

(Continued on page 59) 
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SCHLESINGER-WB RENEW 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Leon Schlesinger has signed a 
new three-year Warner Bros. con- 
tract for the production of ‘Merrie 
Melody’ and ‘Looney Tune’ car- 
toons, calling for ihe yearly release 
of 13 each. 

Previous deals were on a yearly 
basis. 

Leon Schlesinger now has 100 
animated cartoonists doing his 
Loony Tunes and Merrie Melodies 
because of increased production. 

New unit of 25, under wing of 





Fred Avery, former Universal 
cartoou head, has been added to 
staff. 





KENT, McCARTHY WEST 

S. R. Kent, who had planned a 
Coast visit prior to the holidays to 
confer on production and inspect 
Oe finally gets away Friday 
(17). 

He will be accompanied on this 
trip by Charles E. McCarthy, head 
of publicity and advertising at the 
home office, 


4 





Ben Goetz Scouting 


London, Jan. 14. 
Ben Goetz and Mrs. Goetz sail 
back to New York Jan. 28. Mean- 
time Goetz will arrange for studio 
space locally, probably at Elstree. 
Plans still only tentative but fig- 
ured he will likely return here to 
start active production for Metro 
about May. 


M. SILVERSTONE 
STAYS ABROAD 


London, Jan. 14. 
Understood that Murray Silver- 
stone will not become the United 
Artists’ president in New York after 
ell, because company is unable to 
replace him locally. Silverstone is 
head of UA activities here. 


United Artists’ recent activities 
here have continued to be ambitious, 
including a tieup with the Oscar 
Deutsch circuit, whereby UA _ be- 
comes a stockholder in the theatre 
chain in consideration for supplying 
pictures. According to the deal, UA 
also has the power to tell Deutsch 
where to build more theatres in the 
future, if it wants to. 


Silverstone is also working on a 
deal with Max Schach similar to the 
UA-Korda arrangement. Schach is 
head of Capitol Films, most import- 
ant of the more recent new com- 
panies for production formed here. 
When, and if going through, Schach’s 
UA deal will not alter his five year 
contract with C. M. Woolfe, which 
calls for three pictures annually. 


WANGER SKEDS SEVEN, 
OBTAINS MORE SPACE 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Because of increased production, 
Walter Wanger is converting sev- 
eral buildings on the General Serv- 
ice lot for his exclusive use. Hereto- 
fore, producer used executive build- 
ing on stagger basis. 

Seven pictures skeded for produc- 
tiontion are ‘Big Brown Eyes,’ 
Raoul Walsh directing; ‘The Moon 
Is Our Home,’ under William A. 
Seiter; ‘Brazen,’ for Edward Lud- 
wig; ‘Spendthrift,’ for Al Santell; 
‘Palm Springs,’ with Aubrey Scotto; 
untitled film for Joseph Santley; 
and Anton Litvak, due soon from 
Europe, to handle Charles Boyer in 
‘Sahara.’ 


Par Paring Prod. Costs 


Studio costs at Paramount are 
being substantially reduced in con- 
nection with pictures now in work 
or coming up. 

This economy plan to rub down 
costs at the order of John E. Otter- 
son, is being carried out under the 
supervision of Watterson R. 
Rothacker, 


























Mayer’s Canal Rest 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Louis B. Mayer suddenly and 
quietly slipped on a boat for the 
Canal route east to get a rest and 
shake off a cold. 





FOR ALL BRANCHES 


{[ATSE Convention in Flor- 
ida, Starting Today 
(Wednesday), to Take Up 
Industrialization from Top 
to Bottom 


1-WEEK CONFAB 








Plans for the ultimate complete 
unionization of at least the picture 
industry in all its branches, and 
maybe all show business, by the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
|; Stage Employees will be discussed, 
it is reported, at the semi-annual 
meeting of the I. A. executive board 
in Miami this week and next. The 
board goes into its midwinter ses- 
sion today (Wed.). It will probably 
last a week. 

Steps which the IA is expected 
to take in a unionization drive, for 
much greater power than the union 
has ever had, would not only em- 
brace the entire picture industry 
but other fields of amusements in 
which [A members work. This in- 
cludes all types of places where 
theatrical or film performances are 
given, from local city auditoriums 
up to the Metropolitan Opera House 
and may also take in at a later 
date everything in the way of 
amusements where union jurisdic- 
tion could apply such as_circuses, 
fairs, etc. Frequently in the past 
the IA has had fairs and even lo- 
cal high schools on its ‘unfair’ list 
because its members were not em- 
ployed to handle certain functions. 


Browne’s Hopes 


George E. Browne, president of the 
IA, is said to be intent. on so-called 
‘vertical unionization’ or, in other 
words, ‘unionization from top to 
bottom. This means industrializa- 
tion in line with a strong move- 
ment in this direction in American 
labor led by John Lewis, head of 
the miners’ union. Browne has al- 
ready received from the executive 
council of the American Federation 
of Labor full and complete juris- 
diction of theatres from wall to 
wall, cellar to ceiling. This gives 
the IA preliminary control of the 
situation, making it necessary for 
any branch of unionization in the- 
atres to get its charter from the IA, 

It is estimated that the member- 
ship of the IA would jump from 
30,000 to 60,000 or over on complete 
unionization of theatres alone to 
take in ushers, ticket takers, cash- 
iers, porters, stationary engineers, 
cleaners, repair men and others. 
Any move toward full unionization 
in the picture industry would also 
mean IA cards in studios for sim- 
ilar help now not under any union 


jurisdiction. ° 
IBEW on Coast 
At present the _ International 


Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
which has had a toe into the pic- 
ture industry for several years is 
much more powerful in the AFL 


in pictures has been seriously de- 
cimated by IA’s recent victory over 
the studios, the IBEW nevertheless 
has a total of 900 votes in the AFL, 
while the IA has only 230. More- 
over, the IBEW is represented on 
the AFL executive council while the 
IA isn’t. The situation might be 
reversed or at least balanced, de- 
pending on what success any in- 
dustrialization move by the IA 
achieved. 

Question of the soundmen in the 
Coast studios and whether they are 
to remain with IBEW, or move 
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‘VERTICAL’ SHOW BIZ? 





than the IA. Although its strength- 





MEANS ONE UNION! Browne CIATSE Prez) Tells First 


Cameramen to Shift for Selves 





No Deal 


Hollywood, Jan, 14, 

Fred Meyer and Gregory La 
Cava showed up at Universal 
last Friday (10) with their 
right hands in slings. They 
were to sign a contract but act 
was postponed. 

Sign language no go. 


Screen Actors 


Seek Tie with 
L.A. Labor Body 











Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Screen Actors’ Guild has taken 
steps to join L.A. Central Labor 
council. This is taken as an indi- 
cation that actors are tightening 
lines in preparation of demands to 
producers, 

Guild has American Federation of 
Labor affiliation and privilege of 
membership in the Labor Council by 
its tieup with Actors’ Equity. 

Delegates named by Guild as 
Jabor reps include Ken Thomson, 
Richard Tucker, Pat Somerset and 
Aubrey Blair. 


FWC WEEKLY PROFIT 
BETWEEN $2-250,000 


Fox-West Coast chain of theatres 
which emerged from bankruptcy 
about a year ago is now showing a 
weekly profit of between $200,000 
and $250,000, it is claimed. 

Western chain, on bankruptcy re- 
lease, emerged as National Thea- 
tres, with Skouras Bros, as opera- 


Schaefer to Fla. 


George J. Schaefer left New York 
on Saturday (11) for Florida. He 
is expected to be away for several 
weeks, while holding himself in 
readiness for the St. Louis case in 
which he has been asked to testify. 

It is probable that upon his 
return from the Florida trip Schae- 
fer will announce his future con- 
nection. 

















‘Happiness’ Resumes 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

After five days’ layoff, due to 
story rewrite and change of produc- 
tion reins from Benjamin Glazer to 
Ernst Lubitsch, Marlene WDietrich’s 
starrer, ‘Invitation to Happiness,’ 
resumed to day (Tuesday). 

Grover Jones revamped the script, 
with Henry Hathaway remaining as 


‘director. 





over to the IA for 100% control of 
studios by latter, is expected to be 
decided shortly. An arbitrator will 
probably be appointed by Feb. 1 to 
hear both sides (IBEW and IA). 
Arbiter selected, after listening to 
arguments, will decide the matter 
himself. 

Browne flew on to Miami for to- 
day’s opening of the IA midwinter 
conclave from Chicago after stop- 
ping off there en route from the 
Coast. 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Browne, international 
president of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, held a series of conferences 
last week with producer representa- 
tives to clarify interpretation of 
first cameramen and their duties. 

In reaching agreement with ma- 
jor companies In New York last 
month, which returned IATSE stu- 


dio locals. to the basic studio agree- 
ment, Browne specifically waived all 
claim and jurisdiction to first cam- 
eramen in California, agreeing to 
extend fullest co-operation to those 
men if and when they traveled on 
locations to any part of the U. 8. 
and Canada in IA territory. 

IATSE president, in session last 
week -with executive board of In- 
ternational Photographers, local 659, 
told the cameramen’s leaders that 
the first cameramen would have to 
seek other organizations as bar- 
gaining agency ror the group, as 
the local could not give them any 
protection or standing under terms 
of the basic studio agreement, 

He informed the union board that 
no further first men were to be re- 
instated in the local, but those who 
had continued as members or who 
had secured reinstatement prior to 
Jan. 2 could remain in, as the 
IATSE could not summarily toss 
them off the rolls. 

This explanation by Browne 
brought forth request by first men 
in the union, for clarification of 
duties of their group. Argument was 
advanced that operative firsts 
should be in the union organiza- 
tion and have benefit of its protec- 
tion, as they handle cameras and 
are not entirely classed as directors 
of photography. Most of the opera- 
tive firsts are employed in the inde- 
pendent field, and majority in the 
major plants are in the process :and 
trick departments. 

Result was group of meetings be- 
tween Browne and studio repre- 
sentatives. As waiver of firsts by 
IATSE is written into the basic 
studio agreement, matter will likely 
remain status quo until the return 
of Browne from the Miami sessions 
this week, at which time it is ex- 
pected that Nicholas M. Schenck, 
chairman of major companies labor 
committee, will be on the Coast, 


George 





San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Following re-entry of IATSE into 
major Hollywood studios and labo- 
ratories, San Francisco lensmen, 
never affected by ASC’s regime in 
the south, predict complete union- 
ization of all 35 mm, factories here. 

With about 16 active members of 
the camera local and five sound 
technicians members, organization 
of the dark-room boys is imminent. 
Seven commercial flicker producers 
here have laboratories producing in- 
dustrials and advertising trailers 
and three other firms do straight 
commercial shooting. 


TOO MANY MUSICALS, 
‘RHYTHM’ RILES TAUROG 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Norman Taurog is balking on the 
assignment to direct ‘Rhythm on the 
Range’ at Paramount. Other than 
being out of sympathy with the 
story for Bing Crosby, Taurog 

doesn’t want to direct a musical. 
Director has done two musicals in 
succession, ‘Big Broadcast’ and 
‘Strike Me Pink’ and feels that he 











should do a non-tuner for a change, 
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Advance Production Chart, Pages 14 and 15 
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To To Reach 


By MIKE WEAR 
After considerable irregularit: 








packing and rail shares aided mar- 
ket yesterday (Tues.). Some amuse- 
ments joined in feeble rally, 


Curb exchange supplied best movers 
for picture issues, with Columbia 
Pix pushing up 3 points to 43% and 
Universal Pictures common hitting 
6, for an advance of 1 point. Tech- 
nicolor, also on Curb, continued 
strong, pushing ahead to 21% for 
50c gain. Trans-Lux also was firm, 
reaching 4, only fractionally away 
from best 1935-6 price. 

Universal pfd.; Pathe and Ameri- 
can Seating did best on big board. 
Pathe hit 8%, only fraction from 
“year’s best quotation, while Am. 
Seat advanced 50c. Universal went 
up 1% to 60%. Loew’s common sold 
off.more than a point in reflection 
of dip in earnings for quarter end- 
ing Nov. 21. Report indicated $1.08 
on common, against $1.23 in the 
1935 quarter. Columbia Broadcast- 
ing issue hovered between 47 and 49, 
latter being around best price for 
1935-6. B. F. Keith bonds registered 
a new high at 96%, while Warner 
Bros. 6s went to 88%, only a point 
from peak. 

Whole market turned actively 

(Continued on page 31) 


SIR GUTHRIE OF UA 
HONORED IN LONDON 


+ “Sebi, Jan. 5. 


sicee Year Honor List, with which 
the King hands out handles to the 
nobility, merchant bankers, traders, 
and the like, again passed over the 
‘entertainment industry. _ 

Only film person to be honored 
was Sir Cunnop Gunthrie, who is 
on the board of United Artists and 
London Film Productions, Alex 
Korda’s company. _ 

Previously a.cOmmon or garden 
knight, Sir Cunnop is now pro- 
moted to a baronetcy, which means 
the title sticks in the family in per- 
petuity. He is a city man, with only 
a financial interest in films. 


Par’s ‘Desire’-Pine’ Idea 


Paramount is discussing special 
pre-release world premieres for at 
least two of its pictures, maybe 
more, in Florida in February or 
eariy March, 

Present thought is to give ‘Desire,’ 
new Dietrich starrer, and ‘Trail of 
the Lonesome Pine’ day-and-date 
‘world premieres in Miami and Palm 
Beach in February. 


_ Blystone’ s 20th Finale 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


John Blystene has started ‘Ma- 
tron’s Report’ as his last on a 20th- 
Fox contract. °: 

Director recently signed a Metro 
deal. 

















RICHARD’S FOREIGN 0. 0. 


Gcing over té contact foreign of- 
fices of the Paramount News, A. J. 
Richard, its editor, sailed. Saturday 
(11) for Paris.- He will branch out 
from there to check into the Euro- 
pean situation generally and inspect 
activities under the new setup 
which he organized.on last .sum- 
mer’s trip abroad. 

Richard will be gone a month or 
longer. 





STAHL ON ‘PARNELL’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
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RIVOLI, N. Y., 55-99c 
SCALE FOR CHAPLIN 


When it brings in the Charlie 
Chaplin. comedy, ‘Modern Times,’ 
for its first engagement anywhere, 
the Rivoli, Y., will go to a 99c. 
scale downstairs and 55c. admission 
upstairs every day in the week, in- 
cluding holidays, 

Chaplin has always insisted, in 
New York first runs, on 50c. and $1. 
‘Times’ may be ready for the Riv 
the end of this month but may be 
held back a week or so, depending 
on how ‘Ghost Goes West,’ incum-. 
bent, holds up. 


That 2,000-Ft. Reel Again 


The industry’s committee han- 
dling the new 2,000-foot reel situa- 
tion for  production-distribution 
companies meets next Friday (17) 
at Hays office to discuss latest de-. 
velopments. J. S. MacLeod, of Met, 
called the confab. 

Discussion of plans being made 
by exchange systems of major dis- 
tribs to alter vault racks and in- 
spection of new 2,000-foot reel 
samples, and samples of cases, will 
occupy most of time. It’s entirely 
likely that the committee will agree 
on specific qualifications or style of 
bigger spool for whole industry, 
since this would mean saving for 
all distributors. 


Grant Held Abroad, 
Taylor Draws Spot 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Cary Grant’s delayed hegira from 
Eng'‘and gives Kent Taylor a break 
in Paramount’s ‘Florida Special.’ 
Pic starting Jan. 27. 

Jack Oakie spotted in produc- 
tion. Afterwards Oakie will top 
‘Burlesque.’ 
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20th’s Magyar Farce 


. London, Jan, 5. 
‘Liebe Nicht .Genugend’ (‘Love 
Not Enough’) farce from the Hun- 
garian, has been purchased by 20th 
Century-Fox. Henry Sherek was 
responsible for the deal.. 
Sherek also intends to have the 
play adapted for the English stage, 
and produce it in the West-End. 





METRO’S ‘CHEER’ PATTERN 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Unable to thread the story to- 
gether, Metro is following the stage 
formula on ‘As Thousands Cheer’ 
but will eliminate the political 
sketches. 
Studio, maintaining that the orig- 


inal score is now too familiar, will 
have new numbers written. 


John M. Stahl goes east today 
(Tuesday) to look over the stage 
version of ‘Parnell’ before directing 
the Irish revolution yarn for Metro. 

Brian Aherne may draw the name 





WAXMAN RENEWS WITH G-B 





role in the film adaptation. 





Republic-Welsh Settle 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Republic acceded 
a settlement 


ciate producer 


which had a year to run. 


Welsh was barred from the lot 
He joined 
Republic after the Monogram mer- 


after contract dispute. 


ger. 


to Robert 


Welsh’s terms and paid the asso- 
of 


around $10,000 on his contract, 


Prior to sailing for England, Mark 
Ostrer, chairman of the board of 
Gaumont British Picts. concluded 
arrangements with A. P. Waxman, 
the company’s advertising and pub 
head, for a renewal of the latter's 
contract. 





W. J. Bryan’s Kin’s Pic Spot 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Metro has spotted John Bryan, 
grandson of the Great Commoner, in 
‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 
It’s his first picture break. 





ry 





PICFGRES 
Diab Starts at Col, 


Hy Daab went on the job Mon- 
day (18) as head of advertising and 
publicity for Columbia at the home 
{ office. -Daab’s. family will come 
Teast to join him in a couple of 
weeks. 

No changes other than those made 
prior to Daab’s arrival east were 
made upon his entry into the top 
ad-pub spot at Col. 

Frank Spicker, head of Columbia’s 
art department and with Col for 10 
years at the home office, has re- 
signed and before making new con- 
nections is going to .New. Mexico 
to vacation with friends. He is 
buying a trailer and. will drive out 
in tourist style with his family. Co- 
lumbia’s art department was vir- 
tually organized by Spicker on his 
entrance into the company. 


RODNEY STAYS EAST 
ON LOU SAGAL ESTATE 


Gene Rodney, son-in-law of the 
late Lou Sagal, New England the- 
atre and realty tycoon (Poli’s), is 
remaining east with his wife for 
about six months handling the Sa- 
gal estate’s affairs. The late show- 
man’s many holdings in N. E., rang-, 
ing from creameries to show prop- 
erties and real estate; necessitated 
Rodney getting a leave of absence 
as Eddie Small’s (Reliance Pic- 
tures) production assistant. 

The two Rodney children are be- 
ing left in Hollywood at school. 


Mitchell to Install 
Brit Color Equipment 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

George Mitchell, founder of Mit- 
chell Camera Company, will go to 
England to supervise installation of 
equipment in the new British 
Technicolor plant being constructed 
at Denham studios. 

He will have charge of construc- 
tion of the laboratory and process- 
ing equipment which is to be built 
in England from Technicolor de- 
signs. Cameras for the British color 
subsid are being constructed here 
for shipment. 


Fox, Detroit, $59,531 Fees 


Detroit,- Jan. 14. 


Receiver and attorney fees from 
Jan. 1, 1932 to Dec, 10, 1935, totaling 
$59,531, for the Fox theatre building 
were approved this week by Circuit 
Judge Vincent M. Brennan. 

Amount includes _ receivership 
costs of the Colwood Co., owners/of 
part of the land on which building 
is located, The Union Guardian 
Trust Co. is receiver for property, 
and the firm of Dykema, Jones & 
Wheat, attorneys. 


























20TH’S WESTERNS 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Darryl Zanuck is figuring on a 
series of westerns under Sol Wurt- 
zel’s production at the Western 
avenue studio. He is testing juve 
stock players for leads. 





READ’S FLA, REST CURE 


In ill health lately, Walter Reade 
is planning to leave for Florida in 
a week or so for a rest. 


LL. A. to N. Y. 


M. J. Wesifeldt. ° 
Bruce Cabot. 
Dashiell Hammett. 
Lina Basquette, 
Bebe Daniels. 

Ben Lyon. 

Louis Lipton. 
Jules Epstein, 

Phi] Epstein. 
Marcel De Sano. 
Edmund Gwenn. 
Leland Hayward. 
Ricardo Cortez. 
Wallace Beery. 
John M. Stahl. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Lou Diamond, 
Harry Goetz. 

8S. Hurok. 

Irving Berlin. 
Charles R, F'ogers. 
John Rogers. 
Douglas Fairbanks, 
Tyler Breoke. 











S. R. Kent. 
Charles E. McCarthy. 
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inside Stul—Pictures. 


Whys and wherefores of breaks fn Hollywood are many, sich as the 
case of a former chorus boy-who found siedding tough in flmdom., When 
~_ wended his way to Broadway and a nitery job, a Coast producer 
caught him on N. Y. visit, and arranged to pay his fare back to Holly- 
wood for a test. That was weeks ago. Since the ex-chorus boy’s arrival 
he has been under the supervision of the producer's top dance director, 
ironing out the roughage so that he'll be tops when going before the test 
photogs," 


—- 














It seems certain that Harry M. Warner, in kis own behalf, will not 
consider taking any position in the projected purchase of control of 
Universal Pictures There has been talk’ which concerned Warner per- | 
sonally as a prospective principal in the Cowdin-Rogers group. The 
Warner Bros, company was not concerned in any such talks. Harry 
Warner, as a personal matter, seemingly was asked to consider the sit- 
uation but it looks cold now. 





Similarity of ‘Invisible Ray’ and ‘Dracula’s Daughter,’ 
was the reason studic postponed production on the latter. 
producer would take.‘Daughter’ after viewing ‘Ray.’ 
recently passed ‘Daughter’ over to Eph Asher, 

Bela Lugosi has been dropped at U_ because of the delay on ‘Daughter.’ 
But studio has asked for option on his services starting when it is decided 
to make the flicker. 


at Universal, 
No associate 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., 





Italian forces operating against Haile Selassie are paying $10 for every 
Ethiopian who deserts and joins Italy’s military forces, according to 


.official word received by newsreel officials here. Money is paid in newly 


coined ‘thalers,’ rated about the equivalent of the American silver dollar. 
One newsreel this week showed money actually being paid, although 
details and significance was skimmed over lightly in accompanying dialog. 





Plan to have Los Angeles court set time limit for collection on money 
Biveaways is being pushed by M. A. Kurstin, operator of the Boulevard 
theatre. Kurstin is threatened with sult by a woman patron who showed 
up 20 minutes after expiration of three minute limit. 

Operator says he'll allow complaint to go to courts to establish limit, 
in order to stave off any similar actions, 





Newsreels of the Hauptmann trial at Flemington, N. J., were supplied 
Governor Hoffman of New Jersey promptly and without cost when the 
chief executive requested them in connection with convicted defendant’s 
appearance before the N, J. board of pardons, Newsreel executives deny 
that some 20,000 feet of film cost the state of New Jersey any fee or even 
a rental, 





When Martin Moonéy, newspaper reporter, begins serving his 30-day 
sentence in the east on contempt of court charges, his scenarist salary 
at Warners’ Coast studio will go on uninterrupted. He also will take a 
typewriter into the hoosegow to do a prison story for the studio. 

Mooney recently completed a parole yarn which Warners is doing 
under the title of ‘Back Door.’ 





Jack McGowan’s deal at Metro has a peculiar twist. He’s now on loan 
to that studio, has been there six months and has -worked on four screen 
plays. 

McGowan was brought west by Metro to work on ‘Broadway Melody.’ 
Following that job he was dropped and picked up by Fox. Immediately 
thereafter he was loaned back to Metro, 





While the newsreels left the Rose Bowl game at Pasadena out in the 


cold, they gave the Orange Bowl grid battle and parade at Miami full 


coverage. Newsreelers’ action on the Rose Bowl battle was played up 
with headlines by Florida papers, 

Rose Bowl deal gave Reliable Pictures only pictures of game and lim- 
ited newsreels to 100 feet, so they passed it up entirely. 





Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has a ruling which pro- 
hibits a producer from screen crediting himself with the writing of a 
screen play..When ‘Anything Goes’ (Par) was previewed no story credits 
appeared. Screen adaptation was written by Benjamin Glazer, who also 
produced it. 





Well known film star, now playing secondary part in Shakespearean 
play, for which he was once said to be without an equal, is finding it 
hard to memorize a dozen words of dialog. Three coaches are with him 
from time he enters studio until he leaves, but he continually blows his 
wordage, 





During the three years Paramount owned ‘The Case of Mrs. Ames,’ 
studio spent around $100,000 on the story. Then Walter Wanger got 
hold of it, and in eight weeks Gene Towne and Graham Baker had a 
working script. Yarn now set for early production with many of the 
directors, who passed it up at Par, willing to make it. 





Reorganization committee for General Theatres Equipment, which is 
headed by Arthur W. Loasby, has extended the time for making deposits 
under the reorganization plan of Aug. 31 to Feb. 1. Originally such de- 
posits were supposed to have been in this month, but the extension 
allows about two weeks’ additional time. 





One of the first problems facing Douglas Fairbanks on his Hollywood 
production of ‘Marco Polo’ is a squabble with Oscar Hammerstein II, and 
Jerome Kern as to his right to that title. Hammerstein and Kern claim 
to own the stage and screen rights. mevte! 





British International Pictures has advised its Coast rep, William Moor- 


‘| ing, to seek another player to succeed the late John Gilbert in ‘The Tenth 


Man.’ Tentative deal called for Gilbert to receive $25,000, plus transpor- 
tation, 





Paramount is waiting until it can determine b.o. value of ‘Collegiate’ 
before picking up option on Joe Penner. Original deal ws for two pic- 
tures at $100,000 each Option stipulates an increase, 





Jeanne Dressler, secretary to Jack Cohn, will wed Frank Grann, exploi- 
tation exec in the New York offices of Columbia. Ceremony 1s slated 
for Feb. 15. Miss Dressler resigns a post she has held for 15 years. 





‘TOP HAT’ TOPHOLE IN PAREE 











Paris, Jan. 14, 

‘Top Hat’ (RKO) grossed ap- 
proximately $50,000 in three weeks 
at Le Paris, new Champs Elysees 
1,000-seater, which is called a new 
high for Paris for American films 
in original versions. First — week 
was quoted at $19,800. 

New house is run by G. Uman- 
sky, who also has the Miracles- 
Byron and Avenue. Was opened 
with a gala performance to which 
a provision was that all first night 
customers must wear top hats, 





Metro Tees Up ‘Frisco’ 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

W. S. Van Dyke will put ‘San 
Francisco’ into production this 
week at Metro. Clark Gable and 
Jeanette MacDonald will be co- 
starred. Spencer Tracy may be 
added to cast. 

Anita Loos and Robert Hopkins, 
who did the script, have returned 
to their writing job on ‘Saratoga,’ 
which will star Joan Crawford. 
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RKO Tries Lil’ Theatre Piece to Break 


Dual Bill Monotony in White Plains 





White Plains, Jan. 14. 

Management of the RKO house 
(3,000 seater) stunted with a dra- 
matic amateur twist at its Friday 
night show (10), presenting the 
Wayside Players of Scarsdale in the 
break between its double-feature 
film policy. It was the first of a 
series of such week-end stage pres- 
entations, and it may spread. Fig- 
ured that there are at least 25 little 
theatre groups flourishing in West- 
chester district, each giving around 
six offerings a year, making a total 
of 150 shows either in parish halls 
or on community platforms. The- 
atre wants to bring them on regu- 
larly if possible. The idea was con- 
ceived by the house manager, Herb 
‘ Jennings. 

Idea tied in to 
to present some 


sustain interest is 
nameless play, or 
at least a part of one, pass out 
blanks to patrons entering, and then 
let them knit their brows for an ap- 
propriate label. Prize is a theatre 
pass for a period of weeks. 

Particular Westchester patronage 
is unique to a certain degree, in 
that residents are suburbanites, but 
have daily -access tc sw York, and 
mostly are above par when it comes 
to living in comfort. Little theatre 
movements get much _  attentiu 
through this area, and Friday 
night’s tryout was the first time for 
a home-made legit offering to rate 
a more professional frame. Players 
are assured of a wider turn-out and 
extra showmanly attention. 

First one was a thriller in modern 
dress. Coupled with ‘Show Them 
No Mercy’ (20th-Fox) and ‘Navy 
Wife’ (Fox), it made the entire pro- 
gram slightly tinged with blood. 
However, as show progressed (it 


ran nearly 50 minutes), house 
laughed over the murders, sleep- 
walkers and fitful emoters. Setting 


on stage was to represent a dinner 
party in a deserted theatre, so the 
house itself lent an authentic aura. 
A trailer was run off first, with cast 
announced including close-ups and 
a short synopsis of coming fare. It 
seemed too long, and if continued as 
a weekly novelty, should be kept 
well within the 30 or 40 minute 
limit. 

Customers hissed and cheered at 
will, as the events piled up on each 
other. Breathing spell should mean 
something to those sitting through 
a dual bill. 

Show was repeated on Saturday 
with two performances. Local pa- 
pers tied-in on the spread, although 
the local radio outlet, WFAS, which 
is housed in the Roger Smith hos- 
telry nearby, was not included in the 
exploitation campaign. Radio spots 
seems a natural part of such a pro- 
gram. 

Those taking part included Thomas 
Scofield, Todd Fairbairn, Douglas 
Vincent, Beatrice Zehder, Mary 
Lawrence, Patricia Ryan, Blanche 
Lamb and Hazel Schwarz. Business 
good at the Friday opener. 

Jennings has been an exploitation 
and theatre man with Keith’s, RKO 
and Loew for years. His lil’ theatre 
idea for commercial purposes stacks 
up as a refreshing interlude for 
such spots as can play it, and be- 
yond that it looks like an excellent 
ballyhoo stunt for the ec , 

rat. 


Socialite B. C. Extras 


Vancouver, Jan, 14. 

Socialite Victoria has gone film- 
extra in a way t« gladden the hearts 
of Central Films Co. (Columbia 
subsidiary), and adding to spirit of 
co-operation the Victoria city 
fathers hope will attract more Hol- 
lywood units to British Columbia. , 

Wedding scene, final sequence in 
“Tugboat Princess,” Valerie Hob- 
son and Lester Mathews principals, 
was a gala affair at Canadian 
Pacific Railway’s palatial Empress 
Hotel. ‘Guests’ included a host of 
socialites and naval officers. Fifty 
children. from a_ Victoria girls’ 
orphanage also used in the scene. 











WARNER OPENS LAB 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

New laboratory on the Warner 
lot was opened last week by C. L. 
Iarrand, president of United Re- 
search, a WB subsid, for develop- 
ment of processes and patents. 

Crew in own quarters recently 
constructed, 





‘Dracula’s Dotter’ on 
Universal Sked Again 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Universal has decided to make 
‘Dracula’s Daughter’ after many 
script delays. New play is being 
prepared on formula of ‘Invisible 
Ray’ under Lambert Hillyer’s. di- 
rection. 

Similar scientific approach to hor- 
ror and thrill elements is being in- 
corporated, eliminating the purely 
supernatural. 


N. Y. RIVOLI! OWNERS, 
ASK SALE AT $1,500,000 


Future of the Rivoli, New York, 
important first run house for many 
years and home of the United 
Artists product for a long time now, 
is somewhat in doubt beyond ex- 
piration of the lease held on the 
theatre by 1J.& Theatre. Circuit, Inc. 
Pending any deal for renewal of the 
lease by the UA circuit from No- 
vember, 1937, when it expires, the 
Barney Estate, owners of the prop- 
erty, are offering it for sale. 

Whether or not the action of the 
Barney Estate in placing the theatre 
on the market for sale means that 
the UA Circuit will not renew its 
present lease, isn’t known this far in 
advance, sources indicating that re- 
newal by UA may be a question of 
terms. It is also possible that the 
UA circuit may be interested in 
gaining ownership control of the 
Riv. 

Barney Estate is asking $1,500,- 
000 for the prceperty. In rent: and 
taxes, the theatre is now costing 
UA around $87,000 a year but indi- 
cated in realty circles that by the 
time the present UA lease expires 
the taxes may be substantially in- 
creased. 

Riv holds a United Artists fran- 
chise for this company’s picture 
product through next season (1936- 
37) or up to near the date on which 
the UA circuit lease expires. UA 
as a distributing company and UA 
circuit are two different organiza- 
tions, the distributing concern not 
having control of the circuit bearing 
its name. Joseph M. Schenck is the 
largest holder in the UA circuit. 
Schenck is now chairman of the 
board of 20th Century-Fox and the 
UA chain, in turn, has control now 
of the Fox-Metropolitan theatres. 


Detroit’s 16mm. Ams 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Local American Motion Picture 
Co., Sidney Stearn président, will 
produce two single reels and one 
feature per month in 16 mm. Fem 
lead in first flicker will be Adele 
Rose, one of the World's Fair’s 
‘Miss America’ contests, a Detroit 
photographie model. Other leads 
will be obtained from local dramatic 
groups. 

Dramatic coach and director is 
Edward A. Ferguson, formerly co- 
director with Jessie Bonstelle and 
recently coach of Ingleside Club 
productions. In charge of produc- 
tion is W. Emerson Clyma, presi- 
dent Detroit Movie Club, local Ama- 
teur Cinema group. Milo J. Frawley 
is technical director. 

















BROWN’S N. Y. HOP 


Holly wood, Jan. 14. 
Clarence Brown finished ‘Wife 
vs. Secretary’ at Met:.o yesterday 
(Monday). 
After preview he hops east with 
Mrs. Brown for short vacash. 





FORD’S 4 PIONEERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Pioneer has engaged John Ford to 
direct four features. 
He will begin, pact as soon as 
Lloyd Corrigan completes Pioneer's 
jnext film, ‘Dancing Buccaneers.’ 





NEW CINEMA IDE 


nd 


3-Act Original Play in Santa 
Monica Picture House to 
Oust Duals Policy— 
F-WC’s Belmont, L. A., 
Trying Tabloid Version of 
‘Bad Man’ 


PAYROLL PROBLEM 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Two showmen’s ventures were 
launched in this area last week 
which may have considerable bear- 
ing on picture house programs dur- 
ing the coming year in Southern 
California territory and may prove 
entertainment sponge to absorb 
much idle theatre talent. 

Wilshire theatre in Santa Monica 
coupled a three-act play, ‘Give Till 
It Hurts,’ with a single picture in 
effort to horn out one of the usual 
double feature bills. Play was set 
in for four days as tryout and if it 
clicks will be sent out on road for 
similar legit-picture combo for 
other neighborhood houses. Players 
share in percentage of take. Wil- 
shire theatre, management Robert 
E. Wells, will repeat with weekly 
legit offering, full length play, if 
idea clicks, Initial play, farce com- 
edy by Jack Preston, was fairly well 
received, running a little over two 
hours. Question is whether setup 
can bring in sufficient money to 
provide cakes for actors. ‘Give Till 
It Hurts’ had 18 in cast. House 
seats 1,300. 

Other venture is a Fox-West 
Coast experiment at the Belmont, 
Los Angeles, where condensed ver- 
sion of plays will be added to double 
bills to comprise program about 15 
minutes longer than current shows, 
and with prices boosted from for- 
mer 35c. to 75c. top for reserved 
seats, over 40c. for general admish, 
and 55c. loges., 

First compressed play, to run 2 
week, is ‘The Bad Man,’ featuring 
Roy D’Arcy, Otis Harlan, Barry 
Norton and Viva Tattersail. Dim- 
outs will take place of curtains, play 
running around 50 minutes. Shorts 
will be dropped. Adaptation of 
plays will be in motion picture 
technique, under supervision of 
Harry Garson, manager of the thea- 
tre and former silents producer, In 
this venture also, money for players 
is the deciding issue. Start last 
Saturday showed promise that 
combination may be continued. 

Exhibs are closely watching re- 
sults, 





Staub Looking Over 
Initialer at Metro 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Ralph Staub is installed at Metro, 
and is going over story material for 
his first. picture he will direct on 
the lot. 

Staub has been with Warners for 
the past two years as producer-di- 
rector of two reel filmusicals and 
comedies. 





MARGARET MORRIS SET 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Margaret Morris will be featured 
in Beaumont’s ‘Breed of the Border’ 
which gets under way Jan. 15 at 
Argosy studios, Charles Hutchinson 
direeting. 

Conway Tearle’s fourth picture 
follows Feb. 5. 





Lou Diamond’s Briefie O. O. 


Lou Diamond, head of the shorts 
subject department of Paramount 
at the home office, planed Saturday 
(11) for Hollywood to look over new 
shorts material at the Coast plant 
and to discuss possible releasing 
deals with indies turning out brief- 
ies. 
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COAST WATCHES '6 Mos. After NRA’s Demise, the Pic 


Biz Looks Back on Anti-Trust 
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And Uniform Contract Provisos 


Carroll Wanted for 
‘Laughing Eyes’ Lead 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Republic is dickering with Nancy 
Carroll for the fem lead in ‘Laugh- 
ing Irish Eyes’ with Phil Regan. 
Picture is scheduled to start Jan. 17. 

Sammy Stept and Sidney Mitchell 
have been engaged to write four 
numbers for the picture. Joe Sant- 
ley directs. 


PAR’S EXPLOITATION 
SEXTET ON NEW PIX 


Paramount has sent six men on 
the road ahead of forthcoming pic- 
tures in line with adyertising and 
sales campaign on product that will 
be released in January through 
March. Bill Pine went into the 
middle west from the studio, while 
Cliff Lewis, also out of L. A., is 
routed into the southwest. Rufus 
Blair is covering the northwest, 
while Lou Smith is handling the 
Chicago-Ohio territory; C. N. Odell, 
New England and the middle Atlan- 
tic states, and Chris Dunphy south. 

Sent on the road to contact local 
theatre managers, branch managers 
and newspapers, the six Par field 
men are also carrying with them 
special one-reel trailers “on ‘Desire,’ 
‘Anything Goes’ and ‘Milky Way.’ 
All of these will be released in 
February. 

Later on the same men will tour 
the country on ‘Klondike Annie,’ 
‘Give Use This Night’ and ‘Trail of 
the Lonesome Pine,’ pictures which 
are scheduled for March release. 


eames 


Trans-Lux Leases B’klyn 
Houses; Mayer’s N.Y. Pool 


Trans-Lux has leased one of its 
Brooklyn, N. Y., houses, is negotiat- 
ing to lease the other in that bor- 
ough, and has entered into a pooling 
operating arrangement with Arthur 
Mayer to cover its two New York 
theatres, one at Broadway and 49th 
street, other at Madison and 60th 
street. It will continue operating 
control of its Philadelphia news 
bandbox. 

Under the deal with Mayer, just 
closed, the two TL houses in New 
York are pooled with Mayer’s Rialto, 
Mayer as operator in association 
with Major L. E. Thompson. Mayer 
will continue to book his own pic- 
tures for the Rialto, while Walter 
Howe will continue to book the two 
TL programs, subject to supervision 
of Mayer and Thompson, Latter has 
been operating all TL houses. Under 
the pool, the arrangement is for the 
length of the leases on the two TL 
theatres, or around 10 years. Mayer 
has a 20-year lease on the Rialto. 

The TL Flatbush (Bklyn) house 
has been leased to the Jefferson 
Amusement Corp., a new group of 
indies. Downtown TL house at 
Fulton street, which has been on a 
week-to-week lease to Joseph R. 
Fliesler, is to be leased on a term 
to someone else. Jeff group will 
operate the Flatbush house with 














features the same as the Fulton|/* 


street house has been doing under 
Fliesler. 





MAJOR THOMPSON’S OP. 


Major Leslie R. Thompson, RKO 
theatre operating head, underwent 
an ope.ation for gall bladder trouble 
Jan. 8 in New York hospital, New 
York. 


He is recuperating satisfactorily. 





Awaken ‘Helena’ After 20 Years 
Hollywood, Jan, 14. 


‘The Awakening of Helena Richie,’ | 


novel y Margaret Deland, is being 


ecripted by Robert Chapin at Metro. | 
Harry Rapf will produce film from |} 


the yarn written two decades ago. 





With the code enforcement por- 
tion of the NRA now dead for about 
six months, picture industry’s in- 
ventory of itself finds that the ab- 
sence of the Blue Eagle has influ- 
enced two principal phases of its 
(industry) existence. One has to 
do with uniform contracts and other 
is concerned with anti-trust laws. 
The passing of the blue bird is 
regarded as affecting these two 
sections the most—one influencing 
the producing - distributing com- 
panies, and the other the exhibitors, 

Under the NRA regime, distribu- 
tors were beginning to feel the 
pressure of exhibitor demand for a 
uniform contract. Allied was about 
to bring the subject before the Code 
Authority in New York for perusal 
because leaders of that organiza- 
tion felt that such body was the 
proper one to give the matter con- 
sideration. 

Urge for some such uniform 
agreement on pictures was predi- 
cated to a large extent on fact that 
hone had been in existence for a 
numbers of years. MPTOA also was 
ready to present its views in behalf 
of independent exhibs on contracts 
as the NRA folded. Had the indigo 
bird survived a bit longer, belief 
held by some legal lights in the 
industry is that all major distrib- 
utors would have had some sort of a 
uniform contract handed them by 
the Code Authority. 

Oddly enough, though the inde- 
pendents were greatly outnumbered 
by major companies in any C. A. 
confab, they still were able to sit in 
on the parleys and to have a real 
voice in proceedings. Set-up was 
that if they were nct properly heard, 
or had some influence in considering 
this subject, they always had the 
recourse of shouting to Washington. 

‘Major representatives were cog- 
nizant of this situation and had no 
desire to overlook the indies’ angle. 
Which is why even most rabid 
major company leaders felt that the 
C, A. was headed towards some uni- 
form contract. 

Exit of the indigo bird also 
brought about re-vitalization of 
anti-trust laws. Tendency to give 
possible Sherman act violations the 
sly wink under the NRA regime 
passed shortly after the Supreme 
Court ruled the NIRA code sections 
unconstitutional. Talk of one or 
two mergers in the industry sud- 
denly dwindled to a whisper, and 
finaily stopped altogether. 


SEE SETTLEMENT OF 
FRIEDMAN’S $24,000 


oO --- 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, 

Signs here last week pointed to a 
less-than-verdict settlement of 
$24,007 damages awarded Samuel 
Friedman, former Farrell and 
Sharon (Pa.) exhibitor against 
eight distributing corporations for 
violation of Sherman anti-trust law. 
Jury awarded Friedman $8,000, 
which was tripled under terms of 
law, as well as counsel fees. 

Defendants, however, appealed for 
new trial and judge in federal court, 
after reviewing case, granted it. 
Attorneys for both sides then im- 





mediately wrote ‘closed’ across 
docket, with plaintiff apparently 
having agreed to take smaller 


amount if other side agreed to drop 
plans for new trial. 

Neither side; would say what sum 
was settled on, nor would they infer 
that any out-of-court agreement 
had been reached. 





RKO'S LEGIT SIGNATORIES 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


RKO Radio has signed Franees 
sage, New York Theatre Croup act- 
ESS, 

Sti div also lifted the option on 
John Carrell. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





‘Cook’-Bill Robinson Skim L.A. 
For $18,009; ‘Obsession’ Strong at 


$25,000, “Tale’ Good, Blood Oke 


— 





Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Chinese-State) 


_Nothing unusually outstanding 
from take standpoint in local first- 
run estavlishments current week. 
‘Tale of ''wo Cities,’ which had been 
calculaied as big box office, not a 
smash but good at Chinese and 
State, with indications that subse- 
quent runs, through word. of mouth, 
will be heavy gravy for the pic. 

Paramount individual leader on 
income for week with ‘Could Only 
Cook’ and stage show headed by 
Bik Robinson will hit around $13,00v. 
RKO and Pantages have coin-getter 
in ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ which is 
carded to stay in both houses for 
two weeks. Joint initial stanza take 
should hit around the $25,000 mark. 

‘Captain Bloud’ continued at good 
stride for second stanza at Warners 
Downtown and Hollywood, and will 
stay’ ior a third week. 

Pour Star has English musical, 
‘First a Girl,’ which got great no- 
tices, with production classed 2s 
equal and if not better than most 
American musicals with trade okay 
to start. 

Chinese and State went strong on 
radio exploitation campaign for 
‘Two Cities,’ using 15-minute pro- 


—grams over four stations, with scene 


transcriptions prior to opening and 
during week. In addition had tie-in 
with 5-10c store putting out 45,000 
paper bag carriers having name of 
production and theatre printed on 
both sides, with canvass of schools 
and libraries made through presen- 
tation of study guides to pupils on 
the Dickens - opus. Campaign, 
though best in town, was not fruit- 
fu] from b. o, angle. ° 
Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 36-40- 
55)—‘Two Cities’ (MG). Looks to 
bring good week for house with 
$11,060. Last week ‘Burlesque’ (20) 
in seven and half days, including 
New Year’s eve, did plenty oke, 


~ Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 30-35- 
40)—‘Capt. Blvod’ (WB) (2d week). 
They like it here and will hold third 
stanza, take will hit around $8,500. 
Last week, with New Year opening 
and seven half day week, came 
through in good style to $14,500. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 36-35)— 
‘First a Girl (GB). Looks as though 
will go two or three weeks, initial 
week around $5,000. Last week 
*Mister Hobo’ (GB) okay at $3,400, 
including holiday midnite shows. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-35-40- 
55)—‘Capt. Blood’ (WB) (2d week). 
Best holdever attraction house has 
had in long time, looks like cinch 
$8,000. Holds over. Last week, first 
with midnite show counted in. went 
to town aplenty, and got $14,700. 

Orpheum (Bway) (2,276; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Man of Iron’ (WB) and ‘Whis- 
pering Smith’ (20th) split and 
vaudeville. No dynamic combina- 
tion for coin, but profit. to house at 
$6,300. Last week ‘Without Regret’ 
(Par) and vaude headed by Leo 
Carrillo big at $9,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,760; 25-35-40) 
—Magnificent Obsession’ (U). With 
two previews thrown in on first 
three nights, this one, though not 
needing that aid, is headed for close 
to $13.000 on first week. Last week 
‘I Dream’ (RKO) ran to expected 
pace and showed big profit with 
windup of $16.500. 

Paramount. (Patmar) (3.595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Could Only Cook’ (Col) and 
stage show. Star always helpful 
» o. tonic here, with house headed 
ior good $18,060. Last week ‘Col- 
leziate’ (Par), stage show and pix 
of Rose Bowl game and Tourra- 
ment of Roses, town’s exclusive, for 
eight and half days came little short 
of the $31,500 mark, which is plenty 
and a record for a long time here. 

RKO (2.950; 25-35-40-55)—‘Mag- 
nificent Obsession’ (1). Though 
running hit behind Pantages on this 
one, business is unusually heavy, 
and it’s headed for the $12.990 mark. 
Last week ‘I Dream’ (RKO) little 
shy of what was expected, but no 
complaints at $9.400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40- 
§5)—'T wo Cities’ (MG). Hitting lit- 
tle better than Chinese, with chance 
of hitting the $12.500 mark. Last 
week ‘Burlesque’ (20th) bit short of 
$12.500. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) 
30-40-55) — ‘King of 


(2,100: 
Burlesque’ 


(26th). Had a bank night of hetter 
than $1,000 to bolster matters, 
will hit little better than the 
$5.000 mork. Last week “Pr*ol 


(20th). kiddies went stron for Shir- 
ley Temple ang showed honse big 
profit in tunin® out with $6,700. 


—— es 


Riffraff’ $4390, Tacema 


Tacoma, Jan. 14 
Harlow tops Tacoma. 
Biz generally fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Homrick) (74%; *¢ 
27)—Pompeil’ (RKO) and ‘Missing 
Man’ (Col) juval. Fair for $1,540 
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Last week, ‘Chan’s Secret’ (20th) 
and ‘Payoff’ (FN) dual, $2,500, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 16- 
27-37)—‘Riffraft’ (MG) and ‘Stars 
Over Broadway’ (WB) dual. Steady 
pace, nice combo, anticipates $1,300, 


o.k. Last week, ‘Littlest Kebel’ 
(20th) and ‘Dudley’ 20th) dual, 
$5,200, big. 


Roxy (Hamrick) (1,30@; 16-27-37) 
— ‘Monte Carlo (20th) and ‘3 Kids 
and Queen’ (UA) also called ‘Old 
Battleaxe’ for local wallop, same as 
in Seattle recently. Good for $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Night at Opera’ (MG) 
and ‘Pacific Fleet’ (WB) dual, $5,100, 
great. 


Albee-Fay's, Prov, 
Hort Each Other 
With Vaudeville 


Providence, Jan. 14. 


(Best Exploitation: RKO Albee) 

Coin on the loose again, exhibitors 
plenty happy, weather ideal and 
fans taking advantage of swell 
product in town. Every stand, with 
one or two exceptions, going to town 
with grosses well up in the higher 
brackets. 

This week saw Albee once again 
switching to vaudeville and pictures, 
thus placing itself in direct com- 
petition with Fay’s, which has 
always played combo policy regard- 
less of biz. ales 

The stand-outs this week look like 
‘Wilderness’ at Loew's and ‘Bride 
Comes Home’ at the Strand. Former 
doing nice business and gross should 
be around $15,000. 

Strand’s present terrific pace in- 
dicates that house should come 
through with a dandy $10,000. 
Albee figuring on $8,500 for first 
week of vaudeville; not teriffic, but 
no red ink. Fay’s likely to take it 
on the chin because of opposish; 
sister house, Majestic, with ‘Show 
No Mercy,’ doing oke and figures on 
$9,000 <ross at least. 

RKO Victory trying to cash in on 
publicity of Informer’ being picked 
outstanding picture of the year. 
Going. oke. 

Past few weeks have been rather 
inactive ones for the ballyhoo boys, 
but current stanza brought out some 
effort to plug shows. Albee’s p. a. 
department takes the nod for cam- 
paign on inaugural bill of vaude- 
ville, bally taking im several un- 
usual stunts. Town filled with plugs 
of all types, window displays, radio 
plugging, sound truck advertising, 
telephone merchandising and delug- 
ing town and nearby communities 
with all kinds of paper. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3.200; -15-25-40)— 
‘Wilderness’ (MG) and ‘Dan Mat- 
tews’ (Col). Second picture no help; 
result might have been much better 
if main film played on solo bill, 
allowing more unloading of capacity 
audiences, but as it is $15,000 gross 
not to be sneezed at. Last week 
‘Riff Raff’ (M) petered out after 
swell start to $11,000; should have 
been better. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par) ang 
‘Forced Landing’ (Rep); striking 
the right spot with the natives, 
augurs $10,000 at least, plenty nice. 
Lase week ‘Collegiate’ (Par) zoomed 
to a high $11.800 for eight days. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)—‘Two 
in Dark’ (RKO) and ‘International 
Scandals’ on stage; flesh enter- 
tainment having right effect on box 
office; house anticipates $8,500 for 
the week, okay. Last week, ‘Dream 
Too Much’ (RKO) and ‘Red Salute’ 
(UA) soured after nice start; $9,000 
for eight days. : 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40) 
—No Mercy’ (20th) and ‘Uncle 
Dudley’ (20th). Plenty strength; if 
pace continues should have no 
trouble topping $9,900, excellent. 
Last week ‘Capt. Blood’ (WB) 
soared to $11,000, good money for 
this stand. 

Fay’s (2.200; 15-25-40)—‘Born to 
Gamble’ (Lib) and vaude. Albee 
cutting in this week, and probably 
from now on if it sticks to vaude- 
ville, pace so far indicates house 
eannot possibly mooch over $6.269. 
so-so. Last week ‘Littlest Rebel’ 
(20th) responsible for bright doings 
at this varieiy stand after being 
moved over from Majestic, oke at 
$7.00, 








RKO Vietery (1,690; 25—‘In- 
former’ (RKO): bi2 «e#urprisingly 
zoot, despite I-st minute switch: 


‘ooks litse $2,350 for five days. Last 
weclk ‘I Dream Too Much’ (RKO) 
>broveht in from the Alhee was a 
flop for three days at $650. 











National First Runs 





... COLUMBIA 


‘Could Only Cook,’ Oaks, 
Berkeley, Cal., Feb. 2; Mayfair, 
Miami, 9; Biscayne Plaza, 
Miami Beach, 23. 


‘Couldn’t Take It,’ Tabor, 
Denver, Jan. 24. ; 
‘Devil’s island,’ Studio, Salt 


Lake City, Feb. 19. 


METRO 


‘Riffraff,” Martini, Galveston, 
Jan. 17; Imperial, Asheville, 30; 
Aztec, San Antonio, Feb. 21. 

‘Three Live Ghosts,’ Worth, 
Ft. Worth, Tex.; Grand, Haz- 
elton, Pa., Feb. 11; Texas, San 
Antonio, 12, 

‘Last of Pagans,’ Cataract, 
Niag Falls, Feb. 9; Kingston, 
Wilkes-Barre, 20; Roosevelt, 
Scranton, 24. 

‘Whipsaw,’ Broad, Columbus, 
Jan. 23; Madison, Peoria, 30; 
Modjeska, Augusta, Feb. 13; 
Colony, Wash, 15; Rialto, 
Scranton, March 13; Hazleton, 
Wilkes-Barre, 23. 


RKO 


‘Sylvia Scarlett,” Ambassa- 
dor, Balto., Jan. 19; Sunshine, 
Albuquerque, 21; Opera House, 
Bangor, Me., 23. 

We're Only Human,’ Proc- 
tor’s, Troy, Jan. 14; Albee, 
Prov., 16; Par, Miami, 17. 

‘Annie Oakley,’ Miller, Wtch- 
ita, Kan., Jan. 16; Penn, Wilkes- 
Barre, 17; Strand, Birmingham, 
18. 


‘OBSESH, ‘CITIES 
7110. INST.L. 
A RECORD 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 


It’s been ages since two St. Louis 
cinema palaces had celluloid fea- 
tures of sufficient b.o. at same time 
to hota ’em over for a second week 
but that is situation here this week. 
Fox, F&M's big first runner in 
midtown, is showing ‘Obsession’ for 
second week to swell business, and 
downtown Loew’s, with opening 
hour advanced to 9:30 a.m, is still 
packing *em in for ‘Tale of Two 
Cities,’ held over. s 

Other houses are basking in the 
glitter of b.o. affluence. Ambassador, 
first house in town to show Maj. 
Bowes’ amateurs, was greeted with 
jammed houses first three days-of 
week with no signs of crowds 
diminishing, what with radio plugs 
and the Mafor’s usual Sunday pro- 
gram which calls attention to 
whereabouts of various units. 
Missouri, another F&M house where 
business has been tragically terrible 
as it tried to compete with Fox and 
Shibert-Rialto with second run fea- 
tures, has taken on new lease of life 
with vaudeville since New Year’s 
Day is gradually overcoming red 
figures on iedger. Orpheum and 
Shubert-Rialto theatre have been 
holding their own against rest of 
competition which includes exten- 
sion of matinee prices by three 
F&M houses and inauguration of 
Bank Nite in same three houses. 

Fox gets best exploitation nod 
this week for clever newspaper ads 
and enlistment of those who like 
better class of screen entertainment. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U) (2d 
wk). First week was a surprise to 
town and word of mouth got Db.o. 
$17,600 to count; second week is 
still going strong and should finish 
for a nice $11,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Could Only Cook’ (Col) and 
Bowes amateurs on stage. Swell 
start and with help of its own ama- 
teur show in conjunction with sta- 
tion KSD Saturday (11) won’t do 
less than $17,000. Last week ‘Paddy 
O’Day’ and ‘Sunkist Revue’ on stage, 
Armetta’s popularity here as screen 
star and newspaper features about 
him helped to $15,400. 

Shubert-Rialto (WB) (1.725; 25- 
35-55) — ‘Dangerous’ (WB) and 
‘Coronado’ (Par) dual. Probably 
won't be so hot, with rest of keen 
competition, but should do $6,100, 
fair. Last week ‘Bride Comes Home’ 
(Par), Colbert ig still one of the 
town's faves and $9,400 would have 
been beaten had the house greater 
seating capacity. 

Orpheum (WB) (1,950; 25-35-55) 
—‘Sylvia Scarlett’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. 
Harrigan’ (RKO). Set for a $11,000 
week and would do better if its 
turnover could be better. Seating ca- 
pacity will hold down gross. Last 

















week ‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO) 
collected $7,300, good considering 
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stiff opposition from Dickens just 
around the corner. 

hoew’s (3,162; 25-35-55)— ‘Two 
Cities’ (MG) (2d wk). First week 
a good $19,000 and second should 
get not less than $11,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-40)— 
‘Monte Carlo’ (20th) and vaude. 
Start very good and all indications 
point to a good $10,400. Last week 
‘Thanks a Million’ (20th) and 
vaudeville, best in 8 months with 
$11,600 in the till. 


‘Scarlett’ with 


Lukas-Froman 





Bis $20,000, Clev. 





Cleveland, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Stillman) 


Managers’ pre-holiday frowns be- 
ing wiped out by a flock of deluxers, 
the kind they could go to town 
about and justify all the shouting. 

State came to the foreground this 
week with ‘Wilderness, copping 
probably $21,500, and topping even 
the Palace’s heavy line-up of talent 
in ‘Sylvia Scartett’ and the Paul 
Lukas-Jane Froman show, which 
wilh romp in with $20,660. Third 
best is Hipp’s ‘King of Burlesque,’ 
which promises to run up ta a nice 
$15,500. 5 

Smaller downtown first-runners, 
too, also cleaning up for the first 
time in a month. ‘Capt. Blood going 
strong on second week at Allen, 
which should be happy if ft gets 
$5,500. Biggest surprise is ‘Mary 
Burns,’ a topnotch $7,500 or better 
being assured the Stillman by fact 
that one of leading actors, Alan 
Baxter, is a home-town lad. 

Nothing was missed in tricks by 
Jack Lykes, house manager, and 
Milt Harris in putting the Baxter 
boy across. Got mazda honors on 
marquee, since Paramount bally- 
hoos him as a 1936 find. His college 
band put on street parade and four 
students volunteered to be a walk- 
ing street poster, each carrying part 
of a 24-sheet on pix. 

Baxter's father, v.p. of biggest 
Cleveland bank, co-operated in 
flooding his 52 branch banks with 
blotters bearing his kid’s photo, spe- 
cial theatre notices to employes and 
depositors, and bulletins hung in 
banks as well as’ colleges. Lykes 
also arranged identification contest 
with gal posing as fugitive heroine 
in stores. Papers featured local- 
boy-makes-good angle to a fare- 
thee-well. A natura) all ’round, con- 
sidering he clicked in Hollywood 
within a half year, beating record 
of other localites. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-40-60— 
‘Sylvia Searlett’ (RKO) and Paul 
Lukas and Jane Froman in vaude 
bill. Two pix stars doing personals 
are the chief b.o. draws here, Hep- 
burn having fallen off a bit here, 
and should collect $20,000. Last 
week Wayne King’s orchestra and 
‘Could Cook’. (Col) zoomed up te a 
smacking $26,400, almost cracking 
the house's records. 


State (Loew's) (3,750; 30-35-40)— 
‘Wilderness’ (MG). Drama cricks 
turned out to give it some. raves 


which, plus clever salesmanship, 
responsible for corking $21,500. 
Last week, ‘Bride Comes Home’ 


(Par), fine $19,000. 

Hipp (WB) (3,000; 25-40)—King 
of Burlesque’ (Fox), Warner Bax- 
ter a fave who will build up a sat- 
isfactery $15,600. Last week, ‘Capt. 
Blood’ (WB) didn’t reach expected 
figure in 10 days, yet $17,500 isn’t a 
sneezing amount. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 
‘Mary Burns’ (Par) packing house 
with followers of local boy in it and 
will hit an extra-fine $7,500. Last 
week ‘Two Cities’ (MG) landed a 
high $8,500 for second stanza. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Capt. Blood’ (WB). Second week 
holding up a good $5,500. Last week 
‘Littlest Rebel’ (WB) on holdover 
wound up $3,000, 


‘REBEL’ A NATURAL 
IN B’HAM, BIG $8,000 


Birmingham, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Alabama) 
Alabama has a natural for Dixie. 
Shirley Temple herself enough to 
cinch the picture but put her in a 
sympathetic Confederate story and 
native Southerners are certain to 
eat it up. Picture in here for nine 
days. 
Tie-ups with department stores, 











Detroit, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploi:ation: Fox) 

Bowes Amateurs (Unit No. 3) here 
again, and that means the Michigan 
is leading the town this stanza; 
about $32,000, plus ‘Dangerous.’ RKO 
Downtown has stage show, too, this 
week, along with the Fox and Mich 
so coin is pretty evenly divided. 

B. o. generally is so-so, the only 
big advances being made by RKO, 
with ‘Hobo’ plus ‘Broadway's Holly- 
ee Cabaret revue,’ and United 
Artists, playing ‘Captain Blood.’ 
Former figures for a neat $14,000, 
while UA looks good for $13.500. 

With help of good exploitation, 
Fox should gather in a good $17,006 
this session on ‘Could Only Cook’ 
and Toby Wing headlining vaude. 
The Adams and State, both with 


duals, are mot so forte; around 
$3,500 due at Adams, $4,000 at State. 
Adams still running ‘ow! shows’ 
Saturdays, and it’s aiding grosses 
considerably. 

After making a two-weeks’ try at 
reviving hit pix of past year, the 
former German - film downtown 
house, the Europa, closed last week 
but plans to reopen soon under dif- 
ferent mame and behind extensive 
exploitation. Revivals policy got 
encouraging response but film-goers 
hadn't been educated to fact house 
was no longer a foreign-pix exhibi- 
tor. New name and campaign is to 
be aimed in that direction. 

Tieups with G. E. and most of de- 
partment and other stores dealing 
in cooking utensils, ete., gained for 
Fox theatre exploitation honors 
again this week. Telegrams and 
special booklets were sent to pros- 
pective buyers, ete., urging them to 
see ‘Could Only Cook.’ Dealers’ 
trucks carried ads for pic and plugs 
were many over radio. Toby Wing, 
on the stage, also got good share 
of free publicity and art in daily 
press. United Artists had a lot of 
extra ad space in Hearst print on 
‘Captain Blood,’ and nice tieup with 
downtown department store on 
‘pirate’ dress model. 

Estimates for This Week 


Michizan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
25-35-53)—"Dangerous’ (WB) plus 
Bowes Amateurs Unit 3 on stage 
It’s Bowes amateur week again this 
week here, and gross should hit a 
smash $32,000 in keeping with bang- 
up grosses rung up by previous 
units here. Last week gathered in 
$28,000 on ‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par) 
with Paul Lukas heading vaude. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Could Cook’ (Col) with Toby Wing 
topping stage show. Figures for 
around $17,000, good, this week on 
okay combination. Bagged just un- 
der $28,000, swell, last week on 
‘Obsession’ (U) plus Weaver Bros. 
on stage. 3 

Downtown (RKO) (2,500; 25-35- 
55)—'Mr. Hobo’ (GB) plus ‘Broad- 
way’s Hollywood Cabaret Revue’ on 
Stage. Back on combo policy, and 
back in the good money class; 
$14,000, nifty, due this stanza. 
‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO) brought 
in an oke $8,500 last week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Capt. Blood’ 
(WB). Pic getting the usual heavy 
Hearst. backing-up, and should turn 
in a nice $13,500 this week. Holds 
over. ‘Ibbetson’ (Par) struggled in 
for an okay $5,000 last stanza. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 25-40)— 
‘Paddy O'Day’ (20th) and ‘One-Way 
Ticket’ (Col). Doing the usual 
steady biz, about $3,500 this session. 
Had a swell $7,000 gross last week 
on ‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th) (3rd week), 
after pic enjoyed two hotcha ses- 
sions at Fox. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000: 25- 
40)—‘Confidential’ and ‘Bar 20 Rides 
Again’ (Par). B. o. figures for good 
$4,000 this week. Biz good here last 
stanza, $5,000 on ‘Mary Burns’ (Par) 
plus ‘Kind Lady’ (MG). 





one of which is featuring same 
style dresses as worn by Shirley in 
picture for sale. All larger depart- 
ment stores are co-operating. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2.800; 
30-35-40)—‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th). 
Through Thursday, for nine days 
$8,000, good. Last week, ‘Collegi- 
ate’ (Par), $6,000, okay. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1,600; 
30)—'In Person’ (RKO). 
for six days, oke. 
‘Splendor’ (UA) and 
«RKO), on split, $3,500. 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800; 25) 
—No Mercy’ (20th) and ‘Another 
Face’ (RKO), split. Nice $1,600. 
Last week, ‘Beat Band’ (RKO), for 
three days only $600 with ‘Keeper 
of Bees’ (Mono), ending a seven- 
day run consuming balance of week. 
E.spire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘Pa- 
cifle Fleet ‘(WB). About $2.600, 
fair. Last week, ‘Kids and Queen’ 


25- 
At $3,200 
Last week, 


‘In Person’ 





(U), $2,200, so-so. 
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~ Ohi $50,000 with V & Y., Hodgson 
And ‘Bride’: ‘Obsesh’ Masnif at 


$77,000, 0. & J. 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

(Best Exploitation: Chicago-UA) 

Driving forward in a campaign to 
load up with profits before running 
into the Lent slump, all theatres 
in the Loop have geared them- 
selves to top money sprints with the 
strongest setup of attractions avail- 
able. And with these names strung 
across the marquees the houses are 
again dusting off the SRO signs and 
lining them up on the sidewalk., 

After having established a high 
mark of the year with the Burns 
and Alien unit last week when it 
ran the gross up to a mighty $50,- 
600, the Balaban & Katz Chicago 
flagship sprints to $50,000 this week 
on the momentum of last week, 
aided and abetted by the Veloz and 
Yolanda dance team, the Shep 
Fields orchestra and Red Hodgson, 
co-writer of ‘Music Goes "Round 
and Around,’ along with ‘Bride 
Comes Home.’ 

In two. other spots the pictures 
are the heavy money-makers. ‘Mag- 
nificent Obsession’ heads into the 
high water figures at the Palace 
and from indications on its opening 
days, it looks a cinch for at least 
a two or three weeks’ gallop. ‘Cap- 
tain Blood’ has been spotted in the 
United Artists for a straight pic- 
ture run and on great word-of- 
mouth will show a zoom on grosses. 

Town generally saw its best gen- 
eral spread of exploitation, with the 
Chicago, Palace and United Artists 
all individually backed with big 
newspaper and feature breaks. ° 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55) 
—‘Mutiny’ (MG). Still a big gross- 
er. Had four bang-up sessions at 
the United Artists and is now fol- 
lowing up with two more strong 
weeks here at $3,000, after taking a 
fine $5,000 last week. ‘Mr. Hobo’ 
(GB), replaces Thursday (9). 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—‘Bride’ (Par) and stage show. 
Two fine box-office magnets on the 
rostrum, Veloz and Yolanda dance 
team and the Shep Fields orches- 
tra, who are big loca] favorites and 
Red Hodgson, ‘Round’ writer, Get- 
ting strictly an adult play. - Adding 
up to $50,000 on the week, great. 
Last week, it was strictly Burns 
and Allen unit on the stage, with 
‘Whipsaw’ (MG), for $50,600, big- 
gest week the house has seen in a 
year. House had been averaging 
$25,000. : 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55)— 
‘Frisco Kid’ (WB). Second Loop 
running and will do trade here at 
indicated $6,000 for the week. Last 
week, ‘Monte Carlo’ (20th), finished 
second session to pleasant $3,900. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Personal Maid’ (WB), and Olsen 
and Johnson on stage. Heading for 
a fair enough week for this line- 
up. around $18,000. Last week, 
‘This Is Life’ (20th) and Bowes 
unit on stage climbed to $21,200, ex- 


cellent. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-85- 
63)—Obsessien’ (U), and vaude. 


Weaver Bros. heading the vaude. 
Picture is packing 'em, crowding 
the register to its biggest slice of 
money in many weeks. Looks like 
a holdover at $27,000, on almost 
completely adult draw. Last week, 
‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO), great 
$37,000 for 10-day run from New 
Year’s Eve. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-45- 
65)—‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par) (2d 
week). Fortnight for this picture 
and will quit tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) for the Marx Brothers. 
‘Rancho’ will struggle to $6,000 cur- 
rently after fairish $8,200 first week. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
35-40)—‘$1,000 a Minute’ (Rep), and 
vaude. Ed Lowry unit on stage 
and doing bie share of the business. 
Hieading to $13,000, fine. Last week, 
‘Last Night’ (U), managed oke 
$11.600. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1.790: 
35-55-65)—‘Captain Blood’ (WB) 
(Ist week). Comment around okay 
on the picture. with public reaction 
highly favorable. Aiming for $16,- 
000 currently, bang-up take. Last 
week, ‘Splendor’ (UA). finished sat- 
isfactory fortnight to $9,100 for finis 
session, 





B’KLYN QUIET 


Par Nice $15,000—Fox’s 
‘Cook,’ $9,000 


Prooklyn, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Holidays gone, the downtown de- 
luxers have setled down to routine 
with best biz of the lot evidenced at 
Fabian's Paramount and _ Strand. 
Former showing Colbert flicker, 
‘Bride Comes Home’ while latter 
still is snaring populace with ‘No 
Mercy.’ Other houses in Boro Hall! 
sector okay. 
Fox with 
Cook’ and 





Bride at 





If You Could Only 
‘Mimi’ concentrated on 


$18,000, ‘Blood’ 166 





vw 


the former picture for exploitation 
purposes. Larry Cowen, house p.a, 
tied up with R. H. Macy; daily 
broadcast plug on WOR; plug in 
Macy’s advertising copy and plugs 
on General Electric trucks. Also 
tieup with the Golden Crust Bread, 
1,000 streamers for store windows 
in borough. House advertised fact 
that 5,000 loaves of Golden Crust 
bread would be distributed to those 
who don’t like to cook. Three gals 
furnished by bread company dis- 
tributed in lobby on opening night. 
Estimates For This Week 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Comes the Bride’ (Par). Doing well, 
will get in vicinity of $16,000, 
good. ‘Captain Blood’ (WB) in last 
nine days at house scored $25,500. 
For 16 consecutive days ‘Blood’ got 
total of $64,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—Could 
Only Cook’ (Col) and ‘Mimi’ (FD). 
Will derive $9,000, okay. Last week 
‘One Way Ticket’ (Col) and ‘Dance 
Band’ (FD) received $12,000, fair- 
ish. t 

Loew’s Met (3,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Splendor’ (UA) and ‘Perfect Gen- 
tleman’ (MG). Will do okay $13,000. 
Last week ‘Two Cities’ (MG) got 
$16,000 (2nd week). Good. Zl 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50)—Fang 
and Claw’ (RKO) and ‘Navy Wife’ 
(20th). Quiet, $9,000. Last week 
‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th) and ‘Another 
Face’ (RKO), (2nd week) got $16,- 
000, good. ‘Magnificent Obsession’ 
and ‘We’re Only Human’ due next. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘No 
Mercy’ (20th) and $1,000 a Minute’ 
(Rep) (3d week). Splendid, $9,000. 
Last week $9,000, fine. 


‘OBSESSION’ BIG 
$12,000 2D WK. 
BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Lafayette) 


*All indications point to good 
grosses at downtown picture houses 
this week. Offerings of strong 
screen features as well as much 
publicity and exploitation are bring- 
ing ’em in. 

‘Dream’ at the Hipp at $1.65 top 
marks the first break in the Hipp’s 
regular policy in many years. ‘Ob- 
session’ in its second week at the 
Lafayette is still going strong, with 
indications for further holdover. All 
of the figures for last week were 
high due to the fact that the special 
New Year’s Eve show is included iny 
each instance. 

‘Obsession’ exploitation was out- 
standing for theroughness of cover- 
age rather than originality of ideas. 
With a 50% increase in newspaper 
space and a special front for the 
house being the outstanding notes, 
theatre went for window display 
tie-ups at over a dozen leading 
downtown _ stores. Teleflash an- 
nouncements were used daily and 
special downtown frames were in- 
creased to 100.. Radio publicity was 
also used for two weeks in advance, 
with announcements spotted. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Collegiate’ (Par). Light entertain- 
ment, but meeting with favorable 
reception and fair business; about 
$11,000. ‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par), 
about as expecied, New Year’s Eve 
show bringing take on 9% days to 
$13,600. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 
1.65)—‘Midsummer Night's Dream’ 
(WB). Two shows daily for four 
days only. Opened to ballyhooed 
society benefit performance. Last 
week, ‘Ah Wilderness’ (MG). Was 
in for 11 days and ran up to neat 
$15,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 25-40) 
—‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO). Meet- 
ing with good reception and should 
go over $10,000. Last week ‘Riff 
Raft’ (MG), did about as anticipated 
and special show helped to get over 
the $12,000 mark. 

Century (Shea) 
‘Show Them No Mercy’ (20th) and 
‘Coronado’ (Par). Baek to double 
bills again and going along at fine 
elip for possible $8,000. Last weck, 
‘Burlesque’ (2Uth), very nice at over 
$9,000. 








§5-83-1.10- 


(3,400; 25) — 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) — 
‘Obsession’ (U) (2d week). Still 
running close to top speed, with 
second stanza satisfactory in every 


way. Around $12,000. Another h.o. 





maybe. Last week, all attendance 
records for house broken; high at 
$17,009, 





1st Runs on Broadway. 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of Jan. 17 

Capitot—Exclusive Story’. 
(MG). 

Center—‘King of Burlesque’ 
(20th-Fox) (15). 

Music Hall—‘Strike Me Pink’ 
(UWA) (16). 

Paramount—‘Rose of 
Rancho’ (Par) (2a wk). 

Rialto—‘Crime of Dr. Cresyi’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). 

Rivoli—‘Ghost Goes 
(UA) (24d wk). 

Roxy—‘Charlie Chan’s Secret’ 
(20th-F ox). 

Strand—‘Ceiling Zero’ (WB) 
(18). 


the 


West’ 


Week of Jan. 24 
Capitol—‘Whipsaw’ (MG). 
Center—‘King of Burlesque’ 
(20th-Fox) (2d wk). 

Music Hali—'Strike Me Pink’ 
(UA) (2a wk). 

Paramount—‘Collegiate’ (Par) 
(22). 

Rialto — ‘Dangerous Waters’ 

Rivoli—‘Ghost Goes West’ 
(UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Calling of Dan Mat- 
thews’ (Col). 

Strand—‘Ceiling Zero’ (WB) 
(24 wk). 


Newark’s Biz Goes 
Round ’n’ Round, but 
Mostly ‘Rebel,’ 186 


Newark, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: New Mosque) 
It may not last but this year has 
started out with good business that 
like the music is going round and 
round. Proctor’s ‘Littlest Rebel’ 
and ‘Baldpate’ should run to $18,000. 
At the Branford ‘Dangerous’ and 
‘Payoff will take about $19,000 on 
nine days, which is money. The 
Paramount will be profitable if 
nothing more for ‘Rose of Rancho’ 
at $13,500 with Fifi Dorsay on stage 
hurting nothing. 
Estimates For This Week 

Branford (2,966; 15-65)—Danger- 
ous’ (WB) and ‘Payoff’ (FN). Do- 
ing all right and will take about 
$19,000 on nine days. Last wee, 
second. Of ‘Captain Blood’ (FN) a 
little less than expected, $9,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-30-40)— 
‘Captain Blood’ (FN) and ‘Millions 
In Air’ (Par). Believed ‘Biood’ 
brought in too soon after Bran- 
ford’s two weeks, but it is going 
into all the WB neighborhoods now, 














$3,700. Last week ‘Mutiny’ (MG) 
just over $3,800. 
Little (Franklin) (299;. 30-50)— 


‘Poil de Carotte’ Pathe-Nathan and 
‘Czarina’ (Kinematrade). About 
$600, which is weak. French pic- 
ture started alone, but couldn’t hold 
and Russian added with results 
favorable enough. Last week ‘Mos- 
srs. Laughs’ (Amkino) got by with 


Loew’s State (2, 780; 20-30-35-55- 
75)—‘Two Cities’ (MG) (2nd week). 
Okay for a second with nearly 
$9,000; first week fine, $17,500, 


New Mosque (Chesd) (3,281; 15- 
25-40-55)—'Red Wagon (FD) and 
vaude and dancing. About $12,000. 
which is in the red. House feeling 
rather severely Newark’s penchant 
for doing all its business week- 
ends. Last week over $14,000 on 
‘Mimi’? (FD). 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,248; 
15-20-30-40-55-75)—‘Rose . of the 
Rancho’ (Par) and vaude. Fifi 
Dorsay on the stage no small asset, 
about $13,500 or maybe better. Lasi 
week held for nine days ‘No Mercy’ 
(20th), fine, $20,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-55)— 
and Lyceum (roof) 770; same scale. 
‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th) and ‘Baldpate’ 
(RKO). Should take $18,000, which 
is plenty. . Last week on nine days 
‘Annie Oakley’ (RKO) and ‘In Per- 
son’ (RKO) tremendous at $27,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1.600; 15- 
25-40) —‘Whispering Smith (20th) 
and ‘Old Spanish Custom’ (Syn) 
with ‘Big House For Girls’ (Time) 
and Last of Clintons’ (Syn) split. 
Will do well enough at $3.000. Last 
week went over $3,500 with Drum- 
mond’ (GB) and ‘Fighting Blood’ 
(Syn) with ‘Thanks Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Navy Wife’ (20th) split. 


N. H. MUSICALS 


Go Round and Round—‘Rancho,’ 
$7,200, vs. ‘Dream,’ $6,600 
New Haven, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Poli) 
Battle of music on between Para- 











man (‘Dream’). Both building. Poli 
special plugging on ‘Audioscopicks’ 
short aroused curiosity. 





With half-hour air show; special 





mount (‘Rancho’) and Roger Sher- | 


S| About $5.000 for final stanza seems | 
Sherman is | 


! 


j Hit, 


; 
{ 


‘iz to boost to $24,500, 


trying to boost last half by adding | 
reissue of ‘Informer’ as extra at- 
traction Mon.-Tues.-Wed. nights | 
only. Business in general a slight 
letdown from last week's swell 
ZToss, 

Poli topped town's campaign's 


N. Y. Par Pushes the Middle Valve 4 


rn Listens to $41,000 Come Cut; 
Ghost’ Big, Rithraff- ‘Scarlett’ Slow 





plugs aimed at Yale, free radio 
mags with corner envelope; daily 
air announcements from lobby tied 
in with Con Maffie playing new 
pipeless organ; special lobby 40x60 
poster; personal endorsement of 
house manager; menus, circulars, 
window and bus cards, etc. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (M&P) (2,348; 35-50) 
—‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par) and 
‘Susan’ (UCU). Good $7,200 in view. 
wast week ‘Bride Comes Home’ 
(Par) and ‘Millions in Air’ (Par) 
conped a grand $10,200 on nine days. 

Poli (Loew's) (3,040; 35-50) — 
‘Wilderness’ (MG) and ‘Could Cook’ 
(Col). Easily town’s aces, near big 
$11,000. Last week ‘Littlest Rebel’ 
(20th) and ‘Uncle Dudley’ (20th), 
aided by New Year's Eve advanced 
prices, a sweet $11,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2.200; 35- 
50)}—‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO) and 
‘Harrigan’ (WB). Fighting it out 
with ‘Rancho’ on fairly even terms: 
okay $6,600. Last week ‘Capt. Blood’ 
(WB) and ‘B’way Hostess’ (WR) 
reached heavy $9,000, thanks to 
midnite extra tariff show. 


College (Loew's) (1,565; $5-50)— 


‘Rebel’ (20th) and ‘Uncle Dudley’ 
(20th). Holdover, switched from 
Poli. Better than fair on second 


week,- around $4,000. Last week 
‘Two Cities’ (MG) holdover was big 
at $4,400 on second week. 


BLOOD’ $23,000, 
‘OBSESH, 136, 
FRISCO OK 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Warfield cashes in this week for 
top money with pirates on screen 
and final stage show. Orpheum next 
with heavily billed ‘Obsession’ 
and Paramount third with dual of 
good marquee value. 

Warfield, for years ace stage show 
house, goes sound at close of pres- 
ent week, with new policy of long- 
run pictures only. House a few 
months ago dropped price from 65 
to 55, and kept standard of show up, 
but increase in attendance didn’t 
seem enough. House has had to 
forego holding over good pictures 
because stage setup would be too 
expensive for carry-over. Figure 
that there are at least 12 big-time 
pictures made per year, and since 
this F-WC acer has called on Fox. 
Paramount, Metro and Warner 
Bros., these four studios should send 
them three wows a year. 

Orpheum gets what scant ex- 
ploitation credit there may be in 
extra advertising. Nicely arranged 
ads with punchy selling talk used. 

Estimates for This Week 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 25-35.— 
‘Crime et ,Chatiment’ (Du World). 
Should get good play at better than 
$1,400. Literati will go to compare 
it with recently shown English ver- 
sion. Last week (2d) ‘Dancing 
Duchess’ (Vien) all right at $1,000. 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 25-35)— 
‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO). Moved 
over from Golden Gate, ought to 
click to tune of $5,000, nice going. 
Last week (3d) ‘Mr. Hobo’ (GB) and 
‘Man of Aran’ (GB) closed easily at 
$2,000. 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-40)—Frisco 
Waterfront’ (Rep) and ‘Great Life’ 
(Par). Only fair at $4,700. Last 
week ‘Perfect Gentleman’ (MG) and 
‘Devil’s Island’ (Col) just a little 
under this week’s figure. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 30-35- 
40)—‘Hitch Hike Lady’ (Rep) and 
stage show. Will find business quiet 
at $12,000. Last week, ‘Dream Too 
Much’ (RKO) swell at $16,000, 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 30-35-40) 

—'Obsession’ (U). Looks Iike a 
smash week for this house; ought 
to hit better than $13.000. Last 
week (24) ‘Could Only Cook’ (Col) 
about $5,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-35- 
49) —‘Dangerous’ (WB) and ‘Mas- 
ter’s Voice’ (Par). Will see regular 
<o00d business at this emporium; 
$13.900 shovld be about richt. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-35- 
49)—‘Mutiny’ (32d week). Still going 
strone; better than $5,690 indicated. 
United Artists (UA) (1.900; 25-40) 
‘Wilderness’ (MG)) (3d week). 








(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 

‘Rose of the Rancho,’ supported on 
stage by the Casa Loma orchestra 
with the Onyx Club Boys (‘Round 
and Round’), and ‘Ghost Goes West’ 
are lengths ahead of the other 
houses this week on Broadway. 


The street isn’t very active. ‘Rancho’ 


will take the Paramount to around 


$41,000, while ‘Ghost’ looks an easy 
$40,000 at the Rivoli. 

Onyx Club lads came in to the 
Par on Tuesday night (7) with the 
‘Rancho’ picture and along wiih the 
rest of the show are being held a 
second week. Par changes next 
Tuesday night (21) and may stay 
permanently at a Wednesday open- 
ing with previews of new shows the 
prior night. 

Disappointments of the week are 
‘Riffraff,’ Capitol, and ‘Syivia Scar- 
lett, Music Hall. Former will be 
lucky to top. $30,000 and gets only 
one week, while ‘Scarlett’ may not 
get past $60,000. 

‘Crime of Dr. Crespi’ will possibly 
push the Rialto to $10,000, whiie 
‘invisible Ray’ will be close to fan 
enough $29,000 at Roxy. ‘Crime’ 
holds, 

‘Last of Pagans’ ended its first 
week at the Astor yesterday (Tues.), 
$7,500, and holds a second week. 
Both the Strand and Center get 
new pictures this week after three 
week runs with Christmas openers. 
Center brings in ‘King of Burlesque’ 
today (Wed.) and Eddie Cantor's 
picture, ‘Strike Me Pink,’ opens at 
the Music Hall tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), the first Cantor film to play 
this house. Chaplin’s ‘ Modern 
Times,’ set back on its Riv engage- 
ment, is expected to be ready for the 
Riv the end of this month. 

Manner in which the Paramount 
has been selling its new pit show 
policy in general, and this week's 
show in particular, puts this house 
currently out front on campaigning 
for boxoffice results. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-35-55)—‘Last of 
Pagans’ (MG) (2d week). Weli 
enough to snare $7,500 on first week, 
ending yesterday (Tues.), and sticks 
a second, 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
—Riifraff’’ (MG). Disappointing 
and looks to end not over $30,00u. 
‘Will not hold over. Final nine days 
of “wo Cities’ (MG), on total run 
of 16 days, just under $35,000. 

Center (3,525; 25-35-55-85-$1.10)— 
‘King of Burlesque’ (20th) apens 
this morning (Wed.) after three nice 
weeks of ‘Ah, Wilderness!’ (MG), 
iinal seven days of which registered 
$16,400. Second week ran a pit over 
$25,000. 

Paiace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Show 
Them No Mercy’ (20th) and ‘Your 
Uncle Dudley’ (20th), paired. May 
get up to $9,500, okay. Last week’s 
doubleton, ‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th) and 
‘Bway Hostess’ (WB) slid a little to 
$8,500. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55- 85)— 
‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par), Casa Loma 
orchestra in pit (3d week) and Onyx 
Club Boys (ist week). Holdover of 
Loma band, with Onyx Boys booked 
as added attraction, heavily respon- 
sible for pace of around $41,000, big 
on week ending last night (Tues.). 
Whole show holds. Onyx Club sex- 
tet includes Mike Riley and Ed Far- 
ley, composers of ‘Round and 
Round.’ Last week, second «©. 
Casa Loma band, with ‘Bride Comes 
Home’ (Par), was $37,500, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.160-$1.65)—‘Sylvia Scar- 
lett’ (RKO) and stage show. Slug- 
gish, and if over $61,000, lucky. 
Iinal three days on second week of 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U), $21,000. 

Rialto (750; 2540-65)—’Crime of 
Dr. Crespi’ (Rep). Horror picture, 
may take small-seater to $10,000, 
okay. Second week of ‘Fang and 
okay, and holds. Second week of 
‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO), $9,300. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Ghost Goes West’ (UA). Favored 
by notices and away big, looking 
$10,000 first week. Tentatively in 
for three weeks, pushing ‘Modern 
Times’ (Chaplin) back. Final two 
days on third week of ‘Dangerous’ 





ricbt: Jast week. &7.000. 
Woarfield (F-WC) (2680: 35-40- 
V5—Cant& Blood’ (WR) and store 


chow. Should take in a sweet $23.- 
Last week ‘Bride Comes Home’ 
‘Par’ and stare show had holiday 
Stage shows | 
out with present stanza 
Straight sound for long runs then. 


haw 





(WB), $2,400, second week being 
$16,800. 

Roxy (5.836: 25-35-55)—‘Invisible 
Ray’ (U) and stage show. Not bad 
around $29,(00, Last week just un- 
der $31,000 on ‘First a Girl’ (GB). 

Strand (2.767; 35-55-65-85)—‘Capt. 
Zlood’ (WR) (4th week). Goes 
three’ days on a fourth week start- 
ing today (Wed.) and ending Fri- 
day night (17). Third week up to 
and including last night (Tues.), 
around $20,600 Second week was 
$23.300, very good. ‘Ceiling Zero’ 

| (WE) opens Saturday (18). 

State (3.450; 35-55-75»—‘Splendor’ 
(t'A) and vaude. Miriam Hopkins 
starrer pulling for about $21,000, 


oke. Last week ‘So Red Rose’ (Par) 
and vaude, headed by Harry Rich- 
mata, $26,600, 
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And They Love It, 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

(Best Exploitation: Minn, Orph.) 

A pair of sock films, ‘Magnificent 
Obsession’ and ‘Tale of Two Cities,’ 
is greasing the turnstiles and put- 
ting a punch into loop box-office 
statements currently. These two 
pictures are copping most of the 
downtown takings and lifting the 
theatres housing them, the Orpneum 
and Minnesota, well above the protit 
line. 

For the first time the Orpheum 
has upped its top trom 40c to o5c for 
a screen oiiering sans stage enter- 
tainment and the public response to 
‘Obsession’ seems to justify the 
procedure. The Minnesota, where 
‘Two Cities’ holds forth, has been 
getting the same 55c admission for 
all straight films. Lots of praise for 
both these pictures, espec.alily from 
the customers. 

Hither Miriam Hopkins wasn’t 
he2iped any here by her more recent 
vehicles or Splendor’ just isn’t what 
the localites want. At any rate, for 
a Hopkins picture it isn’t doing so 
forte at the State. 

For a second successive week 
gtage shows are conspicuous by 
their absence in the loop, the single 
exception being stock. burlesque at 
the Gayety. But plenty of the flesh- 
and-blood is on the way. 

‘he Orpheum and Minnesota 
shared exploitation honors. The 
former pui out 50 24-sheets and 5,- 
000 bookma.ks in libraries and book 
stores, distributed 10,000 Irene 
Dunne photos, sent telegrams to 
clubs. and society leaders and had 
20 special window displays and va- 
rious tieups. The Minnesota had 
‘Two Cities’ plugged in the pubiic 
schools, special store window dis- 
plays and a special screening for 
school teachers and ‘distributed 50,- 
000 heralds. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publi) (4,200; 25-35- 
65) ‘Two Cities’ (MG).—Excellently 
sold to the public and well-liked, 
getting heavy play from family 
trade; should hit good $12,000. Last 
week; ‘Littlest Repel’ (20th), $10,- 
000, good. ; 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
65) ‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U).— 
Swell exploitation campaign and 





' .picture’s own. superlative merits 
- . bringing ’em in, plenty of feminine 


patronage for this one and. advanced 
prices not keeping ‘em away, en 


-youte to fine $14,000. Last week, 


‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO), $6,700, 


fair. S 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40) 
‘Splendor’ (UA). — Difference™.of 
opinion on this one, Miriam Hop- 
kins not pulling this time in ac- 
customed fashion. Will do well to 
top $3,000, poor. Last week, ‘Whip- 
gaw’ (MG), $7,000, good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
*‘Swedenhielms’ (Swedish). In this 
Scandinavian center Swedish lan- 
guage picture helped by favorable 
reviews, should .be good for big 
$3,000. Last week, ‘La Maternelle 
(French), $1,500, fair. j 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25) ‘Nar- 
cotic.,—Second loop run for this 
freak sex picture, climbing toward 
prétty good $1,000. Last week, 
‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (GB), second 
loop run, $700, light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25) ‘Mil- 
lions in Air’ (Par).—Lack of cast 
mames hurts, but picture well liked 


F-and may do some building. About 
_$1,800 in prospect, light. Last week, 


‘Pacific Fleet’ (WB), $2,400, good. 
. Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35) 
‘Monte Carlo’ (UA).—Going at $2,- 
600 clip, fair. i Sa. ‘Old Ken- 
tucky’ (Fox), $3,500, . big. 

Century (Publix) (1,600: 15-25) 
‘Mutiny’ (MG).—Third loop run, 


heading for big $4,000. Last week, 


‘Live My Life’ (MG), $2,500. fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25) ‘Stella 
Parrish’ (FN) and ‘Two Fisted 
(Par), second loop runs, and ‘Little 
America’ (Par), first run, split. Fafr 
$800 indicated. Last week, ‘Hands 
Across Table’ (Par) and ‘Way Down 
East’ (20th), second loop runs, and 
‘Personal Maid’ (WB), first run, $1,- 
200, good. 





‘Collegiate’ in College 
Town, Lincoln, Big $3,600 


Lincoln, Jan. 14. 


(Best Exploitation: Stuart) 

‘Whipsaw’ is the current rave and 
heading into, upper class morey at 
the Lincoin this week. Directly be- 
hind is ‘Collegiate,’ also nipping 
off a share of the available amuse- 
ment funds around town. Business 
is holding up in good shape and 
the pic trend being what it is, looks 
to stay with the rosier biz view- 
point for some time. 

Best exploitational huzz was cre- 
ated in a series of stunts for ‘Col- 
leziate. Johnny Echols wore. ou! 
oy drel: waddling it up and duwn 





~~ the main drags with all the trim- 


mings. Also, had an automobile 


to 55c for ‘Obsesh 
$1400; ‘Cities’ 12 


bd 


hunt, with ‘Finders Keepers’ which 
was supported by the college paper. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (550; 10-15)— 
‘Whispering Smiti’ (20th) and ‘Alias 
John Law,’ (Sup), split. Week looks 
worth $950, oke. Last week ‘Chan’s 
Secret’ (20th) and ‘Frisco Water- 
front’ (Rep). split, $1,000 and nice. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Whipsaw’ (MG). Everybody out to 
welcome Myrna Loy, sure of $3,000 
or better, neat going. Last week ‘In 
Person’ (RKO) held for eight days 
and was up to $3,600 by that time, 
very nice play. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘Millions in Air’ (Par) and Ed 
Gardner’s ‘Fads and Fancies’ girly 
stage show for 3 days; following is 
dual bill ‘Broadway Hostess’ (FN) 
and ‘7 Keys’ (RKO). For the week, 
should chalk up $2,400, good enough. 
Last week ‘Great Life’ (20th) with 
Chic Myers and his ‘Miami Bound’ 
unit on rostrum for three days, then 
‘Mary Burns’ (Par) in the first 
single feature of many moons for 
the stageless half, total takes 
around $2,300, due very good last 
half strength of Sylvia Sidney. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-15-40)— 

‘Collegiate’ (Par). Publicity smashes 
given in stunts around town, as well 
as a recent New Year’s eve preview 
started it off in good shape. A 
likely $3,600 in sight which is okay 
money. Last week “Two Cities’ 
(MG) held for 8 days and grabbed 
up slightly more than $4,000, a 
steady pacer. 
Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 16-20- 
25)—‘First a Girl’ (GB): Turnout 
has been a little above average so 
far on this one indicating a possible 
$1,600 week. Last week ‘Could Only 
Cook’ (Col) went for 9 days and 
in that time totalled ‘$2,300, good 
showing in this spot. ' 


’ ion’ $17,50 
Obsession’ $17,500, 
é e ? 
Collegiate’ $14,000, 
e o e 
King Ore Fair, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Albee) 
Only two fresh releases at the 
major stands currently, and they're 
real b.o, ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ at 


the Albee, is the acer at a $17,500 


tempo. ‘Collegiate’ is ringing up 
$14,000 for the Palace, 

Four holdovers and their biz is 
at a favorable stage: “Two Cities’ 
is $6,000 fetcher at the Capitol; 
‘Dangerous’ in line for $4,500 at 
Keith’s; ‘Bride Comes Home’ mark- 
ing $4,500 for Lyric, and Grand is 
third-weeking ‘Littlest Rebel’ for 
$3,500. 

It’s a good week all-around for 
the pictures. But the story for 
the Shubert, burg's only combo em- 
porium, is not so cheerful. Wayne 
King’s band, in for important money 
at $8,500, is not the trade-tugger 
expected. Fortified with three 
vaude acts and linked with the 
‘We're Only Human’ pic, the at- 
traction is tagged for $14,000, 
average figure for the theatre. 

Publicity splurge of the week on 
‘Obsession,’ the campaign includ- 
ing extra ad space, 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U). Irene 
Dunne the heavy noise, ticketed for 
$17,500, fine. Last week ‘Two 
Cities’ (MG), nine days, $21,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Collegiate’ (Var). Flaps and rah- 
rah trade skipping turnstiles for a 
spiffy $14,000. Last week ‘Bride 
Comes Home’ (Par), eight: days, 
$13,000. : 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-55)— 
‘We're Only Human’ (RKO) and 
Wayne King ork plus three variety 
turns. At tops, $14,000, normal 
figure, yet disappointing for the 
large layout of sugar on King. Last 
week ‘Another Face’ (RKO) and 
‘Bring on Dames’ revue, slipped in 
last half to $13,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 

‘Two Cities’ (MG). Transferred 
from Albee for second week, $6,000, 
big. Last week ‘Littlest Rebel’ 
(20th), nine days, moved over from 
Palace, $9,500; pic got $16,000 in 
initial week. 
. Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Dangerous’ (WB) (2d week). Tug- 
ging an okay $4,500, following $7,000 
on first seven days. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par). Second 
downtown week, $4,500, nice. Last 











week ‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO) 
bagged a nifty $3,500. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; .25-40)— 


‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th). Third week 
in the main division, $3,500, okay. 
Last week ‘Whipsaw’ (MG), a re- 
‘turner, $2,700. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
Whispering Smith’ (20th) and 
‘Navy Wife’ (20th), split. An all 
right $2,300. Last week ‘Moonlight 





Ticket’ (Col), separate, $2,200. 


PICTURE GROSSES 





OMAHA AVERAGE 


Like Swarthout but Vote ‘Rancho’ 
Poor Vehicle, $5,600 Light 


Omaha, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Brandeis) 


Average is the trend of bills and 
grosses along picture row this week. 
Nothing outstanding at any house, 
while entertainment value up to a 
certain par. It’s a week of the lull 
before the storm as all houses 
readying huge campaigns on stuff 
to break soon. F 

Lead will possibly go to the Or- 
pheum on the strength of ‘Whipsaw’ 
and capacity. Other weeks this one 
might easily take a back seat, but 
more than holding its own for the 
present. Omaha with the Gladys 
Swarthout debut picture in second 
place, position likewise governed by 
top. price and capacity. Third goes 
to Brandeis, which is running some 
over its average total, but is held 
down by lowest top price along the 
row and smallest number of seats. 

Weather- continues its disagree- 
able pace with the heaviest snow 
of the season on the tail of last 
week; makes it sloppy and hard to 
travel. 


Letdown in exploitation this week 
compared to what has burst forth 
around some of the big holiday 
shows. Braindeis slightly in the van 
with some natural tie-ups on ‘Could 
Only Cook,’ but Omaha and Or- 
pheum not far behind with their 
regular stuff. 

Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Blank-Tri-States) (2,- 
976; 25-40)—‘Whipsaw’ (MG) and 
‘Perfect Gentleman’ (MG). Myrna 
Loy -has not been seen for some 
time here; $7,000 average but fair 
enough in the face of weather. Last 
week ‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par) 
and ‘Live for Love’ (WB) satisfac- 
tory for light comedy followers, 
credit due Colbert-Young-MacMur- 
ray combination. $8,000 okay. 

Omaha (Blank-Tri-States) (2,100; 
25-40)—‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par) and 
‘Navy Wife’ (20th). Swarthout 
voted having good screen possibil- 
ities but lacking capable vehicle for 
her introduction to screen fans; 
lightweight at box office for about 





| $5,600, but no, red ink. Last week 


‘Collegiate’ (Par) doubled with ‘Bad 
Boy’ (Fox) bullish start New Year's 
Eve opening and stayed strong till 
the week was out to register $8,- 
300, not quite expectations but very 
good, 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 
25-35-40)—‘Could Only Cook’ (Col) 
and ‘One Way Ticket’ (Col). Keeps 
the house on Wednesday openings 
for another week, fair gait, drawing 
light comedy hounds, may reach up 
to $4,500, pleasing. Last week 
‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO) on a 
single feature booking with a New 
Year’s eve opening gave it seven 
and a half days to run up its $5,300, 
some of it due to home town fol- 
lowers of Henry. Fonda. 


‘Wilderness’Cook’ 
Dual Socko $10,000 
‘Obsesh’ $8,300, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 

Considerable activity is-in evi- 
dence at the downtown boxoffices 
here with competition being partic- 
ularly keen. Loew’s and the Lyric 
are sharing top honors in gross 
business with both houses pointing 
towards the $10,000 mark. The for- 
mer has a dual bill of ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness,’ and ‘If You Could Only Cook,’ 
and the latter has a combination 
vaudfilm program that includes 
‘King of Burlesque’ as the picture 
with Johnny Perkins heading the 
stage bill. The Indiana is in the 
money on ‘Magnificent Obsession’ 
with a probable take of $8,300, while 
the Circle is very mild with an in- 
dicated $3,200 on ‘Dangerous.’ The 
Apollo is coasting along on a re- 
peat run of ‘Littlest Rebel’ at a fair 
$3,700. 

Exploitation. honors to Loew’s 
with a snappy campaign that in- 
cluded a many-sided tie-up with 
General Electric on ‘Cook.’ Cook- 
books, window displays and heralds 
were chief items in the hookup on 
‘Ah, Wilderness,’ their other film on 
the dual bill, Loew’s sent out spe- 
cial postcards to all the Millers in 
the telephone directory as well as 
distributed special Miller family 
heralds. Miscellaneous display news- 
paper ad tieups included one on a 
hair-dress with the town’s leading 
department store and a 1,000-line 
ad used by a prominent furrier, 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25. 
40)—‘Littlest Rebei’ (20th). Temple 
pic brought back for repeat after 
having previously played two weeks. 
It built strongly at end of former 
run, and is justifying its encore 
with a fairly good $3,700. Last 
week ‘Monte Carlo’ (20th) all right 
at $4,200. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—‘Dangerous’' (WB). Bette Davis 
featured above film’s title, but not 











on Parade’ (WRB) and ‘One Way flagainst her in 


strong enough td6 carry the load 
alone in face of the competition 
other downtown 


spots. Kesulis will be mild at 
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$3,200. Last week ‘Sylvia Scarlett’ 
(RKO) not up to previous Hepburn 
pictures with a modefate $5,200. 

indiana (Katz-Feld} (3,100; 26- 
40)—‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U). 
Word of mouth and reviews helping 
this one build along to a very good 
$8,300. Last week ‘Collegiate’ (Par) 
did a strong $7,500 in final seven 
ey 5 of briefly extended run. 

oew’s (Loew’s) (2,800: 25-40)— 
‘Wilderness’ (MG) duailed with 
‘Could Only Cook’ (Col). Former 
drew the biz and the latter was al- 
most disregarded in ads, although 
considerable exploitation given it. 
Gross excellent at $10,000 for week. 
yt week ‘Riff Raff (MG) okay at 

,500. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘King of Burlesque’ (20th) and 
vaude, headlining Johnny Perkins 
and Fred Sanborn. Strong stage 
and screen program; going to be a 
big $10,000. -Last week ‘No Mercy’ 
(20th) and vaude, headlining Carl 
Freed and Harmonica band, plenty 
okay at $8,400. 


SWARTHOUT 86, 
PONS PIC 5G 
IN DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 14, 

First runs average or below, ex- 
cept Denham which is running 
strong with ‘Rose of Rancho’ Gladys 
Swarthout is popular here because 
of her appearance at Central City. 

‘Riffraff’ and ‘Dream Too Much’ 
only average. ‘Capt..Blood’ in ex- 
tended run after week at the Den- 
ver is doing fair at the Broadway 
and should take house to slightly 
above average figure. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Splendor’ (UA). Mild at 
$2,000. Last week ‘Mr. Hobo’ (GB) 
did a keen business, and was set for 
a second week but with moderate 
cold wave hitting on end of week, 
business tapered off and film was 
held two days over, closed its full 
week at $3,500. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500: 25- 
40)—‘Capt. Blood’ (FN), following a 
week at the Denver. Nice $1,200. 
Last week ‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th) 
copped $1,500, nice figure for this 
spot, used mostly for extended runs 
from the Denver and _ Aladdin. 
‘Rebel’ had played the-Denver the 
week previously. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par) Strong $8,- 
000 on Swarthout’s rep. Last week 
‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par) was one 
of the films to suffer from the cold 
wave, being set for a second week, 
but only got three extra days as re- 
sult of snow and cold; got $8,000 in 
first week. ; 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Riffraff’ (MG) and stage band. 
Just average for Harlow. $5,000. 
Last week ‘Capt. Blood’ (FN) did 
$9,000, registering several holdouts 
during the week, and went to tlie 
Broadway, whence goeth most of 
the films that do nicely at the Den- 
ver. There it gets an extra week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600:25-35-40) 
—‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO). Aver- 
age $5,000. Last week ‘Another 
Face’ (RKO), backed by a strong 
stage show, ‘French Follies,’ took in 
$12,000, with the stage show getting 
most of th> credit. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Creat Impersonation’ (U0). 
Mild $2.000. Last week ‘Could Only 
Cook’ (Col) topned average by $500, 
finishing with $3,000. 


Montreal Eases Off, 
‘Obsession’ $9,000, 
‘Dream Much’ $7,000 


Montreal, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 

Tempo slows off some currently, 
with outlook for nothing very start- 
ling. Pix are toss-up for audience 
favor, but Palace will likely win 
out, although a bunch of non-film 
fans will patronize Capitol for Pons 
opus. Loew’s not quite up to last 
week, but still liable to get plenty. 

Palace has ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion,’ and this will build up on 
femme appeal. Opened big Friday 
(10) and should hold up for a $9,000 
gross, which is good. Capitol has 
Pons’ ‘Dream Too Much’ and ‘Per- 
fect Gentleman,’ also good for $7,000. 
Loew's with a 24-girl line and 
‘S‘epamline Scandals’ for another 
standout vaude with ‘Socrates’ and 
‘Ladies Crave Excitement’ on screen 
should gross around $13,000. Princess 
showing ‘Show Them No Mercy’ and 
‘Dressed to Thrill’ looks like $7,000. 
Cinema Imperial has ‘Roman d’un 
Jeune Homme Pauvre’ and ‘Burning 
Gold’. for $3;000.. Cinema: de Paris 
shows ‘Marchand d’Amour and 
‘Jeune Fille a Marier,’ witich should 
gross $1,200. St. Denis bills ‘Le 
Chemineau’*and ‘Le Cherj de la 
Concierge,’ figured to gross $6,000. 
Nabes doing fair biz all over. 

George Rotsky has capitalized on 




















‘BURNS’ PLUS 
SPITALNY OK 
$17,000, WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Belasco) 

Boom that began with holidays is 
slackening but still carrying grosses 
above average in most spots. Boys 
had been saving the good celluloid 
and seems to have been smart idea. 

Palace is leading town easily with 
‘Tale of Two Cities,’ as was indi- 
cated in midnight preview for New 
Year’s Eve when audience over- 
flowed to extra house. ‘Magnificent 
Obsession,’ other big money-maker 
of week, started off slowly but word 


of mouth is sending it up in a hurry. 

Smartest exploitation of week 
Was staged by Belasco on ‘La Ma- 
ternelle.’ House is usually lucky to 
break even on foreign-language 
stuff, but ballyed this one in schools 
both as kid pic and ideal subject for 
French students to get a load of 
their grammar being spoken, School 
co-operated on strength of special 
prices to pupils and house is well 
in the black. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Riff Raff’ (MG) and vaude. Pic 
roundly panned, but Harlow will 
give house oke $22,500 with some 
help on stage from George Givot 
and Sylvia Froos. Last week, ‘King 
of Burlesque’ (Fox) took good 
$23,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60- 
70)—‘Mary Burns’ (Par) and vaude. 
'Sylvia Sidney plus lavish Spitalny 
stage show will get satisfactory 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Collegiate’ 
(Par) and Stepin Fetchit on stage 
shot through to swell $22,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,368; 25-35-60)— 
‘Two Cities’ (MG). Headedewfor 
beautiful $23,000. Last week, ‘Littlest 
Rebel’ (20th) got big $12,500 in 
second stanza. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U). Started 
slowly and built immediately. Looks 
like sock $15,000. Last week, ‘Dream 
Too Much’ (RKO) took big $17,000 
on nine and a half days. 

Met (WB) (1,853; (25-40)—‘Cap- 
tain Blood’ (WB). Second week on 
mainstem romping to big $7,000. 
Last week, ‘No Mercy’.(20th) took 
good $6,000. 

Belasco (Radin) (1,100; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘La Maternelle’ (Met). House 
sold this one heavily to kid-minded 
and French students, will get big 
$4,500. Last week, ‘New Gulliver’ 
(Amkino) milked in second week 
for passable $2,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Old Kentucky’ (Fox) (2d wk). 
Headed for sock $6,500; last week 
smashed house repeat record with 
wow $8,000. 








‘Magnificent Obsession’ being best 
seller and also work of a Montreal 
parson to tie up with libraries and 
have book exhibited in department 
stores with special referénce td pic- 
turization at Palace. Five hundred 
personal wires to professional men 
and leaders in business and society, 
four’ girls on telephones calling so- 
cial registerites, dignified large seale 
advertising in local press, exhibition 
of book in libraries and department 
stores are making exploitation his- 
tory in this city under the direction 
of Rotsky. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Mag- 
nificent Obsession’ (U). Big femme 
appeal and Irene Dunne, local fa- 
vorite, might get a five-figure gross, 
but at least $9,000 is sure. Last 
week ‘Mary Burns’ (Par) and ‘Coro- 
nado’ (Par), $7,000, fair. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Dream 
Too Much’ (RKO) and ‘Perfect 
Gentleman’ (MG). Started well, but 
hard to guess how it will hold up; 
estimate is for $7,000. Last week 
good at $8,000 for ‘Bride Comes 
Home’ (Par) and ‘So Red Rose’ 
(Par). . = 

Loew’s’ (M.T. Co.) (3,200; 50) 
‘Socrates’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Crave 
Excitement’ (Emp) with ‘Streamline 
Scandals’ prez. Should go to $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Broadway Hostess’ 
(WB) and ‘Rainmakers’ (RKO) 
with Marcus Show panicked the 
town for $18,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘No 
Mercy’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to Thrill’ 
(20th). Good average bill at $7,000. 
Last week ‘Could Only Cook’ (Col) 
and Devil's Island’ (Col) fair at 
$6,000. 

Cinema imperial (Ind) (1,606; 34) 
—Roman Jeune Homme Pauvre’ 
and ‘Burning Gold’ (Rep). This 
should -gross $3,000. Last week 
‘Tout pour l’'Amour’ and ‘Forced 
Landing’ (Emp), $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-¥ilm) 
(600; 50)—‘Marchand d’e\mour’ and 
‘Jeune Fille a Marier’ at $1,200. oke. 
Last week ‘Chant de Amour’ and 
‘Dieux s’Amusent,’ $1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
34)—‘Le Chemineau’ and ‘Le Cher! 
de sa Concierge.’ Fair. $6.000. Last 





week ‘Dora Nelson’ and ‘Jeune Fille 
a Marier,’ $6,500. 
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PTSBGS $10,000) 
‘OBESSION’ 
IS MAGNIF 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Alvin) 

‘Expected reaction following hefty 
New Year’s boom isn’t failing boys, 
but couple of stand-outs developing, 
too, and things aren't as bad as 
anticipated. Big help, too, was Sun- 
day trade, first time since seven- 
day week was legalized that busi- 
ness has been anything like it, and 
an encouraging sign. 

‘Magnificent Obsession’ got away 
to great Sunday opening at Alvin, 
with smash proportions indicated, 
and certain to work into h.o. For 
opening session, pretty close to 
$10,000, best here in months, with 
or without stage shows, looked for 
and with breaks may even hit be- 
yond that. Stanley, too, keeping up 
into real money with ‘Splendor’ and 
presentation, week-end trade point- 
ing to around $21,000, g figure that 
should bring no complaints. Started 
off only fair Friday (10) but man- 
agement re-booked to open follow- 
ing day ‘Gold Medal Boys’ band on 
stage. Local organization a sensa- 
tion week before in Major Bowes 
unit, and takings skyrocketed, hit- 
ting beyond $6,000 on Saturday. 

Fulton, announced to close last 
week, decided at last minute to stay 
open and shoved in double  biil, 
‘Charlie Chan’s Secret’ and ‘Hitch- 
Hike Lady’ on Friday (10). Got 
little or no advance billing and as 
result got away sluggishly but Sun- 
day a big help and should bring 
about fairly decent $3,000. Nothing 
doing for ‘Collegiate’ at Penn and 
will be lucky to wind up with $8,560, 
pretty unimpressive, while Warner 
also slipping a bit with ‘7 Keys to 
Baldpate’ and ‘Millions in the Air,’ 
maybe $4,600. Downtown down to 
five first-run sites again with clos- 
ing last week of Davis, but returns 
to six Feb. 7 when George Jaffe, 
former operator of Variety (bur- 
lesque), relights old Harris as 
Casino with vaude and pictures. 

Alvin promoted brisk campaign 
on ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ selling 
it wisely from tear-jerking angle 

(Continued on page 29) 


Seattle Duals OK 
B. 0., but Complaints 
Shows Run Too Long 











Seattle, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: 5th Ave.) 


Still stressing the dual policy at 
all houses, but exploitation lead 
goes to 5th Ave, where 2,000 teach- 
ers in local colleges and other 
schools were contacted through 
personal letters,’ calling attention 
to ‘Tale of Two Cities.’ 

Consolidation of Hamrick and 
Evergreen publicity departments 
eliminates synthetic rivalry between 
the two, formerly headed by Vic 
Gauntlett and Eddie Rivers sep- 
arately. 

Duals working out for increased 
b.o., but many complain some about 
shows being too long. 


Estimates For This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27- 
37-42)—‘Riffraff’ (MG) and ‘Stars 
Over Broadway’ (WB) dual. Moved 
from Orpheum, good at $4,100. Last 
week ‘Collegiate’ (Par) and ‘No 
Mercy’ (20th) dual, 2nd week, nine 
days, $4,100, okay. 

Coliseurg (Evergreen) (1,800; 21- 
32)—‘Here’s to Romance’ (20th) 
and ‘Red Salute’ (UA) dual split 
with ‘In the Air’ (MG) and ‘Way 
Down East’ (20th) dual. Indicates 
fair trade at $3,000. Last week, 
‘Rendezvous’ (MG) and ‘Last Out- 
post) (Par) dual, $3,700, good. 

5th Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 27- 
37-42)—Two Cities’ (MG) and 
‘Coronado’ Par) dual. Going after 
educationally inclined with ‘Tale’ 
and strong for $8,000; last -week. 
‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par) and 
‘Night Out’ (U) dual, $13.200, great. 

Liberty (J.-vH) (1,900; 16-27-37) 
—‘Splendor’ (UA) and ‘One Way 
Ticket’ (Col) dual. Heavy newspa- 
per campaign, but $3,500 is slow 
trade. Last week ‘Could Cook’ (Col), 
singleton, nine days, 2d week, $5,100, 
good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 
37-42) —‘Bride Comes Home’ 
and ‘Night Out’ (U) dual. 
from Sth Ave. Expects good, 
Last week, ‘Littlest Rebel’ 
and ‘Millions In Air’ 
big. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700: 27- 
37-42)—‘King of Burlesque’ (20th) 
and ‘Baldpate’ (RKO), dual. Fair 
pace, $6,500. Last week ‘Riffraff’ 
(MG) and ‘Stars Over Broadway’ 
(WB) dual, $9,800, good, in nine 
days. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106: 
21-27-32)—‘Mr. Hobo’ (GB) and ‘Dr. 
Hannigan’ (FN) dual. Nine days to 
get back to Friday change day; big, 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Last Nicht’ (U) 
and ‘Nevada’ (Par) dual, $6,100, big. 


27- 
(Par) 
Moved 
$4,300. 
(20th) 
(Par), $4,800, 








‘CAPT. PT, BLOOD’ HEADS 
PORTLAND AT $7,500 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 14. 

(Best Exploitation: Broadway) 

Holiday trade continues to come 
in strong, with all houses making 
both ends fat in the middle. Park- 
er’s Broadway splurged this week 
for ‘Captain Blood.’ Exploitation 
rang the bell for another winning 
episode at that house. 

All houses had new pix this week 
except the Orph, which holds ‘Bride 
Comes Home’ after a great first 
week. No raves for this pic, but 
the b.o. score was terrific, bouncing 
the Orpheum into No. 1 gross spot 
on its opening days. 

‘Splendor’ at the UA is only mild. 
That house has had a procession of 
coin-getters, and just closed big 17- 
day run of ‘Two Cities’ to okay re- 
sults. Broadway also netted a bag- 
ful with ‘Night at ‘the Opera’ for 
two weeks over the holiday season. 

Some competish this week with 
Globe Shakespeare Players, 
road unit, for three days at the 
Shrine Auditorium, - and- - Ballet 
Russe one day. No apparent effects 
on pic grosses, which continue to 
show growing results of greater ex- 
ploitation during the past month. 
Exploitation in these parts runs to 
conservative copy, but now in larger 
quantities. Idea is not only to sell 
the pic, but also to build wider con- 
fidence in screen entertainment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Capt. Blood’ (FN). Answering 
to exploitation for a big first week 
around $7,500 and may hold. Last 
week ‘Night at Opera’ (MG) closed 
an okay second week, $4,300; 
great at $8,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Splendor’ (UA). Only fair 
$4,800. Last week ‘Two Cities’ (MG) 
closed big 17-day run to good biz 
and raves; first week $8,100. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 
25-40) —‘Musketeers’ (RKO) and 
‘Navy Wife’ (20th) good combo get- 
ting biz on the first pic, $5,000. Last 





week ‘Pacific Fleet’ (WB) and 
‘Chan’s Secret’ (Fox) held _ this 
house up for $5,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(2,000; 25-40)—‘Bride Comes Home’ 
(Par) and ‘Uncle Dudley’ (20th) 
(2d week). Good for $5,500; first 
week hit the burg’s top gross for a 
great $9,200. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 25-40)—‘Dan Mathews’ (Col) 
and ‘Stormy’ (U). Average play for 
$2,000. Last week ‘Collegiate’ (Par) 
closed a good second week for this 
house at $3,200, following $6,000 
first week at the Orpheum, 


K.C’S B.0. BALLY, 





‘OBSESH $12,000 





Kansas City, Jan. 14, 

(Best Exploitation: Main Street) 

If printer's ink can turn the trick 
the home offices of several chain 
theatres are im for some agreeable 
surprises this week, as the local 
managers have purchased space in 
large amounts, 

On account of the changes of 
opening dates during the holidays 
the current week sees first run 
openings on Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, perfect for 
those who like to catch the opening 
shows. 

Loew’s Midland’s ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness’ will likely top the town. ‘Col- 
legiate at the Newman is enjoying a 
fast play and ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion’ at the Tower is showing in- 
creased strength. At the Uptown 
‘Comes the Band’ and ‘Chan’s Se- 
cret’ are strong. 

The Mainstreet has ‘Two in the 
Dark,’ with Ada Leonard’s revue on 
stage and going strong. Manage- 
ment gave the Leonard unit the 
works for publicity. Spread extra 
displays through the papers, had 
thousands of special heralds in rail- 
road and bus stations for 100 miles 
surrounding the city; thousands of 
another two-color folder distributed 
by a coffee company; stills of the 
star in night clubs and hotels, radio 
plugs, co-operative ads with de- 
partment stores, and other stunts; 
nice, 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Two in the Dark’ (RKO) and 
Ada Leonard’s ‘Cocktails of 1936.’ 
Stage show drew nice reviews and 
holding up nicely; looks like close to 
$14,500, good. Last week, ‘Sylvia 
Scarlett’ (RKO) and Benny Heroft’s 
revue (9 days), $15,500, o.k. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Wilderness’ (MG). In for nine days 
and will hang up some nice figures, 
and should be close to $19,500, big. 
Last week, ‘Riff Raff’ (MG) got 
away to a swell start New Year's 
Eve and held firm until the last two 
days closing with $14,800, good but 
not quite what was expected. 

Newman (Par) (1.900; 25-40)— 
‘Collegiate’ (Par). Right down the 
alley for the big Newman following 
of youngsters who go for the light 
and frothy; in for eight days and 





legit, 


first. 
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management predicting close to 
$10,000, great. Last week, ‘Rose of 
Rancho’ (Par), eight and three- 
quarter days. helped by star being 
home town girl, turned in a sweet 


$10,400. 
Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25-35)— 
‘Obsession’ (U) and ‘Black and 


White’ revue. Management went on 
the billboards for the picture, and 
gave it extra newspaper space; bet- 
ter than normal, headed for near 
$12,000, big. Last week, ‘Could Only 
one (Col) and stage show $7,500, 
go 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Comes the Band’ (MG) and ‘Chan’s 
Secret’ (20th). Saturday opening 
shows brought good business and 
indications are for close to $4,000, 
nice. Last week, ‘King of Burlesque’ 
(20th) and ‘Navy Wife’ (20th), dual, 
10 days, $8,000, good. 


Riffraff’ $18,500, 
‘Obsession’ $9,500, 
‘Burlesk’ 5G, Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Century) 

Clear, bracing weather this week, 
but the town on the whole has set- 
tled down after the flurry of the 
holidays. Ironic that all during the 
Xmas-New Year stanzas when the 
houses hung up their most attractive 
packages, sloppy weather held forth 
continually and as such undoubted- 
ly cramped biz. And now the burg 
seems to be drawing tight the purse 
strings after the spending orgies 
that attended the seagonal spending 
spree. 

The Century is doing nicely with 
‘Rifraff,’, but under other recent 
Harlow starrers at this vaudfilmer. 
Withal, $18,500 is very solid. 

For his farewell flourish as Loew 
p.a. in Balto Herb Morgan rang up 
a rattling good campaign for ‘Riff- 
raff,, plugging fact that Miss Har- 
low is now ‘honeybrown’-haired. 
Top stunt was promotion of a booth 
at the Federal Housing Show at 
Armory where Century was only 
theatre represented by exhibit. 
Show was visited by estimated 
85,000 persons. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55-66)—RiffRaff” (MG) and 
vaude. Pic not véry well cottoned 
to, though Jean Harlow presence 
pumping trade that will shove gross 
to solidly good $18,500. Last week 
‘Wilderness’ (MG) and vaude headed 
by Silvia Froos,. swell $21,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40-55 = 66)—‘Could Only 
Cook’ (Col) and ‘Hit Parade’ unit on 
stage. Wobbling to weak $11,000. 
Last week in nine days ‘Dream Too 
Much’ (RKO) and vaude copped 
swell $19,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40) — ‘Obsession’ (U). A 
veritable blaze at the b.o. for the 
best week house has had all this 
season. Smashing $9,500 and will 
hold on for a while. Last week 
‘Show No aed (20th) grabbed a 
grand $6,500 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
35 - 40-55) —-‘King of Burlesque’ 
(20th). Well liked and building on 
press reports and public praise. 
Looks likely to touch $5,000, nifty, 
and cause house to h.o. film few 
extra days, though at outset move 
was not in mind of met. Last week, 
third of ‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th), nice 


3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Collegiate’ (Par). Fatrish 
$7,000. Last week, second of ‘Capt. 
Blood’ (WB), corking $6,800. 15- 
day run, $21,800, splendid. 











‘RANCHO’. $5,000, L’VIL 


GROSSES EASING OFF 


Louisville, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: State) 

Decided letdown in grosses evi- 
dent in this burg with the heavy 
spending over the holidays putting 
a real crimp in the takings. 

‘Ah, Wilderness’ at the State in- 
dicates $5,300, with the Rialto right 
behind at $5,000 with ‘Rose of the 
Rancho.’ 

National, only vaudefilm house in 
town, has cut down the vaude to 
four days a week, Friday-Monday- 
Tuesday-Thursday double features. 

Exploitation looks like a toss-up 
between the State, Brown, Strand 
and Rialto, although Rialto has a 
little the edge on amount of news- 
paper lineage. ,\lso usual tie-up 
with book stores, libraries, etc., 
might be a little help in boosting the 
take to respectable figures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Wilderness’ (MG). Strong. cast 
names and fact that play showed 
here at Memorial Auditorium about 
vear ago with Cohan in lead whet- 
ting appetites to see film version; 
$5,300 indicated, with biz dropping 
off after nice opening. Last week 
‘Riff Raft’ (MG) enjoyed the best 
take in town, $7,000, with holiday 
opening and strong weekend biz. 

Rialto (4th Ave) (3,000; 15-25-40) 
—‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par). Operatic 
film not the draw hoped for, due 
probably to slight familiarity with 
names of Swarthout, ete.; far from 
smash at $5,000. Last week ‘Col- 
legiate’ (Par) took $6,500, in spite of 








adverse circumstances, weather be- 
ing chief opposish. 

~ Brown (Ind) (1,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Mister Hobo’ (GB). Arliss $2,000 
somewhat under customary mark. 
Last week ‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO) 
disappointing $1,800. 

Strand (4th Ave) (1,500; 15-25-40) 
—‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U). Not 
much activity for this one, and will 
be satisfied with $2,800, light. Last 
week ‘King of Burlesque’ (20th) 
took $3,500, neat. 

Mary Anderson (Lisbon) (1,000; 
25-40) — ‘Dangerous’ (WB). Will 
wind up week with $3,500, good. 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ booked 
to follow at roadshow prices. Last 
week ‘Capt. Blood’ (FN) took nice 
$3,000, second week. 

National (Ind) (2,400; 15-25-40)— 
‘Cappy Ricks’ (Rep). Grosses took 
a dip, and vaude only in four days. 
Balance of week will play double- 
features; $3,500 indicated, not so 
forte. Last week ‘Forbidden Heaven’ 
(Rep) and vaude had benefit of 
midnight show N. Y. E. ana hefty 
weekend, for take of 4,500. 

Alamo (Ind) (900; 15-25)—‘Gal- 
lant Defender’ (Col) and ‘Couldn’t 
Take It’ (Col), dual. Looks to take 
light $1,200. Last week ‘“Trans- 
atlantic TunneY (GB) and ‘Whisper- 
ing Smith’ (20th), dual, $1,500, fair. 


‘OBSESSION AT 
$20,000 IN HUB, 
MAGNIFICENT 


Boston, Jan, 14, ' 
(Best Exploitation: Keith’s) 
For straight film strength ‘Mag- 


nificent Obsession’ at the Keith Me- 
morial seems to have edge on town 
at $20,000 pace. Getting ace play 
from women on matinees, but 
plenty femmes are dragging in es- 
corts -for night shows to swell the 
take to that very satisfactory figure. 
‘Rose of Rancho’ at the Met, will 
stage show, will run behind at 
$16,000. 

At the Keith Boston, stage draw 
ris pulling mightily for a beautiful 
$27,000 finish, with ‘Red Salute’ 
(Col). 

State and Orpheum holding over 
‘Two Cities,’ after’ smash opening 
week. Between two stands, will win 
about $22,000. Opener a_ sock 
$44,000, outstanding gross in town 
for current season. 

Some advance scare on ‘Red Sa- 
lute’ when threatening phone calls 
and letters promised some action 
in protest from students, but noth- 
ing materialized, 

Keith office ts apparently taking 
its local vaude producing seriously. 
Charles Koerner, divisional manager, 
now commuting between Hub and 
N. Y¥., spending three days a week 
in New York on production, Koer- 
ner working this week on ‘Sketch 
Book.’ for Boston opening this week- 
end; then the Joe Cook show has to 
be lined up. Ruth Etting-Toby 
Wing and Frank Fay-Lupez Velez 

also in the making. 

In ite of Boston Post ban on 
Keith publicity through an alleged 
discriminatory boner pulled by the 
company’s ad department, Jack Gra- 
nara’s crew took Jackie Coogan and 
Betty Grable from the current stage 
show and took them over the ex- 
ploitation jumps for some cute re- 
sults. Pulled usual gag at the sta- 
tion when they arrived, posed them 
with the governor, tied up with the 
departure of a special train loaded 
with refrigerator salesmen. All this 
augmented with.» generous showing 
of interviews and photos. On ‘Ob- 
session’ a special preview was ar- 
ranged for Lloyd Douglas, author, a 
local man, who had not seen his 
picture previously. 


Estimates for This Week 


Keith Boston (RKO) (2,300; 35- 
50-65)—‘Red Salute’ (UA) and Hol- 
lywood stage show. Whovoped up 
bully biz here right from opening 
hour, and will take around $27,000, 
socko. Last week $25,800 on ‘An- 
other Face’ (RKO) and stage show, 
Jane Froman headiined. 

Met (M & P) (4,200; 35-50-65)— 
‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par) and Gour- 
fain-produced stage show. Slightly 
blah at $16,000-pace, Last week oke 
$26,000 for ‘Bride Comes Home’ 
(Par) and Phil Spitalny on stage. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 
25-35-50) — ‘Magnificent Obsession, 
(U). Very attractive here and head- 








ing towards dandy $20,000. ‘Dream 
Too Much’ (RKO) not up to ex- 
pectations last week at $17,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-40-50) 
—Two Cities’ (MG) (2d wk). After 
boom opening frame, this week 
around $11,000; last week $21,500. 


Makes a 16-day run for this one, 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35- 





Too Many y Musicals Sink Philly 
~-B.O’s but Burlesque Oke $15, 000 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Town is overrun with tune films 
this week and it has been proved 
on numerous occasions that Philly 
can only take small doses of this 
type of fare. Answer: signs point 
to a batch of low grosses. 

Musical pix include ‘King of Bur« 
lesque,’ winding up a two week ene« 
gagement at the Fox tonight (14th); 
‘Collegiate’ at the Stanley; ‘First @ 


Girl,’ short-run offering at the Al- 
dine and ‘Dance Band’ on the Earle 
screen. To these can be added the 
Karlton’s second run of ‘I Dream 
Too Much.’ 

‘First a Girl,’ on fair notices, is 
staying nine days at the Aldine, 
although biz hasn’t really warranted 
that. Won’t get more than $8,000 
for nine days, with ‘Strike Me Pink’ 
following. 

‘King of Burlesque’ proved a 
pleasant surprise and in its second 
week at the Fox should hook a neat 
$15,000, above the first week average 
biz at the house. . 

‘Dangerous’ at the Boyd figures 
for $11,500, a little below average, 
and ‘Collegiate’ at the Stanley won’t 
get much over $12,000, which is un- 
der the new 7-day average for house, 
Both pix will scram after singié 
week runs. 

‘Riff Raff’ has been doing nicely 
at the Stanton and will have com- 
pleted a 15 days’ run when it closes 
there tonight. Last eight days will 
give it $7,500. 

Although the Earle’s pic, ‘Dance 
Band’ was lambasted by the crix 
house will do as well as any in town 
because of the presence of Bowes 
Amateur unit No. 2 on the stage, 
Week’s gross should reach $17,000. 

Keith's, Kariton and Arcadia, all 
with second run films, will do fair 
trade this week and no more. 

Last week’s business proved de- 
cidedly disappointing in several in- 
stances. New Year’s Eve was ex- 
ceptionally big, but after that, 
despite good weather, several films 
were badly jolted. Most disappoint- 
ing was ‘Tale of Two Cities,’ which 
had $30,000 in its first week at the 
Boyd and then slumped, Got two 
days over second week, but only 
managed to gross $23,500 in that 
nine days’ period- 

Estimates’ for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘First a 
Girl’ (G-B). In for nine days and 
won't get over $8,000 for that pe- 
riod, ‘Strike Me Pink’ Friday. Last 
week, ‘Dream Too Much’ (RKO) got 
$7,200 on second session. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Whip- 
saw’ (MG), Six-day second week of 
second run ended last night (Mon- 
day) with $2,600° gross. ‘Bride 
Comes Home’ (Par) today, also sec- 


ond run, 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Dangerous’ 
(WB). In for a week with s0-so 
$11,500 seen. ‘Magnificent Obsession’ 
on Friday. Last week ‘Two Cities’ 
(MG). Slid fast after great first 
week; $23,000 in last nine days. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘King of 
Burlesque’ (20th) and stage show. 
Ends 2d week today and is getting 
$15,000, which is good, ‘Professional 
Soldier’ (20th) tomorrow. ‘Bur- 
lesque’ went to a sturdy $22,500 in 
its first week. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-50)—‘Dance 
Band’ (FD) and vaude. Bowes Am- 
ateurs (No. 2) will give house a 
nice $17,000 week. Last week ‘Bald- 


pate’ (RKO) and vaude, Only 
$14,000. 
Kariton (1,000; 25-35-40)— 


‘Dream’ (RKO), Second run. Maybe 
$3,400; last week ‘Kind Lady’ (MG), 
First run, $3,800, fair. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-49-50)—'Cap- 
tain Blood’ (WB). Second run. 
Ought to get nice $4,000, Last week 
‘Another Face’ (RKO). First run, 
Dismal $2,200, 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)-—‘Collegi- 
ate’ (Par). Opened Saturday. Just 
a 80-80 $12,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Captain Blood’ (WB) $19,000 in ten 
days—not what was hoped for. 

Stantan (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Riff- 
raft?’ (MG). Ending second week to- 
day (Tuesday), which gives it two 
weeks and a day; $7,500 for the 
eight days after $10,000 first week. 





40-50)—‘Two Cities’ (MG) (2d wk), 


Will hit around $11,000, oke. First 
week bango $22,500. 

Paramount (M & P) (1,800; 25- 
35-50) — ‘Dangerous’ (WB) and 


‘Broadway Hostess’ (WB), dual. Do- 
ing fair biz at $8,000. Last week 
‘Capt. Blood’ (WB), single, 2d week, 
hauled in a very satisfactory $8,800, 

Fenway (M & P) (1.600; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘Dangerous’ (WB) and ‘Broad- 
way Hostess’ (WB), double. Hitting 
the medium groove at $5,000. Last 
week $1,800 for 2d frame of ‘Capt. 
Blood’ (WB). 


Scollay (M & P) (2.700; 25-35-40. 


50)—‘Capt. Blood’ (WB) and ‘Mile 
lions in Air’ (Par), dual. Look hot 
here, even after two weeks at F 


and Fenway, should register good 
$9,000. Last week $7,500 for ‘Littlest 
Rebel’ (20th) and ‘Stars Over Broads 





way’ (WB), dual. 
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B-wEST BEAU, MISTER 
‘VEST MAGNIFIQUE 


Right Again, Jimmie! “Magnificent” Is thes 
for These Trade Reviews on Warner Bros} Late 


“All connected with this picture can take bows... Perfect entertain. it 





“Loaded with suspense ...from the picture palaces to the shooting galiies it’s 


“A fim to delight the hearts of showmen. Strong appeal both fqmen ai 


—Metio: 





“Sure-fire... thrill-packed... Excellent filmfare... should do 
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ees it can’t miss.’ 
—Variety Daily 


it’s box-office.’ 


—Film Daily 
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men and women.” 
—Metion Picture Daily 
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pwmen's Trade Review 


voltage stuff.’ 


—Fawcett Publications 


they’ve done.” 
Fidler, Radio Critic 
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Some Truckin’! 
Serializations now running 
daily in key papers from 
coast fo coast are just one 
item in the big-space pub- 
licity and ad build-up 
that will precede the 
Jan. 25th release of this 
COSMOPOLITAN PRODUCTION 


A First National Picture 
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famous war ace — HOWARD HAWKS 








14 VARIETY 








 PICT@RES 


Wednesday, January 15, 1936 











—— 
a 





ee 
—. 


Advance Production Chart 


Holiywood, Jan. 14. 


Variety inaugurates with this issue a new service depart- 
ment for general information of the motion picture industry, 
and, it is hoped, of particular value to theatre operators. It 
is called Vartety’s Advance Production Chart. 


Of import to the erhibitor, in the week to week arrange- 
ments of his film bookings, is an accurate report of produc- 
tion activities from the Hollywood studios. Such informa- 
tion is intended as a guide to film rental commitments. Many 
fheatre men have passed up money making attractions 
through non-delivery of certain listed films. The advance 
production chart should perform service as a barometer of 
future deliveries of pictures from major and independent 
studios whose product is released through one of the na- 
tional distributing organizations. 

It shall not be the intention to anticipate in advazce of 
completion of a film the box office merits of a picture. 
Such judgment is reserved until publication of the studio pre- 
view by Daily Variety,’ and the regular weekly Variety re- 
view which is written after the pictures have been viewed 
in theatres before paying audiences. VARIETY never reviews 
pictures in projection rooms on the theory that this is neither 
jair to the picture nor the reviewer. 

Accompanying the chart, however, will be a detailed report 
of every picture which goes into actual production before 
microphone and camera. Names of the producers, directors, 
writers and cast will be listed. In addition, a brief descrip- 
tion of the story material will be given, and such comments 
likely to be helpful to the man who pays film rental, whether 





in the nature of a flat rental price or on a percentage basis. 
Distinction will be indicated between the films contracted 
for the current season release and those which have yet to be 
assig’ sd national exhibition dates. 


The progress of production in competing studios can be 
watched carefully by theatre men and also by Hollywood 
executives. That the man who runs a theatre on a policy 
of four to six changes of program a week has a never ending 
problem of booking pictures properly from nine national dis- 
tributors (and the few remaining states’ rights exchanges) 
seemed to be news to many studio people. 

With double feature exhibiting almost universal in the 
U. S., and with percentage dates the rule in nearly every 
competitive theatre situation, the ultimate revenue collected 
by any picture is materially affected by features concurrently 
produced and released by competing film companies. Never 
was the ‘other jellow’ so closely watched in show business as 
at the present time. Vanrtery’s Advance Production Chart 
keeps the score on production progress, clearly indicating the 
studio which is abreast of its sales department’s promises of 
deliveries, or the organization which is falling behind its 
schedule. Distribution season of all major companies starts 
on Aug. 1 each year; ends with July releases. 

With the 1935-36 production season just passing its half 
way mark, a check-up shows 196 features of the 443 total 
sold to exhibitors at the beginning of the season to be com- 
pleted, or ready for shipment of positive prints this week. 

An additional 56 films are in process of production at the 
present time, of which photography has. been completed on 





20. Assembling, retakes, musical recording and final editing 
will be completed on eight of these by the end of next wee. 
Hollywood ships on the average eight films every seven days. 

Despite the reorganization of management at several of 
the major studios since last summer, production schedules 
have been maintained for the past six months at a rate of 
delivery which at this time prompts a prediction that neariy 
every plant will fulfill its sales department’s commitments. 

Three companies, 20th Century-Fox, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
and RKO-Radio have not completed as high a proportion of 
the season’s requirements as the number finished at Para- 
mount and Warners. 

Officials at 20th-Foxr declare much time was lost early in 
the production season while Darryl Zanuck and staff were 
moving into the Westwood studio, but that the present sched- 
ule of producing, if continued for the next three months, will 
complete the season’s schedule. M-G-M has completed three 
of last season’s releases since the start of this season’s pro- 
duction schedule. These are ‘Whipsaw,’ ‘Rendezvous’ and 
‘Bohemian Girl (Roach), release of which has kept the flow 
of product at an even pace to the theatres. ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’? (Norma Shearer-Leslie Howard-John Barrymore) ‘is 
not listed among the pictures for 1935-36. Assurances are 
given by RKO-Radio studio, of which Sam Briskin recently 
became operating head, thut the rate of production will be 
increased soon, and RKO will make all, or nearly all, of the 
48 features it has sold for this season. 

Resume of the features now tn production follows. VARIETY 
next week will pick up additional pictures as they start in 
work. 





Columbia 





Has three working and eight preparing. 

Those working are: 

‘OPERA HAT’—Directed by Frank Capra from Clarence 
Buddington Kelland novel. Screen play, Robert Riskin. Cast: 
Gary Cooper, Jean Arthur, George Bancroft, Lionel Stander, 
Gennaro Curci, Si Jenks, Emma Dunn, Margaret Matzen- 
“wer, Jaméson Thomas, Edward Gargan, Charles Lane, 

mcer Charters, Mayo Methot, Adrian Rosely, George 

}; auncfort, Warren Hymer, Barnett Parker, Muriel Evans, 

— Gateson, Franklin Pangborn, Christian Rub, Sherry 
all. 

Story.-—-About a smal]! town poet and civic leader inherit- 
ing immense fortune and persuaded to go to New York. 
There he lives ‘life of recluse, but soon becomes prey of 
newspapers one of which details sob sister to trick him into 
giving interview. He becomes front page copy and is ridic- 
uled by the unemployed. Criticism forces him to respond to 
ideals he has preached and he winds up by distributing his 
wealth among mob and reconciles himself to return to the 
gmall home town with the sobbie who tricked him. 

‘DEVIL’S SQUADRON’—Directead by Erle Kenton from 
Richard Grace original. Screen play, Howard Green, Bruce 
Manning, Lionel Hauser. Supervisor, Robert North. Cast: 
Richard Dix, Karen Morley, Shirley Ross, Lloyd Nolan, 
Preston Hall, Gene Morgan, Henry Mollison, William Stell- 
ing, Gordon Jones, Gertrude Green, Pat West, Boyd Irwin, 
Cora Sue Collins. 

Story—Saga of the men who face death that others may 
be safe in flying. Centers around testing fields for new air- 

lanes. 
Sores with running series of aviation feats. 

‘MONEY MAD’—Directed by Dudley Murphy from ofrig- 
fina’ screen play by Lee Loeb and Harold Buchman. Super- 
visor, Irving Briskin. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Ann Sothern, 
Lloyd Nolan, Ian Keith, Irving Pichel, Thurston Hall, Clifford 
Jones, Eddie Kane, Maude Allen. ° 

Story—About young couple operating flourishing gambling 
club until birth of child when it becomes a conflict between 
man and wife as to the decency of the business they are in. 
Man yields and is tricked into phoney investment business, 
law closes in and he returns to gambling under protest of 


wife. Gangsters move in and by trickery wife saves him: 


from being killed. Both revert to the narrow path after 
exposing all tricks of the gambling profession. 


Metro 


Three in work, five editing, 10 preparing. 

Those in work are: 

‘WIFE VS. SECRETARY’—Directed by Clarence Brown. 
Novel by Faith Baldwin, adapted by Norman Krasna, John 
Lee Mahin and Alice Duer Miller. Produced by Hunt Strom- 
berg. Cast: Clark Gable, Jean Harlow, Myrna Loy, May 
Robson, Hobart Cavanaugh, Maurice Cass, Billy Newell, 
Margaret Irving and Claudell Kaye. Camera, Ray June. 

Story—Metropolitan background, concerning a young suc- 
cessful magazine publisher, his wife and his secretary and 
the complications which arise when mother-in-law tosses 
a jealousy bomb into the relationships of the three. Comes 
misunderstanding, separation, sacrifice and common sense 
from the secretary, and all ends happily. 

‘SMALL TOWN GIRL’—Directed by William Wellman. 
Based on novel by Ben Ames Williams, adapted by Edith 
Fitzgerald and John Lee Mahin. Produced by Hunt Strom- 
berg. Cast: Janet Gaynor, Robert Taylor, Lewis Stone, Bin- 
nie Barnes, James Stewart, Elizabeth Patterson, Frank 
Craven, Andy Devine and Isabel Jewell. Camera, Oliver 
Marsh. : 

Story—A small town girl and a big town man whose ad- 
ventures become involved in social intrigue. They marry 
and after kissless honeymoon she finds her husband has 
been engaged to a society debutante. After much difficulty 
this is cleared up and both take up where they left off fol- 
lowing the honeymoon. 

‘GARDEN MURDER CASE'—Directed by Edwin L. Marin. 
Adapted from mystery novel by S. S. Van Dine. Screen 
play by Bertram Milhauser. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Virginia 
Bruce, Nat Pendleton, Gene Lockhart, H. B. Warner, Frieda 
Inescort, Benita Hume, Henry B. Walthall, Jessie Ralph, 
Charles Trowbridge. Camera, Charles Clarke. 

Story—Another. Philo Vance murder mystery with race- 
track and country home background and a mixture of hyp- 
notism and ventriloquism. 











Paramount 





Six_in work, 10 editing, 13 preparing. 

Those in work are: 

‘THE MOON !S OUR HOME’—Directed by William Seiter 
from Faith Baldwin story. Screen play, Isabel Dawn and 
Boyce DeGaw. Camera, Joseph Valentine. Produced by 
Walter Wanger. Cast: Henry Fonda, Margaret Sullavan, 
Charles Butterworth, Beulah Bondi, Margaret Hamilton, 
Dorothy Stickney. 

Story—Comedy-drama centered around a temperamental 
screen star and an explorer-author. Situations bring out 
the idiosyncrasies of Hollywood life that those ouiside of it 
read about and believe. Background, of course, is Holly- 
wood and outlying resorts patronzied by screen celebs. 

‘PALM SPRINGS’—Directed by Aubrey Scotto from the 


Underlying the dare-deviltry is a romance inter-- 


Myles Connolly story, ‘Lady Smith.’ Screen play, Joseph 
Fields. Produced by Walter Wanger. Cast: Frances Lang- 
ford, Sir Guy Standing, Smith Baliew, Ernest Cossart, Spring 
Byington, David Niven, Sterling Holloway, David Worth. 


Story—Located in that resort, Palm Springs, Cal., which 
backgrounds a comedy .romance and some pathos. Plot 
concerns a gambler who sends his daughter to an eastern 
girl’s school to be reared. Girl yearns to see her father and 
sets out to find him, winding up in Palm Springs where he 
is finally located. She poses as a Lady Smith, which dis- 
plays a striking contrast to the life her father is leading as 
a catch-as-catch-can gambler. 

‘DESERT GOLD’—Directed by James Hogan from Zane 
Grey novel. Screen play, Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony. 
Cast: Buster Crabbe, Robert Cummings, Marsha Hunt, Tom 
Keene, Raymond Hatton, Monte Blue, Glenn Erikson, Wal- 
ter Miller Frank Mayo Phillip Morris, Si Jenks, Produced 
by William Lackey. 


Story—Centers around Superstition Mountains of Arizona 
where Indian tribe uncovers rich lode of gold. Their fight 
to hold it against renegade whites is the theme. 


13 HOURS BY AIR’—-Directed by Mitchell Leisen, from 
original story by Bogart Rogers and Frank Dazey. Screen 
play, Howard J. Green. Producer, E. Lloyd Sheldon. Cast: 
Fred MacMurray, Joan Bennett, Adrienne Marden, Dean 
Jagger, Bennie Bartlett, Brian Donlevy, Alan Baxter, ZaSu 
Pitts Ruth Donnelly, Mildred Stone, Fred Keating, Ed 
Shaefer. 


Story—About a trans-continental passenger plane pilot. 
With full complement of passengers aboard he discovers a 
vicious killer on board whose aim it is to keep plane from 
destination. Pilot’s efforts to protect his plane and pas- 
sengers builds to the climax. 


‘THE SKY PARADE’—Directed by Otto Lovering from 
screen play by Byron Morgan. Supervisor, Arthur Beck. 
Cast: Jimmy Allen, Robert Fiske, Billy Lee, Benny Bartlett, 
Kent Taylor, Katherine DeMille, Betty Jane Rhodes, Dean 
Jagger William Gargan, Grant Withers, Sid Saylor, May 
Wallace, Keith Daniels, Myra Marsh, Ed Dearing. 


Story—Based on the air adventures of Jimmie Allen, uni- 
versally publicized through newspapers and radio programs. 
Screen translation not limited to juvenile appeal. Depicts 
America’s place in commercial aviation, tracing from the 
‘wartime aces up to the present. 


‘| LOVED A SOLDIER’ (formerly ‘INVITATION TO 
HAPPINESS’)—Directed by Henry Hathaway. Cast: Mar- 
lene Dietrich, Charles Boyer, Akim Tamiroff, Walter Cat- 
ye Samuel 8S. Hinds, Victor Kilian, Ted Oliver and Nestor 

er. 


Story—Post-war romance centering around a Polish pris- 
oner of war. Taken from ‘Hotel Imperial,’ made by Pola 
Negri as a silent, but with many revisions. 


RKO-Radio 


Has two before cameras and six preparing. 
Those in work are: 


‘THOROUGHBREDS ALL’—Directed by Glenn Tryon 
from original by Earl Johnson. Screen play, Frank Howard 
Clark, Jerry Hutchison, Ferdinand Reyher. Produced by 
Robert Sisk. Cast: Moroni Olsen, Louise Latimer, John 


on Ray Mayer, Lightning, Clem Bevans Ethan Laid- 
ow. 


Story—About a colt and a dog raised together. Dog 
strays away and joins a pack of wolves while his pal joins 
a pack of wild horses. After they become fully matured 
they meet on the range and recognize each other. Dog saves 
the horse from wolves and they pass on to shift for them- 
selves. Interwoven in this animal episode is a human in- 
terest story of romance and adventure, 

‘FARMER IN THE DELL’—Directed by Ben Holmes from 
Phil Stong novel. Screen play, Sam Mintz’ and John Grey. 








. Producer, Robert Sisk. Cast: Fred Stone, Jean Parker, 


Esther Dale, Frank Albertson, Leonard Trainor, Rose Mc- 
Quoid, Alleen O’Malley, Lucille Ball, Moroni Olsen, Margaret 
Armstrong, Maxine Jennings, Spencer Charters. 


Story—Centers around Iowa farm family. Mother is am- 
bitious to have her daughter in pictures. Father is sent to 
Hollywood with her and while visiting the studio the old 
man is grabbed for character bit. They return with father 
afraid to admit he and not the daughter was picked for 
pictures. Old man later gets call back to studio with con- 
tract. While on location mother and daughter move to 
Hollywood and become involved with all Hollywood hangers- 
on until old man returns. Hangers-on finding family has 
nothing, leave them flat and the family returns to Jowa. 


Republic 


Two in work, none editing and nine preparing. 
Those in work are: 


‘THE LEATHERNECKS HAVE LANDED’—Directed by 
Howard Bretherton from original story by Wellyn Totman 
and James Gruen. Adapted by Seton I. Miller. Supervised 
by Ken Goldsmith. Cast: Lew Ayres, Isabel Jewell, Jimmy 
Ellison, Maynard Holmes, Ward Bond, J. Carroll Naish, 
Claude King and Joseph Sawyer. 

Story-—Concerns loyalty to the Marine Corps, interwoven 











with adventures of a Marine who gets kicked out of the 





service. He meets girl and becomes gun runner plying 
between China and Havana. 

‘RETURN OF JIMMY VALENTINE’—Directed by Lewis 
D. Collins from original by Paul Armstrong, Jr., Scott Dar- 
ling and Wallace Sullivan. Adapted by Jack Natteford and 
Olive Cooper. Supervised by Victor Zobel. Cast: Roger 
Pryor, Charlotte Henry, Robert. Warwick, J. Carroll Naish, 
Edgar Kennedy, Jeannie Roberts, James Burtis, Lane 
Chandler and Frank Melton. 

Story—Sequel to stage play. ‘Alias Jimmy Valentine,’ in- 
spired by the original playwright’s son, Paul Armstrong, Jr. 
Play first produced about 25 years ago, but has since been 
revived many times. Modern version depicts a hunt for 
the original Jimmy Valentine through the broadcasting of 
radio programs. He is found and a rapid series of mystery 
and comedy events follow. 


20th-Fox 


Six working, two editing and 10 preparing. 
Those now working are: 


‘A MESSAGE TO GARCIA’—Directed by George Marshall 
from the Elbert Hubbard essay. Book by Col. Andrew 
Rowan. Adaptation, W. P. Lipscomb. Screen play, Sam 
Hellman, Gladys Lehman, Gene Fowler. Associate producer, 
Raymond Griffith. Cast; Wallace Beery, John Boles, Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, William Stelling, Rita Cansino, Juan Tor- 
ena, Martin Carralaga, Alan Hale, Blanca Vischer, Mona 
Barrie, Herbert Mundin, Jose Luis Tortosa, Enrique Acosta, 
Juan Duval, Andre Cuijos, Si Jenks, George Irving, Dell 





* Henderson, Pat Flaherty. 


Story—Provoked by blowing up of the battleship Maine, 
America declares war on Spain. Desiring to bring it to 
early conclusion it becomes necessary to get a message to 
Garcia, head of the Cuban rebel army. Work of getting this 
message through furnishes structure for warfare, espion- 
age, romance’and drama. 

‘EVERYBODY’S OLD MAN’—Directed by James Flood 
from original by Patterson McNutt and A. E. Thomas. As- 
sociate producer, Bogart Rogers. Cast: Irvin S. Cobb, Ro- 
chelle Hudson, Donald Meek, Warren Hymer, Norman Fos- 
ter, Johnny Downs, Charles Coleman, Ann Moultry, Maurine 
Marseilles, Leonie Pray, Jacques Vanaire, Ramsey Hill, Max 
Barwyn, Walter Walker. 

Story—Comedy drama centering around elderly man in 
the canning business. He spends all his time meddling in 
the affairs of his competitor. Death takes competitor and 
the old man loses interest in business and goes to Europe. 
Younger element of both families fall in love and marry, 
while the old man is in Europe taking in the high spots. He 
returns and finds, through marriage, that both canning fac- 
tories have merged. 

‘THE COUNTRY DOCTOR’—Directed by Henry King- 
from original by Charles Blake and Sonya Levien. Screen 
play, Sonya Levien. Associate producer, Nunnally Johnson. 
Cast: Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Peterson, Lewis S. Stone, 
John Qualen, Tom Keneedy, June Lang, Slim Sumerville, 
Monte Vandegrift, Bill Conlin, Helen Jerome Eddy, George 
Chandler, Harry C. Bradley, Mary Carr, Pat- Flaherty, 
Jeanne Hart. 

Story—Centers around Dr. Dafoe and the Dionne quintup- 
lets, with babies appearing in the picture. Company spent 
two weeks in Canada filming the quints. Exploitation pos- 
sibilities on film obvious. 

‘UNDER TWO FLAGS’—Directed by Frank Lloyd from 
Ouida novel. Screen play, W. P. Lipscomb. Associate pro- 
ducer, Raymond Griffith. Cast: Ronald Colman, Victor Mc- 
laglen, Simone Simon, Rosalind Russell, Marc Lawrence, 
Louis Mercier, George Regas, Francis McDonald, Harry 
Worth, Gwendolyn Logan, Hors Von Morhart, George Davis, 
Cc. Henry Gordon, Lumsden Hare. 

Story—A British soldier deserts army to save brother from 
disgrace. He joins Foreign Legion and meets hoyden girl 
whom he falls in love with until titled English miss shows 
up. McLaglen, as the tough guy, steps in and takes Col- 
man’s place with first girl though Colman is still bound to 
her. The girl dies leaving Colman to marry the English 
lady. Simone Simon’s, French actress, first picture here. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT THE CIRCUS’—Directed by Harry 
Lachman from Ear] Derr Biggers novel. Screen play, Rob- 
ert Ellis and Helen Logan. Associate producer, John Stone. 
Cast has Warner Oland, June Lang, Keye Luke, Francis 
Ford, Wade Boteler. 

Story—This time Chan is localed in the cireus with the 
usual mystery element. 


United Artists 


Two in work; none editing and three preparing. 

Those in work are: 

‘LITTLE LORD FAUNTLEROY’—Produced by Selznick 
International Corp. Directed by John Cromwell; adapted 
by Hugh Walpole from the novel by Frances Hodson Bur- 
nett. Supervised by David O. Selznick. Cast: Freddie Bar- 
tholomew, Dolores Costello Barrymore, C. Aubrey Smith, 
Mickey Rooney, Henry Stephenson, Guy Kibbee, Constance 
Collier, E. E. Clive, Jessie Ralph, Ivan Simpson, Virginia 
Wield, Jackie Searl, Helen Flint, Walter Kingsford and Reg- 
inald Barlow. Camera, Charles Rosher. 

Story—Concerns the romantic adventures of a young 
Brooklyn boy who becomes heir to an English earldom. 
For four decades a standard and tniversally read novel, 
heretofore successfully adapted to the stage and screen 
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(Mary Pickford, 1921). Being given an extravagant pro- 


duction, P lif rd-Lasky 


‘ONE RAINY AFTERNOON’—Directed by- Roland V. Lee 
from an adaptation by Stephen M. Avery of a French orig- 
inal. Supervised by Jesse L. Lasky. Cast: Francis Lederer, 
Ida Lupino, E. E. Horton, Roland Young, Hugh Herbert, 
Joseph Cawthorne, Erik Rhodes, Georgia Caine. Camera, 
Merritt Gerstad. 

Story—Picture No. 1 of the newly organized combination 
firm of Mary Pickford and Jesse L. Lasky. First starring 
film on United Artists program for Francis Lederer. He 
plays young Parisian actor who becomes humorously in- 
volved in others’ love affairs. Distinctly a farce. 

e 
Universal 

Four in work, one editing and six preparing. 

Those in work are: 

‘SHOW BOAT’—Directed by James Whale from original 
Ziegfeld play by Oscar Hammerstein and Jerome Kern, who 
also wrote the screen play with lyrics and music. Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., is producing with John Mescall photograph- 
ing. Victor Baravelle, music conductor. Cast: Irene Dunne, 
Allan Jones, Charles Winninger, Paul Robeson, Helen Mor- 
gan, Helen Westley, Donald Cook, Francis X. Mahoney, 
Hattie McDaniels, Queenie Smith, Sammy White, Marillyn 
Knowlden. 

Story—Universally known as a novel stage play and for 
its music. Was made as a silent by Universal just as 
sound was coming in. Five musical numbers of the orig- 
inal play are being retained while three new ones have been 
added by the composers of the original score. Studio mount- 
ing the new version with elaborate settings. 

‘SUTTER’S GOLD’—Directed by James Cruze from novel 
of same name by Blaise Cendrars. Screen play by Jack 
Kirkland and Walter Woods. Adapted by Gene Fowler. 
Photographed by George Robinson and produced by Edmund 
Grainger. Cast: Edward Arnold, Lee Tracy, Binnie Barnes, 
Katherine Alexander, Nan Gray, William Janney, Montagu 
Love, Russell Hopten, Harry Stubbs, Pedro Regas, Frank 
Reicher, William Gould, Ed Brady, Russ Powell, Jose Rubio, 
Paul Satoff, John Miljan, Robert Warwick. Henry Hale, 
Maurice Cass, Priscilla Lawson, Clarence Wilson, Walter 
Long, Ray Brown, Harry Cording. Jim Thorpe, Mitchell 
Lewis, Gaston Glass, Bryant Washburn, C. Henry Gordon, 
Addison Richards, Antoinette Lees, John Bleifer, George 
Irving, Rita Rozelle, George Lloyd and William Ruhl. ~~ 

Story—Dramatizes the life of Johann Souter who is forced 
to leave his native. country of Switzerland and finds his 
way to New York. Here he has visions of creating an em- 
pire, starts west and lands in Califorhia where he sets o1't 
with band of people to set up a colony. They acquit 
grant of land along the Sacramento River and dis over gold. 
Entire story revolves around the historical incidents of early 
California, depicting the hardships, romance and strife of 
the period. 

‘LOVE BEFORE BREAKFAST’—Directed by Walter Lang 
from Faith Baldwin story. Screen play, Herbert Fields. 
Photographed by Teddy Tetzloff. Produced by Edmund 
Grainger. Cast: Carole Lombard, Preston Foster, Janet 
Beecher, Diana Gibson, Nan Gray, David Worth, Douglas 
Blockley, Ear] Eby, Priscilla Lawson, Adamae Vaughan, 
Nick de Ruiz, Red Christie. 

Story—Sophisticated comedy-drama of New York. Is cen- 
tered around whimsicalities of spoiled debutante who can’t 
make up her mind whom she ftoves. Brought to senses by 
persistent admirer whq kidnaps her from yacht for ulti- 
mate marriage. 

‘DON’T GET PERSONAL’—Directed by William Nigh 
from story by William Thiele and Edmund Hartmann. 
Screen play, George Waggoner, Clarénce Marks, Houston 
Branch. Camera, Norbert Brodine. Poducer, David Dia- 
mond. Music and lyrics. by Pinky Tomlin and Coy Poe. 
Cast: James Dunn, Sally Eilers, Pinky Tomlin, Charles Ju- 
dels, Miki Morita, Tom Dugan, Frank Austin, Torben Meyer, 
George Cleveland, Spencer Charters, Charles Coleman, Doris 
Lloyd, Alene Carroll. 

Story—The escapades of thrée modern youths who meet 
in New York’s Central Park. James Dunne and Pinky Tom- 
lin have just graduated from college and without funds 
start out in the world in a broken-down car. Land in New 
York penniless. Pinky plays the guitar to attract attention. 
With crowd around they auction themselves off to any one 
who will give them a job. Sally Eilers outbids everyone 
and the trio drives her home to London, Ohio, where their 
experiences en route afford comedy and romance. 


Warners 


Five in work, four editing, 37 preparing. 

Those in work are: 

‘ANTHONY ADVERSE’—Directed by Mervyn LeRoy from 
well known novel of same name by Hervey Allen. Screen 
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PRODUCTION TABLE 


Shows current standing of the various producing companies" 
production schedules for the 1935-36 season. 
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play, Sheridan Gibney. Camera, Tony Gaudio. Supervised 
by Henry Blanke, Cast: Fredric March, Olivia deHavil- 
land, Anita Louise, Claude Rains, Pedro de Cordoba, George 
E. Stone, Eily Malyon, Gale Sondergaard, Edmund Gwenn 
Billy Mauch, Henry O'Neill, Alma Lloyd, Marjorie Gateson, 
Walter Kingsford, Luis Alberni, Mathilda Comont, Joseph 
Crehan, Clara Blandick, Donald Woods, Rafaela Otiiano, 
Ralph Morgan, Paul Sotoff, Addison Richards, Steffi Duna, 
Rollo Lloyd, Leonard Mudie, Fritz Leiber, Wm. Ricciardi, 
J. Carroll Naish, Frank Reicher, Akim Tamiroff, Boris Nich- 
olai, Scotty Beckett. 

Story—Popularity of book needs no further explanation. 
Warners is giving this one lavish screen translation. Ad- 
verse’s escapades shift from Europe to the slave trade of 
Africa and to early New Orleans. 

‘GREEN PASTURES’—Directed by Marc Connelly, also 
author of play taken:from Roark Bradford’s story of same 
name. Screen play also by Connelly. Henry Blanke super- 
visor. Cast, all Negro and includes Hall-Johnson choir. 

Story—Taken from the Biblical play which played 18 con- 
secutive months on Bzoadway and won the Pulitzer prize. 
Really a Negro spiritual enacted by major portion of the 
original New York cast, abetted by the best available Negro 
talent to be found on the Coast. 

‘THE SINGING KID’—Directed by William Keighley from 
original story by Robert Lord. Screen play, Warren Duff 
and Patsy Flick. Supervised by Robert Lord. Photography 
George Barnes. Production numbers, Bobby Connolly. Music, 
rE. Y. Harburg and Harold Arlen. Cast: Al Jolson, E. E. 





Horton, Allen Jenkins, Beverly Roberts, Lyle Talbot, Jack 
Durant, Frank Mitchell, Joseph King, Wm. Davidson, Jo- 
seph Crehan, Edward Keane, Claire Dodd, Sybil Jason, Kay 
Hughes, Tom Manning, John Hale, Yacht Club Boys and 
Cab Calloway orchestra, 

Story—Human interest drama. Entire production mounted 
before lavishly staged settings and music. Plot concerns 
Broadway butterfly involved in financial troubles of her 
family. Jolson, in love with her, makes many .sacrifices to 
appease her family’s demands and needs, Story has the- 
atrical atmosphere necessary to settings, songs and chorus 
numbers. 

‘HEARTS DIVIDED’—Directed by Frank Borzage from 
Rita Johnson play. Screen play, Laird Doyle and Casey 
Robinson. Cast: Marion Davies, Dick Powell, Charles Rug- 
gles, E. E. Horton, Arthur Treacher, Henry Stevenson, Wal- 
ter Kingsford, Clara Blandick, Ettienne Girardot. 

Story—Costume romance in early American period. Rom- 
ance between Bettsy Patterson, Baltimore belle, and Jerome 
Bonaparte, younger brother of Napoleon. Piayed by Marion 
Davies and Dick Powell. Big production with scngs by Harry 
Warren and Al Dubin and historical characters. 

‘MURDER BY AN ARISTOCRAT’—Directed by Frank 
McDonald from novel by Mignon G. Eberhart. Screen play, 
Roy Chanslor and Luci Ward. Cast: Marguerite Churchill, 
Lyle Talbot, Claire Dodd, Addison Richards, Mary Treen, 
Florence Sair, Joseph Crehan, Gordon Elliott. 

Story—Detective mystery penned by author of ‘The White 
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scripting ‘Murder in Sing Sing,’ 
WEB. 


George Huston, ‘The Show Goes 
On,’ Lesser. 


Lucien Littlefield, ‘The Moon Is 


Pathe Cameramen’s Tilt 


With the new year, Pathe has 


TARZAN TO TURN OUT 
18 PIX, 2 SERIALS 














Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Margaret Fielding, ‘The Moon is 
Our Home,’ Wanger. 


Pat West, ‘Poor Sister,’ Col. 

Harry Jans, Ray Mayer, Tony 
Martin, Edward Burns, ‘Farmer in 
the Dell,’ Radio. 

Georgia Caine, ‘One Rainy After- 
noon,’ Pic-Lasky. 

Eric Hatch, scripting ‘As Thou- 
sands Cheer,’ Metro. 

Harry Sauber, scripting, ‘Four- 
teenth Street,’ 20th-Fo 

George Ernst, ‘Too Many Parents,’ 
Par. 

Eric Wilton, crime short, Metro. 

Chie Chandler, ‘Let’s Pretend 
We're Sweethearts, Rowland- 
Warren. 

John Kelly, Mary Doran, ‘Bridge 
of Sighs,’ Chesterfield. 

G. Pat Collins, ‘It Had to Happen,’ 
20th-Fox. 


George Regas, Albert Petit, 
Gwendlen Logan, Jack Adair, 
Thomas’ Beck, Lumsden Hare, 


‘Under Two Flags,’ 20th-Fox. 

Shirley Deane, Wade Boteler, 
Drue Layton, J. Carrol Naish, 
‘Charlie Chan at the Circus,’ 20th- 
Fox. 

Betty Jean Hainey, ‘Matron’s Re- 
ports,’ 20th-Fox. 

Adrienne Rosley, ‘Small 
Girl.’ Metro. ; 

Virginia Brissac, Marguerite 
Churchill, ‘Murdered By An Aristo- 
crat,’ WB. 

George Reed, Eddie Anderson, 
John Larken, ‘Green Pastures,’ WB. 
. KE. E. Clive, Jean Rouverol, Grace 
Goodall, ‘Palm Springs,’ Wanger. 
wu Blandick, ‘Hearts Divided,’ 


Town 





Griffin Jay, screen play, ‘Counter- 
feit Girl,’ Col. 

Lucien Prival, Hal Cooke, ‘Sky 
Parade,’ Par. 


Elsa Newell, ‘Headliners,’ short, 
Radio. 

Sherry Hall, Monte Vandergrift, 
Jack Hatfield, Russell Hicks, ‘Opera 
Hat,’ Col. 

Lee Phelps, 
Waneer. 

Monte Vandergrift, John Graham 
Spacey, ‘The Moon Is Our Home,’ 
Wanger. 

Arthur Lake, Alice Moore, ‘Small 
Town Girl,’ Metro. 

J. Edward Bromberg, ‘Under Two 
Flags,’ 20th-Fox. 

Walter Pidgeon; Horace McCoy 
scripting, ‘Brazen,’ Wanger. 

Claire Dodd, ‘Murdered by an 
Aristocrat,’ WB. 

Spencer Charters, ‘The 
Goes On,’ Lesser. 

Hugh Cummings directing dialog, 
‘The Earthworm Turns,’ WB. 

Harry C. Bradley, ‘The Country 
Doctor,’ 20th-Fox. 

Walter Byron, Oscar Apfel, Paul 
Fix, Selmar Jackson, ‘Bridge of 
Sighs,’ Chesterfieid. 

Hal K. Dawson, ‘Everybody's Old 
Man, 20th-Fox. 

Thomas Pogue, ‘The Farmer in 
the Dell,’ Radio. 

Donald Haines, ‘Little Lord 
Fauntleroy,’ Selznick-Int. 

Barry Barringer, scripting un- 
titled Ken Maynard, Conn. 

Frankie Darro, ‘Born to Fight,’ 
Conn. 

Edgar Kennedy, 
tirl,” Metro. 

Robert Andrews, Joe Hoffman, 


‘Palm Springs,’ 


Show 


‘Small Town 





Our Home,’ Wanger. 


Ralph Morgan, ‘Matron’s Re- 
port,’ 20th-Fox. 


Garret Fort, screen play, ‘Drac- 
ula’s Daughter,’ U. ; 


James Burtis, ‘Desert Goid,’ Par. 


Eddie Dunn, ‘Sky Parade,’ Par. 

Buster Phelps, ‘Too Many Par- 
ents,’ Par. 

Sada Cowan, scripting ‘A Son 
Comes Home,’ Par. 

Joan Blondell, Winifred Shaw, 
Beverly Roberts, ‘Sons O’ Guns,’ 
WB. 

Joseph Crehan, Gordon Elliott, 
‘The Gentleman from Big Bend,’ 
WB. 

Oscar Polk, ‘The Green Pastures,’ 
‘Hearts Divided,’ WB. 

Grace Stafford, ‘Main Street,’ 
‘Anthony Adverse,’ WB.. 

Pat Flaherty, ‘Don’t Get Personal,’ 


Errol €lynn, ‘Charge of the Light 
Brigade,’ WB, 

Sam Wood, ‘Tish,’ 
Metro. 

Walter C. Kelly, ‘Laughing Irish 
Eyes,’ Reliance, 

Claire Dubray, Rita Owen, Jack 
Hatfield, Bill Wayne, ‘Small Town 
Girl,’ Metro. 

Harry Geise, 
Case,’ Radio. 

Willis Goldbeck, scripting‘ Crashin’ 
Through,’ U. 

Dorothy Tree, Jack LaRue, Mary 

Robert Kent given contract and 
lead in ‘The Country Beyond’ at 
20th-Fox. 

Ann Loring, N. Y. contest winner, 
handed termer at Metro. Set in ‘it 
Can't Happen Here.’ 


(Continued on page 59) 


directing 


‘Garden Murder 





given salary increases to all its 
camermen, up to $115 a week, which 
is $25 above scale of the camera- 
mens’ union, Local 644, New York. 
All along Pathe has been paying its 
men up to $15 above the scale. 

The salary rise makes the Pathe 
newspicture takers the highest paid 
among the five reels in the business. 





Philly Variety Club’s Fete 
Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 

Annual banquet of Tent 13, Va- 
riety Clubs of America, Sunday 
(12) night drew George Jessel as 
mc. and guests that included Al 
Schacht, Andrew Emanual, Ted 
Schlanger, Jack Cohn, Mark Hellin- 
ger, James P, Clark, Harry Kalod- 
ner, John H. Harris, John B. Kelly, 
Charles C, Pettijohn, Mayor S. 
Davis Wilson, Frank J. Harris, 
Gabriel Hess, Earle W. Sweigert, 
Louis Nizer, Harry Hershfield, 
Jules Levy, Herbert J. Yates, Jay 
Emanuel, Bob Hall and Jimmy Wil- 
son. 

Mayor Wilson, only a few weeks 
in office, pledged his administration 
for liberalization of local Sunday 
laws, expressing hope it would soon 
not be necessary for visitors to go 
out of town for amusement over 
weekends. Governor Earle, sched- 
uled to attend, was unable to do so 


when his plane was forced down en 
route. 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Burroughs-Tarzan Pictures, Inc., 
plans to turn out 18 features and 
two serials for the indie market-this 
year. 


Outfit recently complete Tarzan 
serial in Guatemala for the state 
right market. Films will be dis- 
tributed through state franchise 
holders, 


Ben S. Cohen, formerly with the 
old Selznick company, is head of 
the concern in charge of sales; Ash- 
ton Dearholt is v.p. in charge of pro- 
duction, with George Stout treas- 
urer, Edgar Rice Burroughs is story 
consultant. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Republic has sealed Donald Cook 
‘to one year pact calling for four 
pictures, 

Radio picked up option on Moronli 
Olsen. 

Del Cambre had his option lifted 
at Universal. Actor now in Alaska 
working in sulo-cast flicker, 

Edith Fitzgerald drew writing 
ticket at Paramount after five year 
stretch at Metro. 

Ann Shirley pacted at Radio after 
washing up in ‘Chatterbox.’ 

Sir Guy Standing given term op- 
tion lift at Paramount. Currently 
in Wanger's ‘Palm Springs.’ 

Paramount handed termers to 





Porter Hall. actor, and Arthur 
Jacobson, director,, - 
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Wednesday, January 15, 1936 


f ‘David Coppertield'! .. 





“1 TAKE MY FIGHTS WHERE 
1 FIND "EMI...1 CAN LICK 
THE COCK-EYED WORLD!” 


They'll laugh at his bocsting...thrill 
to his deeds when he comes through 
for a lad who believes in him! 
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‘The Sensation of “The Informer’! 
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The Director of “China Seas’! 


Together they give you their greatest 
| in this rugged and uproarious adven- 
ture by Damon Runyon... top-notch 
author of screendom’s record hits. 


Viclop ‘nivaniveimporen neverioa” Ppgelffe 
McLAGLEN - BARTHOLOMEW 

















& « GLORIA STUART + Constance Collier 
Michael Whalen + C. Henry Gordon 
a DARRYL F. ZANUCK 20th Century Production 


Presented by Joseph M. Schenck 
Associate Producer: Raymond Griffith 


Directed by Tay Garnett. Screen play by Gene Fowler and Howard Ellis Smith. Song “Joan 
of Arkansas” by John W. Green and Edward Heyman. Based on a story by Damon Runyon 
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SYLVIA SCARLETT. 


Radio release of Pandro S. Berman pro- 
@uction. Stars Katharine Hepburn. ea- 
tures Cary Grant, Brian Aherne, Edmund 
Gwenn. Directed by George Cukor. Comp- 
ton MacKenzie novel adapted by Gladys 
Unger, John Collier, and Mortimer Offner; 
came..., Joseph August; sound, George D. 
Ellis; editor, Jane Loring. .At Radio City 
Music Hall week Jan. 9, 1936. Running 
time, #0 mins. 

Sylvia Scarlett.........Katharine Hepburn 
Jimmy Monkiley..........s0055- Cary Grant 
Michael Fane..... eecesoceséc Brian Aherne 





Henry Swartett......c..0.. Edmund Gwenn 
cj 92 hea o86ssecsecs Natalie Paley 
WREST. ov cecicecceeqcess Dennie Moore 





Despite good production values 
and some. strong performances, 
‘Sylvia Scarlett’ is not a reliable 
candidate for public favor. The story 
is hard to get. It is puzzling in its 
tangents and sudden jumps plus the 
almost poetic lines that are given to 
Miss Hepburn, At moments the film 
skirts the border of absurdity and 
considerable of its mid-section is 
downright boresome. 

As an acting opportunity for the 
star the name part is varied and 
colorful although frequently at the 
expense of credulity. Mistake seems 
to have been in not sticking to a 
broad vein of comedy. In the seri- 
ous passages, notably the half-crazy 
jealousy of the father (Edmund 
Gwenn) for his young and helter- 
skelter wife (Dennie Moore) there 
is little preparation in the audi- 
ence’s mind for anything se serious 
as a suicide. 

Perhaps it is not valid to ask 
whether anybody would really fail 
to suspect the true sex of such a 
boy as Miss Hepburn looks and acts. 
But while carrying this off well 
enough she shines brightest and is 
most likeable in the transition into 
womanhood inspired by her meeting 
with an artist (Brian Aherne). 

Cary Grant, doing a petty English 
crook with a Soho accent, practical- 
ly steals the picture. This is espe- 
cially true in the earlier sequences. 
A scene in an English mansion to 
which Miss Hepburn, Grant and 
Gwenn have gone for purposes of 
robbery is dominated by Grant. 
Throughout this interlude Miss 
Hepburn is in the background and 
pretty silly pouring herse!f glass 
after glass of champagne while toss- 
ing off free yerse about the bubbles 
being pearls that should be returned 
to the sea. In other sequences Grant 
also atands out. Aherne enters late 
and never overcomes the handicap. 

Picture also offers Edmund 
Gwenn, English legit, and Natalie 
Paley, from Russia and a bona fide 
princess, and Dennie Moore, sou- 
brette from Broadway. Gwenn will 
be very useful to casting directors 
in Hollywood. He brings plenty of 
experience and versatility. It may 
not be so easy for the princess. Her 
English isn’t too good and neither is 
her acting here. Miss Moore will 
be typed for goofy dames and shows 
promise. 

Half-whimsical, almost allegoricz.], 
and with the last half having a. 
dream-worldish element that’s hard 
to define, and equally hard to un- 
derstand, ‘Sylvia Scarlett’ will en-. 
counter a cross-drift of indifference 
to some of its basic plot situations. 
Transition of a group of petty 
crooks into a troupe of vagabond 
actors traveling in a two motor 
coach caravan is esnecially harsh 
upon the credibility of the rer 

nd. 


ROSE OF RANCHO 


(MUSICAL) 


Paramount release of William LeBaron 
production. Features John Boles, Gladys 
Swarthout. Directed by Marion Gering. 
From play by Richard Walton Tully and 
David Belasco; screen play, Frank Partos, 
Chas. Brackett, Arthur Sheekman, Nat 
Perrin; adaptation, Harlan Thompson, 
Brian Hooker. Songs, Ralph Rainger, Leo 
Robin; photography, Leo Tover; film editor, 
Hugh Benne.t. At Paramount, N. Y., week 
Jan 7. '36. Running time, 85 mins. 





Jim Kearney " ocepaths6sdhuadeuess John Boles 
Rosita Castro! _...., wens y warthout 
Den Cartes $ Gladys Swa u 
Joe Kincaid......... +esee-Charles Bickford 
Pancho Sp'tegelgass.......... Willie Howard 
Phineas P. Jones........++.- Herb Williams 
WPMD sé Peice ccacccccccoesees Grace Bradley 
Don Pascual Castro........-- H. B. Warner 
Dona Petrona.......... Charlotte Granville 
pF PCT TTT Ter ee Don Alvarado 
Jonathon Hill......2e...eeee Minor Watson 
Guadalune....... TTY TTT Te Louise Carter 
Gomez (Curtez)..........-Pedro de Cordoba 
Boss Martin....... BS6s0s40008 Paul Harvev 
Sheriff James.........+.- Arthur Aylesworth 
Db icccaeecceacKessegeds Russel Hopton 





‘Rose of the Rancho’ is a fan- 
dango mustang meller. As such it’s 
an inauspicious debut vehicle for 
Gladys Swarthout, another girl in 
the cycle of s.a. canaries from the 
Met opera who augurs promisingly 
for future celluloid values. It’s to 
the credit of the featured pair— 
John Boles and Miss Swarthout— 
and a competent supporting cast, 
along with certain of the screen 
artificers that ‘Rancho’ shapes up 
like anything at all. 

As a b.o. entry this will have 
tough wicketing. Judicious mer- 
chandizing and whatever marquee 
values there exist in Boles, Miss 
Swarthout’s operatic following, 
Charles Bickford, Willie Howard 
and Herb William (who do yeoman 


work with the comedy chore) will 


chiefly account for the pul'. 


In this tango version of a bronc 
there's also a schism in 
audience sympathies which defeats 
white 
land-grabbers of the 
period who jumped the claims of the 
pioneering Spanish grandees, creates 
History having 


opera, 


the general effect. The 


(American) 


@ mixed reaction. 


FREM- REVIEWS 


written the evolution of California 
into a 100% American possession 
now devoid of anything but faintly 
romantic Spanish auspices, the 
average film fan may find it difficult 
to be captured by the illusions of 
the premise. But, basically, it’s 
cowboys and Indians under a differ- 
ent label. : 

Miss Swarthout, a personality 
songstress who knows how to hit her 
high registers, is dually cast as a 
high-caste senorita and as ‘Don 
Carlos, leader of the Spanish 
vigilantes who take the law into 
their own hands to combat the 
marauding land-grabbers. Boles is 
the 1852 version of a G-man, sent 
on from Washington to o.o. the 
situation. Bickford is a vaguely 
sympathetic heavy. 

Willie Howard, as Pancho Spiegel- 
glass, ‘makes his broad comedy a 
hokum, dialectic walk-through, and 
the venerable Herb Williams, who 
also knows his comedy, gets some- 
thing from a faltering role of an 
insurance agent in a community 
where a policy is issued and on the 
same day the insuree’s beneficiaries 
collect, : 

A battery of scenarists and adap- 
tors are concerned in the author- 
ship pie. Benny Baker, among the 
scheduled cast, wound up 100% on 
the cutting room floor and one of 
the better tunes in an excellent 
Rainger-Rovin score, “Thunder Over 
Paradise,’ likewise, seemingly, has 
been sacrificed at the altar of the 
celluloid shears. The title song along 
with ‘If I Should Lose You’ (the 
romantic thematic), ‘Where is My 
Love,’ ‘Got A Gal in Californ-I-A’ 
(Willie Howard) and some inci- 
dental stuff constitute an excellent 
musical setting. 

But despite the incidental high- 
lights, and some occasional flashes 
of the unusual, the structure is too 
much against ‘Rancho.’ 

Par made ‘Rancho,’ from the old 
Tully-Belasco stage success, as a 
silent in 1914. In 1935 it’s pretty 
out-moded plot stuff. Abel, 


The Ghost Goes West 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London Film production for United Ar- 
tiste release; Alexander Korda. producer. 
Stars Robert Donat, features Jean Parker, 
Euget.e Pallette. Directed by Rene Clair. 
Screenplay. Robert E. Sherwood; from 
atory by Eric Keown, At: Rivoli, N. Y., 


Jan. 10, '36. Running time 85 mins. 

Murdoch Glourie............ »Robert Donat 
Donald Glourie......... ovenes Robert Donat 
Mr. Martin........ Vedsooeds Eugene Pallette 
Pegay Martin... ...cccocscssccs Jean Parker 
Mire. Dlartia.s .ccvecccccccssee Everly Gregg 
Lady Shepperton.......... Elsa Lanchester 
The MacLaggan.....ceeeieeeees Hay Petrie 
Old Glourie......ccceeeceees Morton Selten 
Mre. MacNiff...ccccscceses .--Elliot Magon 
Shepherdess........-eeee-:. Patricia Hilliard 


Jack Lambert 
Colin Leslie 
Richard Mackie 
J. Neil More 
Neil Lester 

f Herbert Lomas 
Creditors....ssesecess Quentin MePherson 


Sons of MacLaggan...... 


Arthur Seaton 
David Keir 





This is the first film in the Eng- 
lish language directed by Rene 
Clair, ace French director. It shows 
that Clair still has full rein on his 
sense of humor; that he is still one 
of the screen’s best from an ar- 
tistic and intelligent standpoint. It 
should get rave reviews from critics 
and it should do splendid _business 
in key spots in the U.S. and almost 
generally abroad. But it will prob- 
ably do not so well in the minor 
spots. 

It is probably unfair to tone down 
raves for the film, because as screen 
art it is undoubtedly a_ splendid 
piece of work. The great trouble 
with it for the American market is 
not that it pokes fun at Americans 
(and it does): because Americans 
can take it; thev’ve shown that in 
the past. Trouble simply. is that it’s 
satire of a very high calibre and 
the great masses of American cin- 
ema patrons will find it miles over 
their heads. They’ll laugh at some 
of the seqrences—they can't help 
that—but it is not American type 
comedy; it isi’t slapstick; it isn’t 
hokum. And there lies the rub. 

A curious, and quick reaction to 
the film has nothing to do with the 
film itself. It is the realization that, 
without being in the slightest pro 
patrie about it, the American peo- 
ple as a whole are amazingly good 
natured about themselves. Had 
Americans made this film, for in- 
stance, about the British, or the 
Scotch, or the French, or any other 
nation, the screams would have 
risen to the s.xies. But there will 
be no objection to this film. Those 
Americans who understand it will 
love it—the others will probably 
merely shrug their shoulders. 

Story that Clair screens this time 
is a bit different from his past 
(French) efforts. It has to do with 
an American who indulges in that 
curious pastime of buying himself 
a Europeon castle. He picks up a 
Scottish manse which has only one 
fault: it is ancient, it is famous, it 
has background. it has color—but 
it also has a ghost. Nevertheless. 
the American buys the castle and 
imports it to America stone by 
stone. ghost and all. In Florida he 
sets it up again, his daughter, by 
way of romance, falling for the 
nenniless heir of the castle and 
shost. 

There are some hilarious. se- 
quences in the latter part of film 
as the ghost comes to America. It 
is a well publicized ghos of course, 
and there is a street pr cession on 
arrival. with ticker tape streaming, 
ote., which is real fun. 








Miniature Reviews - 


‘Sylvia Scarlett? (RKO) 
Katharine Hepburn in a story 
that’s hard to believe. Dubious 
entertainment for the public. 

‘Rose of the Rancho’ (Par).. 
Gladys Swarthout’s film debut, 
co-featured with John Boles, 
Inept, fandango mustang mel- 
ler. 

‘Ghost Goes West’ (UA). 
Rene Clair’s first film in Eng- 
lish. A-1 artistically and fine 
business likely in the keys, but 
not for the tanks, 

‘Riff Raff’ (Metro). Jean 
Harlow, Spencer [racy and 
Harlow’s new hair, with a good 
title and a picture that should 
mean box office. 

‘Invisible Ray’ (U). Karloff- 
Lugosi chiller built around a 
novel idea. Fairly entertaining. 

‘Wolves of the Underworld’ 
(British made). Slow and un- 
interesting for the most part. 
Cast practically unknown. . 

‘The Crime of Dr. Crespi’ 
(Republic). Eric von Stro- 
heim in an overstressed horror 
picture that fails to impress. 

‘Morals of Marcus’ (GB). 
Passable entertainment for 
smaller first runs and double 
feature houses. Stars Lupe 
Velez. 

‘Last of the Pagans’ (MG). 
Life among South Sea natives. 
Story of more than usual in- 
terest. Looks a dualer, 

‘Toll of the Desert’ (Com.). 
Weak western. 














the story with Clair from a London 
Punch piece, has injected a number 
of hilarious sequences, apa some 
splendid dialog. Robert Donat as 
the young heir and doubling as’ the 
ghost; Jean Parker as thc girl; 
Eugene Pallette as the father, drain 
every possible bit of good out of 
their roles. 
Photography is splendid and the 
production generally A-1. Both in 
the Scottish and American jse- 
quences, careful attention to detail 
productionally will be noted. 
But it is not American in pace, 
tke film’s only real fault estheti- 
cally. And it is too ironic, too slight 
in story texture, and too highbrow 
in innuendo, for mass consumption. 
Donat’s name will help the film. 

' Kauf. 


RIFF-RAFF 


Me.ro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of a David 
Lewis production. Stars Jean Harlow, 
Spencer. Tracy: features Una Merkel, Joseph 
Calleia. Director, J. Walter Ruben. Story, 
Frances Marion; adaptation, H. W. Hane- 
mann, Aniia Loos, neces Marion; film 
editor, Frank Sullivan; camera, Ray June. 
At Capitol, N. Y., week Jan. 10, '86, Run- 
ning time, 85 mins, 


Hattie... ...esesesccceccecess-Jean Harlow 
Dutch. ..... ce essccccececee Spencer Tracy 
LAL... cee cccccccccccvecccccsss+-Una Merkel 
Nick. ...cccccecccccesessess- Joseph - Calleia 
‘Flytrap’ .....secesecceeecesss Victor Kilian 
JIMMY... eecereceeessess+Mickey Rooney 
“Brains’....e+seseee+-0. Farrell MacDonald 
"PONS cecccccrcccccccccccccs coker Imhof 
ROSIC....cccessecccceceees Juanita Quigley 
BQICHOT oc co ccccccccssescoseseecas Paul Hurst 
LOW... cescccrcccesscccsesss. vince Barnett 
Gertie... ..e.+eeseseeeee+sDorothy Appleby 
MADE]... eeeeseceeseceees eevee Judith Wood 


eeeecoesecceeccescsArthur Housman 
Tt. ceccccecccccccsesesesss wade Roteler 
....J0e Phillips 






Pete cecrecccccccccceess William Newell 
BOG. cccecccccevegeveveccecssscct Al Hill 
Sadie........ ecccccccccceess.s-Helen Flint 
Mrs. McCall...... eeeee- Lillian Harmer 
“EMERY ots eecewe cvesscodvecciccnas Bob Perry 
Markis..... -..-George Givo 
Maizie........seeeeeeeess++Helene Costello 
Matron...... esecccccccses-Rafaelo Ottiano 





Jean Harlow, with a new wig for 
extra ballyhoo, and an extremely 
| expressive two-syllable title make a 
juicy combination in this instance. 
It ain’t art; but it’s box office. 

Frances Marion and Anita Loos 
are a couple of gals who know their 
heart tugs, and with the masculine 
help of H. W. Hanemann they have 


supplied an excellent cast with 
plenty of working territory: Spencer 
Tracy has the real meaty part in 
the picture, but Miss Harlow isn’t 
exactly snowed under, because the 
camera makes up for whatever the 
script lacked where she is concerned. 
Miss Harlow has the rare op- 
portunity. to be pure and hot at the 
same time. 

Tracy's character falls just this 
side of being a psychopathic case. 
He’s a conceited tuna fisherman 
(what has a tuna fisherman got to 
be conceited. about?) with the ability 
to lead his fellow workers. He be- 
comes the president of the union, 
but inexperience and a thick head 
based on supreme self-admiration 
bring about his dewnfall. 

It is the misfortune of Miss Har- 
low as a beauteous wage slave ina 
tuna cannery -to fall in love with 
this guy, marry him, become the 
mother of his child and, as the final 
sacrifice, go to jail for him. 

Meanwhile the villain pursues her, 
but this time somebody around the 
conference table showed an excep- 
tional sense of humor, and the vil- 
lainy of Joseph Calleia is more like- 





Robert Sherw od, in working up 


able than not. As a Greek dialec- 
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ticlan. Calleia obtains @ generous 
share of laughs, and it’s this factor 
that relieves the otherwise intense 
melodrama and saves the picture. 
Calleia is nee Spurin-Calleia, from 
Broadway legit. 

Calleia and several others provide 
the starring pair with some extraor- 
dinary support. Equally excellent 
in their assignments are Una 
Merkel, Mickey Rooney, J. Farrell 
MacDonald,- Roger Imhof, Vince 
Barnett and others, particularly 
Miss Merkel, who very nearly makes 
off with the works on several oc- 
casions. George Givot has two 
spots in double-Greek with Calleia 
and looks like a _ possibility for 
straight assignments while getting 
results with his dialect. Joe Phillips 
plays an invisible man. 

It’s all on the waterfront and 
handsomely presented. Scenically 
the picture is reminiscent of ‘Min 
and Bill.’ . Dialog vigorous and 
cleverly written, 

Miss Harlow has a new shade of 
hair, but otherwise it’s the same 
Harlow, so the constitution is quite 
safe. The new hue photographs as a 
light brown. But due to that figure 


_a lot of the boys may not notice the 


change. After all, the picture only 
runs 85 minutes. Bige. 


The Invisible Ray 


Universal release of Edmund Grainger 
production. Stars Boris Karloff and Bela 
Lugosi, features Frances Drake, rank 
Lawton, Walter Kingsford and Beulah 
Bondi. Directed by Lambert Hillyer. 
Story, Howard Higgin and Douglas Hodges; 
adaptation, John Calton; photography, 
George Robinson and John P. Fulton. At 
Roxy, N. Y., week Jan. 10, '36. Run- 
ning time, 82 mins. 

Dr. Janos Rukh 





Ronald Drake........ Se decd» Frank Lawton 
Sir Frances Stevens...... Walter Kingsford 
Lady Arabella Stevens....... Beulah Bondi 
Mother Rukh... Violet Kemble Cooper 
ERIS os dees dia Westman 
Headman ..... anell Haines 





eereeseeses 





‘The Invisible Ray’ is another in 
Universal's cycle of horror pictures. 
It isn’t blood-curdling to the point 
achieved in some Hollywoodian ef- 
farts but it is different and fairly 
entertaining. An easy number to 
sell, ‘Ray’ should do pretty good 
business. For box office value it has 
both Bovis Karloff and Bela Lugosi, 
names which goosepimple addicts 
immediately associate with spine 
chillers. 

Backgrounded familiarly and pho- 
tographed for eerie effect, the story 
doesn’t make quite the effort to chill 
that ‘Invisible Man’ and the ‘Frank- 
enstein’ series Lave. It goes along 
for quite a distance with its men- 
ace suggested, but not with any 
definite signs hat it will arrive. 

Scenes in Africa are a bit absurd 
but the radium idea and the power 
it generates makes a grand excuse 
for horror stuff. On the expedition 
into Africa are three scientists and 
the wives of two, ‘lus a young chap 
who seems to be along largely to see 
what it’s all about and to make eyes 
at Karloff’s pretty wife. The latter, 
mistaking her husband's plight with 
radium poisoning for cooling affec- 
tion toward her, she goes back to 
Europe with the boy. The other sci- 
entists go back, too, and capitalize 
on the radium discovery until Kar- 
loff, his mind now making him a 
madman, starts to radium them out 
of existence. All go except the boy 
and girl who shoulder the romantic 
interest, Frances Drake and Frank 
Lawton. Neither make much of an 
impression. Karloff himself is eaten 
up by the radium for a stark finish. 
He and Lugosi stand away out in an 
otherwise average cast. Violet 
Kemble Cooper as Karloff’s mother, 
is over-theatrical. 

Photographic job on ‘Ray’ is to 
the credit of the two men who 
headed the camera crew, George 
Robinson and John P. Fulton. 

- Char. 





Wolves of the Underworld 


(BRITISH MADE) 

Regal release of Julius Hagen production. 
Starring Godfrey Tearle. Director, George 
A. Cooper. Based on play by Arthur Rugby 
and R. H. Douglas. At the Chaloner, 
N. Y., as half of double feature program. 
one day, Jan, 10, '36, Running time, 56 


mins. 

Richard Sabine............. Godfrey Tearle 
SOR. FIGTAIIG so cc ccccccsevceten Isla Bevan 
Dr. Orton Munroe...... Russell Thorndike 
oo arr Pree Michael Hogan 
SOM, THOEIR.. occ vocsececes Kynaston Reeve 
an A Se ere Roland Culner 
Superintendent Sabine........ John Tumbull! 





Not much of a cast and not much 
of a picture. This British-made film 
offers only slight appeal for the 
States. Old-timers, perhaps, could 
recall haltingly the name of Godfrey 
Tearle and he looks oldish in his 
role of herd-lover. Ags for the rest 
of the cast, none is so well known 
as an understudy over here. 

Tearle enters story an unknown 
and exits from the picture as a 
successful lawyer-detective. A 
blonde with sighing hips drafts him 
to solve her household mysteries. 
Seems her tncle is a murderer and 
additionally harbors an_ escaped 
convict. Tearle solves everything by 
thinking. 

Whole thing is unreeled very 
literally. The black backgrounds 
throughout the picture only dull 
reception. There isn’t the slightest 
trace of humor to be caught and 
often the shallow complexities of 
the drama are too obvious to be 





interesting. 
Not much more can be sid for 
the acting. Shan. 
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The Crime of Dr. Crespi 


Republic release of John H. Ayer's 
duction, Stars Eric von Stroheim, Dwight 
Frye featured. Directed by John H. Auer 
Adapted from Edgar Allen Poe's ‘The 
Premature Burial.’ Story, John H. Auer: 
adaptation, Lewis Graham, Edward Olm. 
stead; associate producer, Herb Hayman: 
camera, Larry Williams; editor, Leonard 
Wheeler. At the Rialto. N. Y., commence 
ing Jan. 10, '36. Running time 64 mins. 
Dr. Crespi..............-Eric von Stroheim 
Dr. Thomas. .....0.+0.-0+++3.-DWwight Frye 
Dr. APNO!d...csccccesccress- Paul Guilfoyle 


FS. RROGB.. occcvcecccccce cc Harriet 
es Dead EOE vc cceeececsd @eeees )- 8 
Miss Rexford.......+c.+++.-.Geraldine Kay 
Miss Gordon......cscessessss Jeanne Kelly 
JOANNE... ..eecceceeecesnecess Patsy Berlin 
Pal UNDG 's 6806000466004 6eb04eR0 0% Joe Verdi 
SRURINOON. bcdccteteseiocsccca Dean Raymond 





Eric von Stroheim’s entrance into 
the field of horror pictures does not 
get him very far. Overaction and 
overstress in a creaky adaptation of 
Edgar Allen Poe’s ‘The Premature 
Burial’ brings laughs where none 
are sought. Even with better act- 
ing and direction it still would fail 
to be convincing, 

Von Stroheim plays the part of 
Crespi, the surgeon who induced 
suspended animation’ in his rival] 
that he might gloat over the latter's 
discomfiture. He fails utterly to 
impress. Toward the close some of 
his facial expressions got the laugh, 
and once before there was a chuckle 
as he stood before a mirror and 
smoothed down his nearly clean 
shaven head. It was a natural re- 
action to a story in which the ac- 
tion has been piled on too thickly, 
He never for even an instant con- 
veys the remotest suggestion of a 
professional man; particularly a 
noted surgeon. 

It is cheap melodrama crudely 
played and while it occasionally 
shocks, it. is a feeling of disgust 
rather than of horror. With poor 
taste the grim details of the funeral 
and burial are over elaborated; 
excerpts from the burial. servid®, 
the journey to the grave and even 
the lowering of the casket and the 
filling in of the pit, not to mention 
the subsequent exhumation. It ds 
disgusting rather than impressive 
and not at all relieved by a main 
force interpolation at the start and 
end of the picture of an excitable 
Italian who is the father of quin- 
tuplets. This gets more legitimate 
laughs, but both sequences are a 
bit dirty, and out of place, as well. 
It would take more than a couple 
ogo laughs to make this palat- 
able. 

The idea is there, and could prob- 
ably have been developed into 
something effective in a macabre 
way, but fn this practically every 
opportunity has been muffed. 

Dwight Frye is hopelessly sunk 
in his part, with Paul Guilfoyle 
given a better chance, since he has 
fewer and less flambouyant lines to 
speak, Harriet Russell strives 
bravely for her assignment and at 
least succeeds in keeping it from 
being too overstressed. Geraldine 
Kay and Jeanne Kelly, as nurses, 
are easy to look at. But they are 
not on screen much. As a haby 
scarer this is a weak entry, Chic. 


SCHWARZE ROSEN 


(‘Black Roses’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Jan. 2. 
Ufa production and ieee” Stars Lilian 
Harvey, features Willi Fritsch and Willi 





Birgel. Directed by Paul Mattin. Scri t 
by a J. Braun, Walter Supper, Paul 





(In German) 

Lilian Harvey’s first picture after 
her return from Hollywood is no 
milestone marker. Though expecta- 
tion was kept at a boiling point by 
Ufa’s consistent publicity through- 
out the production period, the film 
will not add numerically to this 
English-German girl's fans of yore, 
But there is still space enough for 
the frail Lilian on the roster of the 
rather hefty female screen stars 
here, to assure her a satisfactory 
spot. 

Suppression of Finland by Rus- 
sia is the film’s subject. Erkki Col- 
lin, fighting for Finnish freedom, is 
wounded when a political meeting 
is broken up by Russian troops. He 
escapes and takes refuge in the 
house of Marina Feodorowna, ballet 
dancer at the Helsingfors opera. It 
is love at first sight and, though a 
Russian, she aids Collin to contact 
his comrades. 

The two are surprised by the 
Governor, an admirer of the dancer, 
who daily sends her black roses. He 
sees through their pretense that 
Collin is a dancing teacher, and asks 
him to leave with him in his car- 
riage. Collin believes he is under 
arrest, but the Governor dismisses 
him on the road, saying that he is 
in the habit of picking out his own 
guests. To convince Collin that she 
is not the Governor’s mistress, 
Marina comes to live with him. 

Pressure on the Finns becomes 
stronger., Their National festival is 
brutally “broken up by riding Cos- 
sacks. The young Finns prepare a 
final blow against the Governor. 
They will cut off his military pro- 
tection during a ballet at the opera 
house and demand greater freedom 


from him. If he does not accede 
they will keep him a_ prisoner. 
Afraid for Collin’s life Marina 


warns the Governor. House is sur- 
rounded by troops and the nucleus 
of the Finnish movement. including 
Collin, is put into prison. Sihera 
will be their next abode. But Col- 
lin is set free when Mprina gives 
the Governor her promise of mar- 
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riage. As Collin sails out of the 
harbor towarg a freer country, Ma- 
rina poisons herseit. 

Most imaginative moments of the 
film are in the arrangement of mass 
scenes. The national festival with 
its fires blazing into the dark sky, 
the opera ballet interrupted by Col- 
lin’s impassioned speech and the 
wholly surprising moment when the 
troops take command of the situa- 
tion are seen from the film’s best. 
angles. ‘Technically interesting, but 
too long spun, is a horseback ride 
th-ough the forest. 

Miss Harvey's fragile grace is ap- 
pealing in the ballet dance, but she 
lacks the necessary. stamina for the 
more serious moments, Willi Fritsch 
is unaffected and his power in the 
opera house speech is a surprise. 
For the Governor, Willi Birgel, a 
comparatively new face on the 
screen with a good deal of stage ex- 
perience to back him up, combines 
repressed force with an imvressive 
appearance. Trask. 


MORALS OF MARCUS 


(B ISH MADE) 

Gaumont-British release of Julius Hagen 
production. Stars*Lupe Velez; features Ian 
Hunter, Adrianne Allen, Noel Madison. 
Director, Miles Mander. From play of 
same name by William J. Locke; adapta- 
tien, Guy Bolton, Miles Mander; camera, 
Sidney Blythe. At Globe , N. Y., week 
Jan 11, °36. Running time, 72 mins. 


CORP 50 oka ce cecieeessenssr<s Lupe Velez 
Sir Marcus Ordeyne............ Ian Hunter 
JOGIED sco vdiciccciciecs eoeee- Adrianne Allen 
Tony Pasquale....... pare Noel Madison 





Lupe Velez is substantially re- 
sponsible for making ‘Morals of 
Marcus’ palatable program enter- 
tainment. The American star has a 
part that is rich in possibilities for 
her and she makes the most of it. 
With a supporting company around 
ber that’s okay, results are suffi- 
cient to insure fairly good chances 
for the picture on this side in en- 
gagements that are not too demand- 
‘ing. 

The plot of ‘Morals’ provides suit- 
able action and background for ro- 
mantic interest even if it is a bit 
implausible. Its most fanciful ele- 
ment is the willingness of a titled 
English scientist to take into his 
home in London the girl who stowed 
away in his cabin on the voyage 
from Syria back to England. ut 
without this premise there would 
be no story and no picture. 

Sir Marcus Ordeyne not only fails 
to turn the girl over to the captain 
of the boat, but takes her into his 
imposing home. Although she’s a 
spitfire and shocking in her man- 
ners, he sees enough in the girl to 
even chase after her when she flees 
under the mistaken. netion he’s go- 
ing to marry her out of kindness. 
Picture ends in Paris where Sir 
Michael finds the enticing Miss 
Velez singing in a cheap cabaret. 

Action opens in Syria where the 
girl, about-to be sold to a Sultan in 
enforced marriage, stows aboard an 
England-bound _ ship. She had 
crawled into a crate of archealogi- 
cal objects which Sir Michael is 
taking back to Britain and makes 
such a fuss when he discovers her 
in his cabin that he shields her 
from detection. Back in London a 
titled lady who gets her divorce in 
hope of marrying Sir Michael fig- 
ures in the plot. She is played fairly 
but unimpressively by Adrianne 
Allen. Miss Allen suffers largely 
from an ineffectual personality. Noel 
Madison does a playboy who’s on 
the make for Miss Velez. A steady 
performance is rendered by Ian 
Hunter. 

There is a little comedy, ail of it 
provided by the star out of the lack 
of sophistication which her charac- 
ter affords. Miss Velez sings a lulla- 
by well enough, both in London and 
later in the Paris cafe. Char. 


KING OF THE DAMNED 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 2. 

Gaumont-British production and release. 
Directed by Walter Forde from Lyceum 
stage meloirama of the same name. Stars 
Conrad Veidt, features Noah Beery, Helen 
Vinson. Running time, 90 mMmins. At 
Tivoli, London Dec. 30, 35, 





Hearty British melodrama which 
should draw, particularly on its na- 
tive heath. Story is familiar to all 
filmgoers, and concerns the usual in- 
surrection on Devil's Island. Set on 
a neatly disguised tropical convict 
island, where the governor's idea of 
discipline would make Bligh in ‘Mu- 
tiny’ look like a beginner. 

Story progression is fairl - straight- 
forward and obvious. Convicts mu- 
tiny in a well-staged scrap, seize 
control, and with Noah Beery doing 
something of a Stalin, turn the 
island into a communal workshop, 
after prison authorities had been 
flogging ‘em sick at road work. 

Veidt, as the Jeader who eventu- 
aliy goes back to his native land to 
plead the justice of the convicts’ 


cause, gives one of his typical per- 


zormances, highly popular here. 
Helen Vinson is attractive as the 
governor's daughter, in love with 
Veidt, and Beery's work has char- 
acteristic vigor. Smaller parts are 
ail well cast, and direction makes 
the — of the swagger and knock- 
Lvout. 
: Forde, who rates high as a na- 
‘ive producer, made the most of the 
fight scenes, and despite occasional 
patches where it doesn't convince, 


the film generally has plenty of 
purch, 








LAST OF THE PAGANS 


Meiro-GoldwWyi-Mayer release of Philip 
Goldstone production. Features Mala and 
Lotus Long. Directed by Richard Thorpe. 
Original story and screen play, J. V. Far- 
row, suggested by Herman Melville’s book, 
‘Typee’; musical score, Nat Finston; film 
editor, Martin G. Cohn; camera, Clyde De 









Vinna. At Astor, N. Y., week Jan. 7, °36. 
Running time, 70 mins. 
BOID cveveces 6bacb6eteceedsetcssncct eee 
a eee 6os0060005 00% n00RS Lotus Long 
Native chief. ----Teio A, Tematua 
Boy hunter.. 66060604 b005 Ae A Faaturia 
Taro’s mother....... -...-Rangapo A Taipoo 
Latest in the cycle of native 


dramas with tribal residents of a 
South Sea isle predominating. In 
earnest effort to reproduce habits 
and tribulations of the island folk, 
substance of plot and modern-day 
tempo tending to popularize entire- 
ty. Probably will mostly make 
double bills but elsewhere it may 
also do some fair single role busi- 
ness, 

Picture is weighted down with 
native chatter (often with English 
titles appended on film) that means 
little. This is counter-balanced in 
later footage by good mixture of 
suspense and dramatics. 

Film affords Mala, who appeared 
a couple of years ago in ‘Eskimo’, 
opportunity to strut his histrionic 
abilities in more southerly clime. 
His acting consists largely of ath- 
letic pantomime. Other lead is Lotus 
Long, also from the Alaskan epic. 
Both look natural in this film, flaws 
in the story being no fault of theirs. 

Love so dominant that it over- 
comes superhuman obstacles is 
theme, although the overthrowing of 
these obstacles must have made 
even the natives marvel. Picture 
has its exciting episodes: under- 
water battle with shark, cave-in at 
tropical mines, struggle to capture 
new wives, hurricane and sailing 
boat lashed by waves with Mala’s 
daring rescue. 

Aside from remarkable pictorial 
vistas in and about the islands, some 
60 male and femme hula dancers 
swing into action and the natives, 
under influence of heavy imbibing, 
also go into a swirling bacchanal 
until they drop from exhaustion. 

After Lotus and Mala have been 
reunited, following deft build-up, 
director goes for an anti-climax. 
While this brings on raging hurri- 
cane it seems uncalled for. 

Director Richard Thorpe has done 
showmanly job in handling natives. 
Beauty of the islands has been 
caught by Clyde DeVinna’s camera 
and musical score enhances dra- 
matic structure. 

In metropolitan spots where they 
go for ‘goona goona’ pictures. pic- 
ture should have appeal. When 
relegated to dual bookings it may 
get some word-of-mouth. Wear. 





A Kiralyno Huszarja 


(‘The Queen’s Hussar’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


Budapest, Dec. 25. 

Vero production and Bioscop release. 
Features Gyula Gozon, Kiari Balogh, Lili 
Berky, Laszlo Perenyi, Sandor Pethes, 
Tlona Dajbukat and Magda Olty. Directed 
by Istvan Gyorgy; screen play and music 
by Imre Farkas. At the Kamara and Decsi, 
Ruhning time, 100 mins, 





(In Hungarian) - 

Another yarn about the good old 
pre-war days, with Empress Eliza- 
beth herself unravelling the troubles 
of distressed lovers—a thing she has 
repeatedly been featured doing on 
stage and film. 

Every thing that is remindful of 
the good old times has been packed 
into this film: love, romance, sere- 
nades, army life, uniforms, moon- 
light. evpsy music. Result is a non- 
sensieal and utterly naive picture, 
which absolutely fails to hit the 
mark or satisfy the requirements of 
the Budapest public. In the province, 
though, it may fare better, owing to 
the legendary figure of Empress 
Elizabeth. 

Owing to the bad story material 
and the spineless direction, “actors 
are not at their best. Only Gyula 
Gozon as the batman carries the 
day. Jacobi. 





—_— 


BUDAI CUKRASZDA 


(‘Budapest Candy Store’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Dec. 25. 


Phoebus production and release. Features 
Zita Perezel, Gyula Kabos, Artur Somlay, 
Annie Dobos, Gyula Gozon, Baszlo Perenyi 
and Zita Gordon. Directed by Bela Gaal. 
Siory and screen piny by Istvan Zagon. 
Music by Imre Hajdu. Camera, Istvan 
At Royal Apollo. 


(In Hungarian) 

Average comedy with the usual 
blend of love, sentimentalism and 
music, smartly equipped, and with a 
certain atmosphere of refined ele- 
gance about it. Direction and 
photography fairly good, though not 
up to the standare of foreign prod- 
ucts, 

Long-winded, mediocre story ma- 
terial follows the traditional, well- 
worn tracks, and is not even made 
the most of by the actors, with the 
exception of Kabos, who, as always, 
steals the show. is 

Zita Perezel is pretty but puppet- 
like, and not a great actress. Somlay, 
used to heavier tasks, is wasted in 
the conventional figure of a middle- 
aged painter. Perenyi, a beginner, 
shows promise of a developing. 

Jacobi. 
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TOLL OF THE DESERT 


Commodore Pictures Corp. release of 
William Berke production. Features Fred 
. Directed by Lester Williams. 
Story. Allen Hall; scenario, Miller Easton; 
cameraman, Robert C 
N. Y¥., one day, Jan. 11, °86, as half of 
double bill. Running time, 58 

MN COreOR cc cccccccscccce 
DSS ES oe ccceecccocccccces Oty ck 
Tom Collins........es.e+-..Roger Williams 
Tegu Adams 


Peesaeeesecare 






Gangster..... fen) ...Earl D 
‘One Eye’ ..ccccccesee.-s+--George Chesebro 
Gangeter. ccccccccccccccccccces sDiLly Steuer 





Considerably below standard is 
this latest sagebrush meller. ‘Toll 
of the Desert,’ handicapped further 
by absence of name draw and flaws 
galore, will have hard time leasing 
even juvenile Saturday mat patrons. 

Sketchy plot uses old formula of 
stalwart, law-abiding son finding 
his father, from whom he’s been 
separated since 4, as leader of a 
band of outlaws. Real effort at 
close, to show conflict in old man’s 
heart as he’s led away to gallows 
after being captured by his own son, 
is so miserably enacted that it fails 
badly. 

Nearly all the fundamental mis- 
takes of old-time westerns are in- 
corporated in this prairie wildflower. 
Story rambles aimlessly most of 
time, actors stand around listlessly 
as if waiting for their cue, dialog is 
largely confined to one-syllable 
words and with few exceptions 
mangled by cast. Settings and cos- 
tumes when effort ._made towards 
production are weird combinations 
of the old and new, though film’s 
action is largely confined to early 
20th century. Close-ups are sad af- 
fair. . Action stuff, spotted in last 
few reels, carries its thrills, high- 
light being rope climb over cliff by 
Fred Kohler,¢Jr. : 

Possessed of remarkable physique, 
young Kohler’s thespian efforts are 
weak once he opens his mouth. Top- 
notch as broncho rider and rough- 
and-tumble fighter. Best thespian 
effort is by Roger Williams as the 
lad’s father. Only female role is 
Betty Mack, who sings well. 

Film is fair only as secondary fea- 
ture on subsequent dual bills. 

Wear. 


La Verbena De La Paloma 


(‘Fair of the Dove’) 
(SPANISH MADE) 


Madrid, Dec. 28. 

Produced and distributed by Cifesa. 
Written by Ricardo de la Vega; music, 
Tomas Breton; adapted and directed by 
Benito Perojo: additional dialog and techni- 
cal director, Pedro de Repide; camera, Fred 
Mandel; musical adaptation, Luis H. 
Breton; orchestra, Madrid Philharmonic 
directed by Estevarena. At Palacio de la 
Musica, Dec. 23, ‘35. ' 
TuliIaN. .ccccccccce eccces eecesee- Roberto Rey. 
Don Hilarion. 








Tavernkeeper.............+-.-Rafael Calvo 
Don Sebastian........... -Enrique Salvador 
(In Spanish) 


Benito Perojo’s latest effort, a 
transfer to the screen of one of the 
most famous ‘zarzuelas’ or oper- 
ettas on the books, is a faithful 
adaptation of the work of Vega and 
Breton. Because of its purely 
Spanish character, its market is 
limited, but Perojo has suceeded in 
puting across the atmosphere and 
what the Spaniards call ‘ambiente’ 
in a way that merits praise. 

Plot of ‘La Verbena’ is the least 
thing about the pic. Whole produc- 
tion centers on reproducing the 
Madrid of 1893, when the street fair 
on the saint’s day of The Virgin of 
the Dove was the most famous of 
its time. The fair today has lost its 
picturesque character but Breton’s 
music is immortal and it is used 


plentifully, perhaps excessively, 
throughout the film. Best known 
tune, ‘Donde Vas con Manton de 


Mantila’ (‘Where are you going in 
your Spanish shawl’) is put across 
well by Raquel Rodrigo and Roberto 
Rey. . Miguel Ligero takes top 
comedy honors. 

Perojo’s handling of mass action 
scenes are well done. Fred Mandel’s 
photography okay, but sound is a 
bit off. Ziff. 


Private Life of Louis XIV 


(‘Frauen um den Sonnenkoenig’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Carl Froehlich production and General 
Foreign release. Stars Renate Mueller: 
features Dorothea Wieck, Michael Bohnen. 
Directed by Carl Froehlich; written by 
Froehlich and Dr. Hoffman-Harnisch; cam- 
era, Reimar Kuntze; music, Alois Meli- 





char. At Bijou, N. Y., week Jan. 8, '36. 
Running time, 95 mins. 

Oo eee eeeeeee- Renate Mueller 
Karl Ludwig.......... o++--KBugen Kloepfer 
ke SSaeee Socsees Maria Krahn 
SD DEED 63.466606006006 +++--Michael Bohnen 
Philipp of Orleans............ Hans Stuewe 


Marquis? de la Valliere..... Maria Meissner 
Duchesse de Montespan...Hilde Hildebrand 


Madame de Maintenon..... Dorothea Wieck 
Duchess of Hannover............ Ida Wuest 
BEOTTR TRACOM c ci ccccccccccocvve Else Ehser 





7 


(In German) 

More Nazi propaganda, but not 
too thick and not especially annoy- 
ing. Well made technically and 
fairly amusing from a general en- 
tertainment standpoint. Neverihe- 
less, will find itself restricted to 
Teutonic audiences solely. 

Tells a story of the times of Louis 
XIV and how those wicked French- 
men went after poor, defenseless 
Germany tooth and nail. Liselotte. 
the Princess of Palatinate, is lured 
by Louis (he’s called Ludwig in this 


—— 


film) into a marriage with a French- 
man for political purposes. But 
after she leaves her lovely Heidel- 
berg home it seems that the French- 
men go after her poor Cerman 
compatriots just the same, ravaging 
the land and all that periains to it. 
Liselotte gives Ludwig a piece of 
her mind but it doesn’t help, so she 
runs awiy. Her husband, the 
King’s brother, realizing how just 
is Liselotte’s claim that the French- 
men are wicked, sinful people and 
that the Germans are angels direct 
from heaven, flees with her to help 
re-establish order in Heidelberg. 

Some grandiose speeches about 
honor, patriotism, etc., make the ob- 
ject lesson pretty obvious. But 
Froehlich, the producer, has man- 
aged, nevertheless, to inject a lot of 
humor, a merry pace and some 
splendid characterizations whieh 
take the onus off the keavy and cal- 
culated preachments. 


Renate Mueller as Liselotte is 
splendid, as usual. Dorothea 
Wiek, returned from Hollywood 


and an attempt at stardom, is back 
at home and in minor roles, where 
she does quite well. She has just 
a bit here (as was generally true of 
her prior to her work in ‘Maedchen,’ 
for this same producer) and handles 
it accurately. 

Michael Bohnen, who used to be 
with the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York, doesn’t do any singing here at 
all. He is cast as Louis and, while 
not looking at all like the dainty and 
vain French King, does a fine bit of 
characterization, making the char- 
acter live. Eugen Kloepfer is ex- 
ceptionally fine as Liselotte’s 
father; Hilda Hildebrand overdoes 


the Duchesse of Montespan; Else 
Ehser turns the role of Maria 
Theresa into a caricature; Hans 


Stuewe is woefully miscast as 
Philipp of. Orleans, which should 
have been the film’s leading role and 
which calls for a handsome juve. 
Productionally the film is gran- 
diose. Kauf. 





Laemmle-U 





(Continued from page 4) 
financial sources, is a usual proce- 
dure in any undertaking that re- 
quires several millions. 

The Universal deal would involve 
upwards of $6,000,000, all told. 

J. Cheever Cowdin has been 
supervising all preliminary steps 
looking towards any possible buy- 
in, both for Standard and Rogers. 
It is no secret in WaH Street that he 
has approached several large fin- 
vestment bankers looking towards 
handling any new issues of Univer- 
sal stock that may be forthcoming 
once the option has been picked up 
and initial payment made for cer- 
tain issues of Universal, 

Rogers had been in New York for 
some time conferring with Cowdin 
and Universal executives before 
returning to Hollywood. Cowdin re- 
mains in the east. Before leaving, 
Rogers and Cowdin completed an 
exhaustive check into U and its af- 
fairs with a view to getting a com- 
plete picture of the company as it 
stands today. At work until mid- 
night the day before he left (last 
Friday), Rogers went west with a 
complete record of the U setup. 

A few weeks ago Rogers asked 
Universal to give his son, John, 18, 
a job of some kind to start him off 
in the film business. He was spotted 
in a minor role in the publicity de- 
partment headed by Paul Gulick but 
resigned Friday (10) in order to re- 
turn to the Coast with his father. 

Not indicated whether the final 
deal would be closed in New York 
or on the Coast. It may be west, 
with Carl Laemmle and Carl, 
Jr., on the ground there. Original 
loan of $750,000, carrying with it 
90-day option to buy U at $5,500,- 
000, was negotiated in the _west, 
Rogers and Cowdin coming east 
later. 

Although only customary routine 
conferences are being held daily be- 
tween Standard Capital (J. Cheever 
Cowdin) and Universal officials, it 
was reported in unofficial circles 
yesterday (Tuesday) that outlook 
for consummation of deal was ex- 
tremely bright. Biggest task con- 
fronting Standard Capital-Rogers 
interests, before expiration of option 
date early in February, is obtaining 
$3,500,000 in cash and’ negotiable 
gilt-edge securities. Actually Stand- 
ard Capital-Rogers organization has 
only $1,500,000 in cash to obtain. 
Remaining amoun n be in U. S. 


bonds or similar se s ated as 
equivalent of cash. 
Later, set payme he re- 


quired every six months or yi but 
this is regarded in Wall Street «ss 
merely an underwriting job. Woulhl 
be cared for through issuance of 
new stock, probably both preferred 
and common. 

Fact that money rates are easy 
and that there is a surplus available 
for investment purposes has been 
aiding Standard Capital in its 





negotiations for specific funds in 
the street. 





Shorts 


‘THE SIX-DAY GRIND’ 
With Jane and Goodman Ace 
Novelty Comedy 

10 Mins. 

Columbus, New York 


Van Beuren-RKO 


Jane and Goodman Ace, likable 
radio couple, known as the Easy 
Aces, do an offscreen conversa- 
tional diagnosis of the. six-day bike 
race with scenes and action and a 
couple of funny silent titles. 

While the subject matter is not 
hilarious per se, the formula used 
by the Aces is quite different from 
the usual run of shorts. The scenes 
at Madison Square Garden are lib- 
rary shots with the Aces perform- 
ing as two customers in a film audi- 
ence watching the show. Shan. 


‘COUNSELITIS’ 
With Leon Errol 
18 Mins. 
Comedy 
Astor, N. Y. 
Radio 


To Leon Errol’s credit that this 
short turns out as well as it does 
because story is patterned on ‘Pay 
the $2.’. Concerned chiefly with 
Errol's. arrest on trumped up shop- 
lifting allegation and his subsequent 
discomfituré in court where he’s 
charged with everything from petty 
flarcency to dope peddling. Al 
Boasberg wrote and directed. 

Support cast includes’. several 
standard short feature players who 
contribute much to effective set-up. 
Polished type of comedy here proves 
entertaining, for a change. Wear. 


DAVE APOLLON CO. 

‘The Wishing Stone’ 

10 Mins. 

Coiumbus, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 9911 


Only fault to be found here, and 
unusual, is that subject is too short, 
No new tunes, although the old ones 
are injected with novelty via 
Apollon’s clever cleffing. 

After being stranded by a plane’s 
forced landing. band is whisked 
around the globe by virtue of the 
mythical powers ef a stone in pos- 
session of one of the orchestra, 
First stop is Mexico and suitably 
costumed boys deliver ‘La Cucara- 
cha. Then Russia, Hawaii and 
U. 8S. successively. 

Although predominating through- 
out, Apollon hits his pace in the 
vodka atmosphere. Roy Mack di- 
rected, and obviously on the job. 





‘ROMANCE OF THE WEST’ 
Technicolor 
With Phil Regan, Henry Armetta, 

Dorothy Dare 
16 Mins. 
Stanley, N. Y. 

Vitaphone No. 9109 

Little of this short is devoted to 
romance, but there is loads. of west 
in gorgeous panorama. During the 
unreeling Phil Regan extolls the 
beauties pictured via a smooth ren- 
dition of ‘West of the Great Divide’ 
sung to Dorothy Dare. Government 
helped in permitting shots of Yel- 
lowstone Park, the Grand Canyon 
and Yosemite Park for background. 

Story revolves around a grounded 
plane en route to Chicago. Passen- 
gers are befriended at a nearby 
ranch which is location for Miss 
Dare’s dancing and most of. Henry 
Armetta’s comedy. Time element 
hampers latter and he doesn’t get 
much chance. Quickly hatched 
romance between Regan, one of cow 
hands, and Miss Dare is excuse for 
Regan’s. yodeling. 

Tinted process aids this fn sur- 
passing what would be an ordinary 
travelog with injected story. 





BUSTER KEATON 

With Lona Andre, Harold Goodwin, 
Grant Withers 

‘Three on a Limb’ 

Comedy 

12 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Educational 


Although much slapstick of a 
familiar character finds its way 
into this two-reeler, it is one of the 
better of the Buster Keaton shorts 
of recent date. Among other 
things, it is fast all the way, wind- 
ing up with more than the usual 
speed as three different men try 
to push themselves into position to 
marry the girl who's standing ready 
with a minister and the folks, 

Keaton is the dumb-cluck mem- 
ber of the trio, the others trying 
to get hitched to the girl being a 
rough sailor and a tough motor- 
cycle cop. Laughs are not big but 
come close together toward the 
end where the marriage sequence 
figures. 

Short opens at a roadside eating 
establishment” up to which Keaton 
draws in his broken-down Ford in 
quest of a sandwich. He falls for 
one of the waitresses and accom- 
panies her home to get the parental 
okay. He Isn't favored, being a 
dolt type and this time dressed as 


a bov scout. but he wins in the 
end by means which are fair {ft 
seemingly fon). ona Andre, 
Harold Coodwin and Grant Withers 
are among those in a rathowr rand 
supporting enst. 


Char, 


coceen 
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' PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Glen Grey and his Casa Loma 
orchestra on a holdover afe aug- 
mented by Mike Reilly-Eddy Farley 
and the Onyx Club ‘Boys: (6), now- 
nationally famed for their ‘Music 
Goes Round and Round’ which 
Reilly-Farley composed and popu- 
larized at the West 52d street 
(N. Y.) nitery, the Onyx Club. That 
the b.o. draught from the Onyxites 
is potent was amply manifested at 
the show caught. 2 

With ‘Rose of the Rancho’ (Par) 
on screen, in which the Met and 
radio canary, Gladys Swarthout, is 
co-featured in her filmusical debut, 
the contrast of the high C’s and 
Farley-Reilly’s ‘Round’ is one of 
those okay b.o. circumstances that 
should please both factions. Inci- 
dentally, if Reilly and Farley are to 
establish themselves in the show 
biz firmament as seems to be their 
destiny on the strength of their 
song, it wouldn’t be a bad idea for 
them or their managers to decide 
officially whether Mike Reilly is to 
be Riley or Reilly, and stick to the 
one spelling. 

The in-person hors .d’ouvres to 
the celluloid course starts with 
Don Baker's organolog glorifying 
the Wurlitzer, illustrating how the 
instrument can give out sacred 
music, hot, symph, sweet, etc. Too. 
long and a lull. This reaction is 
furthered by the placid shorts pre- 
ceding. Besides the Par newsreel 
there’s a ‘Liebestraum’ short, as 
flaccid as the classical musical com- 
position suggests, and a Fleischer 
Technicolor, ‘Somewhere in Dream- 
land’. 

‘The Casa Loma Holds A Meet- 
ing’ tees off smartly with Pee Wee 
Hunt vocally detailing that this is 
a syncopation corporation, Glen 
Grey prez. whence follows some in- 
tricate instrumentation by _ the 
brass, reeds and rhythm batteries. 
Combo of 16 is a corking terp team 
and also knows its stage values. 

Carolyn Marsh, added, retards 
some of the good effect with three 
vocal solos, two right down her al- 
ley. They are ‘Cheek to Cheek’ 
opening and ‘Top of Your Head 


closing, both rhythm numbers. But 
the midriff portion, ‘Parli Mi 
a@’Amour, Mariu’ (in its original 


Italian) and again reprised with Al 
Silverman’s American translation 
of the C. A. Bixio waltz ballad, as 
‘Tell Me. That You Love Me To- 
night’, isn’t for her. 

Running time sequence, as result, 
necessitates a medley of ‘Miami’ 
and ‘Thanks Million’ by the band 
which lets it down. Hunt then picks 
it up with the saucy ‘Bessie Couldn't 
Help It,’ but it remains for Kenny 
Sargent to wham ‘em with his ‘So 
This Is Heaven’; ‘I Cried For You’ 
(oldie revival) and an encore, ‘Blan- 
ket of Blue’ (also an oldie), all reg- 
istering for smacko returns, ‘Sar- 
gent is a personable youngster who 
knows. how to sell his pops and, 
from the-mezz loge of the Par.. sug- 
gests a personality that might rate 
a@ screen-test. . 

Reilly-Farley and the Onyx Club 
Boys sock out their own 15 mintites 
of effective hokum. Reilly, with a 
fetching .Duranteish. personality. and 
and easy stage presence that more 
than casually ‘suggests the Schnoz, 
is the fulcrum throughout of the 
sextet; Eddy. Farley, ‘if he’s to be 
accorded co-billing, must either be 
built up for presentation. nurnoses 
or played down altogether. Reilly 
almost takes everything awav from 
his collaborators, whether it’s in 
selling the ‘opener, ‘Clap: Your 
Hands,’ ‘Snap Your Fingers’, the 
ensuing ‘Double Trouble’. or the 
finaleing ‘Music Goes Round,’ as he 
illustrates how to push the little 
valve down. 

‘Clap Your Hands’ fs another of 
the madcap sextet’s Onyx Club non- 
sensities and suggests wide (if not 
as wide as ‘Music’) nopularitv pos- 
sibilities. But in ‘Goes Round’ the 
kiddies are really on native heath. 


Working as a swing sextet, up in. 


front of the Casa Lomnaites, the bie 
band accomps the Onvxers and 
witha! it’s a grand pluefest for the 
1936 version of ‘Yes. We Have No 
Bananas’. Where the stereopticon 
eye effect vamped off with ‘Smoke 
Rings’ (the Casa Loma thematic) at 
this portion a nanorama of notes, 
going rourd-and-round. visually il- 
lustrates the Reilly-Farley ye 

el. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Jan. 11. 

New hi-hat policy at the Jack 
Arthur showshep, which currently 
introduces a 61-piece symphony or- 
chestra as the marquee draw plus 
Lily Pons in ‘I Dream Too Much’ 
(RKO-Radio). Looks like a ‘show- 
them-no-mercy’ trend as far as the 
Imperial audience is concerned. 

Retention of Reginald Stewart 
and ‘his’ symphony (two-thirds of 
the membership drawn from _ the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra) was 
plugged as meeting ‘the public's de- 
mand for the finest in music.’ 
Judging from the opening day’s 
business, the public is not particu- 
larly interested. There were shirt- 
fronts and wraps in the loges, but 
nothing too startling upstairs or 
down desnite the presence of the 
local music crities. 

Management was apparently gov- 
erned by the snecess of the ‘Prom- 
enade Concerts’ at the University of 





‘landa and Red Hodgson, 


| Ryan 





Toronto stadium last summer, 
which drew crowds of 7,500 weekly; 
should have remembered, however, 
that the 3,640-seater Imperial would 
take care of these music-lovers the 
first day alone, plus the records 
which show that the majority of the 
‘Prom’ attendants paid only two- 
bits a seat to satisfy that hypotheti- 
cal ‘music-hunger.’ 

Parted traveller reveals the 61 
musicians on three parallels before 
a silver cyclorama. With Stewart 
conducting, they do Tchaikovsky's 
‘Fourth Symphony.’ Billed as ‘an 
hour of symphony,’ this runs 48 
mins. Encore on opening night, 
which will probably not be called 
for again now that the hi-hats are 
weeded, was ‘Dance of the Clowns’ 
from Rimsky Korsakov’s ‘Snow 
Maiden.’ Because of acoustics and 
the flight of sound into the proscen- 
ium-loft, would be better to rip out 
a few of the front rows and put the 
orchestra into the pit. Much of the 
effect is lost with the symphony- 
Dievers on stage. 

Stewart and his men are in for a 
second week but understood that 
the subsequent musical fare will be 
much lighter. That may hein, but 
doubtful. McStav. 


CHICAGO 
Chicago, Jan. 8. 

Business is great at the Chicago, 
with the headliners, Veloz and Yo- 
already 
ticketed for a holdover week. The 
walloping exploitation which Veloz 
and Yolanda have gotten in this 
town during the past two years and 
the sensational sock of Hodgson’s 
‘Music Goes ‘'Round and Around’ 
song is bringing the business. 

Veloz and Yolanda’'s long stay. at 
the Palmer House at $2.50 per plate 
made them a class attraction, and 
this past season their nightly plug- 
ging. over WGN, the Chicago Trib- 
une station, with their orchestra, 
directed by Shep Fields, has made 
them known to the thousands who 
mever were inside the Palmer 
House. 


They have acquired a fine flair 
for showmanship, in so far as 
mypsical accompaniment, the use of 
lighting effects and the correct 
head-on-shoulder attitudes are con- 
cerned. They deliver three dance 
numbers, the romantically height- 
ened ‘Moonlight Madonna,’ a neat 
tango, and a new dance which is 
by far their best, a clever inter- 
pretation of ‘Music Goes 'Round and 
Around.’ 

Equalling them in audience wal- 
lop ‘is Hodgson (New Acts), co- 
writer of ‘Music Goes ’Round and 
Around.’ Reception shook the raft- 
ers and eompletely stopped the pro- 
ceedings on his single rendition of 
the hit song. Good performer, he 
has made the best of the pessibili- 
ties of this tune as the basis of a 
personal appearance. Had to make 


a speech. 
Show opens with the Shen Fields 
orchestra running through four 


popular tunes. Good enough for a 
band which has been restricted to 
dance music. Moved down into the 
pit later for the Veloz and Yolanda 
accompaniment. 


Two singles. in the line-up are 
over in fine fashion, John Tio, the 
wonder parrot, which has been 
around in vaude for the past two 
years, and Boy Foy, import from 
England. with a new wrinkle in jug- 
fling, adding to it by performing 
the tricks while on a unicycle. 


Fred Evans delivers his usual eye- 
filling chorus routine to dress the 
show and give it bulk. Picture, 
‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par). © Gold. 


JEFFERSON, N. Y. 


How little vaude is left is eyi- 
denced in that first two acts on here 
are still fresh in the memory of this 
reviewer, having caught at the 
Grand Opera House recently, and 
one was a new act then. Vaude 
routes must be run on a trolley line 
now. ; 

Show here is nothing to write 
home about, but serves its purpose 
being the sole remainder of the 
species on Manhattan's lower east 
side. — 

Initial act, ‘Dance Portraits,’ is 
the newcomer. For some reason 
they worked better and met with 
more success when they broke in 
at the G.O.H. Ageing and practice 
should improve this type stuff, but 
something happened en route across 
town. 

Even Bob Howard, colored, who 
wowed them at the G.O.H., had a 
tough time here. Seemed entire 
audience was from Missouri. 
Howard finally warmed them up 
with his player piano impressions 
on regular pianoforte. Those he got 
he held by throwing in, ‘Music Goes 
"Round and ’Round’ for his exit. 

Radio Ramblers, originating from 
WINS, please the house with their 
hoked impersonations. Copies of 
popular male songbirds are over- 
shadowed by take-off of air an- 
nouncing personalities by act's 
comedian. 

Joe Morris is billing Dorothy 
along with his other femme 
aid, Flo Campbell, but the’ kid 
stooge is left off the card, Act 
liked as usual 

Arabian tumbling by the Bee Hee 
and Rubyette troupe closes the show 
speedily. 

‘Broadway Hostess’ (WB), film, 





Piccadilly, London 


London, Dec. 31. 


It will take the management a 
good many weeks to live down the 
bad effect of last week’s show. One 
of the worst ever staged here. 


Bad attendance this week, despite 
being put down to pre-New Year's 
slump, is proving the vaudeville 
clientele is losing faith. 


With a sparge attendance there is 
always a danger of the wise-crack- 
ing guy in the audience. And there 
is invariably one to be found here. 
The management should instruct 
ushers to be on the alert. At present 
they-are passing it up, with the 
danger the house is likely to be- 
come like the old Academy, 


This week’s bill has many dis- 
appointments, about four advertised 
acts not materializing. Biggest 
disappointment is the Three Bonos, 
an act that played America last 
year and has built up quite a repu- 
tation locally. Will not play Eng- 
land for some time how, as they 
cannot get a permit. 

Last minute changes were neces- 
sary, with several replacements. 

Only newcomer on the bill is 
George Beatty, in for two weeks. 
Beatty has a nice clean-cut per- 
sonaliy, can deliver lines, and has 
a lot of new material. He should 
have no trouble in making the 
grade here. 


Three acts are back ih very quick 
time. Bubbles Stewart and Sisters 
is an offering that has made good 
in a short space of time. Bubbles, 
who is the mainstay: of the act,-is 
an excellent mimic; the two sisters 
are a good foil for her. 

The Three Music Hall Boys, in 
place of the Bonos, can sing besides 
their tin-type comedy. They are 
worthy of the return date. . 

Of the locais the outstander is 
Stetson, known in America. His 
juggling with hats and cigar boxes 
ts done in easy and nonchalant 
style. Always good. 

Larry Camble, who has a Royal 
Command Performance to his 
credit, is a uni-cyclist with plenty 
of comedy. Works with the help 
of the house leader. 

Rest of the bill is fair, but -the 
management will have to do a lot 
better, if they still hope to get 
away with it. . 

House folded after 12 weeks on 
Jan, 11. 


— 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Leonidoff’s stage department trots 
vut three items this week. Each is 
enjoyable. ‘A’ is ‘Wax Flowers’ 
(Betty Bainister and Marie Grimaldi 
joint soloists) in which the corps de 
ballet flutters hither and yon in the 
Music Hall’s best—which is very 
good —fluttering style, 


‘B’ is Vin Lindhe’s gang of robus- 


tious male singers dressed up to, 


carry out the billing, ‘The Muscle 
and Brawn Club’. Cross-checked 
sweaters, swagger stocking caps and 
moustachios a.la Yale, 1885, form an 
amusing setting for the medley of 
nostalgic songs. 
banners with comic legends. They 
pause in their vocalizing for the 
Carr Brothers, also dressed in keep- 
ing with the motif, to haul them- 
selves through an acrobatic routine 
that starts on a spoofing level and 
then goes serious and, either way, 
is tiptop sight entertainment. 
Hilda Eckler, Jerome Andrews 
and Murray Golden .are the pro- 
grammees in an interlude that in- 
troduces Item ‘C’, ‘The Cake: Walk’. 
The turntable does a spin and the 
Rockettes appear. Half are garbed 
in black tights with red clawham- 
mers and top hat hats and carry- 
ing canes. Other half are in skirts 
not dissimilar to the outfits em- 
ployed for the can-can. ‘Cake Walk’ 
is high in color and animation. As 
done by the Rockeftes it brings the 
stage show to a sock curtain. 
Another standout on the program 
is Walt Disney’s Silly Symphony, 
‘Cock O’ The Walk’ wherein the 
hens, roosters and geese do the cari- 
oca. Music Hall patronage chortled 
with pleasure at the absurdities. 
Viola Philo and Jan Peerce, those 
Music Hall standards, stand up in 
the orchestra pit to nail down arias 
from Puccini’s ‘La Boheme’. Nice 
stuff. Overture, however, might 
have been clipped a few minutes. 
‘Sylvia Scarlett’ (Radio) on the 
screen. Business very light onening 


} night (9). Land. 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


After successive weeks of name 
stage shows, Loew's State holds a 
weakie currently. Layout of five 
acts holds little in the way of 
marquee strength and hardly more 
in entertainment values. It’s in 
support of the screened ‘Splend&r’ 
(UA) and biz Friday night was only 
fair. 

Show's standouts are its men, 
Emile Boreo (next-to-closing) and 
Eddie Rio and Bros, (deuce). Both 
turns are of the hoke comedy 
variety, though Boreo’s carries more 
individuality. His freak singing was 
just about getting over at the clos- 
ing show when he uncorked his 
flag-waving, shell-shocked soldier 
bit. It brought him three encores 
and he almost milked himself a 
fourth. One of them is a French 


Gleesters carry. 





version of ‘Music Goes Round and 
Around’ and it’s okay, 

Billed brother of the Rio act sets 
himself quickly with an impression 
of a woman taking a bath. It’s good 
pantomime and the ladies in-the 
house yelled. Then his three broth- 
ers come up out of the audience and 
from there on it’s knockabout stuff, 
some of it on the borderiine but 
most of it good for laughs. They 
hoofed off to a neat recention. 

Top billing in the show goes to 
Blanche Calloway’s (Cab’s sister) 
band, which closed the bill, and the 
Three X Sisters, in the middle 
frame, and both are somewhat dis- 
appointing. Three X Sisters came 
in with thé harmony fad started 
by the Boswells and then turned to 
novelty and imitations for the major 
portion of their act. They carry 
little sock, though they preface the 
mimicry cutely by pretending it’s 
an amateur program. 

The Calloway ork is all Blanche, 
and she’s a thigh-grinding, shouting 
type that shortly begins to wear. 
Her 13-piece band is hardly top- 
notch musically, the arrangements 
being mediocre. Doubles up on 
Boreo by also playing ‘Music Goes 
Round.’ This rendition, however, is 
not so forte, and Miss Calloway’s 
attempted clowning detracts further 
instead of helping. Three male 
specialists are with the turn, har- 
monica, playing kid, hoofer and a 
lanky tenor. First:two are good, 
third doesn’t get much of a chance. 

The Yacopis (8), one of whom is 
a woman understander, open. Fast 
teterboard stunts, some of them in- 
volving two and three high double- 
catches, gives the- stage end an 
applause start. Scho. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. 

It'll probably be a long time be- 
fore the Staniey goes in again for 
Hippdoromitis. Current show has 
for its headline act Lottie Mayer, 
and her underwater ballet and tank 
turn gave the backstage crew 
enough mechanical grief to last it 
a lifevime. Customers at first after- 
noon performance who got into their 
seats around eleven beils didn’t see 
daylight again until more than four 
hours later, with management toss- 
ing in one short after another until 
the presentation was set. 

Even then, things were pretty 
ragged, with tank sticking out so 
far that it interfered with in-one 
acts and everybody apparently in a 


.dangereus state ot indecision. 


Mayer girls are also a pretty good 
ensemble on land, contributing three 
or four dance routines in addition 
to their water stuff. Open with a 
roller-skating turn, but Stanley 
stage isn’t deep enough for this after 
that tank is set and when Three 
Whirlwinds, also on skates, follow 
them on, two men and a girl were 
constantly flirting with broken 
necks and didn’t hide their fears 
very well. A couple of times, during 
a spin, one of them would get his 
head caught in the curtain hiding 
the tank and act was constantly in 
peril, virtually destroying their ef- 
tectiveness. 

Eddie White, here only couple of 
months ago, back again as m.c. and 
solidifies original good impression 
although he, too, seemed a little ill 
at ease because of the difficulties 
behind him. Couple of times he had 
to stall for ‘time,. which forced him 
into répetition. His own spot next- 
to-closing, in which he mixes songs 
with a flock of gags, way overboard 
on time. 

Other acts are Lela Moore and 
Three Sailors. Miss Moore's the for- 
mer Pittsburgh girl who went east 
last fall with her man-girl ‘Dance 
of the Lovers’ and got lot of atten- 
tion when she claimed a performer 
at French Casino intringed on her 
idea. However, idea, although per- 
haps not in its present form, dates 
back considerably beyond even year 
of Miss Moore's birth, but she has 
the thin - down to such a fine peint 
that it creates an uncanny illusion. 
A better finish is all that’s meeded. 

Sailors still wowing ‘em with 
their lunacies. Boys haven't been 
around here in some time and have 
added a lot of new material, dove- 
tailing it shrewdly with the old 
sure-fire stuff and giving the cus- 
tomers their first opportunity of the 
day to become palm-conscious. 

Mayer turn naturally closes. It’s 
a good act, a return to what was 
once standard in show business, but 
doesn’t belong here. As a moder- 
ately permanent spectacle in a big 


auditorium, okay, but where thé 
bills change weekly and the stages 
aren't t0o commodious, too many 
troubles present themselves. Girls 


are all expert divers and turn has 
been showmanly projected, but re- 
ception is only lukewarm. That was 
possibly because mob had waited se 
long. 

Even curtain didn’t bring a let-up, 
and pit band was forced to ad lib 
for 10 minutes until stage was 
mopped up and horns could be 
lowered for film. Dave Broudy’'s 
band presents an-effectiva overture. 
but musical lads deserve additional 
bouquets for wet beating they take 
during the tank act. 
on — stiff-front orchestral 
newly-pressed tuxes will be nothing 
short of appalling before the week 
is up. 

Picture, ‘Splendor’ (UA) 
business at getaway ns.) 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


For sometime this large de luxer 
hasn’t- had any Broadway stage 
opposition except from the State 
but now it also has the Para- 
mount to consider. Because of the 
wide difference in policies and 
prices as well as type of trade 
drawn, the Music Hall nearby isn’t 
such direct opposition as the Par 
and State. Getting something living 
into the Par—for the present, pit 
shows—may deflect some of Roxy’s 
steady patronage. In the morning 
the prices are the same while at 
night up here it’s 55c. against 75c. 
at the Par and stronger pictures as 
a rule to be expected at latter. 

Through its consistency of policy 
and a fair break on pictures the 
Roxy, however, has built up a 
steady’ _ clientele. Frequently a 
mediocre picture gets by up here on 
the combination of stage show and 
bargain prices for fair profit. House 
sells a big- show—usually three 
hours in length or more at 25, 35 
and 55c., never any more than latter 
including Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. Success Roxy has had with 
its policy although the admission 
prices couldn’t be matched, no doubt 
prompted the Par with a poor run 
of pieture luck lately, to reinstate 
live entertainment. 

Stage shows at the Roxy follow a 
certain formula and folks who 
patronize the house know about 
what to expect week in and week 
out. -Pattern varies little and the 
type of acts booked also follow a 
standard booking demand. Staging 
is about the same most of the time. 
Fixture of the theatre is the Gae 
Foster Girls, a line which has de- 
veloped well after a long stretch 
here. Freddy Mack, in the pit over 
the musical mob and acting as a 
sort of m.c., has been here some- 
time now and he’s standard, too. 

Marty May heads this week's 
Fanchon and Marco production. He 
and another act, the Three Lees, 
give the current unit more than an 
adequate amount of laughs. May is 
pretty well known, having been 
around for many years. He has an 
air audience, too, through broad- 
casting on both big networks and 
comes to the. Roxy this week as one 
of the most seasoned performers 
house has played under present 
policy. His material is away above 
the average and his showmanship 
something that vitally. helps the 
material across. May has a clever 
foil in Carol Dee, in addition to a 
young lad for an encore, Larry 
Raymond, who whistles ‘Poet and 
Peagant’ in the way that can’t miss 
from the big stage here. 

Three Lees go in for roughhouse, 
dancing and novelty, filling the re- 
quirements of an early position very 
well. Peter Mesrobian, winner of 
the last Fred Allen amateur contest 
is on shortly after the opening. He 
plays a violin for nice results. The 
Three Walkmirs, novelty act, opens. 

Girl billing herself merely as 

Chiquita ig from Mexico and has 
distinct possibilities. She has a lot 
of personality and a winning way of 
rendering songs. Does Mexican as 
well as American pops, working be- 
hind a mike. 
_ Feature ‘Invisible Ray’ (U), Rest 
of show includes newsreel, ‘Three 
on a. Limb’ (Educ), two-reel short 
with Buster Keaton and ‘Billboard 
Frolics’ (WB), a cartoon. Char, 


- ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 2. 

Georges Milton, musicomedy and 
screen star, headlines the holiday 
show here, in a tab revue filling the 
last half of program and featuring, 
one after another, characters from 
seven of his film successes. Actor’s 
big local name puts it over. 

Second billing goes to Al Trahan 
and Lady Yukona Cameron. Tra- 
han works in French, and gets 
plenty of belly laughs to justify his 
local billing as the leading comic 
of America. _, 

French pantomimist named Sher- 
Kot, who rarely plays in his home 
country, gets even a better hand for 
his mimicry, and a good - looking 
girl trapezist, Elly Ardelty, likewise 
clicks with equilibrism. 

Paul Duke, cigarette magician, ts 
more or less submerged. 

Group of seven Viennese girls 
billed as the Singing Babies, who 
warble in four languages to piano 
accompankment, makes good both 
with looks and harmony. 

French acts include Fraficonay, 
singer and imitator, in a return en- 
gagement; a good trio of singers 
called Jean, Jac and Jo, and Six 
Readings, a comedy bicycle number, 


Stern. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 
Comprehensive manner in which 


it handled latest political develop- 
ments in Washington as Congress 
swings into action gave Pathe News 
No. 1 spot on Embassy's new show, 
and edge on vital news. In covering 


the national political scene, how- 
ever, Universal was just a step 
away. Other items fairly well split 
up among the five reels. Pathe re- 
produced typical front pages of N, 
Y. dailies to show ‘mportance ate 
teched to A.A.A. decision by U.S, 
Supreme Court, following up with 
eomments by Congressmen Hugh 
Johnson and eastern and western 

(niversal .lso shot seve 


(Continued on page 23) 
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get behind it. 
' You do too! 








Franchot Tone gives 
the best performance 
of his career! 











I can’t afford to give you a bum 
steer (as the farmer said to the stock 
yards). This picture is the nuts. 
| veew eet No” Mutiny on the Bounty”, mind 





for his paper. He 


refuses to expose 


| enema you, but a bang-up Exciting drama 
xausve Of the times— with melodrama 
anc, and merry moments that will 
===~| make every pay-tron glad he paid. 
“4. There’s BIG BUSINESS in it for 
==; the good showmen and every 
=| circuit booker says ditto! 
































i Z- The end of the racket that poured millions into the 


great perform- will shock the nation, because everything in it 
1”) 4s TRUE. 
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EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 21) 

eral administration and opposition 
leaders discussing probable effect of 
A.A.A. decision on farm populace. 
Highlight of this réel was Father 
Coughlin’s comment that the 
‘brainless trusters’ had overlooked 
something in framing their legisla- 
tion for the farmers. 

Following through with the 
Washington locale, Pathe tried to 
summarize veterans’ bonus situa- 
tion. Same company handled senate 
munition’s probe by going into 
committee room, with silent close- 
up of J. P. Morgan. Also touched on 
probable fate of T.V.A, at hands of 
supreme court, Main points of Pres- 
ident Roosevelt’s speech at the 
Jaékson Day dinner in the national 
capital city caught in vivid manner 
by Pathe. 

Col. Franfl Knox’ sweeping attack 
on ’Roosevelt’s ‘state of nation 
speech climaxed by recital of a plan 
in answer to president’s attack on 
anti-new dealers. Given real kick 
when Colonel Knox concluded with 
statement that whole plan outlined 
was program on which Roosévelt 
was elected, but since forgotten. 
This climax drew biggest hand at 
show caught. Covered by Universal. 

Embassay spots arrival of Lind- 
berghs in England as next most vi- 
tal news of week. Paramount ob- 
tained some excellent closeups of 
the noted aviator, carrying his baby 
son, followed by his wife, as they 
carefully came down the gangplank. 
Views show big crowds that greeted 
their landing in British Isles. 

News from Italo-Ethiopian front 
holds plenty cf footage, but bulk of 
newsreel shots were usual hum- 
drum affairs. Paramount shows Red 
Cross workers caring for wounded 
and pressing newsreel AP sound 
truck into service. Bombing scenes 
lacked authenticity. Fox Movietone 
offered one of high marks of this 
war footage, depicting Italian offi- 
cers giving away bright new silver 
to Ethiopians agreeing to sign up to 
aid Il Duce. 

Troop movements on Ethiop side 
and arrival of new contingents from 
Italy well handled by Universal. 

First move of Japan into northern 
China given neat treatment by Par- 
amount, though nothing startling. 
Same company added an amusing 
touch with ship reporter’s interview 
of Doug Fairbanks turning into quiz 
of the writers. 

Best spot news contributions oth- 
erwise furnished by Universal, with 
its vivid handling of ice jam at 
Trenton, N. J., and Paramount’s 


photographic job of ruins of fire-; 


gutted inn at Westfield, Mass. 

Superb coverage of suiing at St. 
Moritz by Fox led procession “f 
sporting news. Otherwise it Was 
slim, with departure of Olympic 
bobsled and hockey teams predomi- 
nating (Fox), with Ed Thorgensen 
doing spiel. Same reel showed de- 
parture of prize race horse, Omaha, 
for Europe, Legion auto race at L. 
A, came from Universal. 

Good covering done by Par on new 
aqueduct which will carry water 
supply from Colorado river to Los 
Angeles and some 12 other munic- 
ipalities. Parade of Aimee Semple 
McPherson followers in Los An- 
geles was Universal clip. 

Ship building activity, with S. 8S. 
Queen Mary nearing completion, in 
England described for Fox Movie- 
tone by Sir 
Same newsreel added appealing note 
with its handling of a Shirley Tem- 
ple contest in Paris. Paramount pic- 
tured French heliocopter cracking 
up on test flight. Metro showed first 
snowfall in Yosemite mountains and 
skiing. 

Fashion developments handled by 
Universal, showing sun bathers at 
Miami and airplane and bathing 
suit styles on flight from L. A. to 
Palm Springs by Fox. 

‘Beautiful Banff and Lake Louise,” 


Fitzpatrick Travel-talk in color 
(Metre), was short feature on bill. 
Wear. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 9. 
This week’s Keith show is a blend 


~ of the Jackie Coogan-Betty Grable 


unit, with some extra talent for sup- 
port, and it all comes out bonded 
stock. 

Coogan and Miss Grable get top 
billing and ace spots in the routin- 
ing, but they have plenty opposition 
for honors in Joe Morrison, Armida 
and the Three Nonchalants. 

Coogan m.c.’s most of the show, 
grins a lot, plays around in a scene 
with the California Collegians, and 
surprises with some hoofing in duo 
with Miss Grable. She, in turn, 
proves she can sing and dance ade- 
quately and outshine most blondes 
in vaude on looks. ’ 

Although Coogan skillfully avoid- 
ed the sterotyped Hollywood speech, 
Joe Morrison, after socking with a 
rep of pop tunes, slipped a cog when 
he curtained an invitation for ‘all 
you people to please look me up if 
you ever come to the Coast.’ This 
Stirred up an ‘Oh, yeah!’ in the 
house. On his singing Morrison 
Stands out like a million. 

Three Nonchalants, rough-house, 
yet clean-cut, tumbling,  risley- 
perch team, are new to this section. 
Smart-looking in light gray street 
clothes, these lads lay off the vul- 
sarity and concentrate on comedy 


‘md emourt acrobatic work, Routine 
tudes about everything possibie 
‘out equipment, but the gasper 


Malcolm Campbell. 


is the final triple stand perch, end- 
ing in a fall forward with the top 
man shooting the width of the 
stage, A big asset to this show. 

Armida is introduced by a Span- 
ish line number by the 24 ‘Holly- 
wood Danting Debutantes’ (held 
over from last week), sings a couple 
of numbers and impersonates Lupe 
Velez and Dolores Del Rio. Difficult 
to distinguish between the two im- 
pressions which might have been 
too subtle for other than Hollywood 
consumption. Mexican miss can still 
scorch a song, and in this depart- 
ment she wows. 

California Collegians, in town a 
few months ago, and even with a 
condensed routine they’re whammo 
‘as a novelty orchesira, Collegians 
also supply some musical backup for 
hoofing and a scene to demonstrate 
a piay-back. 

Much praise is due the scene rep- 
resenting the filming of a picture. 
Lights, camera and sound boom all 
look authentic, lending the right at- 
mosphere to an almost true-to-ilfe 
scene taking. Warren Wilson, direc- 
tor, takes Josephine Dix, Jackie and 
Betty, and Walter McGrail through 
paces on a sound stage, after Wil- 
son explains the terms he is about 
to use in‘the sequence. Scene is 
built around McGrail, who -clutters 
and bungles the shooting with his 
lethargy. 

Line girls have three rather con- 
ventional but well-rehearsed num- 
bers, all enhanced by colorful, fresh 
costuming. 

Show, running a bit long (85 
mins.), when caught, can easily be 
trimmed without pulling its punch. 

Screen, ‘Red Salute’ (Col). Foz. 


SHEA’S, TORONTO 


Toronto, Jan. 11. 

With Jerry Shea reviving his 
policy of lengthy stage shows and 
insisting that vaudeville turns don't 
earn their pay envelopes in this house 
by walking on and oit and don't even 
justify their talents, this bill runs 
72 mins, and is still to be stepped 
up on time-expenditure. Harry 
Anger is back as production chief 
and the line-girls, under Marjorie 
Hartoin’s direction, have done the 
prodigal act. Pat Rooney and Pat 
Rooney 3d are the headliners, with 
Reynolds and White crowding them 
on audience reception. Most of the 
bill is vaudeville in the traditional 
style and a fine blend of entertain- 
ment that had no trouble getting 
over when caught. 

Traveller parts on aé_ cocktail 
lounge in full-stage with the Smart 

‘oursome, two men and two 
girls in tails and black evening 
gowns, finishing a harmony warble 
as the line girls in white silver 
spangled gowns follow with a hot 
routine and Maureen Reo, unbille< 
statuesque blonde in white, out for 
hi-kicks in waltz tempo and scor- 
ing on grace and striking appear- 
ance. S. S. Foursome close the scene 
with a harmony medley, this includ- 
ing ‘Music Goes Round’ and a scat 
finish, 

Red Donahue and his trick mule 
trail in ‘one.’ It’s standard and still 
sure of good returns. Line is back 
before full-stage yellow drapes in 
black costumes and fantastic head 
dresses for modernistic rhythmics 
and shadow effects, strong on pre- 
cision and dramatic groupings that 
get a nice hand at the finish. Then 
Barbara Belmore on with two gi- 
gantic fans and in long white cos- 
tume for manipulations aid into an 
acrobatic finish. Roy, Lee and 
Dunn next for a soft shoe tap, a 
face slapping break-up, two of the 
lads doing a drunk dance in con- 
certo, and clinching with the trio 
doing a dummy-dance as finish. 

Girls back in long yellow gowns 
for a soft shoe, Maureen Rio trail- 
ing for a tap and backflips. Then 
Reynolds and White in comedy un- 
iforms for varied instrument play- 
ing and sure-fire in an act they’ve 
been doing for years. Trick finish 
in which costume-transformation 
reveals half of the act as a woman 
still gets over with the uninitiates 
and gets a socko reception. All a 
nice build-up to the Rooney en- 
trance, with pop still showing the 
youngsters what soft dancing really 
should be, this accentuated by 
Rooney 3d duplicating his father’s 
steps but coming down much more 
heavily on the boards. The ‘Rosie 
O’Grady’ routine stopped the show 
when caught: ditto the back-to- 
back effect. 
over big and had to beg off. 

Full stage finish has the girls on 
in Bowery togs for a diluted Rooney 
routine and everyone on for cur- 
tain. Nice biz at opening. Feature, 
‘Charlie Chan’s Secret’ (20th-Fox). 

McStay. 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 2. 

Francis » A. Mangan’s holiday 
stage show here—his last for this 
Paris venture—runs nearly half an 
hour and drags. 

It’s in two parts, first a ballet led 
by Hara Dian’, plus the line, and 
second a Christmas toy shop ta- 
bleau. 

Fred Woodward, with his daugh- 
ter. Didi Dax, and Bobby Benda, 
does his nule act, plus acro danc- 
ing by Bobby and French patter by 
Didi. Act is billed as ‘L’'Eclope’ 
(‘Pegles') and mule has a wooden 
leg. 

Doris Niles contributes 
‘Spanish doll dance. 

Okay for holiday trade, 














with a 


Stern. 


Father and son went 





National, Louisville 


Louisville, Jan. 10. 
In answer to the query, ‘When 
will vaude come back,’ the National 
has assembled a layout of acts that 
sell on their merit, and the only 
reply to that question, speaking for 
Louisville audiences, is ‘It is back.’ 


Of course, the pit orchestra is 
spotted upstage in a nice set (they 
sound better up there than in the 
pit), and the acts are introed by an 
m.c. Then there’s a line of six girls 
who are on for about four routines, 
as well as two girls whc step out 
from the line to do a dance. 


Bill, nicely put together, opens 
with a nifty tap routine by the 
Beatrice Gardner Girls, six of them, 
and while it’s pretty hard to dress 
the stage with that small number, 
they are okay and doing their best. 

Don Galvan, Spanish guitarist, in- 
troes himself as m.c. and said he’s 
glad to be back in Louisville. This 
brought titters, as local rags carried 
plenty about year ago or so, when 
Galvan appeared at another theatre. 
It seems that Galvan serenaded a 
woman patron with a love song. The 
lady took offense and filed suit 
against Galvan and the theatre, al- 
leging she had suffered ‘extreme 
embarrassment’ and ‘humiliation, 
and sued for quite a sum. Galvan 
made no mention of the incident 
here. 

Meyers and St. John, man and 
woman, are on for some acro-danc- 
ing, with some comedy worked in. 
Femme clicks with her dancing, and 
her partner indulges in some loose 
jointed leg swinging, very well done. 

Next is Monroe Brothers, trampo- 
line performers, highly praised by 
the emcee, who told the audience 
that the boys open in England in 
three weeks. Lads then on in tramp 
outfits, and deliver several good 
comedy bits new to the patrons 
here. They have audience turning 


loose plenty of laughs, and go light- | 


ly .on the mat bouncing, although 
demonstrating that they know their 
stuff. Got a big hand. 

Another act bullish on the laugh 
side is Eddie Hanley and Company. 
Hanley turns in a rib tickling click, 
with his mugging, sharpshooting bit 
with his stooge partner, and a 
comedy adagio dance with femme 
partner. It’s all extremely well 
handled, and Hanley knows how to 
sell it, although music and light 
cues were clumsily worked at show 
caught. 

Finale has the girls on for a nov- 
elty dance, wearing large, grotesque 
mardi gras heads. Had difficulty 
keeping in line, for the reason that 
the girls couldn’t see very well 
through the masks, and were con- 
tinually bumping into each other. 
But this handicap really helped 
rather than detracted, for the 
bumps only made the figures more 
funny. 

Present bill in for four days only, 
balance of week to be double fea- 
ture film policy. Biz good at first 
show Friday. Picture, ‘Cappv Ricks 
Returns’ (Rep). Wiede. 


ALVIN, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jai. 10. 

This HarriS-owned de luxer is 
still casting about for a permanent 
policy and a paying one. So far 
this season house has dabbled 
among single features, double fea- 
tures and combo stage-screen at- 
tractions, some on full week, others 
on four days. The current bill goes 
them one better, or perhaps worse— 
it’s in for three days. 

Strategy of management in this 
respect continues to be quite puzz- 
ling. For one thing, it’s the best 
stage layout Alvin has dug up in a 
blue moon. But there’s not a name 
among the five acts that can be 
counted as ready cash at the local 
box office. It’s a cinch the mob will 
go out and rave about the bill, but 
by the time the raves get around 
and the crowds start coming, they’ll 
be too late. 

On Broadway a line-up including 
Eddie Garr, Everett Marshall, Five 
Cabin Kids, Thelma Leeds and Six 
Danwills would mean something. 
But in the sticks they’re all doubt- 
ful b.o. at the getaway. Opening 
show seemed to bear this out. 
Downstairs was just a little better 
than half full with the balcony 
practically barren. 

Nothing wrong on the entertain- 
ment end, with everything running 
off smoothly despite short rehearsal 
time and each act a click. Garr 
serves as m.c., being introduced via 
mike by Bernie Armstrong foliowing 
latter’s organlog, and does a neat 
job of it, likewise registering a solid 
click with his impersonations. 
Imitators these days are a nickel a 
dozen, due to Major Bowes and the 
other network Ccslumbuses, but 
Garr’s enough of an expert to elim- 
inate the curse of comparison. 

Opening has Harris, Claire and 
Shannon, two girls and a man, in 
a ballroom routine that has class 
and charm. They’re followed by the 
Cabin Kids, five colored youngsters, 
the littlest a natural deadpan clown, 
who sock cleanly with their low- 
down harmonizing. House may have 
thought it was giving tots a break 
by injecting in bill one of their Edu- 


cational shorts, but just the opposite. 


seems true. Two-reeler went on be- 
fore show and took the edge off 
themp although fortunately not 





Balaban Appeals from 
Chi Dearborn Decision 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


Local courts last week decided 
that the Marshall Field estate has 
full claim to the Dearborn theatre 
and could oust Harry Balaban from 
the property despite the Balaban 
claim that he has nine more years 
to go on his lease on the northside 
house. Court, however, permitted 
Balaban to enter an appeal, on post- 
ing of $20,000 bond, which was com- 
plied with. 

Field estate desires the property 
to be turned over to the Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer firm for opera- 
tion. 


Mpls. Admish Wrangle 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

There’s consternation among indie 
neighborhood exhibitors here as re- 
sult of Publix reducing the night 
admission price at the Loring, one 
of its bigger and more elaborate up- 
town houses, and several other 
neighborhood theatres from 25 to 
15c. Northwest Allied States sent 
Stan Kane, its executive secretary, 
to confer with John J. Friedl, Publix 
circuit general manager, regarding 
the situation. The latter stated that 
conditions in the particular spots 
involved necessitated the drop. The 
frequent stage shows downtown is 
hurting the neighborhood houses 
nearest the loop. 

There is no intention at this time 
to alter the downtown price sched- 
ules which were upped at the start 
of the current season, in part due to 
the insistence of independent neigh- 
borhood exhibitors. Independents 
feel that the trend of scales should 
be toward higher levels and they 
fought successfully for an increased 
admission for stage shows in con- 
junction with pictures at the 
Publix and Singer houses, Publix 
and the Singer Orpheum also set 
the time for changing from matinee 











to night prices at 5 p.m., instead of 


6:30 p.m., as formerly, and Friedl 
set a 55c. top, instead of the usual 
40c. for straight pictures at his 
4,200-seat Minnesota theatre and he 
has scaled several outstanding pic- 
tures at other houses at 55c. The 
Orpheum is doing the same thing 
this week with ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion.’ > 





enough to make too much of a dif- 
ference. 

Thelma Leeds, last-minute sub- 
stitution for Ella Logan, is another 
cinch. Starts off slowly but works 
herself into a bonafide hit. Has a 
corking pair of pipes, a swell de- 
livery and a comeliness that rate 
her a distinctive addition to the 
younger torch artists. To break up 
the vocal stuff a bit, Harris, Claire 
and Shannon come back on for their 
second number, another classy piece 
of ballroomology, and that brings 
on Marshall next-to-closing. Singer, 
recently back from Hollywood, is 
still 100% on voice, and if he ever 
gets away from chewing up the 
scenery, should be a cinch in any 
medium. 

Six Danwills bring down a cork- 
ing curtain with their acrobatic 
stuff. One of the most talented and 
exciting acts of its kind around. 
Jerry Mayhall’s band on stage, but 
the eight-piece outfit looks lost 
stretched out across the platform 
and might do better in pit. 

Picture, ‘Great Impersonation’ (U). 

Cohen. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 10. 


Bill Robinsor took all his tappsi- 
cory gleaned from the Harlem 
chythm bayous away from the pic- 
ture studios for a week to aid Al 
Lyons and his Cocoanut Grove or- 
chestra to put on a real hot show. 

Capable presentation, hour in 
length, but it’s mostly band, with 
Robinson filling in nice spot with 
patter, dance and song. Audience 
goes for Robinson in big way, and 
house was three-fourths capacity at 
second show. It’s Lyon’s second 
week at the spot. 

Featured artists in the band in- 
clude Judy Starr, Nick Cochrane, 
Bob Rogers and Neil Castagnoli. 
Former is attractive blonde, toy- 
sized singer, who puts over ‘Music 
Goes ’Round and ’Round’ with a 
bang. She and Cochrane do a tune- 
ful duet of ‘Moon Over Miami.’ 
Cochrane reaps much applause with 
his comical ‘Pretty Woman.’ Fan- 
chonettes, precision chorus, do three 
numbers. 

After Robinson does his ‘African 
Hula’ conception of ‘Continental,’ 
girls return with a repeat version 
of ‘Truckin’’ which they 
coupla weeks ago. 
Robinson is in front and it 
over with a wham. 

‘If You Could Only Cool’ (Cots 
screen. Have. 





goes 


did aj 
3ut this time | 





SPARKS COMBATS DIXIE 
FAIRS AS B.0. OPPOSISH 


A veteran agitator against oppose 
sition amusement or sports vene 
tures, which set up against theatres 
in an allegedly unfair manner, E. J, 


Sparks is now campaigning against 
efforts of carnival interests to pro« 
mote local organizations for formaa 
tion of fairs with the view to escapa 
ing the payment of license taxes, 
An effort in this direction by cara 
nival men at Bradenton, Fla., has 
been licked, with Sparks interests 
invoking the aid of local newse 
papers in fighting the tax-escaping 
maneuvers. 

Believing that the carnival plan 
to set up local fairs in avoiding in- 
come taxes is something that may 
not only affect the rest of Florida, 
in which Sparks is the largest the- 
atre operator, but other states as 
well, he has sent out a mimeo- 
graphed brochure warning of the 
situation to all of his own managers 
and other southern circuit oper- 
ators. Sparks contends that ‘we 
never know when it will be neces- 
sary in any of the towns to combat 
a similar situation.’ 


F. P.-Can. Realignments 


Winnipeg, Jan. 14. 
Famous Players Canadian shuf- 
fling managerial staff, principally 


western_division. John Hazza, in 
charge of all territory between the 
Great Lakes and the Pacific coast, 
moved to general manager for Cal- 
gary division. Succeeds H. M. 
Thomas. Ray Tubman, up to now 
in charge of the Capitol, Ottaw 

and several other F-P houses in tha 
territory, takes over Winnipeg dis- 
trict, vacated by Hazza. Harold 
Bishop has been moved to Capitol, 
Montreal. H. Dahn, present man- 
ager of the Montreal Cap, made 
general supervisor of Ottawa terri- 
tory. 

Vaudeville, after several weeks’ 
try at the Capitol, on the main stem 
of town, will be moved back again 
to the Winnipeg, Orpheum, not pay- 
ing as well at the larger house. 
Larry Graburn, former manager of 
the Capitol and present major domo 
of the Orpheum, will remain at that 
post to handle the new vaud and 
double-bill policy of that house. 
Jack Purves, imported from Sud- 
bury, Ontario, to handle the Orphe- 
um and later moved to the Capitol 
with the change of vaudeville, will 
remain at the larger house to guide 
the double-bill features. 

Slated for Jan. 13 is. conference 
of wesern F-P managers, idea being 
to meet the newly appointed chief 
and also to mull over present poli- 
cies. Scheduled to be in town at 











-that time is N. L. Nathenson, Fa- 


mous’ Canadian chief from the east. 


Reade’s 2,350-Seater in 
New Brunswick; $400,000 


Walter Reade is building a new 
large-capacity house in New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., which will be added to 
the Reade Trenton-New Brunswick 
group, operated by RKO. This 
string now numbers six in Trenton 
and two in New Brunswick. 

Around $400,000 will be spent in 
the construction of Reade’s third 
house for New Brunswick which 
will be modern in construction with 
a full glass front, a la the restau- 
rant idea, and to seat 2,350. Site is 
on Albany street, downtown. Plans 
to open Aug. 15. This theatre will 
supplant the State as first run. 
Reade’s other house in N. B. oper- 
ated by RKO is the Rivoli. 


Hopton Directs Oat 
~ Opus with Maynard 


. . Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

As result of his direction on 
‘Black Gold,’ Russell Hopton has re- 
ceived a term contract from Maurice 
Conn, 

Hopton will do the next Ken 
Maynard production, ‘Valley of 
Terror, slated for cameras at Talis- 
man studio Jan. 19. George Sayre 
is scripting James Oliver Curwood 
story. 











F-WC Heads in Frisco 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 
Charles P, Skouras, Bud Lollier, 
George Topper and John Bertero of 
Fox-West Coast spent the week in 
San Francisco” discassing exhib 
preblems, > 
Also inspocted remodeling of the- 


tre at Salinas, 
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Directed by Aubrey Scotte>Supervised by Victor Zobel- Original Story 
by Wallace MacDonaid—Screenpley by Gordon Rigby and Lester Cole 
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London's Bis Holiday Bir: ‘Ghost,’ 


Mutiny; Top Hat’ Head B.O, Parade 








; London, Jan. &. 

Holiday business in London was 
hot, perhaps hotter than in years. 

This was partly accountable to 
the number of new and important 
pictures coming in, and partly gen- 
eral optimism. 

Biggest hit was Rene Cliair’s 
‘Ghost Goes West,’ (London-UA), 
which claimed 98% capacity over 
the holiday, at the Leicester 
Square. 

Empire's ‘Mutiny'\on the Bounty’ 
(MG), opened slightly higher than 
the Metro theatre’s ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody’ (MG), which’, lasted three 
weeks at an averagesof $50,000 a 
week, Whether ‘Bounty’ will last 
the pace to the same tune is an- 
other matter, as the London press 
was mostly lukewarm. 

Carlton, with “Top Hat’ (RKO) in 
its third month, did well for a 
small capacity fixed-time house. 
Picture comes out Jan. 6 after beat- 
ing the ‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) fig- 
ures, 

While no theatre did bad busi- 
ness, one or two could have done 
higher. 

Capitol was not a rave with the 
home-made comedy, ‘Foreign Af- 
faires,, nor was the Tivoli out- 
standing with ‘Thanks a Millicn’ 
(20th), which came off immediately 
after the holiday week to he re- 
placed by ‘King of the Datrhned’ 
(G-B). 

Plaza found ‘Mary Burns, Fugi- 
tive’ (Par) almost too much for a 
fortnightly stay, and replaced with 
Colbert's ‘Boss’ (Col). 

London Pavilion found Miriam 
Hopkins in ‘Splendor’ (UA) a sub- 
holiday attraction, particularly with 
a press panning. 


Rome Permits First 
Cinema for Foreign 


Films in Original 


Rome, Jan. 2. 

New Cinema, first in Italy to 
wangle permission to show foreign 
films in the original language, has 
opened here. 

Until now, no theatre in Italy has 
been allowed to show film in any 
language other than Italian; even 
film with Italian written subtitles, 
but with foreign spoken dialog, were 
forbidden. New Cinema will be al- 
lowed to display films in the original 
languages to experts, artists, stu- 
dents and foreign diplomats. 

Opening feature is ‘Becky Sharp’ 
(RKO). 

Under direction of architect Mar- 
cello Piacentini, cinema is spotted 
in the old Quirinetta theatre, com- 
pletely redecorated and enlarged. 
It can seat 350. Performances two- 
a-day. 


LONDON THEATRE 
BATTLE GROWS HOT 


London, Jan. 14. 

The new year started here with 
an even more bitter fight for cinema 
ownership supremacy than was 
waged through most of the past 
year. Oscar Deutsch is acquiring 
and building new houses. Fred 
Bernhard, now controlling nearly 
150, is getting ready to build some 
more. Donada likewise is extend- 
ing. . 

Gaumont-British, despite rumors 
of its controlling the Hyams chain, 
is buying or building six supers 
around London. All the big circuits 
are fighting for control of the 
Moorehouse cinemas, numbering 
around 60, in Lancashire. 

John. Maxwell, head of Associated 
British Cinemas (BIP) recently ac- 
quired 12 new ones and is negotiat- 
ing for 14 more, besides having an 
even half dozen in course of con- 
Struction. The Maxwell circuit is 
shortly issuing a big hunk of unused 
debenture shares and it is figured 
‘eo control 300 cinemas before Easter. 


SIGN 3 FOR MEZ PIC 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 

















Landi Vice Chaplin 


London, Jan. 14. 
‘Koenigsmark’ (Capitol), film 
starring Elissa Landi and produced 
in Paris, in English and French 


versions, has been taken by Arthur 
W. Jarrett, head Gaumont-British 
booker, and marked in at the Tivoli 
to open Thursday (16). That was 
the date originally skedded for the 
Chaplin film. 

‘Koenigsmark’ 
Cc. M. Woolf. 


PAR, M-G BURN 
AND COOL 
AT HAGUE 


The Hague, Jan. 4. 

Both Metro and Paramount did 
an about face in their respective de- 
cisions to resign as members of 
Biloscoopbond (Netherlands Cinema 
Association) last week, when the 
board considered informing its exhib 
members to discontinue showings of 
the product of these two American 
companies. 

Association had issued an order 
prohibiting the erection of new the- 
atres for one year. This edict, ex- 
tended for an additional three 
months, nettled Metro, which haa 
planned construction of a new 
house here. When special dispen- 
sation was not forthcoming, Metro 
decided to withdraw from Bioscoop- 
bond and Paramount said it would 
follow suit. 

Before counter move of the asso- 
ciation was launched, the rebels 
changed their minds. Par’s Central 
European manager hotfooted it to 
Amsterdam for a confab with the 
board, resulting in a compromise, 


NEW HUNGARIAN GOV'T 
BILL SHUTS CINEMAS 


Budapest, Jan. 3. 

Six picture theatres in large pro- 
vincial towns went dark just be- 
fore Christmas on account of a 
Home Office decree that persons 
possessing exhibitors’ licenses may 
no longer enter into or renew part- 
nership contracts. 

Home Office distributed these H- 
censes as a reward for political ser- 
vices or on personal grounds to 
people who had no inkling of pic- 
ture biz. They kept going by taking 
unto themselves partners with the 
necessary cash and experience in 
business. 

Now Home Office says that since 
the license only gives the govern- 
ment control over the licensee, but 
leaves the partner a free hand, con- 
sent to such partnership contracts 
will in future be refused. Just in 
what way government wishes to ex- 
ercise control is a mystery. 

Result is closing down of theatres 
where former partnership contracts 
have expired. 


Court Nicks Par for 
Canning Dave Souhami 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

Paris court has awarded David 
Souhami $60,000 damages, plus costs, 
for ‘motiveless discharge’ by Para- 
mount. Souhami was head of Par's 
local offices for a number of years 
and had signed an undated resig- 
nation when accepting the job, fill- 
ing in the date when the time came. 
It was this action that the court 
particularly objected to. 

Paramount has 26 days in which 


ig distributed by 




















to appeal the decision, which, it 2; 
understood, it will do 
Hummei to S. A. 
J. S. Hummel, foreign sales chief | 
for Warner. left New York Dee. 9 





Antonio 
and Barry 
Mexico City 


Moreno, Lupita Tovar 
Norton are going to 
to appear in pix for 


Jose Bohr. 
Mexican producer also is sockine | 
Guster Keaton for comedies. ls 


{for a business tr > to Rio de J 
Trained to 


aniero. 
Florida, where he em- 
barked ona inne ‘for the remainder 
of the journey 

Plans to use air as much as pos- 
sible during tlie tip. 


‘Ingratitude’ 


Mexico City, Jan, 14. 

Suit for $2,500 has been filed 
against a cinema operator in 
Leon, Guanajuato state, a 
large footwear manufacturinz 
center. Plaintiff alleges the ex- 
hibitor promised several years 
ago to admit him and his nu- 
merous family gratis. to his 
cinema at all shows as a token 
of gratitude for an unnamed 
service. After extending the 
courtesy for six years, exhib- 
itor decided to call a halt. So 
plaintiff asks the $2,590 as balm 
for ‘ingratitude and injured 
digniiy. 


PIONEER BRITISH PIC 
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London, Jan. 5. 

Passing of a pioneering picture 
concern went practically unnotice1 
here when Sir Gordon Craig, pre- 
siding at a stockholders’ meeting of 
New Era National Pictures, Ltd., 
voted for liquidation of the concern. 

New Era's history goes back 15 
or more years. At one time it was 
the chief production outfit in the 
country, making a fortune out of a 
series of war films, ‘Mons,’ ‘Zee- 
brugge,” ‘The Somme,’ and the like, 
most of them straight reproduction 
of scenes from the battle, illustrated 
by moving maps. 

Craig in his final curtain speech 
pointed out the hopeless position of 
the indie in the British production 
field. Craig is no relation to Gordon 
Craig, theatrical impresario and 
producer, who lives in semi-retire- 
ment in Europe. 


FRIEDLAND QUITS U; 
PARIS CONVENTION 


Paris, Jan. 5. 

Under the presidency of N. L. 
Manheim, Universal foreign sales 
chief, U's European agents met in 
a convention in Paris last . week. 
Particular subject of discussion was 
putting across ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion.’ 


Resignation of Max Friedland, 
Laemmle relative, as Universal's 
continental chief, was announced, 
and Sigmart Kusiel presented as 
Friedland’s successor. Kusiel’s last 
post was as head of Hispano-Ameri- 
can Films at Barcelona. Headquar- 
ters of Friedlan has been in London. 

Those who attended the meeting 
were A. Peres (Paris), P. Schiller, 
(Prague), H. Gussen (Stockholm), 
M. Gojchrach (Warsaw), Charles 
Weill (Brussels) and B. P. Sislian. 


B. I. Sells Out 


London, Jan. 14. 

Although no date was set for the 
proposed $5,000,000 debenture share 
issue by British International, the 
entire issue has been underwritten 
at a premium and the banking house 
which underwrote it has no shares 
left for the general public. 
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Mire Argmmcats on Pullen © 
As Court Names ‘Investigator’; 
: ink cy Feared Next Step 





Ambitions Mex 


Mexico City, Jan. 14. 
Mexico pic producers propose to 
undertake their most ambitious 
program in 1936, the sixth year of 
the life of the local film industry. 
Producers plan a total of 75 fea- 
tures and 40 shorts this year. Out- 
put in 1935 was 40 features and 22 
shorts. A Mexican newsreel is to 
be revived on a more expansive 
basis, too. 


G-B 10 DISTRIB 
WOOLF PIX 
IN U.S. 


London, Jan. 14. 

Gaumont-British is practically set 
to distribute Charles M. Woolf's 
local productions in America. Woolf 
used to be the G-B g. m. before he 
struck out on his own a few months 
ago. 

Deal is understood to involve 
about 26 pictures annually, of which 
G-B will have its choice, with turn- 
down clauses due to limitation of 
markets which affect its own local 
productions as well. 

Woolf is also understood dickering 
to acquire solid English distribu- 
tion rights for Universal pictures. 
If going through, it means that Uni- 
versal will probably cljose its local 
offices and move a skeletonized staff 
into the new Woolf building being 
erected on Wardour street. 


DUCE OKAYS PROJECT | 
OF NEW ROME STUDIO 


Rome, Jan. 2. 

Rome is to have a new motion 
picture studio, work on which will 
start in the next few days. Outfit 
will comprise 30 buildings, extend- 
ing over €0 hectares of ground, and 
will contain modern technical equip- 
ment. When finished, it will the 
biggest moving picture studio estab- 
lishment on the continent, it is 
claimed. 

Prexy of Cinematographic Estab- 
lishments, Inc. (CINES), Signor 
Roncoroni, and architect Peressutti 
have presented the construction 
plans to Mussolini, Duce gave his 
o.k. to the plans. 

Some parts of the new estab- 
lishment will be ready for work in 
the course of 1936. Final inaugura- 
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British colony is making big plans 
for Mayfair Club’s supper dance to 
be held Jan. 25. Swank white cards, 
the length of a table top, invite 
members to attend. White is the 
order of the evening for women, and 
the money the gais are planning to 
spend is no small potatoes. Hair- 
dressers have been engaged weeks 
ahead and studio designers, as wll 
as other favored stylists of the ccl- 
ony, have been working overtime 
trying to outdo each other. 

Among Britishers who will slow 
in this setting are Merle Obero-i. 





on the board of governors: Les.ie 
Howard, on the board of directors: 
Paul Cavanagh, who will escort his 
sister, Lady Paget (and leaves | 
shortly after for his first visit to 
England in four years); (. Kyle! 
Bellew, Charles Chaplin and Monck- 
ton Hosse. 





| Juliet.’ 


Ronald, 
working 


son of Leslie Howard, is 
as an extra in ‘Romew and 
He dresses with the extras 
;eats with ‘he mob, aad sneaks to his 
| father only when they re driving to 
and from the studio. 

Herbert Mundin regrets—he 
not- grow a beara for ‘Under Two 


CnMe 


' England, 
‘loved dor, 
‘from the first litter, 
i Coxon, 


Present shareholders bought upj|tion, however, will not be until 
the whole new batch of paper. 1937. 
Brit in Hollywood 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 Flags.’ The only man in the pro- 


duction without, he tells a story of 
trying for five months to grow a 
mustache for ‘Cava.cade.’ 

Colin Tapley, for the first time 
since he suffered a concussion try- 
ing to make a parachute jump, is 
taking up flying and expects to re- 
ceive a license shortly, 

The desert is calling. Mona Bar- 
rie has packed her sunsuits and gone 
to Palm Springs. And Herbert 
Marshall has deserted the film col- 
ony for a desert hideaway. Wendy 
Barrie, returning from a vacation ‘n 
Del Monte, is visiting her r >ther 
and sister in Palm Springs. 

Merle Oberon ill with the flu and 
Ida Lupings laid up with tonsilitis. 

Binnie Barnes to be in Metro's 
‘Small Town Girl.’ 

And Mary Ellis will be starred in 
Walter Wanger's ‘Brazen.’ 


(ee 


Paris, Jen. 5. 

Step which it is feared may lead 
to the bankruptcy of Pathe-Natan 
was taken by the Commerce Tri- 
bunal in appointing M. Coutant ‘in- 
vestigating receiver’ into the affairs 
of the company. 

Concern is already run by a judi- 
cial administration, appointed by the 
court. Coutant will look into solv- 
ency of affair, and if he finds con- 
ditions unsatisfactory will 
suspension of payments. 

This apparently is the direct 
result of bankruptcy of the P-N 
theatre-holding subsidiary, Societe 
de Gerance des Cinemas Pathe, and 
of the plea by J. Mauger, latter's re- 
ceiver, that P-N’s general guaranty 
of the subsidiary’s obligations be put 
into effect, 

Opposing this, Pathe-Natan stock- 
holders will contend that the general 
guaranty does not exist, because 
although voted by the board of di- 
rectors it was never ratified by the 
stockholders, and (they contend) the 
board has no legal right, under the 
company’s charter, to undertake 
such an obligation. This contention 
is expected by the stockholder’s ad- 
visers to be sufficient to stave off 
bankruptcy of the parent company, 
whose financial situation has been 
considerably improved under recent 
operation. Figures of past months 
prove that business is sound, they 
say, provided it is not saddied with 
obligations that don't belong to it. 

Court Maintains 

Despite the legal objections of 
Robert Dirler, stockholder, and .M. 
Pioton, judicial administrator of 
Pathe Cinema, a local court main- 
tained bankruptcy of the P-N thea- 
tre-holding subsidiary, and ¥F, Mau- 
ger, receiver of the subsid, brought 
an action against the parent com- 
pany invoking the latter’s guaranty. 

Meanwhile, Dirler, president of the 
P-N stockholders’ protective, is re- 
newing his pleas for a stockholders’ 
meeting at which he can be chosen 
to head the business, insisting that 
if this happens he will be able to 
satisfy creditors and pull the com- 
pany out of its jam. 

Despite the bankruptcy of the So- 
ciete de Gerance, the Pathe chain of 
theatres will be kept open, by order 
of the court for at least two months, 
and operated by the receiver. 
does away with fears that the chief 
assets of P-N would disappear as 
a result of the subsidiary’s bank- 
ruptcy, and at the same time dis- 
appoints those who were expecting 
to be able to buy up some theatres 
cheap. 

Bit of a storm in local film circles 
was created when Henri Klarsfeld, 
head of Paramount’s sales here, was 
named to check up on the Gerance 
receiver in the interests of the credi- 
tors. French law calls for the ap- 
pointment of watchers over the 
watcher. Trouble arose when it was 
learned that the rep of an American 
company had this job, still more be- 
cause Klarsfeld is vice-president of 
the distrib’s organization headed by 
Georges Lourau, Tobis chief. on 
whith the former Chambre Syndi- 
cale outfit is particularly down. 
Klarsfeld finally dropped the job, 
to be replaced by H. Roussillon, 
French distributor, 


GAUMONT-ELYSEES AS 
MG PARIS SHOWCASE 


Paris, Jan. 5. 
After a long search, Metro has at 
last found a showcase in Paris to 
replace the Madeleine, recently 
turned back to the Gaumont cir- 
cult. Hakim Brothers have handed 


order 











One of Henry Wilcoxon's fans in | 
having read about his be- 
wrote asking for a pup! 
teplied Wil- 
‘The dog's name is Peter.’ 


Film colony is looking forward to 
jthe expected visit of Jessie Mat- 
thews. Plans for 


entertaining ont 


british star are already under wat 


over the lease to the Elysee Gau- 
mont, upper Champs - Elysees 
horse, and Metro will commence its 
operation with ‘Broadway Melody 
of 1236." 

New showcase is far from. the 
popular film district in which the 
| Medeleine is situated, and is more 
suited to presentation of original 
versions than try-outs of dubbed 
pictures. Metro's policy at the Mad- 
éleien for a long while was to show 
French language pix only, although 
ioward the end this was not econ- 
stanil adhered to. 
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Hustling in Balto 


Baltimore. 

Herb Morgan, in exploiting ‘Riff- 
raft’ (MG), current at Loew’s Cen- 
tury, stressed the fact that star 
Jean Harlow has dyed her locks 
from w.k. milk-whiteness te ‘honey- 
brown.’ As a start on subject, Mor- 
gan persuaded featured femme 
warbler with orch in burg’s most 
popular nitery to ‘be the first girt 
in Balto’ to follow trail blazed by 
Miss Harlow in acquiring a ‘honey- 
brown. Got the News-Post to use 
copy and art on the story. 

Also conducting a contest with 
newspaper, soliciting from public 
the ideal name for Miss Harlow’s 
newly colored hair. Further, had 
two co-op newspaper ads from 
Gotham hose; 250 New Day cigar ad 
strips promoted and gummed up as 
displays in. cigar stores; had slew 
of window display fashion blowups. 

Biggest stunt was absolute pro- 
motion of booth space at Federal 
Housing Administration Home- 
Show held in Armory here. There 
were 157 other booths dressed up, 
but rest paid for space. Morgan did 
up his booth in flashy style and got 
in excellent licks, being only the- 
atre represented in place. Show ran 
eight days, playing to over 80,000 
visitors. 

Had a dept. store. give away at 
beauty salon stills of Harlow with 
each hair-dyeing job purchased by 
customers. Also a transcription pe- 
riod of 15 mins. as well as quantity 
of spots on WCAO. ~. 

Nearly two years ago when 
‘House of Rothschild’ (20th) was 
released, press department tied in 
Ridgeway Tea Co. on a natfonal 
hookup campaign. Ads fostered by 
tea company carried cut from pic 
and copy. my Ko) 

Ads are still used here in Balto, 
chiefly in street cars and busses, 
Longest length tie-in campaign any 
film has ever had around here. Pic 
hasn't been shown on a Balto screen 
for ahout a year. — 

Stirred "Em Up 

Frank La Falce stirred things up 
in Washington when he campaigned 
‘Crime and Punishment’ at the Met- 
ropolitan. 

He started off with letters to the 
editors of the photoplay sections of 
all the local papers. ‘There were 
several to the set, all: protesting 
that only one academy award ‘was 
given for the best performance of 
the year and urging greater gen- 
erosity. Nothing said about the 
title until the last note, which -in- 
vited the editors to a special screen- 
ing in the private projection room. 

This was backed up by a similar 
appeal to the public, urging all and 
sundry to sign their names to a pe- 
tition to the academy to give joint 
award to Arnold and Lorree, To 
back this a petition sheet was 
placed in the lobby. 

etition was sent to Columbia 
with the suggestion it be sent along 
to the academy. Probably no dice, 
but the stunt sold the picture very 
largely at the capital. 





For Leap Year 


Union City. 

Capitol is staging a Leap Year 
birthday spread in the house on 
Feb. 29, and management is out to 
gather as many persons celebrating 
on that date as possible. Hudson 
Dispatch, local sheet, has taken to 
the idea, and is co-operating fully. 
House has had several front-page 
stories, and there’s regular copy to 
be inserted all along up to the 
party date itself. 

Persons are requested to register 
either at the theatre or newspaper. 
Management also dickering to get 
some film stars over to assist in the 
celebration. E. D. Yarbrough is 
house manager, directing the stunt. 
Founded on Al Woods gag for ‘Night 
of Jan. 16.’ 


Music Stands Hel 


Lincoln. 

Extreme unlikeliness of the Stu- 
art’s fiinding use for the ornate 
music stands used by the house’s 
one time 25-piece band, saw them 
put to some use in exploitation in 
the foyer of the house. 

Flicker lights have been put in the 
music box and thin white j-aper with 
coming attraction signs painted on, 
stretched drum like over the open- 





ing. It makes an attractive, eye- 
catching sign. But the union tears 


its hair. 





Einfeld’s Idea 


S. Charles Einfeld, Warner direc- 
tor of advertising and publicity, hit 
a& new tack when he prepared ad 
copy for a list of 12 national maga- 
zines lately, ‘ 

Instead of waiting for the. New 
York critics to come in with their 
reviews of ‘The Story of Lewis Pas- 
teur,’ he used the comments of the 
Hollywood contingents of the trade 
press, first explaining what the pre- 
view criticisms are. It gave a fresh 
and convincing angle for the. ex- 
ploitation .of the First. National pic. 
Still some new ideas. 





Local Appeal - 


St. John’s, N. B. 

A pecial Christmas-New Year's 
period presentation of 20 local giris 
and boys in a musical melange, ti- 
tled ‘Kiddies in Wonderland,’ was 
offered at the Empire, in St. John’s, 
starting Christmas Day and con- 
tinuing until and including New 
Year’s Day. The St. John Amuse- 
ment Company, operating the Em- 
pire, newest of the local picture 
houses, engaged George Martin, a 
local dance instructor and danter, 
to direct the production, for a 
month in advance of the opening. 

One afternoon and two night per- 
formances were offered daily dur- 
ing the engagement with five indi- 
viduals and a trio of sisters allotted 
the featured positions. The presen- 
tation was equally billed with the 
film, ‘Folies Bergere.’ 

Normally, this house offers a dual 
bill in talking picture features, one 
being eliminated by the juvenile 
presentation. There was no interfer- 
ence with school activities owing to 
the engagement being during the 
regular two weeks of holidays 
granted the pupils in the local 
schools. The normal top of 15 cents 
was boosted to 25 cents for the 
presentation, Local interest in the 
boy and girl performers was cashed 
in on by this theatre, adults and 
children participating. The juve 
show took so well an extension wa 
made for New Year’s week, : 


One Break 


Martin Goldenberg, manager of 
Keith's, .Philadelphia, gets the re- 
play on hits from other RKO houses 
and has to do what he can to whip 
up @ fresh batch of stunts; not al- 
ways easy. That’s:vhy-he appre- 
ciated'a break when Frank Conroy 
came to town with a legit show. 
Conroy played the G-Man in ‘Show 
Them No Mercy,’ and Goldenberg 
had the picture, second run. He 
got not only Conroy, but Whitney 
Bourne, who also has played in pics. 
Conroy told about his experiences in 
the film,.and then Miss Bourne told 
how much it appealed to women, 
softening it up for the femme trade. 
Cast. was touted all day at the 
half hour breaks, and they were 
waiting for it. when it came along. 

He also got out @ special F 
for the pic telling ‘What headlines 
dare not tell,’ which. was effective 
coming on the heels of the Lind- 
bergh exodus, 

For ‘If You Could Only Cook’ he 
mangled the mailing list of a club 
run in one of the dailies and sent 
an.appropriately worded form let- 
ter. That helped, tao, , 








No Foolin’ 


Offering money back to all, pa- 
trons who could truthfully say that 
‘Captain Blood’ was not a money’s 
worth picture, Michael H. Chakeres, 
of the Regent, Springfield, O., bor- 
rowed a He detector. from the local 
police and set it up in the lobby. 
All who asked for coin were put to 
the te3t with some plants to make 
sure there would be enough to get 
interest. 

A 9 x §-foot flag was hung in the 
street in front of the theatre and 
500 bookmarks were placed through 
the city library. Other gags in- 
cluded paper napkins, imprinted 
grocery bags,.a coloring contest and 
50 special three-shéet boards on 
roads leading into town. 


McCoy Stunt 


The Strand theatre, N. Y., pro- 
moted the Pilot Radio Corporation 
for a short wave hookup ‘for the 
lobby of the Strand for a tieup in 
advance of ‘Ceiling Zero.’ The re- 
ceiving set is prominently displayed 
in the lobby of the Strand, picking 
up messages between the airplanes 
and the airports. 

Explanatory display card tied up 





| the: coming ‘Ceiling Zero’ and the 


short wave set as used in the pic- 
ture, 


>. 





Trips for Essayists 
Los Angeles. 

Metro and Fox-West Coast pub- 
lic relations departments are collab- 
ing on exploitation of ‘A Tale of 
Two Cities’ with a prize essasy 
school contest in which first three 
winners get first class trips to Lon- 
don and Paris. 

Toppers will be selected from re- 
gional essay and note book contests 
in schools, colleges, clubs and thea- 
tre groups. Contest will close May 
15 and winners will be notified be- 
fore July 1. Miss Ryllis Hemington 
is handling for F-WC. 

Heraldry 

M. & P. theatres’ Boston office 
computes that 2,000,000 heralds were 
distributed by the varioug, circuits 
in 1935 and brags that a lagge pro- 
portion were either unique ih format 
or given ynusual distribution. 

These are all handled through the 
Boston office, which takes a natural 
pride in the accomplishment, but 
promises even larger performance 
for the coming year. 


For College Kids 


Lincoln. 
Pushing ‘Collegiate’ into the lime- 
light, Johnny Echols bought the 
most dilapidated old Ford to be had 


among the local junkyards. He had 


pictures shot of it and plastered 
in the college papér announcing that 
on a certain night it would be hid 
somewhere in the college:neighbor- 
as and whoever finds it can keep 

The car besides carrying the label 
‘Collegiate’ had such letterings as 
‘Finders Keepers’ and ‘Here I am, 
Come and Get me.’ Follow through 
on the stunt is to photo the finder 
and have him carrying a big placard 
with the show stuck on it. The col- 
_ paper has promised to bite both 
times, 





It’s dn Idea 


Albany. 

‘Sensational Prologue.’ That’s the 
billing for an added starter with 
the Bert Smith Varieties, tab play- 
ing upstate film houses. 

The a. s. consists of permitting 
audiences to see how the Cast ma‘-:es 
uv and dons costumes for the show. 
It’s done for 15 minutes on the 
stage before the revue starts. 


Unusual 


Joe Veil, of Universal, who leans 
toward a press book, the cover of 
which can be used for an insert 
card, has gone to the other extreme 
on ‘Magnificent Obsession.’ He is 
sending out a ‘hand book’ in fabri- 
koid cover with 10 pages, each a 
trifle shorter than the one below and 
each on a different-colored paper, 
with the result that the exposed 
margin, which is indexed, gives the 
suggestion of a rainbow. 

In the comparatively ftimited sum 
space he gives all the neceassery in- 
formation. Which is something -to 
think about, . 


Contest for Col. 


Boston, Mass. 
Carl D. Goodwin, contest director 
of the Massachusetts Safety Coun- 


cil, is working on a contest be 
released shortly through tye Bas- 
ton Evening American columns de- 
voted to the Columbia's Jynior Ad- 
venturers Club, in conjunction with 
Columbia Pictures exchange. 
Tentative plans call for the tell- 
ing of how to avoid accidents and 
will also show motion pictures to 








the various club units in Greater 
Boston. 





| BEHIND 


the KEYS | 





Des Moines. 
Mrs. Della Johnson has sold the 
Princess, Stuart, lowa,' to Lee “C. 
Henry. re 





Marked Tree, Ark. 
Star has been taken over by G. W. 
Haynes of Ridgely, Tenn., operator 
of houses in Arkansas and Tennes- 
see, 





* Seattle. 

Hamrick-Evergreen theatres, with 
its new passes this year, has an- 
nexed a five cent ‘service charge,’ 
this to go into a fund for the wel- 
fare of employees. 

The fee is exacted from all season 
and other passes,.even on those is- 
sued to the company’s own execu- 
tives, : 





Portland, Ore. 

Realignment- of the advertising 
dept. of combined Hamrick-Ever- 
green first run theatres here has 
resulted in combining the two staffs. 
Vic Gauntlett, dean of show p.a.’s 
in the N.W., is hedd of ‘the combo, 
with Eddie Rivers, former Hamrick 
ad megr., chief assistant. Rivers will 
also handle publicity for the three 
Hamrick houses in Tacoma, out of 
the Seattle offices. ~ 


San Diego. 
Lou Metzger takes over Broadway 
theatre from Joe Keyo, 





Los Angeles. 

Milt Arthur becomes manager of 
new nabe at San Bernardino, sixth 
in town. Opening skeded around 
March ‘1, 

Harry Hartman from Los Angeles 
will manage new house ‘being built 
at Oceanside, 

Ben Bernstein, Lola Gantry and 
B. H. Lustig plan to spend $100,000 
to reconstruct Sunbéam theatre in 
Comptcn, recently destroyed by fire. 
. Owners taking probable loss of 
$45,000 from blaze. 

Sunbeam theatre, just outside city 
limits, destroyed by fire with loss 
estimated at $50,000. Orderly. exit 
averted possible casualties. 

Oceanside’s second theatre being 
constructed. New spot, going into 
converted store building, will seat 
700. Fred Siegal’s Palomar is other 
house. : : 

Tower Theatre, Compton, Cal., 
new 1,000 seat house, constructed at 
cost of $100,000; opens Jah. 15. 
House replaces Symphony here and 
Lynwood in Lynwood, both of which 
were destroved in the 1933 earth- 
quake. Ai Hansen will operate in 
association with Fox-West Coast, 
getting major first runs for the dis- 
trict. 

California theatre, Huntington 
Park, one of last of Fox-West Ccast 
holdout houses against giveaways, 
has gone banknite. 

C&S Corporation has acquired 
Oriental theatre from Roland Levin- 
son. Outfit also operates Alvarado 
and Empire. 





Kansas City. 

R. Victor Leighton, of the Or- 
pheum, has appointed Jimmie Nixon, 
treasurer, and Mangum Parnell, as- 
sistant treasurer. Both are from the 
box office of the closed Shubert. 

George Baker, former manager of 
the Newman, but now managing di-+ 
rector of the Electric, on the Kansas 
side, is the proud father of a baby 
girl,; who arrived as a Christmas 
present. 

Irwin Dubinsky, of Dubinsky 
Brothers Theatres, is also just as 
happy,.as a baby girl, who, has been 
named Joyce Alane, is a newcomer 





at his home. 


Albany. 

Mr. M. A. Silver, Division Head 
of Warner Bros. New York state 
theatres, has made several shifts in 
manpower, in order to strengthen 
the various _ situations. Sander 
Lazar, formerly of the Albany Office, 
has been transferred to the James- 
town District, in charge of publicity 
and exploitation. He is being re- 
placed by Jules Curley, formerly of 
Warner’ Bros, Philadelphia and 
Newark Theatres, who will handle 
publicity and exploitation for the 
zone. Murray Lafayette, formerly 
with R.K.O. in New York, is now 
managing the Lincoln, Troy, re- 
placing William Mattingly, resigned. 

I. S. Kay, formerly of the Amer- 
ican, Troy, has been transferred to 
the Ritz Theatre, Albany, replacing 
Robert Rosenthal, resigned. Jack 
Swartout, formerly of the Griswold, 
Troy, an independent operation, is 
now managing the American; Troy. 
Walter League, formerly of Para- 
mount. Publix, replaces Walter 
McDowell, resigned, at the Palace, 
Jamestown. Dell Evans, formerly of 
the New York Office, is now assis- 
tant contact man in Albany, replac- 
ing Joe Leese, who was transferred 
to the New York office. Henry Earle, 
formerly of R.K.O. Strand, Syracuse, 
is now Assistant Manager’ to 
William Haynes,* at the Stanley 
Theatre, Utica. 





St. Louis. 

Circuit Judge O'Malley has issued 
a temporary injunction to prevent 
forfeiture of a lease on the Granada 
theatre granted to St. Louls Amus. 
Co. in November, 1933, by Royal 
Neighbors of America, fraternal or- 
ganization. Petition of amusement 
company asks court to define rights 
of lessee with respect to a modifica- 
tion of lease under which monthly 
rental payment was reduced from 
$1,875 to $1,642 from April, 1934, to 
April, 1936. Petition set forth that 
defendant, Royal Neighbors, refused 
a payment of $1,642 last month and 
threatened cancellation of lease if 
higher amount wags not paid. St. 
Louis Amus. Co. has paid into court 
$3,284 representing rent for Decem- 
ber last and this month and this 
money will be held in court until 
issue is decided. 





Denver, 

Clayton G. Wright made manager 
of the Granada, Monte Vista, one of 
a chain being formed by C. U. Yae- 
ger, bank night originator. Wright, 
formerly publicity director of the 
Orpheum, Denver, has been suc- 
ceeded at that post by Robert 
Sweeten. 

A. P. Archer and Joe Dekker have 
reopened Englewood, at Englewood, 
suburb of Denver, giving them five 
houses in Denver metropolitan area. 
House in good shape, needed very 
little work in the auditorium, al- 
though closed for four years, ever 
since J. T. Sheffield gave it over to 
Thos. Sullivan who sold it to Archer 
and Dekker some time ago. The 
Gothic, also in Englewood, was pur- 
chased at the same time as the 
Englewood. Archer and Dekker also 


own the Oriental, Egyptian and 
Granada, . 





Memphis. 

M. S. McCord now boss of Prin- 
cess theatre for Malco Theatres. 
Woodstock, Vt. 

Opera House. operated by A. C. 
Barwood, rechristened“Woodstock. 

Sininlipaiiad 

2 Canton, O. 

Floyd E. Hiegel, who operates the 


Mystic theratre at Leipsic, has | 





(Continued on page 438) 


Kugel’s Campaign 

Lee Kugel, one of the real old- 
timers, is working for Columbia on 
‘If You Could Only Cook.’ He sends 
in his campaign for the Olympic, 
Syracuse, 

One stunt was the free service 
of waffles and coffee to the women 
attending the matinees, hooking 
electrical waffle irons to the title: 
This involved a deal with a local 
électrical store for the loan of four 
waffle irons, three coffee percola- 
tors, refrigerator and a setup of 
mixers, etic. The company also sup- 
plied a chef and waitresses. To 
put this oyer Kugel had to pro- 
nrete 40 pounds of coffee, 50 pounds 
of butter, 50 quarts of milk, 25 
quarts of cream, 125 pounds of a 
brand flour, 20 pounds of cube su- 
gar, 5 gallons syrup, 24 doz. eggs, 
3,000 each paper cups, plates and 
spoons and 3,000 napkins. He not 
only ie: special stories on the waf- 
fles, but got the theatre to spend 
an additional $50 in advertising the 
stunt. 

The Liberty carriers tucked 3,000 
copies of the G, E. cook book in 
copies delivered, and there were two 
large window displays of electric 
appliances, with the company ban- 
nering both sides of all delivery 
trueks during the run. Three co- 
op ads made the papers generous 
with special stories, and there was 
daily mention of the picture, and 
the’ Postal delivered 2,500 heralds, 
stuffed into telegram envelopes. 

High schools were contacted on 
the waffle stunt and there were a 
number of privilege stunts worked. 

Kugel broke into theatricals at a 
time when anything above the usual 
newspaper ads and posted paper 
made town talk, and he’s been - 


growing up with the business ever 
ong. 





Touted Author 


Indianapolis. 

Bud Summers, Don Wright, and 
Frank Moneyhun went the’ lofty 
brow way to appeal to cap and 
gowners, sawbones and. parsons in 
behalf of the ‘Magnificent Obsession’ 
pic showing at the Indiana. 9,900 
letters were mailed preachers and 
doctors, calling attention to the fact 
that a gentleman of the cloth 
authored the story, and that it 
dealt chiefly with the medical pro- 
fession. 

In addition, the lads used the 
general commercial tie-ups, manag- 
ing to check off such items as a 
book tie-up with the Indiana News 
Company, with 20 posters on stands; 
24 tie-ups on number 14 cards; a 
travel agency window, 10,000 heralds 
distributed by Postal Telegraph; a 
book window at Ayres and Stew- 
arts rental libraries, and a small 
co-op ad with Strauss’ on men’s 
clothes. 

Summers and Tom Devine, man- 
ager of the Indiana Roof, ballroom 
on the fifth floor of the theatre 
building, got together on a plan to 
exploit ‘Captain Blood’ which might 
furnish inspiration for theatre man- 
agers in other cities, - ‘ 

A Pirate dance is scheduled for 
Jan. 22, two days prior to the open- 
ing of the pic, with prizes donated 
by a jewelry store to be awarded for 
the best pirate costumes. Jewelry 
shop ties in with display ads, and a 
‘treasure chest’ window. Girls from 
the ‘Vanities,’ playing the Indiana 
stage, will pick out the winners in 
the contest. This triple combination 
focuses public attention on the cur- 
rent attraction, the next up, and the 
ballroom, with everyone benefiting 
from the union. 





Commercial Hooks 


Some managers make a_ point 
of tieing in to local stores on special 
stunts and have worked so many 
ideas to such advantage to tre mer- 
chants that sometimes the dealers 
come in with ideas of their own, 
knowing that a hook to a theatre 
will make any stunt more attrac- 
tive. 3 

Idea started away back when a 
stationer grumbled that he was 
stuck with a lot of modeling clay 
composition. He had heen high 
pressured into buying far beyond 
his needs. 

Manager contacted the art teacher 
in the public high’ school and got 
her to make three figurines of cur- 
rent picture players. These ‘were 
put into the store window with the 
stills from which they had been 
modeled and with a display of the 
modeling material. A $5 prize was 
hung up for the best entry, the store 
putting up the cash. At the end of 
the third day the deaier had to wire 
for more composition, and he sold 
out the new batch, too. 

Then a grocery wanted to come 
in with a soap modeling contest, and 
that was a success. For several 
years the theatre has been lined up 
at least one contest, ranging from 
the best pie made from a proprie- 
tary filler, to the best dress designed 
for cotton goods which a store is 
pushing. Contests are so varied that 





| they do not stale, and an effort is 


made to give each one an idea 


‘punch 
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HAILE DARED’ 


INTO FRONT 
SHOTS BY U 





A dare flung at Haile Selassie’s 
government got the first newsreel 
cameraman to the Ethiopian front. 
Howard Winner, Universal camera- 
man, is now in Dolo, near Italian 
Somaliland, recently reported 
bombed by Italian aviators. The 
cryptic question, ‘How do we know 
the Itallans are bombing these hos- 
pitals? transmitted to Haile Selassie 
by Charles Ford, U’s newsreel edi- 
tor, prompted the Ethiopian govern- 
ment to allow the newsreel] grinder 
to visit the front. 

He was flown from Addis Ababa, 
far to the north of Dolo, in the gov- 
ernment’s lone plane. Not known 
just what pictures Winner has ob- 
tained thus far, but significance of 
his visit is indicated by London 
Daily Mail offer, already made to 
Universal,’ for 20c per word for 
first-hand story by newsreel cam- 
eraman. No deal made thus far by 
WU, but company plans to sell story 
(probably to the N. Y. Times). 

Winner, worn out with routine 
picture-taking in and about Addis 
Ababa, was getting ready to leave 
for Aden, in Arabia, to shoot the 
concentration of 35,000 British 
troops there when Emperor Selas- 
sie granted permission for him to 
visit the southern front. It’s first 
time any newsreel cameraman got 
up to the Ethiopian front. No other 
cameraman or newspaper corre- 
spondent went with Winner. 


Bill Danzinger’s Rest 
Cure, Herb Morgan In 


Baltimore, Jan. 14. 

Herb Morgan, for past three years 
publicist for Loew thectres in Balto, 
leaves tonight (Tuesday) for New 
York to take over publicity, adver- 
tising and contacts for Metro's 
shorts department. Succeeds Bill 
Danzinger, who takes a prolonged 
rest at suggestion of medicos be- 
cause of troublesome heart, 

Morgan will work under Howard 
Dietz and Fred Quinby, head of 
shorts’ distribution department at 
Metro. 

Lou Brown is being sent in to re- 
place Morgan here. Brown, who 
held spot some years back, comes 
over from Washington Loew office, 
at which spot he is being succeeded 
by Ray Bell. 


Considerable Anti-Bank 
Legislation on the Tapis 


Solution of ‘bank’ and kindred 
special nights that smack of gam- 
bling looms for the industry while 
legislatures in some 20 states are in 
session this winter. The legislators 
are meeting in regular session in 
about half of these states and in 
special session in 10 others, In at 
least half of the 20, moves already 
have been instigated to introduce 
bills which would curb lottery 
nights. In most states church lJead- 
ers are waging the biggest battle 
to have these stunts abolished. 

Strange phase of the whole set- 
up is that in a majority of states, 
exhibitors are making no move 
towards combating this legislation, 
which would outlaw bank nights 
and other lottery stunts that have 
flooded the industry in recent 
inonths., 














Carewe Starts String 
e . . 
With ‘Birth of America’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

First non-theatrical picture, ‘The 
Birth of America,’ to be made by 
the Edwin Carewe Productions will 
be directed by Carewe, going be- 
fore the cameras at General Serv- 
ice studios Feb. 1. 

‘Joseph and His Brethren,’ first 
of series of seven one-spoolers, also 
Will go that day. Other shorts in- 
clude ‘Timely Topics’ and ‘See 
America First,’ latter duo being 
handled by Bruce Merman, 





Fier Ends ’Change Tour 
Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Jack Fier, new western manager 
for Republic, is due this week from 
New York, 
He is stopping off at 
changes for confabs, 


all ex- 





Mpls. Vandalism 





Minneapolis, Jan. 14, 

Theatre managers here com- 
plain that patrons are stealing 
electric bulbs, wall paintings, 
lobby photos and even chan- 
deliers. The customers also 
slash seats with knives. 

Plenty of vandals in the 
berg, according to the ex- 
hibitors, 


St. L. Exhibs Trying 
To Straighten Out 
Matter of Scale, Etc. 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 

Plan to eliminate differences over 
matinee extension, bank nite, bar- 
gain nites, giveaways, etc., which 
caused three Fanchon & Marco 
houses hereto extend matinee prices 
until 7:30 p.m., are under way as 
result of conference heid Friday (10) 
by Harry Arthur and Marco Wolff, 
of F & M, Fred Wehrenberg, pres. 
MPTOA of St. Louis, Eastern 
Missouri and Southern Illinois and 
L. K. and J. C. Ansell, owners of 
three second run houses. Arthur 
said he would abide by any rules 
the nabes laid down but he would 
not do anything that was not ac- 
cording to letter of the law. Arthur 
stated he would go to 6 p.m. with 
his matinee price, if the nabes did 
likewise or he was prepared to do 
anything they did, 

He reminded them that he did not 
make a move in the extension of 
matinee prices until after the nabes, 
requested last September to dis- 
continue bargain hours, nights, etc., 
let time for cleaning up situation 
elapse. Arthur said he would meet 
any competition and waé prepared 
to put second-run pictures in New 
Grand Central theatre, now shut- 
tered. 


NW ALLIED’S SQUAWK 


ee 
Against Distribs’ Failure to. Deliver 
Certain Pix 




















Minneapolis, Jan. 14, 

Northwest Allied States is pre- 
paring to make the matter of major 
distributors’ failure to deliver pic- 
tures in their last and lowest- 
priced group a major order of busi- 
ness at regional meetings to be held 
in March and at the annual conven- 
tion here in April. 

An announcement from the in- 
dependent exhibitors’ organization 
declares that if the distributors con- 
tinue to ignore the complaint 
against the practice which, it 
is claimed, has the effect of rais- 
ing the average price of exhibitors’ 
pictures far beyond the figures con- 
templated originally, ‘strenuous 
means will be employed and nothing 
will be left undone to correct the 
evil.’ 

Only one major - distributor, 
Metro, {s given a clean bill by 
Northwest Allied States. That com- 
pany sells pictures by name and 
number, Northwest Allied states, 


Rialto, Wash., Auctioned 
For $300,000, Lone Bid 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Rialto, 2,100-seater and once 
capital’s ace film house, was auc- 
tioned for $300,000 last Wednesday 
(8) to Charlotte A, Engle, repre- 
senting the note-holders, the only 
bidder. No plans for use of property, 
which includes two small stores and 
twd-story office building, have been 
set. 

House was owned by Tom Moore, 
who built it in 1917 at cost of $250,- 
000, when 9th street was town’s gay 
white way. Moore leased it to 
Universal for 10 years in 1925. As 
theatre district moved west, house 
began slipping and Universal got 
out from under last year. Moore re- 
opened house for two weeks last fall 
but flopped from lack of flicker 
product. 

Theatre was 
house, 


RKO’S PALESTINE PIC 


RKO is testing the Palestine- 
made picture, ‘Land of Promise’ this 
week on two dates in Greater New 
York. Starting today (Wed.) cir- 
cuit spots it into the 81st St., Man- 
hattan, and the Tilyou, Coney 
Islaiid, for three days, with prob- 
able presentation in other RKO 
houses later. 

Picture played five weeks at the 
Astor under the auspices of its 
owners, the Karen Hayesod, Jew- 





town's only dark 








ish, organization, which sponsored 
its production. 





INCREASING EXHIB-DISTRIB SUITS, 
LEGISLATION AUGURS FBT'S RETURN 





Legislation 
Dr. Watson’s Needles 
Boston, Jan, 14, 

Dr. Robert A. Watson, former 
head of the Lord's Day Alliance, 
has filed a bill in the Massachusetts 
legislature to prohibit Sunday the- 
atrical entertainments or exhibi- 
tions consisting in whole or in part 
of vaudeville.’ If this doesn’t work, 
Dr. Watson has an alternate bill 
which would prohibit ‘Sunday 
vaudeville entertainment before 7 
p.m. A third bill filed by the doc- 
tor would prohibit ‘licensing of any 
theatrical exhibition in which is 
used any obscene or sacrilegious 
language or cussing or swearing.’ 

Daniel Hayden of Lynn has peti- 
tioned a bill ‘to prohibit theatres 
from increasing admission prices on 
Sundays or holidays.’ 








Hardwicke’s Ont. Out 
Toronto, Jan. 14. 

First move in a political shake-up 
of the Ontario board of film censors 
sees J. B. Hardwicke, chairman, dis- 
missed. Hardwicke, who is over 80, 
had been on the board seven years. 
His juties are to be carried out by 
O. J. Silverthorne until a new chair- 
man is appointed. Hardwicke ap- 
pointment followed the dismissal 
last August of J. C. Boylen, now 
with the Car.adian Pacific Railway 
publicity bureau. Censor board is 
under the direction of Premier Hep- 
bura, 





- Ala.’s 3% Talk 
Birmingham, Jan. 14. 


Special session of Legislature al-. 


most certain to be called next 
month at Montgomery, and a luxury 
tax will be purpose of the call. A 
3% tax on luxuries, which would 
include amusements, is being talked. 





New Orleans, Jan. 14. 

Amusement tax receipts collected 
by the city for the relief of unem- 
ployables is averaging about $11,000 
@ month. Total for three months 
was $34,873, divided as follows: 
September, $11,537; October, $11,751; 
November, $11,791. 


- Mier’s 2d Finished 
Mexico City, Jan, 14. 

Felipe Mier, for several years 
manager of the local WB bureau, 
who quit in 1935 to form a produc- 
tion and distribution firm with his 
brother, has finished his second fea- 
ture pic in Spanish, ‘Celos’ (‘Jeal- 
ous’). 

Mier authored and Arcady Boyt- 
ler, Russian pic actor-director-ex- 
hibitor megged. Leads are handled 
by Fernando Soler, Mexican actor, 
and Vilma Vival, Spanish actress. 











Film Boards of Trade Heretofore Quickly Settled 
Intra-Industry Problems—Obviates Costly Liti- 





gation—Skeleton Setups Can Readily Expand 


PITTSBURGH 





(Continued from page 11) 


and started getting customers con- 
scious of it weeks ahead of time. 
Sold on the idea of being another 
‘Back Street’ and ‘Imitation of Life,’ 
both of which did swell here in past. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U). Got 
away on Sunday, first time house 
has had Sunday opening, and started 
out like a smash. Continued vig- 
orous trade indicates at least $10,- 
000, great and better than some 
weeks in which house has had stage 
show as well. That also means 
probably h.o. Last week ‘King of 
Burlesque’. (20th), in six days just 
fair at under $5,000, and on three 
days with ‘Great Impersonation’ (U) 
and show headed by Everett Mar- 
shall, Cabin Kids and Eddie Garr 
about the same thing. 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Sanders of River’ (UA) and ‘$1,000 
a Minute’ (Rep). House closed 
down last Thursday (9), holding 
New Year’s week bill over for two 
extra days.. In prolonged session, 
couldn’t better $3,000, below house 
average and tip-off on hopeless 
struggle of site to keep going. 
Competish too keen, but WB claims 
it’s satisfied since it was intention 
to keep it going cnly long enough 
to clear shelves of accumulated 
product. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40)—‘Chan’s Secret’ (20th) and 
‘Hitch-Hike Lady’ (Rep). House 
was closing one day and not closing 
the next all of last week. Finally 
at last minute decided to stay lit, 
and current bill went in on day’s 
notice. Slow start as result, but a 
g00d week-end may enable it to 
keep head above water at $3,063, or 
perhaps slightly below that. Last 
week, with nine days, ‘Littlest 
Rebel’ (20th) around $4,100 after 
swell $7,500 on regular seven-day 
opening session, 

Penn (Loew’s-OA) (3,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Collegiate’ (Par). Nothing do- 
ing on this one; poor $8,500. Last 
week ‘Capt. Blood’ (WB) came 
through with sizzling $17,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-55)— 
‘Splendor’ (UA) and Lottie Mayer’s 
Hippodrome water ballet. Manage- 
ment made a smart move in bring- 
ing in day after opening local boys’ 
band, which week before had been 
sensation of Major Bowes unit. 
Business took jump immediately, 
getting more than $6,000 on Satur- 
day (11) and should wind up week 
with $21,000, fine. Last week Bowes 
unit with ‘Dangerous’ (WB) sensa- 
tional at slightly better than $30,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Baldpate’ (RKO) and ‘Millions in 





Giveaways and Flat Rental Films 
Hurting % Pictures in Midwest 





Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Distributors in this territory are 
beginning to worry in earnest over 
bank night and: the inroads the 
money giveaways have made into 
the earnings of the exchanges. The 


exchange managers have been try- 
ing to laugh the matter off as 
strictly a one-shot proposition 
which would die out within a few 
weeks. But the exchanges are 
really going into headache sessions 
to find out what can be done about 
the bank night giveaways which 
have mushroomed throughout the 
midwest. 

Exchanges themselves estimate 
that in the Chicago territory alone 
the bank night has injured the total 
receipts of the distributors here by 
between $10,000-$12,000 each week, 
the revenue from percentage pic- 
tures being particularly seriously 
affected. 

Distribs 


have’ stopped 


sitting | 





back and taking this $12,000 clip in! 


revenue in silence and are 


from the home offices about the 
shortened income from Chicago ex- 
changes. The biggest percentage 
pictures of the season have turned 
in only mediocre returns in 
territory despite the fact that these 





this | 


same pictures have cleaned up in 
the rest of the country. 

Exhibitors with the money give- 
aways have arranged their special 
nights so that they fall on days 
when they are playing a straight 
rental picture so that no matter 
how well the house does on the gift 
night, the exchanges get their flat 
rental. Exhibs then spot their per- 
centage pictures on the day just 
preceding or following the bank 
night or screeno night, when busi- 
ness falls off to the worst levels of 
the week. Public has decided that 
if they are going to the theatres 
they might as well go when they 
have a chance of winning some 
money besides -seeing a picture, so 
that their amusement appropria- 
tion is spent on the giveaway 
nights while the other nights of the 
week naturally suffer, 


Chicken Feed 
Result is that the theatres are 
making about 75% of the weekly 
gross on the bank and  screeno 


now | nights which are run twice or three 
seeking several possible solutions | times during the week, while the|- 
to their problems as yelps zoom in| 25% 


of the gross is turned over to 
be fought for by the percentage 
pictures and the other also-rans. 
This is just the reverse of the pre- 
vious arrangement in which the 
percentage 
the major portion of the gross. 


Rise in the number of damage 
suits against distributors, as well 
as the fact that many state legisla- 
tures and Congress are now in ses- 
sion, is heightening the demand by 
distributing companies for a full- 
time revival of Film Boards of 
Trade, Feeling among industry and 
trade association leaders is that 
producing - distributing companies 
cannot afford to wait much longer in 
placing these boards in full opera- 
tion. 


Current threat of adverse legisla- 
tion and growing annoyance of 
major distribs at manner in which 
civil actions, instigated by exhibi- 
tors, are piling up, are making ‘dis- 
tribution companies fully cognizant 
that something must be done. And 
soon. Because the Film Boards of 
Trade always have maintained a 
skeleton staff, this would be thé log- 
ical organization to act as spokes- 
man in various communities for the 
industry. 


Since the NRA was declared 
legally dead ,as far as code matters 
and enforcement were concerned, 
the industry has gone along without 
any. specific unit or organization 
designated to deal first-hand with 
exhibitor problems and _ conflicts. 
Result has been that when an exhib 
fails to obtain what he. considered 
a fair deal from a distributor, he 
rushes into court. Millions in law 
suits have been filed against dis- 
tributor companies in all sections of 
the country. 


In an effort to avert further piling 
up of these damage actions, and to 
have full-time association repre- 
senting major and independent 
companies in all legislative matters, 
there is now a concerted move look- . 
ing toward reviving Film Boards of 
Trade. While this will mean an 
added expense to distributors, feel- 
ing is growing that the business will 
save in the long run, besides main- 
taining a better good-will attitude 
all around, 





Air’ (Par). Off over last’ week, but 
not many complaints at $4,600, 
which at least permits house to stay 
in black. Last week ‘Ibbetson’ 
(Par) and ‘Pacific Fleet’ (WB) good 
marquee draw and got fine $6,400 in 
eight days. 
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"Cantor's ‘Strike Me Pink’ is a cinch for a box-office cleanup! Riot of fun. Be e. mens 
plus lavish production. Eddie Cantor returns again under Goldwyn aegis, ‘ . point 
riding a whopping tempest of mirth. Kept preview audience just rolling and * year 
there are ail the ingredients for vigorous money-maker that will click at a last 
every box office!” —Hollywood Reporter : “— 
“Cantor's top picture! Sure to roll up great grosses! Sock with laughs! With ae 
flock of belly laughs and sock finish picture should have no trouble hitting | their 
high grosses everywhere. Samuel Goldwyn has given picture a class mount- 26%, 
ing and has spared nothing to make it entertainment.’ —Daily Variety : at 0 
"Cantor film uproarious! Culminates with finish that will convulse audiences. il { one 
Every situation richly embellished with fun. Altogether, picture should be | pte 
a hit." —Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times ge — 
' AE 
“Samuel Goldwyn has given Eddie Cantor the best comedy vehicle of his | wa 
career. Hilariously funny, full of great production values, beautiful girls,' and « 
fine songs and everything else that goes to make up an outstanding offering Pame high: 
for audiences everywhere. One of the best laugh films to come out of Holly-- sag, rsp 
wood in a long time." —Relman Morin, Associated Press 6%, 
" ‘Strike Me Pink’ is a ten strike for Samuel, Goldwyn and Eddie Cantor: A | nana 
carnival of hilarious gags, clever comedy and eye filling pulchritude. Samuel bd 
Goldwyn has delivered a nifty production that should register a high mark on c 
on the box-office barometer." —Warren Stokes, Box Office = i prec 
“a we 
“Best Cantor picture since "Whoopee,' in most magnificent Goldwyn tradi- wt ian 
tion. You won't be able to hear the kids scream with laughter, you'll be 
screaming too loud with laughter yourself." fo Af 
—Jerry Hoffman, Universal Service and Los Angeles Examiner BA Come 
I ous 
“Laugh? You'll roll in your seats! Eddie Cantor was never funnier and wd Be 
there's an eyeful of gorgeous girls for every reel. It exceeds even the agai 
highest Samuel Goldwyn standards!" —Ted Magee, Hollywood Magazine ‘ 163% 
“Eddie Cantor's latest film ‘Strike Me Pink’ is one of the funniest that tales 
comedian has made in some time. It's packed with laughs, gorgeous Gold- Y read 
wyn Girls and situations so human and dramatic that it can't fail to enter- the 1 
tain everyone who sees it!" —Mollie Merrick, National Syndicate som. 
“Samuel Goldwyn continues fo command my admiration as a producer of aa 
musical pictures. In Eddie Cantor's new film ‘Strike Me Pink’ the song and enn 
dance craftsmen are at their best." —Jim Crow, Hollywood Citizen-News cone, 
’ eve 
“As good as anything Cantor has contributed to motion pictures. Aided i‘, 
by radio partner, Parkyakarkus, Cantor = many riotous laughs out of the At 
Won Renee of is tonto eeereens ve ever seen. The audience ralled “. 
i howled. Take my tip—put Eddie Cantor in ‘Strike Me Pink’ on your Ch 
‘must see’ list.” — —Jimmy Fidler, NBC Radio Commentator and McNaught Syndicate wee 
: ti 
“Eddie Cantor's ‘Strike Me Pink’ is far and away the funniest picture the the 
comedian has ever made.” —Harrison Carroll, King Features Syndicate sider 
two 
"This is one of the best of the Eddie Cantor-Samuel Goldwyn pictures in ba. 
many a moon. It has grand comedy, action, dances and "s ‘songs some 
‘are excellent.” —Ralph Wilk, Film Daily we 
“Cantor's comedy is more hilarious than in any of his offerings since ‘Kid that 
from Spain'.” —Eric Ergenbright, Western Editor, Screenplay - Su 
fe "Smash entertainment! The production is on a lavish scale and should click 
lh all situations." : —Motion Picture Daily Sek 
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bullish in last week’s trading in 
stocks, with amusements giving an 
excellent account of themselves. 
Nine amusements hit new highs for 
present year and 1935, as three 
bonds registered best prices in more 
than two years, 

Amusement Group hit 43%, as 
measured by the averages for 12 
representative issues, the highest 
point reached in more than three 
years. This new top was made on 
heaviest volume since the middle of 
last November. Group finished at 
slightly below 43% for a gain of 
1.718 points. Low mark for week 
was 41. 

Stocks to reach new 1935-6 peaks, 
their new highs and net gain for 
week were American Seating, at 
26%, up 2; Columbia Pictures pfd., 
at 50, up 2; Radio common, at 13%, 
gain of 25c.; RKO, at 7%, up 1%; 
20th Century-Fox common, at 27, 
advance of 2%; 20th-Fox pfd., at 
36%, up 3%; Warner Bros. common, 
at 10%, up 12%c; Westinghouse 
common, at 102%, an advance of 
6%, and Westinghouse pfd., at 127%, 
up 1. ae re * of 

General Theatre Equipment liens 
and certificates of same went to new 
highs at 26%. The borids showed an 
advance of 3% at the close, 25. Keith 
6s also made new 1935-6 peak at 
96%, up 3 points on the week, 

Amusements followed general up- 
trend most of time, many issues 
hanging up new highs in Friday’s 
(10) trading. RKO made its new top 
that day, after it had gone forward 
on comparatively huge volume the 
preceding day. Twentieth Century- 
Fox issues also made their new 
highs on Friday, after reaching new 
peaks on two previous days, 


The Century Club 


After getting into the serfect 
Century Club on Tuesday, Westing- 
house common later pushed forward 
to 102%, Although not making a 
new high, Eastman Kodak common 
again came back into favor as it 
was thrust upwards 4% points to 
163%. 


Universal preferred again was 
taken in hand as the: week closed 
and pushed up to 569%. Stock 
spurted an advance of 6% points at 
the blow-off. Radio B.also resumed 
its advance by going forward te 
90%, a short distance from previous 
peak. This issue was up 4% points 
on the week. 2 

Paramount ist pfd. which has 
been featured by wide swings ii re- 
cent trading, advanced to 83, At this 
level, it was up 2% points. Stock 
wound up trading at 81%, ‘gain of 
1% 


‘After two weeks of marking time, 
the two 20th-Fox stocks again were 
whirled upwards to new tops. 

Chartwise, 20th-Fox common fol- 
lowed indicated upturn by shooting 
to new high at 27. Such move was 
anticipated by chart readers, since 
the stock had fluctuated between 22 
and 24 for two weeks and at con- 
siderably lower levels than in the 
two preceding weeks. Stock drifted 
to these lower levels on diminished 
volume and, in addition, there was 
some evidence it had been fairly 
well cleaned out for advance. 

Continued strength in Radio B 
apparently is based on expectation 
that recapitalization plan, on which 


Joe Kennedy is working, will in- 
clude payment of considerable por- 
tion of $21 due on this issue in back 
dividends. After making new top 
at 92, it has not been able to pene- 
trate the 90 mark. Chart experts 
believe that Radio B is in a con- 
siderably improved position as a re- 
sult of healthy shake-out in previ- 
ous week which dropped the issue 
to 82%. Since then it has held 
above 865. , 
Plenty of resistance has been en- 
countered by Warner Bros. common 
between 10% and 10%, but the stock 
has been able to hold consistently 
above 9%. Encouraging factor to 
chartists is that it has shown the 
greatest volume on the _ upside. 
Main question now is whether the 
stock can decisively penetrate the 
resistance level around 10%. 
Loew’s common has managed to 
stay above 50 now for eight weeks, 
but has been unable to get through 
the 55 level after a spurt late in 
December carried it to this new high 
price. Latter part of December 
witnessed a reaction which carried 


rit déwn to 50% on sizable volume. 


Further test of this lower level was 
made last “week- when the issue 
dropped to 51%. a 


_Above 40 


Amusement Group has been able 
to hold above the 40 mark, as meas- 
ured by. the averages, for the last 
three or four weeks. Resistance 
level around 43 was definitely 
pierced last week on heavy volume. 
This would indicate that the group 
may go higher before reaction 
sets in. 

With leading trade indices con- 
tinuing to climb and make a rosy 
picture, as compared with reports 
from industry at this time last year, 
Wall Street continues to be con- 
servatively bullish. A fairly accu- 
rate indication of this frame of 
mind is found last week in the boost 
in stock exchange seat prices. The 
top sale, which was at $155,000, 
marked an advance of $20,000 over 
the last sale in 1935 and was the 
highest price paid since February, 
1934, when one changed hands-at 
$190,000. : 

Best performance by an amuse- 
ment issue on the curb was Tech- 
nicolor. Evidences that this’ stock 
was being groomed for. an. early 
move have been visible for the last 
few weeks. The stock justified this 
belief last week by spurting to 21%. 
Even in the face of ‘profit-taking, 
Technicolor showed a gain of 3 
points net. Trans-Lux, which is 
swayed to some extent by the 
amount: of volume on the stock ex- 
change, snapped back to 3%, near 
its best 1935-6 price, a fractional 
advance on. the week. ‘ 

In addition to General Theatres 
and Keith obligations, amusement 
liens generally were strong. RKO 
debentures pushed forward to 82%, 
but dipped to 80 at the gong. This 
gave these bonds'a 2-point gain. 
Warner Bros, 6s held around the 
year’s high much of the week, fin- 
ishing near the best prices for an 
advance of 15%. 

Loew 6s became actively higher, 
nearing the 105 level near the blow- 
off for a 75c gain. Paramount Pic- 
tures 6s were the most active of 
the bigher-priced liens. These obli- 
gatf@ms went to 95%, but were 
pushed back to 94 at the close, for 





an advance of T5c. 


Summary for week ending Monday, Jan. 13: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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clude nearly $1,000,000 in dividends 





Estimate 20th-Fox Net, 
For °35, at $4,400,000 


Current estimates in Wall Street 
are that 20th Century-Fox for the 
year 1935 will show net earnings of 
around $4,400,000. This would in- 


receivable from 20th Century-Fox 
Film’s 42% stock interest in Nation- 
al Theatre (Fox-West Coast). 

If this estimate is correct it means 
net earnings for '35 are more than 
three. times over the former Fox 
Film company for 1934. The merger 
of Fox with 20th Century was ef- 
fected last August. 


20th Probably to 
Retire $1,696,000 
In 67, Debentures 


20th Century-Fox’s convertible 6% 
debentures, due next April 1, prob- 
ably will be retired out of treasury 
funds.:: Company does not feel that 
any new financing will be necessary. 
These. Fox Film Corp. debentures 
total $1,696,000. 

Twentieth-Fox also is contem- 
plating changing the first sinking 
fund issues of Fox Realty Corp. of 
California and Fox Film Realty 
Corp, for bonds bearing a lower in- 
terest rate, thereby effecting a ma- 
terial saving each year for the com- 
pany. 

As of last March, these realty is- 
sues totalled $1,556,300 and $748,900 
respectively. In case this new 
financing is done, .ae parent com- 
pany probably will have to register 
under the Securities Exchange. Act. 

Reports current in Wall Street 
were that the recent efforts by sev- 
eral investment firms to buy the 
holdings of Chase National Bank in 
20th-Fox thus far have proved un- 
successful. The Chase bank, on 
Aug. 26,.1935, held 57.01%, or 774,- 
753% -shares of preferred, and 
31.58%, or 387,376% shares of com- 
mon. 

Tentative moves of 20th Century- 
Fox to obtain control and operation 
of. Fox-West Coast and affiliated 
circuits were looked on favorably in 
the street last week. Financial ob- 
servers. feel that such a move, if 
carried to a successful conclusion, 
would obtain added outlets for com- 
pany product and eventually work- 
ing for further increases in income, 
directly and indirectly. 











Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Timson Theatre Corp., Manhattan: 
operate theatres, etc.; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Max Greenfield, 
Minnie Maszure and Rachel Meezan, all 
of 621 Fifth avenue, New York. 
ice Corp., Manhattan; mo- 
business; capital stock, 200. 
no par value. Ann Victor, 586 
Southern boulevard, New York: Florence 
Abramson, 50 East 18th street, Brook- 
iyn, and Rheita K. House, 16 Olinda 
avenue, Hastings-on-Hudson. 

Sa: Theatres, Ime., Kings: the- 

atrical business; capital stock. $19,000. 
Samuel’ A. Feinman, 731 Vermont street: 
Milton Drexler and Mildred Snow, 26 
Court street, all of Brooklyn. 
* Cailday Productions, Inc., Manhattan: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 192 
shares, no par value. Gerson H. Werner, 
Dorothy. Weinberger and Fred J. 
Leonard, all of 236 West 44th street, 
New. York. ; 

Associated Actors, Inc., Manhattan: 
employment agetffcy for actors, etc.; 
capital: stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
May Sarton, Waldemar Kappel! and 
Ranney Wilson, all of 1775 Broadway, 
New York. 

_Palladium Realty Corp., New York; 
realty; capital stock, $20,000. Dina 
Schwartz, 3174 Eastern parkway. Brook- 
lyn; Harold M. Geller, 521 Fifth ave- 
nye, New York, and Augtsta Bornn, 


tion picture 
shares, 


1660 Nelson avenue, Bronx. 

Palladium Productions, Ine., New 
York; theatrical business. Same direc- 
tors as previous one. 

Ranch Amusements, Inec., Castle 
Creek; public amusement enterprises; 


capital stock, $30,000. Helen R. Wood- 
ruff,, Windsor; E. J. Spivey and M. C. 
Gavin, both of Castle Cree. 

NuStar Productions, Inc., Xew York: 


promote a taste for music. literature, 
etc.; . capital stock, $10,000. Bertha 
Wolfman, Philip F. Halle and Seymour 


Goldberg, all of 152 West 4?nd street, 
New York, 

Again Goers, Inc., Manhattan: oper- 
ate theatres, etc.; capital stock, 206 
shares, no pat value. Arthur J. Bockar, 
Lillian Schorr and Mildred Cunningham, 
aH of 1270 Sixth avenue, New York. 


MERGER 
Hearst Magazines, Inc., to merge In- 


: Roxy 





(Continued from page 4) 

tion of his first big ‘dream.’ He 
visioned himself manager of his own 
theatre and conceived the idea of 
building a bigger house than the 
Capitol, with stock subscriptions 
from his many radio followers to 
supply the funds. 


Roxy started to build the huge 
Roxy at 50th street and Seventh 
avenue with the stock subscriptions, 
but was unable to complete the proj- 
ect without assistance, and Fox 
Films stepped in. This was later to 
deprive Roxy of control of the thea- 
tre, but in the meanwhile the Roxy 
opened, and it was the last word in 
amusement palaces up to then. He 
called it the ‘Cathedral of the Mo- 
tion Picture.’ It was here that Roxy 
showed what he was capable of with 
money to spend and room to oper- 
ate in. His presentations were the 
most lavish ever attempted and his 
grosses were the. biggest on record. 
With Fox’s ‘Cock-Eyed World,’ the 
house hit the all time high 
week’s gross of $167,000 and nearly a 
half a million dollars in four weeks. 
As part of the stage show with that 
picture,” Roxy put soldiers on a 
treadmill behind the screen and dis- 
solved this scene into the main title 
Roxy claimed for years after that 
the stage presentation, not the pic- 
ture, was responsible for the busi- 
ness, 

Music Hall Idea Born 


Roxy conceived the idea of a huge 
music hall, bigger than the Roxy 
theatre, back in 1928. He said he 
thought about it while standing on 
the deck of a boat going to Europe. 
He interested William Fox in the 
idea and Fox bought up a large 
parcel of land in back of the Roxy. 
But Fox turned his buy into a park- 
ing lot instead and Roxy then went 
after the Rockefellers, 


Through M. H. Aylesworth, then 
president of NBC, Roxy presented 
his dream to David Sarnoff and 
Owen D. Young bf the Radio Corp. 
of America, and with these men 
he sold the idea and himself to the 
Rockefellers. 

The Rockefellers had been inter- 
ested in erecting «~ mew opera 
auditorium to replace the old Metro- 
politan Opera House, along with a 
large civic center, and had bought 
up 12 acres of property from 48th 
to 50th streets between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues. A deal was ar- 
ranged among. NBC, RKO, RCA and 
the Rockefeller interests, with Roxy 
engaged to supervise the construc- 
tion and handle the operation of 
the two Radio City theatres, one of 
which was to be named in his honor 
and the other the Radio City Music 
Hall. 

Music Hall opened Dec. 27, 1932, 
and the Roxy theatre (now the Cen- 
ter) two nights later. One has 6,250 
seats; the Roxy (Center) 3,700. To- 
gether they cost $12,000,000 and to- 
gether or alone they were psysically 
superior to any theatres in the 
world. The pre-opening costs were 
$900,000, exclusive of construction, 
and the Music Hall alone was 
géared at a weekly overhead of 
$120,000, much of which went into 
the stage show. In a short while 
the nut was cut in half with the 
Hall changing to a grind and adding 
pictures after the opening variety 
policy had failed. But the shows at 
the Music Hall continued to be more 
lavish than those of all other pres- 
entation theatres, under the Roxy 
influence, and that influence and 
the stage show style he set still pre- 
vail at the Music Hall. 


1,000 Manpower 

The Music Hall opened with a 
back and front personne] of . 1,000. 
In a week the number was cut to 
700. There were 80 stage hands be- 
hind the scenes and 74 musicians in 
the pit. There were two lines of 
48 girls each and, in ali, 400 people 
on the stage. The public was daz- 
zled by numbers, space and color, 
but they didn’t see everything. Over 
the theatre were the living quarters 
of the managing director—Roxy— 
furnished and equipped, exclusive of 
construction costs, for 250,000. 
There was a dining room staff of a 
headwaiter, two waiters, one cook 
and one pastry chef, prepared to 
spread a meal for 30 people if neces- 
sary. 

Among the furnishings were three 





ternational Magazine Co., Inc., and In- 
ternational Publications, Inc. 
International Publications, Inc., to 
merge’ Field Publications, Inc., The | 
Stuyvesant company. 
International Magazine (o., Inc., to 


merge’ Harper’s Bazaar, Inc. 





Haley in Roach Funny 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Jack Haley will be featured by 
Hal Roach in a comedy, ‘Once Over.’ 
Twentieth-Fox agreed to loanout. 


| solid 


silver table services, all 
marked with an R, each service be- 


‘ing for a different meal—breakfast, 


etc.—and the kitchen pots and pans 
bill was $2,200. Besides the din- 
ing room, which was 19 feet high, 
there were two bedrooms. Boxy 


| designed it all himself. 


After leaving Radio City as its 
theatre director, Roxy continued his 


| 


weekly broadcasts with his ‘Gang* 
from the theatre, and then with his 
troupe he went on a tour of the Parae 
mount picture theatres at $10,000 a 
week for the show. Following that 
trip, his first experience as a stage 
player outside of appearances in the 
orchestra pit of his own theatre or 
at-benefits, Roxy returned to theatre 
operation under a deal with Warner 
Bros. and re-opened the large Maste 
baum in Philadelphia. That never 
got going in the old Roxy style, 
Roxy’s last major effort was a come 
mercial program with his ‘Gang’ 
in behalf of Fletcher's Castoria on 
the CBS network for 26 weeks last 
year. Shortly prior to his death he 
had drawn plans for a new program 
to be called ‘Roxy’s Professional 
Hour’ and deals for its sponsorsnip 
were under way. His personal ate 
torney, Samuel Spring, stated Mone 
day that a ueal had been on also 
for Roxy to return to the original 
Roxy theatre as managing director, 

In all his years as a theatre opera- 
tor and showman Roxy was always 
a creator and seldom if ever a imi- 
tator. His policy was copied all 
over, but never with the success 
that Roxy himself met, because 
Roxy’s policies required heavy exe 
penditures, and few others had the 
money. 

Roxy pioneered with class entere- 
tainment in the pop priced picture 
theatre field. He gave them more 
people for 75c. than they’d ever 
seen before. He gave them more 
color than..they’d ever seen at any 
price.. He was the first to put 100 
musicians in a picture house orches- 
tra pit, and the first to put white 
gloves on his ushers. He was a 
practical idealist, in front of the 
house as well as backstage, and the 
military ‘Roxy service’ became fa- 
mous all over the world. He trained 
his staffs to be polite and alert and 
say ‘Thank you.’ He became an ex- 
pert in stage lighting, in scenery 
construction, in staging, in program 
building and evén in music. He 
created the de luxe theatre and the 
air of elegant luxury. He was the 
No. 1 exhibitor of the world and 
without a close competitor, 


Few Personalities 


Although he produced stage shows 
for years, Roxy developed few stage 
personalities, perhaps because he 
specialized in mass effects rather 
than individual talent. Most of his 
‘discoveries’ were in the classical 
field of music, singing, dancing, or 
staging. They included Erno Rapee, 
Patricia Bowman, Jan Peerce, Viola 
Philo, Leon Leonidoff and Clark 
Robinson. 

While he handled and spent mile 
lions, it is doubtful whether Roxy 
ever personally reached the status 
of millionaire at any time. He was 
a high salaried man (he drew $2,500 
a week at Radio City) but he never 
gained complete financial control 
over the theatres he operated for 
others, 

Roxy’s first serious illness oce- 
curred just prior to the opening of 
Radio City under the strain of get- 
ting the project under way. He at- 
tended the opening with a nurse at 
his side, and shortly after the opene- 
ing had. to go away for his health, 
A year ago, following a heart attack, 
his physician warned him against 
continuing his work, but Roxy re- 
plied: ‘I would rather die with my 
boots on.’ He was an ardent golfer 
and the weekend before his death 
he played a strenuous 18 holes. 

Surviving 8S. L. Rothafel are his 
widow, a son, Arthur, and a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. George Bijur. The son 
was formerly connected with a 
studio on the Coast and is now in 
the advertising business, 

Funeral services will be held to- 
day (Wednesday) at 11 a. m. at the 
Central Synagogue, Lexington ave- 
nue and 55th street, with burial in 
Linden Hills cemetery, Brooklyn. 


Loew’s $1,811,396 Net 


For the quarter ended Nov. 21 
last, Loew's, Inc., shows a net profit 
of $1,811,396, which is equal to 
$13.25 a share on the preferred and 
$1.98 a share on the common stock 
of the company. 

This earning compares with $2,- 
001,308 for the corresponding 12 
weeks in 1934, or $14.64 on the pre- 
ferred and $1.23 on the common, 








REPUBLIC’S QUINTET 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Five features will be put into proe 
duction at Republic by Jan. 23. 





They are ‘G-Men of the 90's,’ 
‘House of a Tousand Candles,’ ‘Red 
Ri silev, ‘Laughing Irish Eyes’ 


and ‘Tiger Valley.’ 
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New York's high society, Mrs. Vincent Astor and 
the pick of Park Avenue, flock to the New York 
Paramount...at $10 a whack—to see the opening 
ot “Rose of the Rancho” and give their support 
to that worthy charity, the Musicians’ Emergency 
Unemployment Relief Fund... and do they 
cheer Swarthout? They | go wild about her! 
* 














Go for He! 


Thousands and thousands of picture fans mob 
the first regular showing of the picture ... and 
do they like Swarthout? The answer is simply 
this: the first day's business is the highest 
since the opening of that record-breaking box 
office smash ..."The Lives of a Bengal Lancer.” . 








por! 


Ed Sullivan, Daily News Columnis’, writes: | 
Dear G. S.: Caught your picture, “Rose of the I 
Rancho”, last night at the Paramount. You're } 
gorgeous, Honey. E. S. ! 
William Boehnel, World-Telegram: 


Miss Swarthout is lovely to look at and thrilling ! 
to hear. | : | 





Kate Cameron, Daily News: 

Miss Swarthout has the attributes that presage 
a great film career—she has beauty, grace, 
ardour, a melodious speaking and a beautifully 


trained singing voice. 
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RANCHO 


JOHN BOLES and GLADYS SWARTHOUT 


Or 
THE 
kford « Willie Howard « Herb 


illiams « Grace Bradley « H. B. Warner 
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A Paramount Picture ° Directed by Marion Gering 
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Society 


Broadcasters and Transcription Firms Rap Network 
Influence—-N.A.B. Pleas Turned Down Flatly by 





(Warner Bros. had by press time 

yesierday (Tuesday) obtained li- 
censing contract signatures from 
202 stations. Newcomers to the 
list included WDAF, mouthpiece 
for the Kansas City Star, KRLD, 
operated by the Dallas Times- 
Herald; WOAI, the San Antonio 
Light’s outlet; KOMO, Seattle; 
KALE, Portland, Ore., KVOO, 
Oklahoma City, and WJAR, 
Providence.) 
. Leaders of the indie faction in the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers had by press time yesterday 
(Tuesday). reconciled themselves to 
the fact that there was nothing they 
could do to prevent the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers from bringing the sta- 
tions in general into line by today 
(Wednesday). In a wire sent out 
to 390 stations last Friday (9) 
ASCAP gave the broadcasters until 
Jan, 15 to accept the new five-year 
license. agreement or consider them- 
selves infringers. 

Impression in both radio and mu- 
sic circles.is that several major sta- 
tions, including WLW, Cincinnati, 
will resist the ASCAP ultimatum 
with counter litigation, should the 
Society file infringement suits 
against them. The resisters, it is 
anticipated, will charge that they 
have been subjected to a squeeze all 

Way around with the national 
networks co-operating with ASCAP 
in putting over the latter’s new con- 
tract. Indications were also given 
yesterday (Tuesday) that, even 
though the vast majority of sta- 
tions will have yielded to the ASCAP 
ultimatum, an emergency meeting 
of the NAB membership will be held 
in Washington within the next four 
weeks to discuss what legal action 
can be taken to vacate the ASCAP 
contracts. It has also been inti- 
mated that this meeting will discuss 
the proposition of asking NBC and 
Columbia to withdraw the member- 
- ship of their owned and operated 
stations from the trade asso-ziation. 

Efforts of James W. Baldwin, 
executive secretary of the NAB, to 
induce ASCAP to agree to a tem- 
porary stay on its ultimatum proved 
fruitless Monday (13). Baldwin in a 
wire to Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, on 
that day had asked that he be per- 
mitted to appear before the ASCAP 
directorate so that he could present 
his plea for a postponement, but he 
was advised that the board was 
determined to let the ultimatum re- 
main as is. In a subsequent phone 
conversation with E. C. Mills, 
ASCAP gen, megr., Baldwin again 
sought a stay of action, suggesting 
} that the ASCAP board ‘first permit 
him to present a tentative program 
- on copyright fee adjudication that he 
had mapped out. Mills’ answer was 
that contracts from stations were 
rapidly pouring in and that the So- 
ciety would at a future date be will- 
ing to reform. these contracts if a 
satisfactory plan -in that. direction 
was contained in’ Baldwin’s pro- 
gram. Mills remarked that if there 
was to be any rewriting of con- 
tracts this would have to include 
those now held by the networks. 
Following this conversation Baldwin 
airmailed to ASCAP a copy of his 
program. ' 

Networks Position 

Top executives of both NBC and 
Columbia have since the issuance 
of the ASCAP ultimatum been mull- 
ing over what action to take toward 
their associated ou’ :ts which by 
midnight today (Wednesday) had 
failed to accept the Society’s five 
year contract. View taken by these 
nétwork officials is that they pro- 
pose to stand by their present 
agreement with ASCAP and there 
would be no alternative for their as- 
sociated outlets but to yield to the 
contract as offered by the Society. 
Indicated last minute action on the 
part of the networks was that they 
would, as the deadline approached, 
check with ASCAP on the stations 
heard from and dispatch a telegram 
to recalcitrant affiliates warning 
them of the contractual complica- 
tions that would follow if they did 


coverage for music: These wires will, 
it is understood, eall the affiliated 


not obtain the necessary license. 


which stipulates that they must have 
licenses from ASCAP or such other 
copyright owners which’ control 
music broadcast by the webs on 
commercial programs. 

It was reported in broadcast 
circles yesterday that the more im- 
portant of indie transcription manu- 
facturers would ally themselves 
with resistant broadcasters in bring- 
ing legal action against the Society. 
From this same source it was 
learned that the proceedings would 
revolve around the charge that the 
Society in refusing to deal directly 
on performing rights licenses with 
transcription makers for commer- 
cial programs turned out prior to 
Jan. 1, 1936, was acting in restraint 
of trade. It was also indicated that 
the national networks would be 
drawn into the litigation, with the 
allegation being that they had been 
working hand in hand with ASCAP 
in imposing the five-year contract 
on the independent stations and as 
such constituted part of the alleged 
conspiracy, 


Chevrolet Case 


Most important of the request for 
direct licensing of transcription was 
made to the ASCAP. board by the 
World Broadcasting System in be- 
half of Chevrolet. World, in its pe- 
tition, stated that the mechanical 
licenses for. the programs involved 
had been obtained long before Jan. 
1, 1936, and that unless clearances 
were obtained from the Society 
Chevrolet would be prevented from 
placing the disc campaign on 380 
stations, with heavy damages re- 
sulting both to the transcription 
producer and the auto manufacturer. 
Warner Bros. issued a performing 
release for this program series to 
Chevrolet two weeks ago, with the 
understanding that the former 
would have until Oct. 1 to work out 
a fee for the music involved. Un- 
der the Warner permit the Chev- 
rolet discs may be played on any 
station, regardless of whether it 
holds a Warner license. 

Temporary quarters which the 
NAB maintained at the St. Regis 
hotel in New York have been aban- 
doned. It is Baldwin's belief now 
that there is nothing to be gained 
for the indie broadcasters by his 
keeping in close contact with 
ASCAP and that hereafter the copy- 
right matter could be carried on 
most effectively from Washington. 


HOTEL SUIT AMENDED: 
JOLSON IS DROPPED 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, 


- Al Jolson, named with NBC in 
$100,000 damage suit brought here 
last summer by Summit Hotel, 
Uniontown, Pa., was eliminated as 
a defendant in the action last week 
in amended statement of claim filed 
in common pleas court. 

Hotel claimed:,Jolson made de- 
rogatory remarks about spot while 
interviewing Sam Parks, Jr., open 
golf champion and once the pro 
there, on radio last June. Three 
judges later expressed an informal 
opinion that Jolson and broadcast- 
ing company shouldn’t be joined in 
one suit. As result, counsel for 
Summit filed amended action, drop- 
ping Jolson and naming only NBC. 


JACKSON CHIEFS CHI 
~ E. KATZ REP OFFICE 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

After having been on the E. Katz 
newspaper-radio station representa- 
tive company’s payroll here for two 
weeks, Lowell Jackson was for- 
mally announced as special radio 
contact and salesman for the local 
E,. Katz firm. Eugene Katz made 
the appointment for the outfit. 

Jackson moves in on the Katz 
payroll after having had his own 
station rep outfit of Jackson- 
Moore. With the acquisition of 
Jackson the rep company also added 

















stations’ attention to the clause in 
ginete coptracts with the networks 





;}WOWO, Ft. Wayne and WMC, 


STATIONS, BURNING UP, REPORTED SET 





FOR LEGAL TILT WITH ASCAP 


WARING DECISION DELAYED 


Additional Briefs Postpone Phila- 
delphia Verdict 








Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

Decision by Judge Harry 8. Mc-~- 
Devitt is expected next week in case 
of Fred Waring against WDAS. 
Lawyers for opposing sides entered 
additional briefs last Friday (10). 
Expectea@ losing side will appeal, 
with likelihood of case being carried 
to highest courts and ultimate de- 
cision a ‘matter of months or years 
off, ‘ 

Matter, involving broadcasting 
rights of phonograph records made 
by performers, reached court when 
bandleader brought injunction suit 
against station. 


‘WE LOVE A PARADE 
WITHOUT WB MUSIC’ 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Warner-ASCAP split has had one 
more reaction on broadcast situa- 
tion. It busted up elaborate plans 
for ether description of annual 
Mummer’s Parade here. Because 
paraders: have bands that play pop 
tunes during the march, WIP and 
WFIL cancelled original intentions 
of covering entire affair and broad- 
cast mere half-hour programs in 
which music was glaringly missing. 

Entire parade lasts upwards of 
four hours. WIP at first had ex- 
clusive, but WFIL brought its short- 
wave equipment into play and also 
described part of show. Both feared 
bands would play W-B tunes, 


Col. Steopnagle’s Wife 
_ Will Contest Divorce 


Rochester, Jan. 14. 

Mrs. Frederick Chase Taylor, 
wife of ‘Col Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle’ 
of Stoopnagle and Budd, radio 
comedy team, will fight any divorce 
her husband may obtain in Nevada, 
she announced at her home. here. 
She was surprised by a divorce suit 
secretly filed in Carson City, Nev., 
charging. mental cruelty and incom- 
patibility. 

They were married in Brighton, 
suburb of Rochester, in 1919 and 
have a son, Frederick, Jr. Taylor's 
home is in- Buffalo. 


Wynn May Be Back 


J. Stirling Getchell agency has 
taken on option on Ed Wynn’s 
services for Plymouth Motors pend- 
ing the closing of a time contract 
for the show on CBS. Cash in- 
volved in the option is $2,000. 

_ Wynn would like to have Cliff 
Hall do the straight in his new air 
act. Inquiries in this direction by 
Wynn last week revealed that Jack 
Pearl’s ex-feed was on the /-West- 
coast and had no intention of re- 
turning to New York for some time. 
Alimony trouble is one of the rea- 
sons, 




















Fred Astaire Indef 


Lucky Strike has not decided 
whether to bring Fred Astaire back 
for a series of appearances on its 
Saturday night program over NBC. 
Original plan cf the cig account had 
been to return him for either four or 
six weeks soon after he had com- 
pleted work on the RKO production, 
‘Follow the Fieet.’ 

Commercial’s position makes it 
uncertain whether Astaire will-intro- 
duce the music from ‘Follow the 
Fleet’ on the air as he did for ‘Top 
Hat.’ Astaire is getting ready for 
his next picture on the Coast, 





Beemer Sues Wife 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Charging his wife with neglect of 
their home and four children for 
past two years, Brace Beemer, as- 
sistant general manager of WXYZ, 
filed suit for divorce last week. He 
declared he was forced to hire three 
servants to take her place, 

Beemer petitioned for an injunc- 
tion restraining his wife, Evelyn, 
from removing their four children, 
Robert, 10; Joseph, 8; Barbara, 6. 





Memphis, to its list of stations, 


and Richard, 2, from jurisdiction of 
-Cireuit Court, 


Wednesday, January 15, 1936 








Baldvin Raps ASCAP 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Denouncing precipitate moves to force the industry to initial five- 
year contracts with American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, James_W. Baldwin, mans/ing director of the National 
Association of Broadcasters and the association’s advisory committee 
on copyright Monday (13) fired a broadside at copyright-owners, 
demanding an end to ‘discrimination’ and general overhauling of the 
licensing system now in use. 

N, A, B. blast was in the form of a lengthy statement outlining 
both the immediate and long-term program in behalf of association 
members upon which Baldwin and the six-man committee have em- 
barked. Besides serving notice on the music publishing industry, 
the statement served to answer recent protests by Leo V. Fitz- 
patrick, vice-president of WJR, Detroit, and president of the N. A, 
B., and to rebuke the networks ‘for failure to play ball with inde- 
pendents.’ 

Reflecting approval of the attitude taken by the Warner Bros. 
houses and accusing ASCAP of trying to induce broadcasters 
into tying themselves up for five years, the declaration reiterated 
demands for a per-piece basis of licensing stations, equal treatment 
of all broadcasters and of different members of the same classes, 
indemnities against infringement actions, uniform contracts, and 
various other new practices and principles. 

Warning members to scrutinize contracts thoroughly, the N. A. B. 
committee threw out a veiled hint to the industry to think carefully 
before yielding to ASCAP demands that five-year contracts be 
signed by Wednesday (15) but the statement did not go so far as 





” to give specific advice to broadcasters. Baldwin voiced the opinion 


that stations needing ASCAP music appear to have ‘no alternative 
but to accept the five-year contract’ but at the same time lamented 
that the Society’s deadline has put ‘increased obstacles in the way 
of future negotiations.’ If the obstacles are insuperable, N. A. B. 
officer suggested, ‘that is all the more reason for bending every 
effort to carry out the rest of the program.’ 

Negotiations which have been going on for several weeks, the 
bulletin informed N. A. B. members, are aimed at elimination of 
all discriminations, an equitable basis for fixing costs, clearance of 
copyright at the program source, compulsory and up-to-date cata- 
logs, reasonable clerical arrangements, and, above all, a measured- 
service licensing system, 

The Baldwin statement left no doubt about the depth of feeling 
among independents over the failure of the two principal networks 
to help the industry present a united front in the campaign declaring 
that the ‘principal obstacle to satisfactory negotiations with ASCAP 
proceeds from its outstanding contracts with the two network com- 
panies and certain individual broadcasters. In this manner, Baldwin 
replied to the protests from Fitzpatrick that the present ‘network- 
dominatéd’ N. A. B. regime is selling radio down the river, 

‘It cannot be denied that the fact that such contracts are out- 
standing presents a serious problem in any future negotiations, 
particularly since some of the contracts (e.g. those of the two net- 
works) contain material advantages which will not lightly be sur- 
rendered,’ Baldwin asserted, 

The temporary 90-day contracts offered by the Warner Bros. firms, 
the bulletin stated, provide the first ‘substantial hope of the ac- 
complishment of certain of the broadcasters’ prime objectives’ but 
at the same time contain defects which should be removed in per- 
manent agreements and future negotiations. Primary objections 
listed were the limitation on indemnity provisions and the burden- 
some report requirements. 

“ieee Praise WB Practice 

Demanding compulsory furnishing of catalogs, Baldwin warned 
members not to sign any contracts which do not require the licens- 
ing: organization to provide complete lists and up-to-date additions 
at fixed periods. In this connection, the Warner Bros. contracts 
were praised. 

Contracts requiring an undue amount of clerical work must be 
avoided, the bulletin said, noting that only limited report can be 
expected from affiliated stations concerning network broadcasts, 
and that stations are not in position to make complete accounts 
about records and transcriptions, 

Three principal systems were described as possible in analyzing 
the chances of working out a satisfactory per-piece license scheme. 
Remarking that the practical difficulties of fixing a‘ price scale on 
the basis of station size, powér, business volume, service area, or 
frequency, N. A. B. listed these possibilities as (1) a fixed price for 
each number per performance, (2) fixed prices per performance for 
‘different classes of compositions, and (3) uniform charges based on 
@ percentage of the rate card. 

The second basis, involving a sliding scale based on card rates, is 
sought by the N. A. B. negotiatois. Baldwin remarked that while 
as many as 40 classifications might be required, the committee feels 
this system is practical if a simple classification method can be 
doped out. 

Enactment of the Duffy copyright bill, wiping out the $250 mini- 
mum penalty, and vigorous enforcement of the government's anti- 
trust suit against ASCAP are developments which offer hope to 
the industry in working out a long-range copyright program, the 
bulletin said. 








Miss Laudin on WMCA 


WMCA, New York, and the In- 





‘NIGHTER’ MAY SWITCH 
TO LA. FOR AMECHE 





ter-City hookup are bringing Luella 
S. Laudin, one of the guiding lights 
of the Women’s National Radio 
Committee and editor of the some- 
times virulent ‘Radio Review,’ to 
the mike tonight (Wednesday) at 
9.15 to talk about radio programs. 
Dick Fishell slated to conduct the 
stanza in the form of an interview. 

In preparing her spiel, Miss 
Laudin stated that WMCA had 
given her carte blanche leeway to 
say anything she wished about the 
current state of radio programs, and 
is also okaying mentioning of names 
in connection with programs which 
draw bad notices. 





Mary Pickford’s Program 


Mary Pickford’s r:ogram for Na- 
tional Association of Ice Industries 
starts Feb. 11, over Columbia 
Broadcasting from Hollywood. 
Broadcast will be known as ‘Parties 
at Pickfair,’ last name being the 
title of the Fairbanks-Pickford 
home in Beverly Hills. , 

Handled by Donahue & Coe. 

dad, 2 téaux 








Chicago, Jan, 14. 
Possibility that the ‘First Nighter’ 
program will be moved to the Coast 
following the signaturing of leading 
man Don Ameche by the 20th Cen- 


tury-Fox. Campana heads and Au- | . 


brey-Moore & Wallace chiefs are 
flipping to the Coast to look over 
the situation before deciding. 

Ameche himself is tied in with 
20th Century on a deal which 1s un- 
derstood to call for the privilege of 
doing three radio shots weekly. 

Another angle which is yet to be 
worked out is the question of the 
Ameche name. Picture studio is 
pondering whether or not to change 
the Ameche moniker to something 
that may look better in lights, but 
with the Campana mob understood 
plenty upset over the plan to alter 
leading man's name. 





Tom Coakley orchestra returns 
to the St. Francis Hotel, Frisco, and 
the Columbia-Don Lee network 
after seven month tour of eastern 
and southern key cities, 
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Say Commercial Television Dependent 
Upon Biz Conditions in ‘36 and ’37 





Commercial television is a def- 
inite possibility in 1937 and more 
than a probability in 1938, in the 
opinion of some experts. But the 
matter is believed dependent on 
conditions during 1936 and next 
year as regards the public. 

Because commercial television 
will undoubtedly follow the general 
lines of radio, with programs spon- 
gored and receiving sets in the 
home, it’s not expected in theatres. 
No tie-up with theatres in any way 
is proposed, according to a sur- 
vey of the field. Excessive cost 
will likely keep theatres out of this 
field until later phases. 

But real developments are ex- 
pected in television this year. Two 
major forces are Radio Corpora- 
tion of America and _ “Television 
Laboratories, Ltd. (Farnsworth). 
RCA expects to be on the air this 
apring and :to supply telephone and 
television programs to ultra-wave 
sets of 5 to 7-meter calibre in the 
New York metropolitan area. Con- 
struction of: equipment for a tele- 
vision station atop the Empire 
State building is now nearing com- 
pletion, with a transmitter on the 
86th floor and antenae on fore- 
most peak of the tower. These 
programs will cover distances of 20 
to 30 miles. RCA will spot receiv- 
ers of various types in and about 
N. Y., most of them to be placed 
in hands of those selected by the 
company’s engineers. From these 
tests the company expects to obtain 
firsthand information on televistic 
broadcasts. 

Programs of RCA will consist of 
talent in’ person and moving pic- 
ture films. 

Television Laboratories has. an- 
nounced stations for New York, 
Philadelphia and San _ Francisco. 
Plans were made known in a gen- 
eral announcement. There are also 
a few other television outfits. One 
is headed by William Hoyt Peck, 
formerly active in and around New 
‘York but more recently headquar- 
tered in Montreal. He is expected 
back in New York. Another is Na- 
tlonal Television Laboratories. ° 

England is still fighting over the 
system it plans to use in tests. 
Program is under the control of 
British Broadcasting Corp., with 
Electrical and Musical Industries, 
Ltd., and Baird Television Corp., 
Also bringing forth their systems, 


PRESTON ON THE HOOF 


Warious Rearrangements of Exec 
Berths at IBS 











Des Moines, Jan. 14. 
After making a number of bus!- 
Qess-getting trips to New York, 
cago, etc., Walter Preston has 
n designated national sales man- 
— for the Iowa Broadcasting 
KRNT, KSO, Des Moines and 
Ry Waterloo. Preston will 
fravel extensively. | 
Luther 8. Hill steps into Preston’s 
Pormer berth as genera] manager. 
Craig Lawrence continues as com- 
rcial manager and assistant gen- 
1 manager for KRNT and KSO 
ad Reginald Martin becomes pro- 
@ram director for both stations, as- 
@ated on KRNT by Ranny Daly and 
@& KSO by Lansing Lindquist. 
George Engelter, formerly on the 
NT announcing staff, becomes 


ger of the traffic department’ 


the new set-up, while Aleyn 
tis continues az advertising pro- 
motion manager. 

Rodney Lien also continues as 
Weasurer of KRNT, KSO and WMT 
@f Waterloo and Cedar Rapids and 
no changes are scheduled for WMT 

nnel, 

W. A. Richards has resigned as 
Program director of KRNT, 





Jack Nelson to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Jack Nelson, radio producer for 
the Lennen & Mitchell agency, is 
heading east to handle the Paul 
Whiteman program. 
IIe held the reins here on the Bing 
Crosby and Eddie Cantor Hall of 
ame shows. 
We 3. i 
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LOHR TELLS °EM 








Gathers Up Reigns of Authority 
at NBC 
Lenox Riley Lohr, NBC’s new 


president, took hold of the job last 
week as far as the home office is 
concerned. He also issued his first 
interoffice memo. It was addressed 
to department heads and advised 
them that those who were accus- 
tomed to reporting to M. H. Ayles- 
worth and Richard C. Patterson, 
Jr., the executive v.p., were hence- 
forth to do their reporting to him 
(Lohr) direct. 

No arrangements have been made 
as yet for Lohr’s greeting of the 
entire home office personnel. 


JAN. 22 NEW ‘GET 
OFF AIR’ 
DATE 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Refusing to back down on their 
previous decision to award a new 
station to the Brooklyn Daily Eagle 


Broadcasting Company, members of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week denied a rehear- 
ing on the case to WVFW, one of 
the three Brooklyn stations adversly 
affected by the decision, 

One member of the commission, 
Irvin S. Stewart, protested the de- 
nial action and urged reopening of 
the case. 

Strongly opposed to ownership of 
radio stations by newspapers, Com- 
missioner Stewart issued a four- 
page dissenting opinion, in which 
he pointed out that the rag’s victory 
in acquiring a station could hardly 
be in the ‘public interest, conven- 
ence and necessity.’ 

Screams of WARD, WLTH and 
WVFW, who shared with WBBC on 
the 1400 ke frequency, were disre- 
garded by six members of the Com- 
mish, when it was decided to kick 
the first three Brooklyn stations off 
the air; jump WBBC’s time from 
one-quartér to one-half and ring in 
the néw’ station, for the remaining 
half-time on the same assignment. 

Commissioner Stewart, though 
holding no brief for the three dis- 
appointed stations, objected to 
WBBC’s time-increase, as well as 
to granting of the Brooklyn Eagle’s 
application. Admitting that WBBC 
might have been ‘slightly better 
than the three stations deleted,’ the 
commissioner declaring that ‘judging 
from its past operations, it might 
have suffered the fate prescribed for 
them without any material loss to 
the public.’ 

Three stations whose license re- 
newals were denied will go off the 
air Jan. 22, carrying out the com- 
mish ruling that they were operated 
in a ‘negligent and slipshod’ manner, 
but plans to carry the fight back to 
the FCC doorstep already are in 
progress. 

8. J. Gellard, president of WLTH, 
remarked that ‘we have progressive 
plans to put before the commission, 
and the WLTH management feels 
confident the commission will ap- 
prove.’ Station WVFW is angling 
for a stay order against the Com- 
munications Commission and Rabbi 
Kronenberg, who operates station 
WARD, has filed a hearing applica- 
tion with the commish, seeking to 
prove proper operation of his trans- 
mitter and that he ‘has no apology 
to make’ for its performance on the 
alr, 











Zac Friedman off WMCA 
Zac Friedman has quit as man- 
ager of the WMCA, New York, Ar- 
tists Bureau. 
No decision has pong made az to 
his successor. 
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SELF-PROTECTION 
PROMPTS MOVE 


Network Has Made No Pur- 
chases in Four “Years 
Fearing Monopoly Cry— 
Meanwhile Columbia Has 
Been Dangling Bait Be- 
fore NBC Affiliates 


WHO CASE 








NBC has under consideration a 
proposal to purchase outright sev- 
eral affiliated stations which are 
located in strategic spots. Through 
such acquisitions the network would 


fee] secure from any further raids 
by Columbia and aiso prevent any 
shiftovers of important outlets to 
the Mutual Broadcasting System. 
It is over four years since NBC 


jhas done any buying or long-term 


leasing of stations. Network has 
been largely influenced against in- 
dulging in this procedure by two 
factors; one is the operating losses 
that such control have entailed in 
most instances, while the other has 
had to do with wariness of giving 
cause for cries of monopolistic prac- 
tices or tendencies. It has preferred 
to keep its strategic releases in the 
fold by the good-will or prestige 
method, and, as later developed, 
through an upping of the associated 
stations’ compensation. 

In the past Columbia’s bid for 
strengthening the links in its chain 
has had one element strongly in its 
favor. This was the injunction laid 
down by David Sarnoff that under 
no circumstances was NBC to at- 
tempt to wean away CBS affiliates 
by the purchase route, 

NBC is aware of the fact that Co- 
lumbia is keeping a sharp eye on 
the calendar as far as the expira- 
tion date of WHO’s contract with 
the former--network is concerned. 
NBC’s deal with the Des Moines 
50,000-watter has a couple years to 
go, and NBC is disposed to effect a 
solution of this situation for the 
future long. before the _present 
agreement expires. 


WJR Difficulties 


One switchover to CBS that has 
NBC still upset is that of WJR, De- 
troit. With the new president, 
Lenox Riley Lohr, in the position of 
actual operating head of the net- 
work, NBC figures that it will be 
able to treat more effectively when 
similar situations arise in the fu- 
ture. In regard to the WJR matter, 
NBC execs feel that they can derive 
some balm for themselves from the 
report that Columbia is experiencing 
from WJR some of the headaches 
that were once NBC’s lot. One of 
these CBS concerns involves the 
contract that WJR has signatured 
with Wheaties (General Mills) for a 
reported $40,000 for the broadcasting 
of the Tigers’ out-of-town games, 
77 in number. Under such circum- 
stances CBS commercials would be 
barred from the station’s spring, 
summer and early fall afternoon 
schedules. 





Salt Lake City, Jan. 14. 

Latest step in NBC’s expansion 
campaign for the blue (WJZ) net- 
work is the addition of KLO, Ogden, 
Utah, to the list of affiliates. NBC's 
ultimate aim is to have a second 
station in every important point 
outside the basic area so that there 
will be available separate supple- 
mentary outlets for the red (WEAF) 
and blue links. NBC capped a sur- 
vey of several months along this 
line by reviving the old orange link 
some weeks ago and making it the 
Pacific supplementary of the blue 
trail. 

KLO’'s joining of the blue becomes 
effective today (Wednesday). Sta- 
tion, which operates full time on 
1,400 k.c. and at 2,500 watts, is 
owned by the Ogden Standard Ex- 
aminer. KLO’s transmitter is lo- 
cated 30 miles from Salt Lake City, 
and the network figures that with 
the necessary changes in the sta- 
tion’s transmitier KLO may be able 


BC MAY BUY STATIONS | 
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Omens Favor Zippy ‘36 for Radio; 
NBC Strong Snap-Back on Accts. 








Stays With ‘Jumbo,’ Otherwise But 
Little Changed 





Texaco has dropped its intention 
of radically changing the ‘Jumbo’ 
program, and the original setup 
stays practically as is for the second 
13-week stretch over NBC. Jimmy 
Durante has agreed to remain, along 
with the rest of the cast from the 
legit show, while Eddie Duchin takes 
over the baton. 

Slight alteration in the script for- 
mula will allow for the booking of 
outside specialty acts on a weekly 
basis. This started last night 
(Tuesday) with the Cabin Kids. 
Otherwise no changes contemplated 
except a possible reduction in the 
size of the present large orchestra. 


The Boys Relent: 
Let Cantor Pick 
Up the Check 


Eddie Cantor and the New York 
radio editors are now palsy-walsy. 
Uproar that Cantor caused last 
season when unloading some un- 
flattering comment concerning the 
columnists was forgotten in a din- 
ner thrown last week by Cantor 
with the scriveners as his guests. 
Bob Taplinger handled the details 
for the comic, 

Those showing up at feed in- 
cluded: Aaron Stein, Post; Alton 
Cook, World - Telegram; Charles 
Butterfield, A. P.; Charles Kenny, 
Mirror; Dan Walker, News; C. J. 
Ingram, Jersey Journal; F. Hyman, 
King Features; Al Sonne, Newark 
Call; Orrin Dunlop, Times; Everett 
Walker, Herald-Tribune; Lac Mil- 
ler, Bridgeport Herald; Sam Kauf- 
man, Sun; Louis Reid, American, 

Eddie Cantor continues his Peb- 
eco broadcasts until May in the 
east, and will include some six 
weeks of them from Florida. Will be 
Miami or Palm Beach, depending on 
which has the better pickup bands 
available. 

Cantor's next Sam Goldwyn 
filmusical will also depend on a def- 
inite legal proviso, says the come- 
dian, of ‘what constitutes a reason- 
able period of production.’ Last 
Spring he was rushed west and 
shooting didn’t start until Oct, 1. 
Cantor claims that cut his oppor- 
tunities for broadcasts and personal 
appearances sharply. 


$5 Raises at CBS 


Raises from a dollar to five bucks 
went into effect last week at CBS. 
home office. Most all departments 
included in the payroll increase, 
from production to stenographers. 

Scale was varied in some cases, 
but never over the five mark, 

















K. K. Hansen’s Chore 


Kenneth K. Hansen hag replaced 
Douglas Storer as radio talent con- 
tact for the Rockwell-O’ Keefe office. 

Storer resigned some weeks ago 
to manage Robert L. Ripley. 





to shoot a signal which will include 
Salt Lake City. 

Network night rate for KLO {js 
$120 for an hour, $72 per half hour, 
and $48 per quarter hour, 


—_—_—— — 


Denver, Jan. 14. 
Stations KFEL-KVOD are 
strongly reported here as joining 
NBC network. Have been unaf- 
filiated previously. 
Would presumably become part of 
new Western loop of the blue web. 





DURANTE CHANGES MIND 


Having hung up anéall time 
record last year (approximately 
$86,000,000), broadcasters currently 
are in unanimous agreement that 


the stage is set for an even better 


haul in 1936. Primary basis for this 
expectation. of course, is the general 


business outlook which—presiden- 
tial year notwithstanding—con- 
tinues more than ever to assume the 
proportions of a lucrative boomlet. 

From a more specific angle, the 
webs are cheered by the speed with 
which they pulled out of the chaos 
following the end of the Fall season. 
This is particularly true of NBC. 
Latter had the weeps for a while, 
following the loss of some cream 
biz, but subsequently its account 
roster has perked up to the extent 
that its sales department now un- 
officially expects a $34,000,000 year 
in 1936. Past year was worth $31,- 
148,931. ' 

Latest bookings at NBC include 
the following: a series for Bowey’s 
Inc. (fruit and chocolate products) 
to begin March 1 over the Red and 
run for 52 weeks on Sunday after- 
noons 1:30 to 1:45, and Thursday 
afternoons, 5 to 5:15; talent and 
show not set. Second newcomer is 


sor Edwin C. Hill’s ‘Human Side of 
the News’ over the Red Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 7:30 p. m. 
beginning Jan. 27. Also recently en- 
tered on the books is a stanza for 
the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. Will 
bankroll the Pittsburgh symph on 
Thursdays 8:30 to 9 p. m. beginning 
Feb. 6 over the Blue. 

NBC renewals include: American 
Home Products’ ‘Easy Aces,’ 52 
weeks; Chevrolet (Rubinoff), 13 
weeks; A & P Gypsies, 31- weeks; 
Jergens (Winchell), 52 weeks (but 
dropping the Pacific Red web); 
Humphrey’s Homeopathic Medicine 
(Breen & De Rose), five weeks. 

CBS’s new account list the latest 
comer is Corn Products Refining, 
skedded to put on some shows be- 
ginning Jan. 20.for Kre-Mel, Karo 
and Mazola. Series, called ‘Musical 
Reveries,’ will hit 30 CBS stations 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 12:15 to 12:30 p. m. CBS 
renewals are: Krueger Brewing Co.; 


Hinds Honey & Almond Cream 
(Leslie Howard); and the Ford 
symphs. 


New Mutual account is Fels- 
Naptha which launches a ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ program Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays at 12:15 p. m. 
beginning Feb. 17. 


NBC PACIFIES 
_WEEL, BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 14. 


WEE! has signatured NBC’s new 
station compensation contract, with 
the network allotted a stipulated 
number of commercial hours per 
day. Agreement becomes effective 
March 1. 

Negotiations between the web and 
its local red release reached an im- 
passe early last year when the sta- 
tion objected to the moving of cer- 
tain local programs to make room 
for NBC commercials and the cov- 





NBC which resulted in a reduction 
of WEETIs network rate. 
Compromise included the making 
of another survey and the upward 
readjustment of the rate. 





C. L. McCarthy at KYA 


Sar Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Cc. L. McCarthy is the third new 
executive to join KYA during the 
past few weeks. 

McCarthy comes to KYA from San 
Jose, where he has managed KQW 
since that station was taken over by 
Julius Brunton, owner of KJBS and 
affiliated stations. Succeeding him 





in San Jose will be H. Feiberg. 


Remington Rand which will spon- * 


erage survey made of the outlet by <. 





: 
i 
, 
P 
a 











86 VARIETY 
——oIlll])]] _ _____—e————_—— 


RABDEICG REPORTS 











ADELE ASTAIRE 
page, Song 


5 Mins. 
RCA MAGIC KEY 
Sunday, 2 p.m, E.8.T. 
WJZ, New York 

(Lord & Thomas) 


This is as close to a public ap- 
pearance as Adele Astaire (Lady 
Cavendish) has made in this coun- 
try since her marriage. Occasion, 
presumably by request, came on the 
regular RCA Sunday hour (12), 

As a matter of fact, Miss Astaire 
actually did less than five minutes 
and can carry more weight than the 
script allotted her here. For com- 
ediennes of the calibre of this young 
lady don’t forget. Indicating that 
inasmuch. as Miss Astaire is on her 
way to the Coast to visit her brother, 
Fred, she probably will also be met 
at the train by not more than 2,000 
offers to take a whack at pictures, 

In. this instance she opened via a 
bantering interview with the an- 
nouncer, a couple of paragraphs on 
England, plus a few asides for her 
brother and finished with a para- 
Phrase on ‘Here Come the British.’ 
The song permitted the best oppor- 
tunity although her method through- 
out was superior to the material. 

But this broadcast by Miss Astaire 
should not be taken too seriously 
inasmuch as it’s extremely. doubtful 
if she has any air, film, or stage in- 
tentions. Yet this brief appearance 
was sufficient to indicate that any 
decision on professional resumovtion 
will be hers. Bid. 





‘MELODY MAN’ 
With Wayne Cody 


Song Contest 
15 Mins. 
Sustainin 
Daily, 6:15 p.m. 


WFIL, Philadeiphia 

Hitting the ether since June, this 
stanza has grown to be time-tester 
for station because it’s sure-fire 
mail-puller; Cody, who also is ‘Jolly 
Man’ of another series, has been 
averaging around 1,000 replies a 
show, hitting single high. of more 
than 2,800. ; 

Plunking ivories and humming or 
@q-de-da-ing familiar tunes, he 
plays five numbers in show and in- 
ites dialers to guess titles. First 
25 correct answers (by mail) get 
film: ducats. Tie-in with Arcadia, 
Carman and Tower-Nixon-Roose- 
velt houses gets station the Annie 
Oakleys and free ballyhoo for show 
fin exchange for gratis air plug. 

Cody has free-and-easy manner, 
kids announcer, listeners and songs. 
It’s all informal and almost certain 
to please. And he gives enough 
‘plain hints to make correct answers 
easy. Strange angle of returns is 
that many dialers from distant 
towns send in answers hoping to 
get ducats to Philly shows. Price of 
carfare would often be much above 
cost of ticket. It’s the old sumpin’ 
for nothin’ urge. ‘Melody Man’ has 
been all over WFIL board at various 
times, but he never misses with 
mail Hobe. 





HENRY HICKMAN 
*You and Your Radio’ 
15 Mins. 
RCA-ViICTOR 
WFBR, Baltimore 
(Lord & Thomas) 
Half-year back WFBR started 


'.. this series of weekly programs on 


sustaining basis. At time object 
was to interest public in keeping 
radio sets well conditioned and 
keeping the folks well aware of 
what programs (all, of course, ema- 
mating from WFBR) were consid- 
ered eminently worth cupping an ear 
' to. Each week some local promi- 
nent,. drawn from all paths of life, 


was guest for announcer Hickman, [ 


and gave the answers off prepared 
script when queried . what each 
personally thought about radio as 
entertainment, educational factor, 
moral uplifter and all the other at- 
tributes radio credits itself with 
having. Programs were off the 
beaten track, and successful. 


Recently WFBR bought heap of 
transmitter equipment from RCA, 
and last week that company popped 
up as bankroller for series of pro- 
grams. Very brief plugs, advertising 
set tubes, and so unobtrusively sifted 
into program that it scarcely sounds 
like a commercial. In that, program 
retains its high order of merit. 





WEAVERS OF MELODY 
Quartet, Sports Review 


15 Mins. 
PENDLETON WOOLEN MILLS 
KOIN, Portland, Ore. 

This is a highlight local spot pre- 
senting a well-balanced quartet, 
with two instrumental side men, 
tied in with local sports news. KOIN 
in the past has been a leader in re- 
enactments of sports events on the 

‘coast, and is here doing a nise job 
of showmanship in two er three- 
minute dramatization of sports 
highlights of the week preceding 
program. , 

Commercials are handled in semi- 
humorous vein, with entire program 
tempoed to swift pace. Quartet 
measures up well, and announcer, 
Billy Sandiford, does a slick job of 
m.c.’ing. Feature is good example 
of local production with merchan- 
dising angles. Beede. 





CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, Jr. 
News Commentator ee! 

15 Mins. ‘ 
MARTINSON’S COFFE 

Sunday, 1:30 p.m., EST. 

WEAF, New York 

(Albert, Frank, Guenther, Law, Inc.) 

Personalities in the news of the 
week is the substance of a new local 
series with Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr. 
airing on Sundays for Martinson’s 
coffee. In the first program (12), 
speaker did some brief commercial 
boosting for the java product, ran 
out of breath and lost his place in 
the copy. Otherwise, it was a 
straight reporting job, with his 
ability to glean the news-squlbs, 
apparent for the most part. 

Most of the talk centefed around 
Washington, with various political 
figures discussed from their health 
to their attire. Observations also 
hopped to the Cocoanut Grove, L.A. 
and then back to the Hauptmann 
case. During the week, Vanderbilt 
dined with various celebrities which 
helped to provide copy for the quar- 
ter-hour run. Bral. 





ROUND THE WORLD IN N. Y. 
Music, Singing, Talk 

30 Mins. 

N. Y. SUNDAY MIRROR 

Saturday, 7 p.m. 

WNEW, New York 

This third in series of new broad- 
casts by the Sunday Mirror, con- 
ducted by Kenneth McCaleb, m.e. of 
Sunday Mirror magazine section, 
was visit to New York’s Russian 
colony. As with preceding trips to 
typical foreign neighborhoods, lead- 
ing musicians, singers and leaders 
representing N. Y.’s Russos com- 
prise most of broadcast. 

Probably most pleasing soloist 
was Miss Nadine Kortez, who ap- 
peared in one of original Chauve 
Souris shows and who now is cur- 
rently singing at St. Regis hotel. 
Another innovation was the appear- 
ance of Inna Rubelova, who sang 
two of her own compositions. Addi- 
tional Russ background was pro- 
vided by an interview with Prince 
Alexis Obolensky who sang in ‘Music 
in the Air’ production which served 
to emphasize accomplishments and 
points of interest with Russians in 
America. 

Adroit manner of introducing art- 
ists and conducting whole program 
as done by McCaleb is strong point 
of proceedings. Originally he made 
his debut on the airwaves as pinch- 
hitter for Jack Lait. 

Bally for the Mirror is held down 
to absolute minimum, making it 
doubly effective. m recently 
was extended to haif an hour from 
original 15-minute length. It sup- 
Plants Lait’s Mirror Flashes, now 
moved to WINS, Wear. 





SHEA’S SYMPHONIC ENSEMBLE 
John Ingram, Gertrude Lutzi, 

Audre Ely 
Music 
30 Mins. 

SHEA OPERATING CORP, 
Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. 
WBEN, Buffalo 

‘Symphenic’ tag a little mislead- 
ing on program caught which was 
made up entirely of pop hits— 
mostly film tunes past, present or 
future in Shea theatres. But very 
agreeable as a light musical half- 
hour with good change of pace and 
plenty of variety including vocal 
quartet, harmonica medley and two 
sopranos, : 

Breadcasts from the mezzanine of 
Shea’s Buffalo are old old stuff here, 
talent formerly being supplied from 
current stage show. Since stage 
shows have been eliminated burden 
ef entertaining falls on regular or- 
chestra staff. John Ingram, director 
of pit. band, recently took over 
broadcast period, previously dele- 
gated to an assistant. 

This same program served as 
radio training ground for Louis 
Breese, Ingram's predecessor and 
now being handled by NBC with 
broadcasts from the Weylin. 

High spots of Saturday's (11) 
show were solos, ‘Love Me Forever’ 
by Audry Ely, mezzo-soprano, and 
‘When I Grow Too Old To Dream’ 
by Gertrude Lutzi, lyric-soprano., 
Both good jobs and enough differ- 
ence in character of. voices to dis- 
tinguish. Not such a happy result 
later when two operatic-type voices 
attempted light, bouncy interpreta- 
tion of ‘Little Gypsy Tea Room.’ 

Commercial at start stressed cur- 
rent bill at Buffalo; closing an- 
nouncement outlined next week’s 
bill and mentioned ‘Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ opening at Hippo- 
drome, another Shea house. Charles 
Lewis announced. Reed. 





LOUIS AZRAEL 
Talk 


15 Mins. 
SCOTT MOTOR CO. 
WBAL, Baltimore 
Azrael, columnist on Hearst rag 
here is a scribe with a large follow- 
ing in Balto. Ata glance a natural 
for the ether in a chatter role, his 
voice is against him badly. Very 
unfortunate. Has style, charm, wit 
and mountains of material—but a 
pair of pipes that grate, rasp and 
devalue his performance. 
Guest-warbler five-year-old Ethel 
nm, sang song after Azrael 
oversold her with glowing intro. 
She proved fair. Might have been 








tedious, repetitious, commercial 


raves by announcer. 


tions fail to 
mounting exciterment at any time. 
The weakness in the latter case lies 
more with the writing than the 
casting and acting. Adding to the 
general dullness ig the incidental 
‘conversations, those that serve to 
paint the program’s background and 
introduce the musical numbers, and 
the others that attempt to lead up 
to O’Reilly’s rep as a soldier of for- 
tune and his divers adventures. 


sists of 
strummings on the guitar, 
McDonnell’s bass-baritoning of bal- 
lads of the mauve decade, and the 
tango instrumentations of Enoch 
Light’s orchestra. 


CAFE OF THE RED DAGGER 
With Tex on Craig McDonnell, 

Enoch Light, Martinez Oyanguren 
Drama, Songs, Band 


36 Mins. 
SPUD CIGARETS 
Tues., 11 p.m. EST 
WOR, New York 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

Spud has set ouf.to cram a lot 
of color into this weekly stanza, but 
the thing falls far short of being 
either colorful or good entertain- 
ment for several reasons, of which 
not the least important is the total 
absence of the femme element in 
both the cast and the adveniure 
narratives. It is obvious enough 
why the episodic bits can't mix up 
the central figure of this series, Tex 
O’Reilly, with women, as he has a 
wife waiting for him hark in the 
States, but the Latin - American 


cafes in which adventurer is pur- 
ported to plot many a coup might 
easily have some femme entertain- 
ers. 
smart, well-rounded routining, the 
program could include one signor- 
ita to air an occasional ditty. 


At least, from the angle of 


Proceedings are awkwardly dove- 
tailed and paced. Dramatic por- 
develop a sense of 


Musical phase of the show con- 
Martinez Oyanguren’s 
Craig 


Plug revolves around the assur- 


ance of Spud’s power to stimulate 
and refresh and the recital of testi- 
monials along the same lines. : 


Odec, 





CARL VON HOFFMAN 
Philips Lord Adventure Tales 
ins. 
PHILIP MORRIS CiGS, 
Tues., 8 pmMae E.8.T. 
WEAF, New York 
(Biow) 

New twist given strange adven- 
ture tale formula on this well estab- 
lished program, with Philips Lord 
(Seth Parker) acting as emsee and 
introducing narrator of fresh thrill 
story for each program. Stories con- 
structed along showmanship lines 
for ultimate in appeal to listeners. 
One caught here builded nicely for 
climax. 

‘Carl von Hoffman, speaking with 
slight foreign accent, gave straight- 
forward recounting of troop train 
revolt in the desert with 400 soldiers 
held accountable for setting fire to 
officers de luxe car. Conveyed idea 
of how common soldiers on this 
train were aroused by being treated 
like cattle while officers lived in 
luxury. Be 

For destroying officer and private 
car, odd numbered men in long line 
of soldiers were executed. Youth, 
still in his teens, at end of line, 
drew odd number and was about tc 
be mowed down when burley trooper 
shoved him aside, dying in his stead. 
Speaker verified story by stating 
simply that he was the 14-year-old 
lad saved from firing squad by fel- 
low soldier’s altruistic act, Wear. 





THE MARRIAGE CLINIC 
With Frances McDonald 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 10 p.m. 
WNAC, Boston 
Locally produced sustainer look- 
ing for a sponsor and a com- 


mendable job. Credit is split two. 


ways. Material, taken from actual 
cases unfolded to Frances McDon- 
ald, lay judge of the Good Will 
Court of New York City, is aces 
because it’s real. Production, which 
makes the stuff listenable, is also 
tops, and a bow goes to Fred 
Bishop who produced under super- 
vision of Linus Travers. 

Three cases presented on show 
caught. A married woman, unmar- 
ried woman, and a twice married 
man .supply diversified problems 
that lend more than enough variety 
to make the ‘court session’ engross- 
ing. Clerk of court swears in 
problemites and they go ahead with 
their grief at the insistence of the 
judge. After story starts moving a 
cutback dramatic scene develops the 
meat of the tale. Clerk of court 
then reads the judge's decision. 

Dialog is plausible and convinc- 
ing, easy to understand. The de- 
cision carries some of the dignity 
attached to a court and advises di- 
rectly what the perplexed person 
should do. None of the cases are 
blah, blah of the type found in 
‘advice to lovelorn’; but vital mix- 
ups that might befog any marriage. 

Domestic riddles ure derived from 
real life cases of befuddled people 
in this area and fictitious names 
are tagged on characters who enact 
them. Frances McDonald conducts 
a column along same lines, with 
same title in Boston Post, but paper 
does not get a plug, though the col- 
umn does. 


Airs Sunday nights at 10. First 


better inserted during the several [50 to write in for inviations are al- 


lowed to attend the court at the 


studio, Foe. 


dustrious melody-maker. 


JULIET LOWELL 
Novelty . 
Tuse, 9:30 

ues., 9: . 
FORD — a 


WABC, New York 
' (N. W. Ayer} 

Waring stanza (7) marked the 
first ether appearance of the col- 
lector of ‘Dumb Belles Lettres,’ 
prize examples of innocently cock- 
eyed letter writing which Miss Low- 
ell previously has made public in 
book and film short form. Dozen 
or so of the juicier samples were 
aired in condensed version, and in 
conclusion the files of Waring and 
the Ford Motor Co. were tapped for 
additional specimens. 

Strictly novelty stuff, and pre- 
sented as such. Waring assigned 
members of his ensemble to help 
the author with her reading, and 
this heightened the novelty effect 
still more. Made an okay interlude 
in the stanza-.and was fortunately 
kept to 10 mins. or less. The inno- 
cent human makes a poor gagster 
when letter writing, and once the 
refreshing naivete is worn off the 
comedy is gone. 


AMERICAN RADIO WARBLERS 
With Louis Sonnen, Bob LeFevre 
and- birds 

15 Mins. 

AMERICAN BIRD PRODUCTS CO. 

Sunday, 1:15 p.m. 

WTCN, 8St.-Paul- Minneapolis 
(Weston-Barnett, Inc.) 


With Louis Sonnen at the studio 
organ piping out song-inducing 
melodies, flock of trained canary 
birds bursts out in full-throated 
warbling. Bob LeFevre's smooth 
announcing does much to enhance 
the program. Here and there there’s 
& singing letup, but with organ 
music flowing along easily, such in- 
terludes help, as the birds sing 
spontaneously and more than make 
up for the lapses. 

On every Sunday.(1:15-1:30 p.m), 
it’s a pleasant tit bit of entertain- 
ment. Commercial has to do with 
balanced diet necessary to keep a 
good singer in the pink, what slick 
gifts they make for wife, mother 
or sweetheart, and promise that ‘all 
birds sold by the company are un- 
derstudies to these radio birds and 
that any one purchased will be re- 
placed if he doesn’t prove an in- 


Raschick, 





KAZANOVA and her TSIGANES 
Gypsy Music 
10 Mins. 
RCA MAGIC KEY 
Sunday, 2 p.m., EST. 
WJZ, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 

To lend authentic continental fla- 
vor to its weekly Sunday spread, 
RCA presented Kazanova and her 
Tzigane orchestra for its varied 
listening public. New musical im- 
port just over a short time, having 
opened as a new attraction at the 
French Casino. Such stringed fare 
is having a vogue now in the 
niteries, 

It’s not the first of the gypsy con- 
tingents to debut this season, but 
perhaps carries the stamp of pop- 
ular appeal to Americans more than 
similar groups. For instance her 
version of ‘Blue Danube’ stays clear 
of the sweetly arranged waltz as is 
generally played, but is virile with 
moods, and depicts the muddy 
stream in a new vein. Leader’s 
batoning manages to lift any bore- 
dom which might creep in. The 
initial number paved the way for 
more it seemed, but just one encore 
was done. 

Orchestra was presented as a 
closer on the first half, and could 
have stood repeating. Brai, 


‘CIVIC CALENDAR’ 
With Bill Herson, Phi! Crist 
Chatter, Songs, Pianology 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WFBR, Baltimore 
WFBR solved question of caring 
for demands made for free spot an- 
nouncements for charity affairs, 
large club gatherings and news, big- 
scale social activities, etc., by de- 
voting early a. m. quarter-hour on 
weekdays to bulking the stuff, as- 
sembling a two-man team of in- 
formal entertainers to ladle it out 
with blithe, bright comments. The 
team, composed of station news- 
announcer Herson and local vet 
radio tenor Crist, ideally mated. 
Undoubtedly, dishing out an- 
nouncements of purely unmercenary 
nature, which WFBR feels is good- 
will gainer and sop to demands, is 
heavy stuff, and fact it comes to 
public in airy, burnished manner 
should evoke gratitude, 








KATHRYN CRAVENS 
‘News Through a Woman's Eyes’ 
15 mins. 
Tues., Thurs., Sat.. 1:00 p.m, 
Sustaining 
KMOX, St. Low's 
Kathryn Cravens, one of the few 
women news commuentaiors in the 
country, doesn’t have to take a back 
seat for any male doing the same 
work. Her viewpoint of news, from 
& woman's angle, together with her 
very good style of presenting her 
facts, make the program an engross- 
ing one. Should grow in popularity. 
Her New Year resume of the news 
highlights of 1935 showed Miss 
Cravens to have a keen appreciation 
of values. Her voice is appealing. 
Hurst. 
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———— 
PAUL SULLIVAN 

Newscast 

15 Mins. — 

WLW, Cincinnati 


This 500,008 watter’s news pro- 
grams enjoy fancy showmanship 
trimmings. Handled in ‘editions’ 
from 7:45 a.m. to 11 p.m. Hits its 
best stride in ihe latter runs. 

Paul Sullivan barks with a nicety 
of diction and tonal modulations to 
stress what's important in his 
stories. Staff of ex-newspapermen 
housed alongside INS, Dow-Jones, 
sports tickers, etc., do the rewrites, 

Forte of the rewrite redhots is 
linking up outstanding stories on a2 
common theme. Style of news han- 
dling not considered in newspapers, 
as it allows nothing for heads, but 
listens and would read like one long 
account of what’s been going on 
over the planet. Means arduoiis re- 
visions from teletyped matter and a 
degree of editorializing. 

Program style has another advan- 
tage. Dash of editorializing and 
fancy writing enable scribes to put 
some parsley on the day’s happen- 
ings. Higher level of entertainment 
value thereby accrues to session. 

Sullivan’s signoff on the five-star 
release, ‘it's thirty in the news- 
room,’ is known to have aroused 
lotsa curiosity among listeners un- 
familiar with the news end of 
dailies. So much so that the station 
prepared a form letter of explana- 
tion for queries. Kolling. 





FRANK CARLE’S.ORCHESTRA 
Sustaining 

Mins. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Unit broadcasts a quarter-hour 
program at supper time Wednes- 
days. Carle, tabbed ‘the wizard of 
the piano,’ is leader and star. His 
ivory stroking lends a touch of the 
different to straight jazzology. 
Fingering in the treble is showy, 
whether it be in solos, breaks’ or 
runs; it strikes the ear pleasantly 
via a loudspeaker. On first salvo 
heard, the individualistic pianoing 
seemed to dull the rhythm—for 
dance purposes—of at least one 
number, but this was not noticeable 
second shot. Carle did ‘Humor- 
esque’ with jazz touches on the 
latter, 

Orchestra, which apparently is 
only medium-sized, plays smoothly 
and rhythmically. Vocalizing, solo 
and ensemble, not used to any great 
extent. 

Band’s location was not stressed 
by announcer on first swing, but the 
spot, on the New York Road out- 
side of Rensselaer, was tabbed at 
signoff last week, Jaco. 





JUST ANOTHER AMATEUR 


Phil Cook, Mrs. Phil Cook, Leith 
Stevens, Melodiers Quartet 
Mins. 

eae», 

Thurs., 8:30 p.m. EST. 

WABC, New York 


Phil Cook could probably make 
this idea of his an attractive com- 
mercial proposition if he got him- 
self a resourceful writer or two and 
was plotted in a more felicitous 
spot than the one he now holds. It’s 
nice homey entertainment, with 
Cook’s knack for keenly compound- 
ed imitations and characterizations 
effectively supported by a studio 
band under Leith Stevens’ direction 
and the Melodiers quartet. 

Running through the parade of 
takeoffs and character bits is a thin 
skein of story revolving around old 
Jim Brown and his daughter, Mary, 
and the latter’s suitor, Bill Wil- 
liams, who has crooner ambitions. 
Mrs. Cook plays Mary in the cross- 
fire, and is the only line reader in 
the act besides Cook, Imitations and 
the band and vocal interludes are 
rung into the routine by the de- 
vice of having Cook indulge in pat- 
ter about his home receiving set 
and occasionally remarking: ‘Let's 
see what’s on the air now.’ 

Program’s initial two installments 
found Cook at his best in imitations 
of Stepin Fetchit and Wendell Hall 
and a burlesque of a murder trial 
broadcast. 

‘Just Another Amateur’ also 
serves to introduce Cook under his 
new managerial banner, the CBS 
Artists Bureau. Cook’s previous af- 
filiation was with NBC, Odec. 





LIONEL BAXTER 
‘The News Room’ 


10 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
Daily, 8 a.m. 
WAPI, Birmingham 

The best attempt locally to pre- 
sent a news period. Styled pretty 
much after WILW’s Paul Sullivan 
this one is handled by Lionel Bax- 
ter, who is rounding out gradually 
a distinctive style. Program is 
sponsored by department store. 
Was started several weeks ago 
with material furnished by ‘News- 
Week’ which made it plenty old. 
Now has INS. Only drawback to 
its newsiness angle is that INS is 
afternoon service and the program 
goes on at 8 a.m. A favorite time 
for merchants after housewife at- 
tention. 
Another fact or result by some 
social listeners is that it comes on 
at same time ‘Breakfast Club. 
thus killing 10 minutes of the chain 
program. 
it rates 4a 





For a local program, 


pat. Bert. 
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More Rumblings of Favoritism 





probe into the way 
Schenectady, N. 


favoritism charges. 


knowledge of the prior inquiry. 


problematical. 
Bloc of at least 

airing of commish 

announced he has 


troubles. 





Following futile efforts to soft-pedal the matter, Federal Com- 
munications Commission has ordered a thorough sifting of rumors 
of political influence in the administration of radio affairs. 
taneously, members of Congress began laying new foundations for 
a complete inquiry into all commish activities. 

Following an acrimonious five-hour session which was featyred 
by bitter dissension and inflammatory argument, commish decided 
that five of the seven members should conduct a swéeping ‘factual’ 
applications of rival groups in Binghamton and 
Y., have been handled, 
headed by’ Commissioner Irving Stewart, will delve into a mass of 
insinuations, innuendoes, rumors, charges and gossip. 

Binghamton-Schenectady contest, originally only a minor tiff of 
local importance, threatens to take the status of a cause celebre. 
Despite statements to the contrary the justice department still has 
not submitted, it is said, a formal report on its investigation of the 
Understood here J. Edgar Hoover, chief of. the 
Bureau of Investigation, has ordered a new probe, disclaiming any 


Although the entire commission was solemnly pledged to keep the 
entire matter secret, news of the new probe leaked within a few 
hours after the tempestuous Thursday (9) meeting wound up. 





Resolution calling for general probe~of Federal Communications 
Commission will be introduced in Congress today (15) Representa- 
tive William Connery of Massachusetts announced Tuesday (14). 

Republican support of the investigation demand is assured but 
whether Democrats will permit action on Connery resolution is 


20 members is pledged to carry on the fight for 
Chairman Anning Prall meanwhile has 
no objection to congressional quiz. 


Washington, Jan. 14. 


Simul- 


The committee, which is 








Broadcasters Reticent on Payrolls 





Treasury Receives Comparatively Meagre 


Information—23 Web Officers Top $15,000 


Washington, Jan. 14, 
With William S. Paley, president 
of Columbia Broadcasting System, 
heading the list, 23 officers of the 
two principal networks were re- 
vealed last week to have collected 


more than $15,000 each during 1934. 
Dope was contained in bulky report 
to Congress by the Treasury De- 
partment. 

Government’s voluminous docu- 
ment, supplying information for use 
in connection with possible salary 
control laws, contained remarkably 
little data concerning salaries in the 
broadcasting industry. For failure 
to comply with Treasury demands 
for detailed lists, broadcasters are 
Hable to receive stiff punishment at 
the hands of the courts, 

No indication of the amounts paid 
radio talent was given by the re- 
port, with neither of the two chains 
recording any fees for performers 
and the long catalog omitting such 
mames as Paul Whiteman. Ruth 
Etting, Rudy Vallee, and other na- 
tionally - prominent entertainers. 
Only way radio performers entered 
the list was when their pay for mo- 
tion picture work was mentioned, 
and only a handful were in this 
category. 

In addition to Paley, whose salary 
was $147,295, Columbia reported 10 
executives draw more than the 
stipulated $15,000 minimum. 

National Broadcasting Co. list 
Was topped by Merlin H. Ayles- 
worth’s $45,000. 

Reporting 

Among the few independent cor- 
Porations which did come through 
were WGN, Shepard Broadcasting 
Service, WJR, Don Lee System, 
WCAU, and WBBM. 


WLW Disregards Mail; 
Charts New-Type Map 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 

Disregarding altogether the con- 
ventional mail response and listener 
density surveys, WLW is issuing 
what may be the first ‘sales effective 
map’ of the radio industry. 

Basing its map on data from a 
special test offer by Horlick's 
Malted Milk, considered a semi-lux- 
ury item, over one-half the United 
States is charted in three colors on 
sales increase figures attested by the 
sponsor. Offer involved purchase of 
& 50-cent item to obtain a box top 


to which ten cents cash had to be 
added, 














Josef Israels’ 2d Nixed 
For Vallee Program 





Not desirous of becoming involved 
any questions concerning the Italo- 
Ethopian ,dispute, Standard Brands 
nixed the guest appearance of Josef 
Israels 24 on Rudy Vallee’s program. 
Food distribs feared letters from 
crank listeners. 

Israels recently returned from 
dark continent where he personally 
observed activities for the .New 
York Times, Columbia Broadcasting 
and handled the newsreel crews for 
Pathe, 





Philly Broadcasts Off 
For Atlantic Refining 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 

Atlantic Refining, formerly plan- 
ning to air next two White Flash 
Saturday night shows from Philly, 
has gone back to regular schedule 
since Frank Parker's tentative p.a. 
tour has been delayed. It was first 
thought that with Bob Hope in 
town for ‘Follies’ engagement and 
Parker being at Earle theatre, it 
would be easier to originate CBS 
show from WCAU. 

Plan now is to have it at regular 
place and pipe Hope from Philly. 
N. W. Ayer handling it. 





New Kellogg Series 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 

New Kellogg series over NBC 
blue network beginning Jan. 24 
will probably have Red Nichols, 
James Melton and gal singer under- 
stood to be Gogo DeLys. Program 
is dropping ‘College’ part of title, 
now to be known as ‘Kellogg Prom.’ 

Meiton contract gives him guest 
privilege but is otherwise exclu- 
sive. He'll do three numbers, 
Nichols will lead three band num- 
bers and Melton and gal will team 
for one. Renewal is for 13 weeks. 
N. W. Ayer handling. 





Sid Goodwin Upped 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Sid Goodwin, NBC announcer, be- 
comes night program supervisor in 
NBC's San Francisco studios Jan. 16. 

Goodman hails from Portland, 
Ore. where he was KGW announcer. 
Harold Gibney, another Portland ra- 
dioite moves into the NBC announc- 
ing staff next week, 


AUMRS. NAME 
CBS BACKER 


Stations in Beantown Agree 
to Unite to Oppose Mov- 
ing Hartford 50,000- 
Watter Into Community 
Already Well Serviced 





WHDH SETTLES 





Boston, Jan. 14. 

All Boston stations propose to 
present a united front against 
Cherry & Webb, Providence mer- 
chants, before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission if the 
Rhode Island station and depart- 
ment store operators attempt to 
move WTIC from Hartford to Bos- 
ton. Pact among the local broad- 
casters includes pooling financial 
and legal resources for the fight. 

It is also expected that operators 
of stations in Worcester and other 
Massachusetts towns may join,the 
wall of opposition. Boston broad- 
casters will contend that the Hub, 
if not the State, is away overboard 
with ‘breadcast facilities and that 
the intrusion of a 60,000-watter 
would make it tough for the present 
setup to exist. Also that the public 
in this area is as thoroughly serv- 
iced with programs of varied and 
high calibre as any section in the 
country, 





Hartford, Jan. 14. 

As soon as Cherry & Webb have 
got together with the Travelers 
Insurance Co. on the terms of pay- 
off for WTIC an application for 
permission to move the station 
will be filed with the Federal Com- 
municationa Commission. Actual 
cosummation of the purchase is 
predicated on the FCC’s approval of 
two transfers, the ownership of the 
station and the latter’s facilities 
from Hartford. 

Report persists in New England 
broadcasting circles that CBS is 
putting up a major share of the 
purchase coin and that most of the 
option money, reputed to be $25, 000, 
came from this source, 





William 8S. Paley has induced the 
owners of WHDH, Boston, to re- 
lease CBS from the contract which 
was to make the network an oper- 
ating partner of the Hub outlet 
starting Jan. 1. 1927. Settlement 
was effected amicably, although the 
web had for a while thought it 
would have to dig deep to get out 
of this particular dilemma. 

Columbia had resorted to the 
WHODH affiliation as a means of 
combatting the problem in Boston 
which its differences with John 
Shepard, 3rd, threatened. Shepard's 
contract with the national web ex- 
pired at the end of this year. 


WJJD Transmitter Moves 
Closer to Chicago Loop 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week upheld its origi- 
nal okay on the moving of the 
WJJD transmitter from Mooseheart 
to Des Plaines, which switches the 
station to within 15 miles of; the 
loop. 

Ralph Atlass, owner of the sta- 
tion, expects to have the new trans- 
mitter in service by March 15. 


Ayer Men to N. Y. C. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

James H. Connolly and Aylward 
H. Stockwell were transferred last 
week from N. W. Ayer’s local of- 
fice to radio department of New 
York headquarters, Former was in 
rate bureau here, latter was in 
business department. 

Agency this week grabbed two 
new accounts, Window Shade Insti- 
tue, of New York, and WU. S. L. 
Battery Corp., of Niagara Falls. 
Campaigns start at once for former, 











soon for latter, 





N FIGHTS WTIC MOVE 





+ 








FCC’s Washington Docket 


Washington, Jan. 14, 
Grants and Applications 


Avalanche of examiners’ reports and applications last week was acted 
upon by the broadcast division of the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Following two weeks of holiday inactivity and one week during 
which the commish was too concerned with its own troubles to bother 
with regular weekly meetings, members of the broadcast division got 
down to business and cranked out 16 pages of decisions. 

Seventeen examiners’ reports were acted upon in the record wash-up 
of unfinished business, with commissioners dealing out seven denials; 
dismissing three applications with prejudice; granting four; remanding 
two to the docket for further hearing and reaffirming one grant. In 
numerous instances recommendations of the examiners were reversed 
by the commish. 

Sustaining Examiner R. L. Walker, commish okayed change of hours 
for KGKB, Tyler, Tex., from specified to unlimited, days, and specified 
hours nights, from sundown to 8 p. m. Walker was reversed, however, 
when pleas for two other Texas smallies were turned down. Paris Broad- 
casting Company, Paris, Tex., and Dallas Broadcasting Company, Dallas, 
Tex., were the two disappointed stations, each having requested fre- 
quency of 1500 kc. 

Three other Texas locals were nixed by the commish, Examiner Walker 
recommending the denials. Centennial Broadcasting Corp., Dallas, asked 
for smallie to be operated on 1200 kc; Brownsville Broadcasting Company 
wanted station to be operated on the 1370 ke frequency with 100 watts 
and Denton Broadcasting Company, Denton, Tex., requested another 
100-watter to operate on 1420 kc. 

William A. Schall, Omaha, Neb., must revise his plans for ownership 
of a radio station. Local, for which he asked 1500 kc, was one of two 
Omaha stations on which commish turned thumbs down, sustaining 
Examiner R. H. Hyde. Omaha Broadcasting Company, jockeying for 
the same assignment, was second to receive denial. 

New station for Salt Lake City, Utah, was jilted by commish, the 
application being dismissed with prejudice, reversing Examiner P. W. 
Seward’s recommendation. Transmitter, which would have operated as 








watts, unlimited. 

Night juice-jump from 500 watts to 1 kw was okayed for WGST, 
Atlante, Ga. Stetion, which operates on 890 kc, unlimited, has been 
using a day power of 1 kw which will remain unchanged. 

Operating hours of WROK, Rockford, IIL, will be changed from sharing 
with WHBL, SheBoygan, Wis., to unlimited, commissioners upholding 
Examiner P. W. Seward. Station operates on 1410 kc with 500 watts. 


missed with prejudice by the broadcast division. Tampa Broadcasting 
Company, Tampa, and D,. B. Sutton, Miami, had asked 1370 ke and 1210 
ke, respectively. 

The applications of Regan & Bostwich, St. Albans, Vt., and F. N. 
Pierce and Tem-Bel Broadcasting Company, Temple, Tex., were re- 
manded to the docket for further hearings. Permission for WJJD, Inc., 
Chicago, Ill, to move transmitter from Mooseheart to Des Moines, was 
reaffirmed, 

Despite recommendations of Commissioner Thad H. Brown that Station 


5 kw transmitter which had been disciplined. 


Examiners’ Reports 


New station hopes of Wisconsin Broadcasting Company, Oshkosh, were 
jarred jast weck, when Examiner John P. Bramhall turned in an adverse 
report on company’s qualifications. Stating that outfit did not have the 


proper equipment and was not financially eligible, Examiner Bramhall 
| recommended denial of the plea. Broadcasting company is requesting 
1310 ke frequency and will operate with 100 watts nights, 250 watis days, 
when and if application is granted. 

New station for Pottsville, Pa., also looked unlikely, with Examiner 
Melvin H. Dalberg putting the curse on E. L, Cliffurd’s application when 
Clifford refused to give any details about nature of his proposed pro- 
grams or to loosen up about what persons he would employ to operate 
the transmitter. Clifford requests 580 kc with 250 watts, days. 


NET LOSS ON MEDAL 699 CTATIONG 
“NOW IN U.S. A. 


Waring Has To Move Show to 
Washington, Jan. 14. 





Philly To Be Decorated 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Fred Waring’s first Ford broad- 
cast over NBC this Friday (17) will 
originate from WFIL. Presence of 
bandleader in Philly to receive gold 





the Mountain States Broadcasting Corp., had requested 650 ke with 506 ™ 


Two Florida smallies were doomed, when their applications were dis- . 


KFBI, Abilene, Kans., should be taken off the air, commish reinstated the . 


medal from Poor Richard Club will 
necessitate bringing show here. 
Actual broadcasts will be made from 
Arcidia International Restaurant, 
with Ford dealers present. Both 
9°30 and midnight shows will orig- 
inate from nitery floor. 

Figure it will cost Waring several 
hundred dollars in line charges, 
price of standby band, train fare, 
hotel bills, ete., to receive medal. 
Original plan was to have dummy 
presentation on Ford show as well 
as at Poor Richard banquet, but 
motor officials frowned on it as not 
McCoy. N. W. Ayer agency hand- 
ling broadcast. 





Rentling in the Clear 
St. Paul, Jan. 14. 
Gregory Rentling, manager of 


KROC, Rochester, Minnesota, is re- 
ported out of danger and on the 
mend at Colonia! Hospital, Roch- 


ester, after four weeks. 


form of infection. 
to have beat the reaper. 





erection 





He now scone! 


Substantial progress was made 
toward correcting underquota con- 


ditions during tie year ended last 
June 30, Federal Communications 
Commission said last week in its 
annual report. 

While silencing two existing sta- 
tions, Commish authorized construc- 
tion of 39 additional transmitters, 
bringing the total number of 
licensees at the end of the fiscal 
year up to 623. Number of existing 
stations currently is the highest 
since June, 1928, when 677 outlets 
were functioning and represents a 
net increase of 30 during the past 
year. 

Taking advantage of feature of 
the 1934 Communications Act which 
permits construction of 190 watters 
without regard to quota limitations, 
Commish granted tickets for the 
of 21 locals. Balance com- 
prised one 500-watter and = seven 
250-watt transmitters. None of the 
eight stations with more than 100 


Following an operation for ap- | watts was given unlimited. time, the 
pendix, station manager sufféred | object being to bring the day facili- 
pneumonia and after that another |ties closer to quota without inercas- 


ing excess allocations on the night 


j side. 


, 
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account. 


Abbreviations: 
W (Wednesday); Th (Thursday); 


; 3 Tyo. 
WEEK ‘OF JAN. 15:21" 
(ALL TIME. EST) 





Su 


(Sunday); 


M 
F (Friday); 


(Monday); 





This Department lists sponsored programs on the NBC, CBS, and 
Mutual networks arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name, 

Al) time is p. m unless otherwise noted. Where one advertiser 
bas two cr more programs they are‘listed consecutively. 


Az asterisk before name indicates advertising agency handling 


Tu (Tuesday); 
S:, (Saturday). 














NBC 





AMERICAN CAN 
9-Tu- WIZ 
Ben Bernie & Lade 
*Fuller-Smith-Ross 


AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
(Anacin) 
WJIZ-7 P.M. 
Tues.-Wed.-Thur. 

Basy Aces’ 

Goodman Ace 

Jane Ace 

Mary Hunter 

Helen Spring 
Mon-8-WEAF 

(Kolynos) 

Hammerstein Music 

Hall 


Ted Hammerstein 
Lucy Loughlin 
Eddy Foy Jr 

Ona Munson 
Evelyn Hall 

Lazy Dan 


AMERICAN 
TOBACCO 


8-Sat- WEAF 
(Lucky Strike) 


Carl Hoff Orc 
*Lord & Thomas 


AMERICAN 
RADIATOR 
9:30-Sun-WEAF 
Fireside Recitals’ 
Bigurd Nilssen 
Hardesty Johnson 
Graham McNamee 
~ Dlaker Advt. 


Armco iron 

8:30-W-WIZ 
Bennett Chapple 
Armco Bd 
Frank Simon 
*Gardner-Greist 


A. & P. 
9-M-WEAS 
Farry Horlick 
Howard. Price 
*Paris & Peart 
7:30-Tu-W-Th- 
BEST FOODS, INC. 
11 a.m.-Ta-W-Th- 
WEAF 
Ida Batley Allen 
*Berton & Bowles 


sare SPEECH 
INSTITUTE 
8-Sun- WJZ 


"Your English’ 
PAuspits & Lee 


BORDEN 
11:45-W-WEAFB 

‘Magic Recipes’ 
Bill, Bradley 
Jane Eliison 
*Young & Rubicam 
BOURJOIS SALES, 

. xc. 


Mon-8 :30-WJZ 
CEveniug in Paris’) 
Odette Myrtil 
Pickins Sisters 
Milton Watson 
Mark Warnow Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 

BRISTOL-MY ERS 
9-W-WEAP 

(Sal Hepatica> 

(Ipana) 
Allen 

ortland Hoffa 
‘Art Players 
Peter Van Steedan 
*Young & Rubicam 

CAMPANA 

6:30-8a-WJIZ 
“Grand Hotel’ 
Ann Seymour 
Don Ameche 

10 F-W EAP 


First Nighter® 
Francis X Bushman 
Betty Lou Gerson 
Carlion Brickert 
Clift Soubier 

E Sageryuist Oro 
*Aubrey Wallace 


CARNATION MiiLhb 
10-M-WEAB 


Lullaby Lady 
Ireene Wicker 
M L Beestman 
ness Lyon: 
*Erwi... Wasey 
CHEVROLET 
9-Sat-W EAS 
Rubinoff 
Virginia Rea 
Jan Peerce 
raham es 
Campbell -E 


CITIES SERVICE 
6-F-WEAF 


Jessica Pragonette 
Rosario Bourdon O1 
Quartet 
*tord & Thomas 
CLICOUOT CLUB 
3-Su-WEAF 
Harry Reser & 
Clicquot Club O 
Lynne Gordon 
Ernie Weber 
John Zellner 
°N. W. Ayer 
COX GELATINE 
10:15 a.m.-Fri-WJZ 
Jack Berch 


Btudio No. 7 
Jack Clemens 
Loretta Clemens 


*Ruthrauff & Ryan 


EMERSON DRUG 
(Bromo Seirer) 
Tues-9-WEAF 

N T G & Girls 

N T Granlund 

Tom Howard 

George Shelton 

Harry Salter Ore 

*J. Walt. Thompson 


FORD 
Fri-9:30-W4JIZ 
Fred Warings Penn- 

sylvanians 
*N. W. Ayer 
FIRESTONE 
8:50-M-W EAE 
Vocal Bneemble 
Richard Crooks 
Margaret Speaks 
*sSweeny-James 
FITCH 
1:45-Su- WEAB 
Morin Sisters 
Ranch Boys 
*L. W. Ramsey 
GENERAL 
ELECTRIC 
11 p.m.-Sun-W EA 
‘Matt Clemens, Tbh 
Melody Master’ 
Carrie Jacobs Bond 
Alan Jocelyn 
Virginia Howard 
Edwin rome 
Frances* Nordstrom 
Robert Strauss 
William Stickles 
Charme Allin 
*B. B. D. & O. 
GENERAL FOODS 
®-Th-WEAP 
(Maxwell) 
‘Bhow Boat’ 
Lanny Ross 
Conrad Thibault 
frank Mcintyre 
The Westerners 
Virginia 
‘Molasses ‘n' Jan'ry’ 
Gus Haensches 
Walter Tetley 
Laurie Massey 
*Benton & Bowles 
7-80- WIZ 
(Jeti-O9 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Johnny Green's Or 
Kenny Baker 
*Young & Rubicam 
9:30-Tu-WJIZ 
- (Banka) 
‘New Penny’ 
Helen Hayes 
Ned Wever 
*Young & Rubicam 


10:45-W-F-WEAP 
(Gold Medal) 


(Bisquick) 
Retty & Bob’ 
Edith Davis 
Dorothy Shidler 
Blizabeth Reller 
Lester Tremayne 
Loretta Poynton 
Frank Dane 
*Biackett 

GEN. MOTORS 
10 p.m.-Su-WEKARF 
Gladys cee ag 
Erno Rapee Orc 
*Campbell-Ewald 

HOUSEHULD 

FINANCE 

, 8:30-Tu- WIZ 
@dgar A. Guest 
Bernardine Flynn 
Sidney Estrom 
Gallicchios Ore 
*c. D Frey 

“HORLICK’S' 
M'to F-7:30-WJZ 

(Malted Milk) 
Lum & Abner 
Chester Lauck 
Norris, Goff 
*Lord & Thomas 

gt 


1: Pad - 
Tu-Thur-WEAF 

‘Sweethearts of the 
Air’ 

Peter De Hose 

.May Singhi: Kreen 

Andy se 
*Biow 


Walter Winchell 
*J Watt. Thompson 
JOHNSON & SUN 
(Floor Wax) ~* 
8 p.m.-Mon.-WJIZ 
Fibber McGiee & 
Molly’ 
Marion & J Jordan 
Lynn Martin 
Charles Laveer 
Master Singers 
Emery D'Arcy 
U. Marcellf'a Ore 
*Needhbam, L. & B 
7:15-Th- WEAF 
« Glu-Co) 
‘Life Studies’ 

Tom Powers 
*Needham, L. & B 
KELLOGG 
3:30-Duily Es. Sa- 
Su- WIZ 

Singing Lady’ 
freene Wicker 
8:30-F-W4IZ 
James Melton 
ted Nichol’s Ore 
N. W. Ayer 
KBAFT-PHENIS 
10-Th- WEAF 
Binx Crosby 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
John Bartymore 





Nina Koshetz 
Radio Rogues 

Park Sis 

Bob Burns 

Kay Weber 

*3} Walt. Thomp. 
LADY ESTHER 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 
Wayne King Orc 

*J. W. Thompson 
LARCS & BROS. 
(Edgeworth Tob'co) 


10:30 p.m.-Sat- 
AF 


‘Corn Cob Pipe Cl’b’ 
Pat Binford 

Squire Hix 

Sue Hathaway 

*B. B. & O. 


LIFE SAVER 
8-Wed-WiZ 
‘Lifesaver Rendez- 

vous’ * 
Phil Duey 
Irene Beastey 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
*fopping & Lioyd 





Monroe Upton 
Andy Andrews 
Tony Romano 

3 Cheers 
William Wright 
*Lord & Thomas 


PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 

Phillips Lord 

Sally Singer 

3 Sweethearts 

t.eo Reisman’s Ore 

Eton Boys 

Phil Duey 


PILLSBURY 
10°30-Daily-WIZ 
‘Today's Children’ 
{rma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 


7 


P x 
oie $:15-Su-WIZ 
Pine Mountain 
"Seaees) _ ereemennere 
10:30-Wed od. WEAF John Lair 
Jimmy Fidler Red Poley 
*Cecil, W. C. Lula Belle 














LUDEN’S 
5:4.i-Su-WKAS 
Rich’'d Himber’s Or 

*J. M. Mathes 

MACFADVDEN 
0:30-F-WEAF 
(frue story) 


Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Ned Wever 
Wliimer Walker 
Alice Rheinneart 
Helen Spring 
Vera Allen 
Fred Feikel, Org 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Arthur Kudner 
MAYBELLINE 
6-Sa- WEAF 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
Jack Fulton 


| Jorothy Hamilton 


Chas. Gaylord Ore 

*Cramer Krasselt 

OR. MILES LA'S 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJZ 

WLS Barn Dance 

Ridge Runners 

Uncle Ezra- 

Lulu Belle 

Maple City 4 

2:15 M-W-F-WEATr 

‘Uncle Bzra, Radio 
Station EZRA 

Pat Barrett 

Cliff Soubier 

Carleton Guy 

Nora Cunneep 


*Wade 
MODERN FOOD 
PROCESS FO. 
4:15-M-WdIZ 
Charlies Sorce 
Harry Swan 
*Clemente Co. 
MOLLE 
2:30 p.m.-Su- 
w 


‘Voice of the Peo- 
, ple’ 
Parks Johnson 
Jerry Belcher 
*Stalk-Goble 
JOHN C. 
MOKRELE 
5:30-Su-WJIZ 
{bog Food) 
Thos. Mullins 
Marion Claire 


7:45-Tu-Thur-WJZ 
Phil Cook 
Landt 3 & White 
*Husb’nd & Thomas 
VACIFIC BORAS 
9-Th-WIZ 
‘Death Vall'y Daye 
Tim Frawley 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Jean King 
Jack McBryde ‘ 
Joseph Bonime Ore 
McCann-Erick 
PEPSODEN1 
1-Daily Ex Sat Sun- 
WEAF 


Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Freeman Gosden 
Charles Correll 
*tard & Thomae. 


*Palmer 
PRINCESS PAT 
9:30-M-WJZ 
‘Sketches’ 


Joan Blaine 
Robert Stone 
*McJunkin 


PCT’R & G’MBIR 
3:30 Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WEAB 
4ACrisco) 


Vic & Sade’ 

Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernadine Flynn 
7:15-M-W-F-WJZ 
ivory Stamp Club 
Capt. Tim Healey 
*Blackman 


Mon-Wed -Fri-12:15 
WEAF 


Pat Barnes 
*Blackett-8-H 
*Gardner 
3:45-M te F-WEAF 
(Ivory Soap) 
‘The O'Neill’ 
Kate McComb 
Jane West 
Violet Dunn 
Jimmy Donelly 
Jack Rubin 
Jimmy Tansey 
Janet Gilbert 


(Oxydol) 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Payne 
Marjorie Hannon 
Chas Egelson 
Hilda Graham 
Charner Batson 
John Mathews 
Corine Dearth 
Butler Mandeville 
Ken Griffin 
*Riackett 
10:15 a.m, PDafiiy 
Except Sat & Sun- 
WKAE 
(Chipso) 
‘Home Sweet Home’ 
c. W. Secrest 
Harriett McGibbon 
Bitly Halop 
*Blackinan 
Mon to Fri-8-WEAF 
(Camay) 
‘Forever Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Betty Wragge 
Alan Bunce 
Maureen Fg 
*Pedlar & 


QUAKER OATS "CO. 


5:30-Sat. WEAF 
‘Kaltenmeyer’s Kin- 

dergarten’ 
Bruce Kamman 
Marion Jordon 
Jim Jordan 
Johnny Wolf 
Thor Ericson 
Merrill Fugit 
Harry Kogen Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 


RALSTON PURINA 
5:30-M-W-F-WEAF 





‘Tom Mix Adven- 
tures’ 
*Gardner . 











RCA 
VICTOR 


W JZ, 


KKK 


Richard Himber 








5 p.m.-M-F-9 
WIZ 
Al Pearce & Gang 
Mable Todd 
Marey Amsterdam 





Arlene Harris 
Harry Foster 


RADIO + aa 
AMERIC 
2 p.m.-Sun- wuz 
‘Magic Key of RCA 
Jehn B. Kennedy 
Dick Himber 


i *Lord & Thomas 


: 


en 





ZA wD i @ 


ors. wus 


Tichas Previa Orch |. 


Olga: Albani. 
Betty. Sennett 
Singing Knights 
*Leo Burnett 
BOGER & GALLET 
Fri-8:15-WJZ 
Bob Crosby Ore 
*Marschalk & Pratt 
SCOTT & BOWNE 
Sat-Sun-5:45-WdIZ 
Gabriel Heatter 
*Marschalk & Pratt 


SHEFITELD 


FARMS 
6:45-M-Th-F-WEAE 
Billy an@ Betty 
*"N. W. Ayer 


SHELL 
(Petroleum) 
:30-Sa-W EAS 
Al Jolson 
Dutch Clark 
Betty Roth 
Jack Stanton 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Patsy Kelly 
Peggy Gardiner 
Victor Young Ore 
*J. Walt. Thompson 


SINCLAIR 
9-M-WIZ 


Malcolm Clair 
Gus Van 
Sinclair Qt. 
Bill Childs 
Fritz Clark 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogea 
*Federal 
SPRATT’S 
5:30-Sa-WJZ 
Albert P. Terhune 
*Paris & Peart 
SLOAN’S 
9:30 p.m.-W-WJIZ 
‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing‘ 
Warden Lawes 
*C.-W.-Cecil 
STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su- WEAE 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
A. K. Spencer, Dir. 
Amateur Show 
Mai. Edw Bowes 
Graham McNamee 


8-W-WEAF 
{Royal Gelatine) 
One Man’s Family’ 
Carleton B. Moore. 
Dir. 
I. Anthony Smythe 
Minetta Allen 
Michael Rafetto 
Kathleen Wilson 
Barton Yarborough 
Bernice Berwin 
8-Thurs-W EAP 
(Fleischmann) 
@. Thompson, Dir. 
Rudy Vailee and 
His Conn, Yanke 
Frank Fay 
Lupe Velez 
Bert Lahr 
7:30-S8u-WIZ 
(Royal Gelatine) 
‘Bakers Broadcast’ 
Robt. Ripley 
Ozzie Nelson Ore, 
Harriett Hilliard 
*J. Wait. T’homp. 
STERLING PROD. 
9:30-Su- WEAF 
(Bayer’s) 
Frank Munn 
Lucy Monroe 
Arden & Arden 
Gua Haenschen Ore 
Bert Hirsc&a 
9-F-WEAF 
(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Bernice Claire 
Oliver Smith 











SUN OIL. 
bli hes ee 
‘Leweli Thomas - 
*Rochd- Wi!Heme 


Swirr_ 

b . -Tu-WEAF 
io Party‘ 
Siemens Romberg 

Deems Taylor 
Helen Marshall 
Morton Bowe 
Rise Stevens 
Geor Britton 
*J. . Thom ps0a 
TASTYEKANST 


‘Pageant of Youth’| 


*Clements 


TEXAS CO. 
‘9:30-Tu- WEAB 
Fire Chief 


Jimmy Durante 
Eddy Duchin Oro 
Donald Novis 
Gloria Grafton 
Blanche King 
Arthur Sinclair 
Billy Rose 
Adolph Deutsch Or 
*Hanff-Maetzger 
UNION CENTRAI 
(Insurance) 
5-Su- WJZ 


‘Roses & Drum®’ 
. Williama, Dir, 
Helen Claire 
Reed Brown, Jr 
John Grigze 
Eric Dressler 
Ervyp Mutch 
E‘iIward Jeromé 
Jack Rosleigh 
*J Wait. Thompson 
VICK CHEMICAL 
M-9:30-WEAF 
Grace Moore 
Pasternack's 
*C-W-Cecil 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaitine) 
6:45-Daily-WdIZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
flénrietta Tedro 
Jack Mather 
Art Van Slyke 
Forrest Lewis 
Vie Smith 
Eugene McGillen 


Ore 


Blackett 


CHAS. WARNER 
(Sloans’ Liniment) 
10-W-WJIZ 
J. Charles Thomas 
Frank Tours Orc 

*Cecil, W. & C. 
R. L. WATKINS 
9-Sa-WEAF 
(Dr. Lyons Tooth- 
parte) 

Georges Metaxa 
Rachel Carlay 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
*Biackett 
WELCH 
(Grape Juice) 
8-F-WIZ 
frene Rich 
*Kastor 
WESTCLOX 
5:30-Su-W EAP 
‘Big Ben Dream 
Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
*B RB oO 
WHEATENA 
7:15-Ta-WEAF 
‘Popeye the Sailor 
*McKee, Albright 
WOODBURY'’S 
9:45-8u-WJIZ 
Paul Whiteman 
Suzanne Fisher 
Ramona 
King’s Men 
Durelle 
Johnny Houser 
Bob Laurence 
—— & Mitchell, 
nc, 








Columbia 








‘ACME PAINT 
6:30-Su- WARO 
Smiling McConnell 
*Henri. H. & McD. 


aap 
7:30-Tu-W-Th 
WABC 
“es S Smith's Coffee 


Jack Miller's Ore 
*Paris & Peart 


AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 


WARBC-11:30 A.M. 
Mon. to 
(Jad Salts) 


‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch’ 
Betty Garde 
Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Burford Hampden 
Pat Ryan 
Eddie Marr 
(Kolynos) 
WARC-11:45 A.M. 
Mon, to 
‘Just Plain Bir 
aR a 
Ruth 
hy Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Effie Palmer 
Joseph Latham 
Marjorie Anderson 
Jack Carstairs 
Junius Matthews 
Ray Collins 
Everett Sloan 
*Riackett-8-H 


ATLANTIC REF. 
7-Sa-WABO 
‘Atlantic Family 
Tour 
Frank Parker 
Bob Hope 
Honey Chile 
Jack McBryde 
Rosemary DeCamp 
Everett Sloane 
*N. W. Ayer 
BISODUL 
8:30-F-W ABO 
*B'way Varieties’ 
Oscar Shaw 
Carmela Ponselle 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden's Ore 
*Riackett 


A. S. BOYLE CO. 
(Old Ty Floor 


Fri-7:15 p.m.-WABC 
Lazy Dan, the 
Minstrel Man’ 
-rving Kaufman 
"Blackett 


CAMPBELL 





(Soup) 
9-F-WARBOC 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ 


Dick Powell 
Lovella Paraons 
Margaret Sullavan 


Raymond Paige Orc 


Frances Langford 
Anne Jamison 
Igor Gorin 


(Tomato Jutce) 
8:30-W-WARO 
Burns & Allen 
Milton Watson 
Ted Hustng 
Jacques Renard’s O 
e W armetrone 


F 
CARBORUNDUM 
co. 


7:30-Sa- WABCO 
_Garborundum Bd. 
Edward d’Anna, 

Conductor 
Francis Bowman 
*BBD&0 


COCA-COT.A £O, 
9:30-W-WARC 
‘Refreshment Time 

Connie Boswell 

Al Bowlly 

Ray Noble’s Ore 

*D’Arcy 

COLGATE-PALM- 
OLIVE-PEET 

(Palmolive Soap) 
8-Sa-WABC 


‘Beauty Box The’ 
‘Irene 
Helen Jepson 
James Melton 
(Super Suda) 
5:45 M to F-WABC 
‘The Goldbergs’ 
Gertrude Berg 
James R. Waters 
Everett Sloane 
Rosalyn Silper 
*Benton & Kowles 


(Palmolive Shave 
Cream) 
10-W-WABO 

‘Gang Busters’ 
Phillips Lord 
Gen. Dan’!l Needh'm 
CONSOLIDATED 
CIGAR 
(Harvester Ctears) 
8-Th-W ABC 
‘Harv and Esther’ 
Teddy Bergman . 
Jack Arthur 
Bernard Gorcey 
Audrey Marsh 
Rhythm Girls 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
*Aitken-Kynett 


CORN PRODUCTS 
(Kre-Mel, Linit 


etc.) 
12:15-M-W-F-Sa- 
WABC 


‘Musical Reverie’ 
Stuart Churchill 
Orson Wells 

Ken Wood's Ore 





*E. W. Hellwig 


Cc OF. 


Ww. ‘ 

6-M-W-¥-WABC 
‘Buck. Rogers” 
Matt Crowley 
Adele “Ronson . 
Edgar Stehli 
William Shelley 
Elaine Melchior 
Joe Granby 
Walter Tetley 
EB. R. Johnstone, Au 
*Thompson 


D LACK. @ 
wenn A coe ei 
ue - 
6:30-- W-WABO 
‘Vanished Voice# 
Clyde North, Au. 
Bennett Kilpack 
Frank Novak's Ore 
Clark Andrews, Dr. 
*Ruthrauf & Ryan 


B. I. DU PONT DE 
NEMOURS & CO. 
8-W-WABC 


‘Cavalcade of Am.’ 
Arthur Pryor, Jr., 


Dir. 
‘Building & Archi- 
tecture’ 
Kenneth Webb, Au. 
Harold Levey’s Or 
*BBD&O 


FORD MOTOR 
2:30-Sa-WABC 
Jose Manzanares & 

his So, Americans 
Dolores 
Ramon Littee 
Paquita Anderson 
9-8u-W ABC 
‘Ford Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour’ 
Gregor Piatigorsky 
Detroit Sym Orch 
Victor Kolar 
9:30-Tu- WABO 
Fred Waring 
Stella Friend 
Rosemary & Priscil- 
la Lane 
Poley McClintock 
Tom Waring 
Barbara Blair 
Stuart Churcnill 
Johnny Davis 
Tubby Hanlon 
Gene Conklin 
Ferne 
*N. W. Ayer : 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su- WABCO 
Julla Sanderson 
Frank Crumit 
Carlyle Stevens 
Three Jesters 
Jack Shilkret Ore 


5-Daily Ex. Sat. & 
Sun-WABC 
‘Adventures of Ted 
and Terry’ 
Lester Jay 
Warren McCollum 
William Adams 
William Ober 
Katharine Renwick 
Fred Uttal 
*B. B.. BD 
GENERAL MILLS 
5:30 Daily ex.Sa- 
Su-WABC 
Jack Armstrong, 
All. Am. Boy 
Jim Omechi 
Sarajane Wells 
John Gannon 
Bill B. Myers 
*Blackett 
GULF 
7:30-Su- WABCO 
Phil Baker 
Beetle and Bottle 
Emily Vaas 
Agnes Moorhead 
Seven U’’s 
Maxine Gray 
Hal Kemp’s Orc. 
*Young & Rubicam 
HEALTH PROD. 
6-Su-WABO 
(Feen-A-Mint) 
‘Amateur Night’ 
Ray Perkins, M.C. 
Arnold Johnson Orc 
*Wm. Esty 


MECKER i-O 
(Force) 
6:15-M-W-F 
WABC 


‘Bobby Benson & 
Sunny Jim’ 
Neill O'Malley 
Florence Halop 
Eddie Wragge 
Detmar Poppen 
Lorraine Pankow 
Joe Wilton 
Peter Dixon 
Billy Halop 
John Battle 
John Shea 
*Erwin-Wasey 
H. J. HEINZ CO. 
10 a.m-M-W-F- 
WABC 
Josephine Gibson 
Lois Miller 
*Maxon 
JULIAN & 
KOKENGE 
(Footsaver Shoes) 
1:30-Su-W ABC 
“Musical Footnotes’ 
Vivian della Chiesa 
Franz Imhof 
R Ginsburgh’s Ens 
*A Moore & Wallace 
K.UEENEX 
12:30-33 to B-WABC 


Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
Basil Loughrane, 


Dir. 
ay ‘Crusinberry, 


Joane Blaine 

Robt. E. Griffin 
Jesse Pugh 
Carleton Brickert 
Betty Lou Gerson 
Francis X. Bushman 
Judith Lowery 
Bob Fiske 

Murray Forbes 
Marjorie Hannon 
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—= 
Toast’ : . , Pick _& P, M. Sayle T. 
Sally ren 2: Ve nd Ore .| *Erwin Wasnt: & 
Jerry Coop *MoCann‘Erick . WILD z 
Ray Bibeks” Ore. WARD BAKING 45 Whine” 
iow "a: _"Ph-a- Ted ng 
LADY ESTHER os "" | Charigteers 4 
10-Su-M-WABQ | ‘News of Youth’ | “By B.D. & 0 
Wayne King Ore | Laddie Seaman a WRIGLEY 
ee <Tistcher @ Bite a 
LABNED CO. 7:30-M-WABO | yryit, & Maree 
(Hite Sow fae ‘Singing Sam’ Donna Damerel 
t 1: " Harry Frankel Vinton H rs 
mperial Hawalfan | 12 nauy Ex. Se-Se-| Ray Hedge 
onatinest ABO Karl Way 
6:45-8a-WABO Marie Nelson 
LEHN & FINK ‘Voice Mxperience’ ! *¥rancea Hooper . 
(Pebeco) ; 
waaic Canter” _ 
e Cantor 
Harry Einstein Mutual 
Jimmy Wallington 
Louls Gress Orc 
*Lenngn & Mitchell| AXTON-FISHER PINAUD 
2-8u-WABC (Spudy "yon 
(Hind’s Honey * Tu-11 p.m.-WOR Jeanine ss 
mon ream ‘ ° earson 
cain ieeard Soldiers of Fortune’ | 4 oer ro 


Graham Harris Orc 
*Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt 


LEVER BROS. 
(Luz Soap) 
9-M-WABO 

‘Lux Radio Theatre 
‘A: Prince There 
Was’ 
Ricardo Cortez 
Adrienne Ames 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LIGGETT & 
MYERS 
(Chesterfield Cigs) 
-W-WABC 


Lily Pons 
9-Sa-W ABO 
Nino Martini 
Andre Kostelanets 
Ore throughout 
*Newell-Emmett 


MOHAWERK CARPE’ 
MILLA 
12:45 Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABO 


6 Star Jones’ 
Johnny Kane 
Elizabeth Day 
Bill Johnstone 
Phil Van Zante 
Florence Malone 
Eddie. Marr 

* Blackett -8-H, 


PACKARD MOTOR 


8:30-Tu-WABC 

Lawrence Tibbett 

Don Voorhees Ore 

*Young & Rubicam 
vHILCO 

7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
8u-WABC 

Boake Carter 

*Hutchins 


PILLSBURY 
11 a.m.-W-F-WARC 


‘Cooking Close Ups 
Mary Ellis Ames 
*Hutchinson 


POMPEIAN 
4:45-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Tea at the Ritz’ 
Margaret Santry 
Jerry Cooper 
Harold Stern's Orc 
*Topping & Lloyd 

REMINGTON- 
RAND & TIME 
10:30-Dally Kxcept 
Sat-8u-WABO 

‘March of Time’ 

*BBD&O 

RB. 4 Oa ea 
co. 


‘ent wclgaretten) 

: 9-Tu-Th-W 

‘Camel peaninvow. 

Walter O'Keefe 

Louis Sorin 

Alice Frost 

Kenny Sargent 

Pee Wee Hunt 

Deane Janis. 

Glen Gray's Ore 

*Willim C. Esty Co. 

SOCONY VACUUM 
8-F-WABC 

‘Flying Red Horse 

Tavern’ 

Eleanor Powell 

Lyn Murray Choir 

Freddie Rich Ore 

Osgood Perkins 

*J Stirling Getchell 


STANDARD OIL 
OF N. J. 
8-M-WABO 
Guy Lombardo & his 


Roya! Canadians 
*Marachaltk & Pratt 


STERLING PROD- 
DUCTS 


8-Tu-W ABC 
(Bayer’s Aspirin) 
‘Lavender and Old 
Lace’ 
Fritzi Scheff 
Lucy Monroe 
Frank Munn 
jus Haenschen'’s O1 
§-Sa-WABC 
(Phillips Dental 
Magnesia) 
Bernice Claire 
Ave Lyman 
Oliver Smith 
*Blackertt 
STEW ART- 
WARNER 
(Alemtte) 
10-Th-WABO 
Lysbeth Mugthes 
Bob McCoy 
Art Thorsen 
Horace Heidt Ore 
King Sisters 
Steve Merrill 
Jerry Bowne 
Alyce King 
Alvino Rey 
Charles Goodman 
Al Dupont 
Harold Woolsey 
Louis Vandeveer 
Al White 





*Riackett Sample 











G Himber 


ALLEN 
w&c 





Anne Davenport 
Donald Briggs 
feabel Randolph 
Lucille Husting 
*Lord & Thomar 
G. KRUEGER 
(Beer & Ale) 
7:15-Tu-Th-WABC 
‘Kreuger Musical 





STUDEBAKER 
10-F-WABC 
Richard Himber 
Stuart Allen 


(Dire 
8:30-M-WARBC 


Tex O'Reilly 
Enoch Light Ore 
Craig McDonnell 
*Keny’n & KEckh'rdt 
AL-~ ASPIRIN 
12:45-M-W-F- 
wo 


R 
‘Painted Dreams’ 
Kay Chase 
Mary Afflick 
Alice Hill 
Bess Flynn 
*Reincke-B.-Y.-G. 

& F. 


CRUSADERS 
Mon-8:45- WV OB 


The Crusaders’ 
Fred GQ. Clark 
*Marschalk @& Prat* 
11:45-Mon. to Fri- 


WOR 
(Bisquick) 
‘Gold Medal Min- 

strels’ 
Arthur Stowe 
Danny Duncan 
Leo Harrison 
Rilly Chandler 
Five Rangers 
Dean Brothers 


*Blackett 
GORDON 
BAKERIES 


7:30-M-F-W-WOR 


‘Lone Ranger’ 
*Sehl 
GRUEN 
7:45-To-Sa-WOR 
‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round 
Drew Pearson 
Robert Allen 
De Garmo & Kilb’ne 
KISSPROOUOF, ItiNt. 
M-W-F-1 p.m.-WOR 
‘The Love DPeactor 
Mrs. H. C. Christy 
*Blackett-Sampio-H 
MURINE 
(Eye Wash) 
9:30-Thu- WOR 
‘Listen to This’ 
Johnny & Doty 
Lew Diamond Orc 
*Neisser-Meyerhoff 
PHILLIP MORRIS 
10:45 a. m.-Sa-WUk 
Graphologist 
e N. Olyanova 
*Biow Co. 





*Lord & Thomas 


PISO 
12:15-Tu-Th-WOB 
‘Dream Singer’ 
Ralph Kirberry 
Betty Gould 
Frank Pinero 
*Aitken-Kynett 

PURITY 
. BAKERIES 
5:15-M to F-WOR 
‘Omar the Mystic’ 
Ralph Schoolman 
Bthel Everett 
*Hanff-Metzger 
SPRATT'’S DOG 
FooD 
6:30-Sun-WOR 
Albert Payson Ter- 
une 
*Paris & Peart 
Sss CO. 
(SSS Tonic) 
8.30-F-WOR 
‘The Music box’ 
Mary B. Wond 
Bailey Axton 
William Stoess 
*Johnron- Dalits 
UNITED CIGAR 
8:30-M-WOR 
‘Good Evening 
Serenade’ 
Isham Jones Ore, 
Eton Boys 
Loretta Lee 
Harry *Von Zell 


(Zemo) 
Tu-W-Th-WOR 

"Lampughter’ 

Jacob Tarshish 

*Erwin-Wasey 

R. L. WATKINS 

0:45 a.m.-M to F- 


(Dr. Lyons’ Tooth 
Powder) 
‘Back Stage Wife’ 

Vivian Fridell 
Ken Griffin 
Henry Saxe 
Mary McCormick 
James Goss 
*Blackett-S-H. 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
8-M to F-WOR 
‘Molly of Movies’ 
Kirby Hawke 
Gene Byron 
Blackett-S.-H. 





weekly, 


torial spieling. 


Willard J. 
engineer 


dectomy. 


& Fitch, N. Y., 
$15 to 
graphed. 


tion to the KSL, 
continuity staff. 


nights weekly. 





(Bill) 
of WGY, Schenectady, 
back at his stint after an appen- 


Marillah Olney, 
script writer in San Francisco and 
New York City, is the latest addi- 


Here and There 


Norbert Klem, 12-years with the 
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, 
replaces Irving Spector us conduc- 
tor of the ‘Down Melody Lane’ pro- 
gram for the Rochester Telephone 
Co. program over WHAM| 








Betty Holden now delivers 15 
minutes on household subjects over 
WMFF, Plattsburgh, 


N. Y., twice 





Squire Haskin, WHAM, Rochester, 
staff pianist for the last two years, 
has moved to Buffalo, 





Al Balling, chief transmitter oper- 
ator at Station WHAM, Rochester, 
is father of a baby daughter, 





Charles Sampson, erstwhile news- 
paperman in Cincinnati, 
staff of WKBO, Harrisburg, Pa. Is 
slated for twice-daily news and edi- 


added to 





Richard de Rochemont, in charge 
of European staff of March of Time, 
with offices in Paris, 
York for several weeks. 


is in New 





Purcell, chief 


Walter Craig had his Bimini fish 
(stuffed) on display in Abercrombie 
last week and spent 
have the window photo- 





Dave Rubinoff was at home to the 
radio press, etc., at his new Man- 
hattan penthouse last week. 





Bill Farren is out as chief an- 
nouncer at WNEW, New York. 


former NBC 


Salt Lake City, 





Louise Taber, California historian, 
takes her ‘Gold Rush Days’ chatter 
to KRFC, San Fancisco, for 
Takes spot vacated 
by Nicol Smith, adventure narrator, 
who has gone to New England 


three 


One Night Stands states for lecture tour. 
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—Republicans Have Big Chest, but Democrats 
Not Too Flush for Broadcasting 





Washington, Jan. 14. 

Amount of radio time used by 
the contending political forces this 
year will be determined largely by 
the size of the bank-roll which the 
Democrats are able to collect. be- 
tween now and summer. Republi- 
cans expect to be well-heeled and 
in a position to buy large gobs of 
air space. 

Total outlay this year probably 
will surpass the $400,000 outlay by 
Republican and Democratic organ- 
jzations in the 1932 tiff, with state 
and local political groups as well 
as individual candidates for Con- 
gressional and other offices adding 
to the pot which broadcasters will 
collect. American Liberty League 
is expected to spend freely, and 
other similar groups, including the 
National Economy League. 

While anticipating a chance to 
pocket considerable coin, broad- 
casters are perplexed about a 
troublesome feature of the political 
situation, the requirement in the 
1934 communications law that rival 
candidates for office must be af- 
forded equal access to the air. 

In view of the legal obligation to 
treat every contender alike, the in- 
dustry is on the verge of placing 
a definite limitation on the amount 
of time sold to political spouters 
and may take the unprecedented 
step of declining to sell to anyone 
except officially-designated spok - 
men for the Republican and Demo- 
cratic national headquarters. These 
moves are being pondered in self- 
defense. 

Planning to demand cash on the 
line for all broadcasting facilities 
after the two candidates are se- 
lected, chains are waiting for some 
reliable indications as to the size 
of the relative war-chests and 
epending tendencies of opposition 
camps before arranging final policy. 
The stand which the webs eyentu- 
ally take will depend to a large ex- 
tent upon the money situation. 


G.O.P.’s Big Chest 


If, as is generally expected, the 
Republicans have several times as 
much to spend as the Democrats, 
the broadcasters will be compelled 
to turn down a substantial amount 
of potential income in order to give 
equal broadcasting opportunities to 
the rival groups. In the event the 
Dems are hard up for dough, the 
national networks probably will de- 
cline to accommodate any factions 
except the official parties. This 
would result in shutting out such 
@ probably-free spender as the du- 
Pont backed Liberty League and 
throwing away good cash. 

The unpaid Democratic radio bill 
still reminding the industry of the 
1932 campaign is expected to be all 
washed up before the 1936 tiff opens 
Officially. The Republicans have 
wiped up their radio indebtedness, 
having an actual surplus at pres- 
ent, while the New Deal organiza- 
tion has just collected “enough 
money to wipe the slate clean. 

A decision to carry only out-and- 
Out political oratory has been 
reached by Columbia, resulting in 
shutting off the CBS web a cur- 
rent Republican series of dramati- 
zations of important events in U.S. 
history. Columbia expects to stick 
to this policy through the campaign, 
but NBC so far has not seen fit to 
follow suit. 

Censorship charges were again 
hurled at the Natienal Broadcast- 
ing Co. and Columbia Broadcasting 
System Monday (13) by the Re- 
publican National Committee fol- 
lowing the ban on dramatizations 
Networks take the position fiction- 
ized political propaganda “is irre- 
Sponsible and not based 


on™ cold 
facts, ~ 


Chairman Henry P. Fletcher ac? | 
cused the radio industry of dis- | of University of Canada, added to | 


criminating between friends and 
foes of President Roosevelt. Fletch- 


er asserted that ‘the attitude you 
have taken is affected and perhaps 
involuntarily controlled by the po- 
litical party in power which regu- 
lates the issuance of. your licenses.’ 

The refusal of the two chains to 
sell time before the campaign of- 
ficially opens next summer and 
their decision not to permit po- 
litical propaganda to be aired 
through the medium of dramatiza- 
tions were termed of major im- 
portance from the standpoint of 
freedom of the air. Fletcher said 
that the excuse for turning down 
the proposed skits is ‘almost funny.’ 

Kicking vigorously because the 
G. O. P. dramatizations cannot be 
aired, Fletcher declared in his let- 
ter to Paley that ‘the use of what 
you are pleased to call your ‘edito- 
rial judgment’—amounts in practice 
to censorship.’ 

Refusal of both NBC and CBS to 
accept the Republican party’s ‘Lib- 
erty at the Crossroads’ commercial, 
has resulted in the G.O.P.’s acquisi- 
tion of a spread over WGN, Chicago 
Tribune station, for a _ series of 
Tuesday eve programs. First of 
these started last night. Was a 
platter job, also bearing the title 
‘Liberty at the Crossroads.’ 

Half-hour episode dealt with the 
alleged ‘evils’ of the processing tax 
and the mounting public debt via a 
conversation between man and wife 
over a Windy City breakfast table. 
Wife handled the processing tax 
matter by stating that she was serv- 
ing Polish bacon because it was 
cheaper than American bacon from 
Chicago’s own famed stockyards. 
Rest of the program in a similar 
insinuative vein. 

Second stanza, slated for the 21st 
from 9:30 to 10 p. m. E. 8S. T., will 
see the end of the platter stuff, and 
the substitution of a live talent show 
piped in from New York over the 
Mutual web’s wires. Times Square 
studio has been leased for the broad- 
cast. WOR, New York, and other 
Mutual web members, however, will 
not air the show. Is for WGN alone. 

Latter station is the only one so 
far under G.O.P. contract. Expected, 
however, that the Republicans will 
try to acquire time on a number of 
other outlets. Party recently had 
World Broadcasting cut a series of 
discs, and these apparently are to 
be placed in the future. 

In letting the Republican biz go, 
the webs forfeited a nice chunk of 
coin from the reputedly solvent anti 
New Dealers. As a sample of what 
might have been, Thomas G. Sabin, 
radio chief, advised CBS that he 
had the following in mind: (1) a 
half hour weekly stanza over the 
basic; (2) further biz for the sup- 
plementaries, and (3) a series of 
spot announcements giving time, 
weather and other reports, 





Write Buffalo Air Celeb 


Into Fiction as Hero 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 


Dramatization of an established 
radio personality is script being 
prepared by John Turner for Buf- 
falo Broadcasting Corp. being built 
around Roger Baker, whose air 
sports column is oldest in country. 
Sketch will be about Baker and a 
jkid he makes his pal, touching on 
| big-time sports events along way. 
Plenty of heart-throb hoke in 





opening. Plan to have kid lying in 
| hospital, slowly dying because of no 
{interest in living. Arrival of his 
jradio idol, Roger Baker, with auto- 
i graphed baseball hypos his interest, 
so he gets well in a hurry and— 
presto! they're fast friends. 





i 
| 
| 
Howard Moffet, recent graduate 


| the announcing staff at WINS, New 
York. 


On 8-Station Network 


St. Paul, Jan. 14. 

Geo. A. Hormel & Co.’s ‘ A Night 
in Old Mexico,’ stage show which 
though handled through WCCO’s 
Artists Bureau has since its incep- 
tion last September been strictly 
theatre, starting Monday (20) goes 
on a CBS split network of eight 
midwest stations, originating at 
WCco. Austin (Minn.) packing 
company’s show, though touring 
through Iowa currently, will air 
every Monday (7:00-7:30 P. M.) 
from the Minneapolis studio. 

Program will not carry the Old 
Mex tag on the ether, however, but 
will be billed ‘Juan Haidrigo and 
His Americano Marimba band.’ 
‘Haidrigo’ is really Jake Heidrick, 
former first violinist with the Min- 
neapolis Symphony orchestra who 
passed up his 1935-36 contract with 
that group in order to tred the 
boards. 

New Hormel setup means discon- 
tinuance of the twice-weekly stu- 
dio chili party, 15-minute periods 
after which Hormel chili was served 
in generous portions to the studio 
audience (250 capacity). New stint 
will feature Mexican and Spanish 
melodies, and modern American 
tunes dished up with Spic flavor. 
There'll be a male trio. Don Tut- 
tle is soloist. Four marimbas will 
be featured. 

Although there are 30 in the Old 
Mexico company now playing Iowa, 
only the musickers and warblers 
will hurry in to WCCO every Mon- 
day’ night, thus not making the 
travel item as large as it might first 
appear. From now on unit is 
booked every night but Mondays, 
when the cast will mark time till 
next day for the broadcasting 
group’s return. 


Scripps-Howard Puts 
New Life, Personalities 
Into WNOX, Knoxville 


Knoxville, Jan. 14. 

WNOX has undergone extensive 
face-lifting since Continental Radio 
Corp., Scripps-Howard subsidiary, 
took over the reins, 

Broadcasting now 19 hours per 
day, instead of 15 as before. Be- 
ginning this week, it’s from 5.30 
a.m.tola.m. The wavelength was 
changed from 550 to 1010 for tech- 
nical reasons. 

R. B. Westergaard, formerly of 
Iowa Broadcasting System, is act- 
ing station and commercial man- 
ager. James C. Hanrahan, Contin- 
ental vice-president and also from 
the Iowa group, is spending much 
time in Knoxville nursing the new 
baby. John Mayo, formerly of Co- 
lumbia and NBC program staff, is 
handling same stuff here. Richard 
Peters, once of Washington News 
and Cleveland Press, handles radio 
and newspaper promotion, 

Plenty of new studio, office and 
transmitter equipment going in, 
with brand new rate card coming 
eut tomorrow (15). After much 
jamming, they’re installing a new 
phone system, handling 18 times as 
many calls. Co-operation with 
Knoxville News-Sentinel, local S-H 
paper, working nicely, with huge 














Contented Workers 





Indianapolis, Jan. 14. 

If other factories follow the 
lead of Eli Lilly and Company, 
radio may be forced to alter 
audience surveys for daytime. 
Bruce Childs, a departmental 
superintendent of Lillys, has 
had -radios installed in every 
branch of his bailiwick so that 
workers may be entertained 
while on the job. 

Childs claims that the mo- 
notony is relieved in this man- 
ner, and more production is 
achieved, with fewer errors. 
Several types of rest periods 
were tried before it was ascer- 
tained that radio was the best. 











ON BOWES 
INCIDENT 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 14, 

Salt Lake City, often touchy 
where local pride is involved, did 
not like the form of ‘apology’ 
adopted by Major Bowes in be- 
latedly presenting Chester Hill, 
Salt Lake City music student, on 
the Chase & Sanborn amateur pro- 
gram. Through a misunderstanding 
of some sort Hill had been expected 
—by his home towners—on the pro- 
gram dedicated to Salt Lake City 
but instead came on a week later 
with Bowes asking over the air, 
‘Where were you last week?’ as if 
to suggest that Hill’s failure to 
show up had been due to absence or 
neglect by Hill. 

While the matter might seem a 
bit of a teapot tempest to outsiders 
Salt Lake City took the whole affair 
seriously. A great deal of publicity 
followed the first Sunday when Hill 
failed to appear and when the next 
week he did get a chance local 
citizenry reacted unfavorably to the 
attitude of the impresario. It was 
felt that the explanation should 
have been given directly by Bowes 
and not implied through the asking 
of a question (which Hill did not 
answer on the air). 

Frank S. Cundiff, general man- 
ager of the Mountain States Tele- 
phone Company, was outspoken in 
resentment for the way in which 
the original explanation had put the 
blame on the local phone company 
for the ‘home town boy slighted’ in- 
cident. An agreement between the 
J. Walter Thompson advertising 
agency and the American Telephone 
& Telegraph company covering the 
manner of handling telephone vot- 
ing was apparently not known lo- 
cally, or_at least never made clear. 

Understanding with the agency 
was that at no time would it permit 
the appearance of talent from the 
same city where the polling was 
taking place. It has been antici- 
pated by the phone company that 
the local exchanges would be 
swamped with so many calls for the 
hometown boy or. girl that the 
police and fire departments and 
hospitals “would be cut off from 
emergency service. 








Race Hatred Legislation 
Proposed by Politician 


Albany, Jan. 1}. 
Radio speakers and owners of 
broadcasting stations would be 





radio column in daily. | 


No Scandinavian? 


WBNX, Bronx, catering to foreign 
listening public mostly, is having a 
special ‘Music Goes .Round and 
Around’ hour on Thursday night 
; (16) at 7 p.m. EST, with the ditty 














to be sung in Yiddish, Italian, Span- | not be possible unless twe 6r more 
‘sh, Hungarian, German, Polish and | persons heard a speaker atter re- 
Greek so as to satisfy its particular |marks which come under the pro- 
| audience. posed ban. 
Management decided on this spe- | Practically all radio statons al- 
i stunt after the requests began | ready exercise rigid © psership 
piling up. 


restricted under a bill introduced 


in the Legislature by Senator 
Jacob Schwartzwald, Brooklyn 
Democrat. He proposes to elimi 


any group because of race, colorsor 
religion. Schwartzwald's bill 0 
ealls for punishment for violgtors 
by a fine not to exceed $7 000 or a 
jail sentence of 90 days to/three 
years or both. Prosecution? would 


nate expressions of hatred tong 
$s 


along these very lines, 


GHT TO SPANK AS 


WELL-HEELED G. 0. P. MAY HAVE ITS 
SPENDING SLOWED TO RIVAL’S PACE 


‘Equality of Opportunity’ Presents New Complication| Hormel Traveling Unit 
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2ND THOUGHTS! 
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LONGER LICENSE 
NOT YET RIPE 


Anning S. Prall Tells Con- 
gressional Committee of 
Limitations Upon F.C.C. 
Authority to Keep Sta- 
tions in Line 











NEW LAWS DUE? 





Washington, Jan, 14. 
Possibility of new legislation to 
penalize broadcasters guilty of air- 
ing offensive programs was seen 
last week in by the 
House Appropriations Committee 


that Chairman Anning S. Prall, of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, favors the idea of sus- 
pending stations which carry objec- 
tionable advertising and low-grade 
programs, 

Simultaneously, the Commish in 
its first annual report revealed that 
formal action wa: taken against 
152 individual stations in the 1934- 
35 clean-up campaign while Prall’s 
testimony disclosed that the Com- 
mish at the present moment is pon- 
dering 300 charges against approxi- 
mately 100 stations. 

Blasting one-quarter of all broad- 
casters for operating ‘poor sté- 
tions’ which cause program trouble, 
Prall told the House committee re- 
cently that he is opposed to long- 
term licenses until the industry has 
put its house in order and, further- 
more, he believes that if the F.C.C. 
were authorized to suspend licenses 
the program situation could be 
cleaned up speedily and effectively. 

‘If we had the right to suspend 
a station for a week or 10 days or 
a month, in my judgment. that 
would stop more of this bad pro- 
gramming and other violations 
than anything else, but we have no 
such power,’ Commish head ad- 
vised legislators, 

On the question of extending li- 
cense periods, Prall declared that 
three-quarters of the industry be- 
haves’ satisfactorily. He added, 
however, that ‘I think it ig tha 
opinion of the Commission that 
until we succeed in bringing about 
a very great improvement in the 
standards of the programming that 
the six-month period should be left 
as it is,” Otherwise, if we had 90% 
of the stations ab careful in their 
selection of programs and continui- 
ties as perhaps three-quarters of 
them are now there would be no 
reason why we could not give them 
a year’s license.’ 

A sharp rise in the number of 
squawks filed with the Commish 
was pointed out in the annual re- 
port, which disclosed that the air- 
ing of false and misleading adver- 
tising is the chief source of trouble. 
The report of the legal division de- 
clared that formal action was taken 
in regard to 226 separate objec- 
tionable programs during the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1935, while in- 
formal adjustment was made in the 
case of ‘a much larger number of 
com plaints.’ 

Explaining that the Commish has 
no control over programs, Chair- 
man Prall, prodded by Represent- 
atives, Chester Bolton, of Ohio, and 
Richard B. Wigglesworth, of Mas- 
sachutts, Republicans, told the 
House committee that under exist- 
ing circumstances ‘the only thing’ 
the Commish can do to prevent ob- 
jectionable broadcasting is to re- 
voke licenses. 
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NEW YORK RADIO PARADE 


By Nellie Revell 





Maybe the Gong Is Just a Myth 

Executives of Swift Company, with a program airing over NBC, had 
themselves a dinner one night last week. For laughs they desired a 
Major Bowes gong to ring on the after-dinner speechmakers. So con- 
tacted the agency of their radic program which agency is also repre- 
sentative for the Major Bowes program, namely the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. Climaxed when Ray Weber of Swift called CBS and asked 
for a Major Bowes-type gong. CBS delivered a gong with CBS in nice 
big white letters, gong used that night at the banquet. 





Ford Program Stunt 


Ford Motors will have a merchandising stunt in operation shortly. 
Gag is in cooperation with the Fred Waring organization. Listeners 
to program will be asked if they waat pictures of the Waring outfit, 
either singly or group. When requests for pix arrive, the request and 
pix is sent to Ford dealer nearest letter writer, Local Ford salesman 
delivers pix and how about a sample ride? With Waring band taking 


—tfo road for next two months for a series of p.a.’s the final details will 


be completed and tested. 





WMCA's Coritract For Salesmen 


Salesmen at. WMCA are working under a new contract. In one clause 
they agree to abide by all station regulations, past, present and future. 
Another paragraph has them waiving claim to commission on renewals 
of programs after they are no longer with station. And of course there 
is a weck-to-week clause. Entire contract situation arrived after a 
salesman no longer with station claimed a commission on a program 
renewals. 





‘March of Time’ Squawks 

‘March of Time’ prograrh gets plenty of squawks from listeners. At 
present the State Department is raising Hail Mary about claimed undue 
emphasis on the Yellow Peril angie. Another recent squawk came from 
Governor Clyde Herring of Iowa. He squawked about the program 
mentioning the burning of Supreme Court judges in effigy over the AAA 
decision. According to airing lowa State U did burning in effigy. But 
reprimand claimed that [owa State College, not under contro] of the 
State, did the effigy -burning. 





New Set-Up of CBS Prog. Dept. 

Program, commercial program and production departments at CBS 
have been merged into one unit under title of-Program Dept. New set-up 
lines up thus: James Burke handling program. info; Fred Bethel is 
Director of Music witk Davidson Taylor and Phil Cohan and Miss Single- 
ton as assistants; Len Hole heads Program Sales which will act as 
liason between program and sales departments; Max Wiley is con- 
tinuity editor (censor) he and Earl McGiil being under Courtenay Savage, 
who now handles scripts, both commercial and sustaining. Shirley 
Ward now heads the casting dept. John Carlile is head of production 
with Don Ball as assistant and Ernie Bush as assistant to Bail. No 
more production men. All will be known as directors; associate direct- 
ors or assistant directors. Entire set-up housed on 18th floor. 





Radio As Tracker-Downer 


Phil Lord’s new ‘Gang Busters’ program for Colgate and Palmolive 
Shaving Creams will use a stunt at tail end of program. These last 
few minutes will be given te announcements of identification orders 
and clues and rewaris on wanted criminals. Answers are to be for- 
warded to proper authorities. Strange the’ it may seem the coppers 
expect to uncover a few leads by this maneuver. 





$80 For 15 Min. 6 Times a Week 


To meet the competition of other independent local outlets WMCA 
is lining up a Dance Parade of recordings to run until five ayem. Dick- 
ering with sponsors and offering a 15-minute show for $80 a week. All 
station wants is enough to cover the nut. Deal with sponsors is that 
entire set-up is cold unless station has 2@ of spots sold. 





Pay To Hear Advertising? 

Coca-Cola is dickering with the local phone company for price on 
deal, whereby Coca-Cola installs ts own robot machine and gives 
subscribers correct time and a slogan on the product at the same time. 
Soda firm is sponsoring same gadget in seven cities in South at present 
time. Closest to New York they have come is Wilmington Delaware. 
At present Atlanta, Ga., handles 15,000 of these phone calls daily. Robot 
works with records and voice feeding time and slogan is that of Miidred 
Linn, radio actress, who competed for job with 36 others at NBC last 
year. Unmentioned whether or not the subscriber gets charged for call. 
With the commercial angle mebbe these calls will be free? 





. Short Shots 

Lucky Strike Cigarettes will air their additional program over NBC 
on Wednesday evenings following the Fred Allen program. Talent, as 
stated here last week, is not set outside of Al Goodman and Loretta 
lee...Mary Pickford program, formerly set for this niche, shifts te 
CBS, where it will air on Feb. 11, taking the half hour vacated by Fred 
Waring...Joe Bentonelli is under guidance of Hermann Schaad...Sachs 
Furniture renewed at WMCA...‘Midwesi,’ legit show in town going for 
a bit of radio exploitation under guidance of Larry Nixon. Member of 
cast is Bernadine Hayes, who was Miss Radio some three years ago and 
publicized by Larry in those days...Paul Whiteman throwing a break- 
fast for Fred Waring at the Essex House on the 20th...Henry M. Neely 
back in action after a severe iliness...Cork O’Keefe caught himself a 
cold and stayed on the Ceast...Round and Around hats and dresses will 
soon be on the market...Leslie Howard steps aside on the 19th to give 
President Rooseveit the air...Beitie Glenn, now a member of the Robert 
Taplinger office...Esther Mason to England for a visit with the folks, 
her mater being ifl...Joyce Colman, dramatic and musica] staff actress 
at WHN is Mrs. Bill Pooler, the Mr. being an NBC engineer...James 
Miine of WELI, New Haven, in town last week...Jack Fraser returns 
to NY after one month of vacation in Lawrence, Mass...Loft candies 
audition at NBC iast week...RCA publicists visited the NBC press 
department last week in a group. Boys mostly interested in revealing 
picture of Dorethy Lamour on the wall near entrance to offices, 





Scrambled Notes 

Sears Roebuck auditioned a dramatic-musical combo program at CBS 
last week. Script by John Lawson and David Howard...Lennie Hayton 
due back on air in February...Irv Reis returns from California to join 
the CBS scripting department. Harry Spears out to Coast to replace 
him...Bill Bacher hudd!es with Benton & Bowles during that fast trip 
back from the Coast. No deal set for his return, but don’t be sur- 
prised if Charley Winninger returns.. Fred Wile, Jr.. of Young & Rubi- 
cam publicity is now a papa...Irene Beasley to be steady on the Life- 
saver show...Jane Pickens grooming for opera at the Juilliard Institute 
...-Howard Price a permanent member of the Horlick show for A. & P. 
...TO doubdle-check on restricted tunes CBS has added five to their 
music clearance staff...WMCA will air the Harry Hershfield testimonial | 
on the 26th...Johnny Green has a new (CBS series coming up...Nat | 
Abramson’s Opery House (WOR-MBS Playhouse with Artist Bureau ' 


charge, ESTP has organized a com- 


Hungarian Director Criticized For 
Tee Many Jobs 
ee 
_ Budapest, Jan. 3. 
Arpad Odry, for years director of 


plays broadcast by Hungarian 
Broadcasting Co, has resigned un-, 
expectedly. 

Probable reason is that Odry re- 
alized general feeling of resentment 
at his holding haif a dozen well- 
paid jobs in state-controlied con- 
cerns, such as being a member and 
a director of National theatre, head- 
master and professor at State Stage 
academy and director of Radio, as 
well as figuring very frequently on 
Programs. Evidently the did not 
care to be subject to further at- 
tacks on account of this overlapping 
of jobs. 

According to another’ version, 
Odry is candidate for managership 
of National Theatre if Antal Ne- 
meth gives it up. 

Radio director’s post will prob- 
ably be filled by Bela Naday. 


KSTP Sets Up Complete 
Merchandizms Dept. 
Under Ray C. Jenkins 


With Ray C. Jenkins, 
manager of St. Louis’ 








former 
KSD, in 


plete radio sales promotion and 
merchandising services for radio 
clients. Services offered include 
standard market data; mail public- 
ity, under which announcements 
are mailed within the station's 
trade area to a specific list of names 
or to an entire business classifica- 
tion, as requested by the client; 
posters, linking product and pro- 
gram time, to be placed in stores 
carrying the advertised merchan- 
dise. 

Headquarters for out-of-town 
sales and ad execs requiring tem- 
porary office facilities in the Twin 
Cities will be provided. In fact, 
according to KSTP’s plans, sta- 
tion will do practically everything 
for the client but take his pooch for 
a walk, 





Rosenblum Brings Over 
Trade-Ways Man to NBC 


John H. MacDonald has joined 
the accounting division in the treas- 
urer’s office at. NBC. He comes 
from Trade-Ways, Inc., marketing 
and management counsel, which did 
a year and a half survey of the 
network. David Rosenblum, who, as 
executive v.p. of Trade-Ways, di- 
rected the survey, is now treas- 
urer and a v.p. of NBC. 

Another shift in the NBC per- 
sonnel last week was the resigna- 
tion of Stuart Sprague from the 
network’s legal staff to go into pri- 
vate practice and the assignment 
to the vacancy of Harold Myers. 
Latter was formerly in RCA Vic- 
tor’s law department. 


(Sunday) series of broadcasts plug- 
ging his firm on WFSBR. ‘The 
launderer heads his own program, 
handing top spot in a singing role, 
and further drills the ensemble 
which backgrounds his work. 

Gives self big billing, ‘Joe Archer, 
Your Bosom Friend being the of- 
ficial tag over broadcasts. And Joe’s 
younger brother acts as the adver- 
tising agency. 


Lincoln Newscasting Is 
Altered by New Status 


Lincoln, Jan. 14. 


Associated Press is now serving 
stations KFAB and KFOR here as 
well as KOIL, Omaha, since the 
recent 50% sale to the Lincoln 
newspapers, Lincoln Star and State 
Journal. The stations previously 
were subscribers to Trans-Radio 
news, since during the fight days, 
all the leased wires were controlied 
by the papers. 

Although Trans-Radio is still on 
the books, it may be cancelled by 
giving .-30 days notice, believed 
soon to happen. In the meanttme, 
publishers and radio execs are 
dickering for an additional wire, 
either International News Service, 
or United Press. The latter Is be- 
ing used by WOW, Omaha, which 
may or may not be the reason for 
its ultimate sale here, depending on 
how much the locals want to cut in 
on Omaha. Newspapers are now 
running complete station pregrams 
daily. 

Larry Hall, radio editur in the 
fight days, now has an assistant, 
Bruce Nicoll, for the sheets. 


SHOWMANSHIP ARGUMENT 


Rival . Saleemen Prove it Does 
jor Doesn't Matter 

















Indianapolis, Jan. 14. 

Salesmen for WIRE now g0 
armed with clippings from Varrerr 
which give it independent station 
showmanship honors over utility- 
owned WFBM. 

WFBM salesmen carry rebuttais 
in the form of data to educate client 
on the difference between show- 
manship and station coverage and 
audience response. 





Hockey on KFEL-KVOD 


Denver, Jan. 14. 

Final period of all hockey games 
being played at the Mammoth Gar- 
dens ice rinks here, is being broad- 
cast by station KFEL-KVOD.: 

Program, which is sustaining, 
usually lasts about an hour, with a 
summary of the preceding periods. 

Station has installed a_ special 
booth at the rink. Lou Bryon, con- 
nected with the Gardens, does the 
announcing. 








talent) opens on the 18th. 
Ways program off. 


Johnny Johnstone back at his des 


renewed for one year by CBS Ariist 


Henry Sharf handling baton.. 


-World Peace- 





Stand By 


k after a bout with chicken pox... 


New Corn products program, ‘Musical Reveries’ will have Lou Rader- 
man airing under alias of Ken Woods... 
radio production on Leonard Sillman's 


-Henry Souvaine, Inc., handling 
‘New Faces’...Mary Eastman 
Bureau...Snoony exited from Ford 


show last night...Wasey Procucts will air recordings of Carson Robi- 
son Buckeroos on 12 outlets thru South...Theodore Gannon out at the 
CBS music department...March of Time has office on 15th floor at CBS. 
Remington Rand is co-sponsor of this program. Not a Remington type- 
writer is visible...Charley Marsball of the Carefree Carnival program 
will do a three-week engagement on the National Barn Dance. First 
show Feb. 8. Ace Wright, Johnny Toffoli and Johnny O'Brien go along 

..-Hal Kemp making Paramount shorts..-Landt Trio & White cuf their 
ayem shows at NBC to four a week. These and their Omega Oil com- 
merciais at night keep them busy. 





Nemo 

CBS is cutting plugs on their remote broadcasts down to a minimum. 
No more boosts for a swell dinner and cheap prices. Just straight 
announcements. ..Blackett-Sample-Hummert opened few offices at 247 
Park Ave.. Stuart Heminway joined the WOR sales. Was Chicago 
advertising manager for Fortune...Ben Bland added to WOR sales pro- 
motion. Comes from Cleveland Plain Dealer...Rubinoff held open house 
at his penthouse last Sunday, celebrating his fifth year on the air. Eddie 
Cantor, Parkyakakes and Rudy Vallee were there ..Ray Knight to judge 
beauty at the Darmouth Beauty Carnival...Himan Brown. radio pro- 
gramaker, worked with Moss Hart back in their little Theatre days... | 
Richard Crooks to Australia this summer for a tour with first date | 
set for June...George Maher, NBC Frisco engineer, is a papa. .Harol4 | 
Bratsderg, Coast announcer on NBC. will wed Margucrite Connell of | 
Seattle...Aifred McCann, Jr. makes it five years on WOR...Jimmy 
Meiton steady on the Kellogg pregram...Joe Swann, p.a. for J. Sterling 
Getchell returned from business trip to Texas...Little Jack Little goes 
into the Casino on Catalina Island for six weeks on May 22. CBS 





booked and wire naturally...Charles Peck, If, has been on air for five 
years singing on the Horn & Hatdait show at CBS. Now will sing as 
emote on the Bil & Ginger script... Benav Venuta in Chicago with 
‘Anything Goes’ is in hospital with bad sinus nose and throat irritation. 





IN HU INGARY 


THEY HAVE 
IDEAS, T00 


Budapest, Dec. 29, 
Hungarian Broadcasting Co. now 
expects ali air performers to sign 
an agreement to the effect that they 
have no objection to wax records 
being taken of their radio perform- 





J ances, and broadcast again when- 


ever the management wishes, 
against a payment of only 10% of 
their usual fees to performers. 


Air soloists are outraged, since 
this means that within a few 
months the company can make a 
collection of records that will en- 
able them to make up whole pro- 
grams of canned music and dis- 
pense with performers altogether if 
they choose. Management, how- 
ever, insists on this paragraph of 
the contract. Broadcasting being a 
state monopoly, artists can do 
nothing against it. 





State of New Mexico Talks 
Purchase of Station KOB 


Aibuquerque, N. Mex., Jan. 14. 

State department heads have rec- 
ommended state’s purchase of radio 
station KOB now being operated by 
Albuquerque Publishing Co. 

Apparently this is climax of fight 
of Gov. Clyde Tingley to wrest con- 
trol of station (10,000 watts) from 
publisher of the Albuquerque Jour- 
nal, who took station when on its 
heels and saved license. 

Report by H. A. Engle, Madison, 
Wis., expert hired by state to make 
survey of feasibility of operating 
station, estimates cost of increasing 
power to 25,000 watts at $30,000. 


WWJ's Auxiliary 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

With an eye to television and fac- 
simile, WWJ started this week erec- 
tion of a 100-watt ultra-high fre- 
quency experimental station on top 
of town’s tallest building, the 48- 
story Penobscot. Call letters of 
test transmitter, okayed last Friday 
(10) by F. C. C., will be W8XWJ and 
will be in operation around Feb. 1. 

For present, signal of station will 
be sent out of wave of 9.48 meters, 
31,600 kilocycles, or 31.6 megacycles. 
Because trend is toward still higher 
frequencies, WWJ applied for and 
was granted three channels of still 
higher frequencies, which will per- 
mit further experimentation as soon 
as receivers capable of tuning In on 
the high frequencies are available. 

Meanwhile, the Detroit News, 
which operates WWJ, will show lis- 
teners how to build or where to ob- 
tain television sets. _ 


In and Out at WJBK 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Lester Mitchell, formerly of 
WXYZ, has replaced Harold Hubert 
on announcing staff at WJBK. Mary 
Coughlin, ‘Lady of the Evening’ for 
several years at WJBK, leaves next 
week, 

The Kentucky Corncrackers, con- 
sisting of two musicians besides 
Gernert Case, the Kentucky Moun- 
taineer, also have been let out, due 
to loss of Reading Clothing Co. con- 
tract for hillbilly ork. 

Meanwhile, WJBK has signed 
Kroger Grocery and Baking Co. to 
a renewed 13-week contract for an- 
other series of one-hour morning 
programs, consisting of time sig- 
nals, music and lists of grocery 
items; R. G. Dun for daily 15-min- 
ute programs featuring Billy Re- 
paid’s newcasts, during which 
hockey tickets are given away; 
Fora Motor Co., four announce- 
ments daily, and Chevrolet Motor, 
five recorded ‘Musical Moments’ per 
week. 

















WHDH Stays as Is 


Boston, Jan. 14. 
Recurrent report in Buston radio 


circles that WHDH would move 
from its present Iccation at the 
Hotel Touraine are quelled by the 


announcement that the management 
intends to remain in its present 
quarters. and that general repairs 
would be started shortly. 
Offices and studies will all 
done over and air-conditioned. 
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~~ lich Frequency for Locals 
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permit a substantial increase in 
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Use of extremely high frequencies, above 30 megacycles, may 


tions and prove an ideal way of rendering additional service to 
thickly-settled metropolitan areas, Federal Communications Com- 
mission hinted im its annual report last week. 

Declining to make any specific predictions about results of experi- 


Cc. B. Jolliffe, former commish chief engineer, suggested that the 
very high frequencies not being used commercially at present may 
provide a means of supplying strictly local service to any number 
of centers of population with frequency assignments duplicated at 
relatively low mileage separations. 
ed, -however, by lack of broadcast receivera capable 
of picking up stations operating im these bands, engineer said. 


Washington, Jan. 14. 


the number of broadcasting sta- 


frequeacies and super-power, Dr. 


Exploitation of these channels 








Agencies-Sponsors 


Japenese Crabmeat Association, 
through the Maxon agency, New 
York, placing a schedule of five- 
minute spots throughout the coun- 
try for a Lenten campaign. Begins 





middle of February and runs to end 


of March. 





La Chey Foed Preducts, inc., 
adding radio to the media schedule 
thropgh N. W. Ayer. Company has 
skedded itself for participation in 
the Monday stanza of the Martha 
Deane program over WOR, New 
York, and will alzo participate in 
the ‘Woman's Club of the Ait’ eaeries 
over WCAU, Philly. 





Webster-Eisenlohr, cigar makers, 
releasing @ spot campaign through 
N..W. Ayer te plug four of its 
smokes. 

Schedule runs as follows: WMAQ, 
Chicago, five quarter hours of UP 
news flashes weekly starting Feb. 
17 in behalf of Tom Moore; KYW, 
Philly, evening time signals five 
times weekly atarting Jan. 16 in be- 
half of Girard; WBT, Charlotte, 25 


* word announcements twice a day 


for Cinco; WOR, New York, Trans- 
radio news flashes on Sundays at 
6:30 p.m. for Henrietta and Girard; 
WJR, Detroit, 20 word anmounce- 
ments five times @ week beginning 
in March for Cinco. 





Packard electric razors placing 


advertising through Lambert 
Feasiey, New York agency, 
radio on the schedule. 


& 
with 





Central Soya Co. (soy beans and 
oilmeal) using radio through the 
Superior Advertising Service, Fort 
Wayne. 





Inter-State Nurseries of Ham- 
burg, Ia. releasing a campaign in 
which radio {s chalked up for about 
$15,000. Cole’s agency of Des 
Moines handles the account. 





Ralston H. Coffin, previously 
advertising manager of the Quaker 
Maid Company, manufacturing sub- 
sidiary of A. & P., joining the New 
York office of Fletcher & Ellis, ad- 
vertising agency. 





National Safety Bank now airing 
over WOR, New York, with a Sun- 


Will Court series over WMCA, New 
York, but deal depends on ironing 
out the guest-judge angle which 
| snagged negotiations, 





‘David Harum,’ in serial form, 
starts over WJZ on Jam. 27 and 
}sponsored by Babbitt compeny. It 
will be heard Monday to Friday, at 
10.45 a. m EST. Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert ia handling. 





Texace imported a large group of 
out-of-town dealers Tuesday night 
(14) for a first-hand look-see at 
‘Jumbo’ broadcas* from Hippodrome 





theatre. Sponsor reserved over half 


day series, still interested in Good} 


Rotary Luncheon Cat 
Off Air; Kids Switch 
From Oxayed song List 


Syracuse, Jan. 14. 

Effects of Warner Brothers’ radio 
ban on its copyrighted musie 
struck 
WFBL (Co!) interrupted a Rotary 
Club luncheon broadcast in the On- 
ondaga Hotel and finally cut ft off 
the air altogether. 
Failure of the singers, a group 
of juveniles presenting a program 
arranged by the Rotarians’ inter- 
national service committee, to stick 





bers Ied to the interruption and 
subequent discontinuance, WFBL 
explained. 


On the first departure from the 
| appreved hist, the station filled in 
with electrical transcriptions, hop- 
ing that the group would return to 
the original program. But as un- 
acheduled numbers continued, 
\WFBL abruptly ended the broad- 
east and joined the Columbia net- 
work. 





| second time such visiting entour- 
ages have come to Manhattan for 
a close viewing. 





Goodrieh Tire and Rubber Co. is 
turning out a transcription series 
for placement ameng 200-odd sta- 
tions by Ruthrauff & Ryan or local 
dealers. Programs will consist of 
the Mills Bros., the Boswell Sisters 
and @ B. A. Rolfe unit. 

Talent contract, which was han- 
dled by Rockwell-O’Keefe, calls for 
13 shows, each running 15° minutes. 





WMCA, New York, has received a 
further renewal of the Sachs Fur- 
niture contract. Parlor and bed- 
room outfitters is one of oldest radio 
advertisers, having been on air for 
1t years to date, six of which have 
been spent with WMCA, 





Edward Palange and Herbert Bar- 
ton move from the almost new radio 
advertising agency of Palange, 
Abrahams and Palange, New York, 
into Carsen-Rueling-Payge agency, 
same city. Will head radfo dept. 





in Syracuse Jan. 7 when | 


to their previously approved num- 


the house for the visiters. It’s the | 


Cast, Writer, Work 


‘Couple’ Strip on WON 


Gratis to Keep 
as Sustainer 





On the Knuckles 





Knoxville, Jan. 14. 

Unhappy over the stiff radio 
competition, The Knoxville 
Journal has taken to straight 
digs at press-radio reports. 

Whenever a local news bul- 
letin errs in accuracy, a little 
squib in the following morning 
edition points it out in a none- 
too-polite way. 











N.I.B.’S 106 MEMBERS 


tndependent Roster tncreased By 
Half a Dozen 

Half a dozen new stations have 
been added to the roster of the Na- 
tional Independent Broadcasters, 
bringing the total to 166 daytime 
outlets and 97 night time. New- 
comers are: 

WTBO, Cumberland, Md.; WDGY, 
| Minneapotis; WLBPF, Kansas City, 
Kan.; WIL, St. Louis; WLAP, Lex- 
‘ington; ané KEPJ, Los Angeles. Ad- 
ation of these stations advances the 
rate card commeansurably. 

Meantime WMCA, New York, fs 
still counted into the list, although 
it’s not yet certain whether the sta- 
tion will be in sufficient agreement 
with N. I. B. policies to be a per- 
manent member. 





Withycomb’s Jinx Holiday 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Don Withycomb, WFIL general 
;manager, back from vacation in 
Pinehurst, last week, returned there 
‘almost immediately on word his 
wife who stayed behind suffered ap- 
pendicitis attack. Went to bring 
her back for possible operation. 
Whole Southern venture has been 
headache for Withyeomb this year. 
Sun and golf expedition turned sour 
| when snow Kept ’em fhdoors during 
his stay there. Mrs. Withycom> is 
former Mathilde Harding, radio or- 
ganist. 








Chicago, Jan. 24. 

With Holland Furnace dropping 
the sponsorship of ‘Couple Next 
Door,’ script show on WGN, Chi- 
eago Tribune station, the program 
will continue as a sustaining strip. 

Author and cast will work for 
nothing in the hope that the pro- 
gram will pick up another client 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
agency which handled the original 
spotting of the program. Show has 
been on locally and drew yelps trem 
Holland dealers in other territories, 
squawking that Chicago dealers 
were being favored. ; 


GEORGE ISAAC GOES 
TO BLAIR COMPANY 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
George Isaac has split with the 
Lord & Thomas agency here, after 
a year with the organization as 
head of its radio department. 
Isaac left his desk as commercial 








manager for WGN, the Chicago 
Tribune station, to join Lord & 
Thomas. 


He will vacation for a month in 
California and then join John Biair 
& Co. Isaac becomes a partner in 
the station rep firm on stock pur- 
chase deal. He wil? be in charge of 
the Blair Chicago office. 





KNX Stips on Sterling 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Western Broadcast Co., operator 
of KNX, Holkywood, last week 
‘signed another stipulation with 
Federal Trade Commission agreeing 
to drop radio advertising which 
government agency deemed offen- 
sive. 

Program which drew fire was 
sponsored by Sterfing Remedy Co., 
(Kansas City, plugging medicinal 
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Mc: of the claims of any advertising 


medium are at best only estimates or indications. 


“Circulation”, “potential listeners”, 


“fan mail”, “market analysis” are important data for advertisers, but 
they are only signposts along the highway that leads to sales. 


WLW offers currently a broadeasting 


siory reduced te its final fundamental: ACTUAL SALES. 


This analysis contains only facts about . 


the area in which WLW sells the products of ONE advertiser--no 
duplication, no “lumping”. 


It is prepared to answer any adver- 


tiser’s most important question: “Can you influence buyers to pur- 


chase my product?” 


It makes no claims, draws no con- 


clusions. It states simple facts, offers indisputable evidence. It is 
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Radie’s Ambassador of Rhythm 


BOB HOWARD 


On the Air 
Nightly Over WHN at 11 P. M. 


Personal Management 
Edward Riley 











"ALEX HYDE 


musical director 


SIXTH YEAR : 


Long Stretch for Craig’s Rexall 
Discs—tic Sale Plugs During April 








Walter Craig will produce the 
Rexall 1c sale discs for the sixth 
consecutive year. For five days dur- 
ing April waxed programs produced 
by Craig will occupy quarter hour 
niches over several hundred sta- 
tions plugging the bargain oppor- 
tunities. 

Don Vorhees, Conrad Thibault, 
Kay Thompson, Songsmiths Quar- 
tet and three announcers, Basil 
Ruysdeal, Fred Uttel and Eunis 
Howard will be in the series. Smith 
& Finney agency making the place- 
ments. 





Over-Employment 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

‘What do you do with your spare 
time?’ is a gag to Jane Lane. Un- 
der own name, she ethers three half- 
hour style shuws weekly for Eonwit- 
Teller, women's apparel shop. As 
Suzanne King, she does three more 
ditto for Oppenheim-Collins, also 
femme’s wear house. Third series 
of three shows on same subject and 
for same length of time is sustainer 
and anonymous. 

Must use distinctly different ma- 
terial and manner for each series, 
making total of nine half-hour 
shows weekly with new material] for 
each. All over WFIL. 


Elson on WGN ‘Winners’ 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Bob Elson, sports spieler for 
WGN, the Chicago Tribune station, 
signatured for a daily 15-minute 
sports commentator period by Ken- 
tucky Winners cigarettes starting 
Feb. 20. 

Jack Burnett of the WGN press 
department collabing with Elson on 
the script. 


WDAS’s Show 2-a-Day 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

‘Ss. S. Fun for All,’ veteran local 
participating show currently airing 
over WDAS, goes two-a-day this 
week. New session is 30 minutes at 
6p. m., besides 60-minute morning 
shot. 

Also adds ijirst femme member of 
troupe, Lois Taylor, playing role of 
‘Lizzie. Schedule is six days a 
week, 











Lowell Amateurs Resume 


Lowell, -Mass., Jan. 14. 
Suspended during holidays series 
of weekly Friday evening amateur 
broadcasts resumed direct from the 
stage of the RKO Keith theatre, 
Lowell. Show, m. c’d by Al Taylor, 
production manager, of _ station, 
aired over WLLH, from 9:90 to 9:30. 

Winner of current series to get 
week’s engagement at RKO Keith 
Boston house, Boston. Winner of 
first series awarded a trip to Ber- 
muda, but turned it into cash. 

Haskell Bloomberg, sales man- 
ager of WLLH, negotiated deal with 
Samuel Torgan, manager of. the 
RKO Keith. 


Hind’s 





50-Word Essays 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 

Weekly autc giveaway stunt 
adopted by Lehn & Fink, manufac- 
turers of Hind’s Honey and Almond 
Cream, for their ‘Mary Sothern’ se- 
ries on WLW and the Mutual web. 
Authors of winning essays of 50 
words or less on ‘Why I use and 
buy’ the sponsor’s product receive 
Pontiac sedans. Entries to be ac- 
companied by two box tops of 10c. 
package or one top of a larger size. 
Contest inaugurafed last week. 
‘Mary Sothern’ hits the air from 
Monday through Friday ‘at 4:15 
Pp. m. 





WBT’s Barn Dance 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 14. 
Manager Bill Schudt, of WBT, is 
dangling a cash reward for that 
member of the progrSm depart- 
ment who will turn in the best plan 
and ideas for a big Friday night 
barn dance that will include every- 
thing. 
Period will run for one hour or 
longer and will be sold in blocks of 
15 minutes or half an hour. It 





WHN new sel 


will not. be available to a single 








sponsor. 
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THE VIRGINIANS 


Radio's Best All-Around Colored Quartet 


WELW CINCINNATI 


WSAI’s New Plant 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
Construction of a new transmitter 
plant for WSAI, on a hill overlook- 
ing the basin of the city, starts this 
week under direction of Joe Cham- 
bers, technical supervisor of the 
Crosley Radio Corp., which oper- 
ates that station and the super 
WLW. Improvement calls for re- 
moval of the WSAI sending plant 
from Mason, O., 22 miles north of 
Cincy, where it has been operated in 
conjunction with the WLW trans- 
mitter. Transfer. was authorized 
last week by Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, following waiver 
by WCKY, WKRC and WCPO. 
New transmitter will be in work- 
ing order by the latter part of Feb- 
ruary. There will be a single ver- 
tical radiator-type antenna, with a 
230-foot all-steel tower, designed to 
withstand winds of 120 miles an 
hour. 


Harold Austin’s Stunt 


Buffalo, Jan, 14. 

Harold Austin, jumping onto the 
Round and Around bandwagon, 
formed a Buffalo chapter of the 
Onyx R. & R. club, featured it in his 
radio broadcasts, distributed 4,000 
circular paper clips to members as 
the ‘Secret Symbol of the Slightly 
Mysterious Order of the Third 
Round’ and finally, on Friday (10), 
held an applause election of the 
Supreme Knight of the Round and 
Round Table in Dellwood ballroom, 
Stunt drew 1,166 paid admissions, 
biggest .‘riday for the spot in years. 
Previous high was around 800. 


WMC’s Big Month 


Memphis, Jan. 14. 

Radio station WMC here, owned 
and operated by the Commercial 
Appeal. broke all records: for spot 
national and local business, show- 
ing an increase of almost exactly 
105% over December of last year. 
Network business also held up well. 
WMC is in the process of chang- 
ing its daytime power from 2,500 to 
5,000 watts. 


Jim Lambert on WFIL 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

First of kind hereabouts WFIL 
tonight (14) begins humorous news 
broadcasts by Jim Lambert, former 
city editor of Daily News. Ex- 
scribe, for many years penning daily 
column of wisecracks on current 
events, was also contributor to ‘Life’ 
and ‘Judge’ and before joining 
News, labored for North American 
and Press, now defunct local dailies. 
It’s to be a 15-minute shot. 
Lambert recently retired and only 
took this assignment for something 
to do. 




















Forster’s Foot Okay 


Syracuse, Jan. 14. 

Paul H. Forster, sole surviving or- 
ganist at a theatre console here, is 
back at the Harvard after a two 
months’ absence due to a broken 
foot. 

His return on Jan. 9 was made 
something of an event, with Char!2s 
Warren, WSYR announcer and the 
other half of the radio team of Paul 
and Charlie, going up to the theatre 
to participate in the program, 





Adv. Girls as. Showmen 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

Series of weekly 15-minute shots, 
caller ‘Famous Philadelphia Women 
of Yesteryear,’ started last week 
over WFIL. Planned and handled 
entirely by members of Philadelphia 
Club of Advertising Women. 

Programs are dramatized inci- 
dents in life of notable local femmes 
of past. Sustaining. 


Cain Out at NBC 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Noble Cain is out of the local 
NBC production department. 
Cain had been in charge of vocal 
auditions besides handling several 
. shows, 








‘WCPO’s High School Program 
Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
Alms & Doepke Co. is sponsoring 
a talent contest among high school 
students of Greater Cincy, with air- 
ings by WCPO of the shows, held 
on Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to noon 
in the department store’s audito- 
rium. Contest runs for 13 weeks and 
offers $500 in cash prizes. Under 
direction of Bill Kirkeadale and 
linked with High School Founda- 
tion, 





Entrants, weeded out at audi- 
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CROSLEY BY-PRODUCTS 


Cincy Broadcaster’s New Lines— 
And One That’s a Rumor 








Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 

Crosley Radio Corp., which has 
been manufacturing radio receiving 
sets and electric refrigerators along 
with its operation of stations WLW 
and WSAI, announced last week 
that it is now producing electric 
washing and ironing machines for 
home use. 

A rumor passed along with smiles 
by the local baldheaded gentry is 
that Crosley will soon market a 
vacuum giddap to resprout the cra- 
nial landscape. Gadget is touted as 
a definite menace for toupee makers. 


NBC Stations Swap Acts 


Field shiftings on NBC talent 
goes into effect this week, with 
Mariha and Hal duo which has been 
airing from Washington for the past 
26 weeks, moving to WBZ, Boston. 
Team was sponsored by Crewe- 
Levick Co. in cap. 

Doc Schneider and his Texas 
Yodeling Cowboys (7), move from 
WBZA, Springfield to WGY, Schen- 
ectady, effective this week. S. L. 
Ross of home office was in Boston 
the past week making the changes. 
Other acts also up for re-arrange- 
ment within the next few weeks. 


WLW Party in N. Y. 


Party of WLW, Cincinnati, of- 
ficials in New York since last 
Thursday (7) are largely concerned 
with the performing rights situa- 
tion. John Clark and Frank Smith 
are headquartering at the Roosevelt. 
Don Becker checked out abruptly 
on news of his grandmother's death 
in Cincinnati. 











WNEW’s New Bands 


Four new dance bands have been 
added to the WNEW New York 
Dance Parade, which airs nightly 
between 9 p.m. and 2:15 a.m. Lucky 
Roberts orchestra, at Bustanoby’s, 
Balbo and His Internationals, at 
Venezia Casino; Harold Ardeen’s 
band, Rustic Cabin, New Jersey, 
and The Bohemians, for Seeber 
Brewing Co. 

Last named is special commercial, 
with the dance combination playing 
from special room at the brewery 
the three times weekly that this 30- 
minute program is broadcast. 





News for Jews in English 
Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

All-Jewish broadcast in English 
is latest wrinkle in local radio news 
field. WPEN ethering daily series 
by M. Henry Potter, English editor 
of Jewish World. Takes only events 
of interest to and concerning Jews, 
broadcasts them in English. Already 
several foreign language news shots 
on local stations. 





Totten Kenewed at WCFL 


.Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Hal Totten’s option for baseball 
play-by-play announcing has been 
picked up by WCFL, the Chicago 
Federation of Labor station, for 
1936. 
for another year of baseball. 

Totten was booked on the rival 
station by the NBC artists bureau. 





Lawrence Menkin at WXY 
Detroit, Jan, 14. 
Lawrence Menkin, author of the 
‘Kenrad Mysteries’ and other mys- 
tery programs at WLW, Cincinnati, 
was added to the staff of WXYZ 
this week. Menkin will do special 
productions as well as write and 
direct. 
Bernice Hart, singer at WXYZ 
for two years, left this week to join 
her husband in Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Texaco gasoline has renewed. 
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mS Radio ‘Chatter 





Georgia 

With Charley Smithgall’s depar- 
ture from WATL, Atlanta, Weldon 
Herrin has taken over the time for- 
merly occupied by Smithgall’s ‘Ole 
Night Watchman’ program. Pro- 
gram now run by Herrin occupies 
the 7 to 9 a.m. spot and Herrin’s 
dubbed as ‘Minute Man,’ inter- 
spersing music, weather reports and 
general news, a8 furnished by 
Trans-Radio. 

WATL, Atlanta, carrying hour- 
long program from Druid Hills Bap- 
tist Church. 

Governor Eugene Talmadge’s radio 
debate, scheduléd to be carried over 
a nation-wide NBC hook-up, with 
Governor Floyd Olson of Minnesota 
has ‘been indefinitely postponed. 

Ice storm two weeks ago cost the 


utility companies close to $2,000,000, 
but it provided Atlanta radio fans 
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when Norman Crane formed WGST’s 
‘Icicle Club.’ And, although icicles 
have long ago left Atlanta, the club 
has a regular daily program over 
WGST, holding forth for 30 minutes 
every afternoon. 


Unable to reproduce the sound 
effect of champagne corks popping, 
Frank Gaither, WGST, Atlanta, 
chief announcer and program direc- 
tor, conferred with the sponsor of 
a program extolling the virtues of 
‘giggle water’ and explained his bad 
luck. However, the bad luck proved 
good luck, for the sponsor insisted 
on. the real McCoy for the five 
broadcasts. When the program was 
over, the staff was given the cham- 
pagne. 

The Music Goes ‘Round and 
*"Round’ noting ’em here, too. To 
satisfy the customers, Steve Cisler, 
WATL manager, devoted an entire 
half-hour to the song Wednes- 
day (8). 

Irene Leftwich, pianist, heard on 
the Emory university program over 
WSB, Atlanta, Friday (10) night. 


Margaret Cooper Scott, on the 


(10) over WSB, Atlanta, had as her 
guest star her mother, Mrs. L. A. 
Cooper. 


Dr. Toyhiko- Kawaga, Japanese 
Christian leader, spoke over both 
WGST and WSB, Atlanta. 


Robert D. O'Callaghan, general 
counsel for RCA, spoke Friday (10) 
at meeting of Atlanta Lawyers’ 
club. 

‘Betty Moore’ (nom de radio) and 
George Lee Hamrick, organist, 
started weekly series of programs 
over WSB, Atlanta. _Sponsored by 
Benjamin S. Moore & Co. 

Norman Craig, New York station 
representative of WGST, Atlanta, 
down for short visit, conferring 
with new management. 

Jean Picard, sister of Sam Picard, 
CBS vice-prexy and continuity di- 
rector of WGST, Atlanta, married 
to Milton Stallings, furniture com- 
pany executive, on New Year’s Day. 
Jean will continue on at WGST. 

Atlanta Democrats attending the 
Jackson Day dinner on roof of Ans- 
ley Hotel, adjacent to WGST, At- 
lanta studio, had program piped to 
them direct from station. 

Howard Shuman, manager, KARK, 
Little Rock, Ark., stopped off in At- 
lanta visiting friends for several 
days last week. 

Jimmy Daveiport, Atlanta Geor- 
gian-American’s globe trotter, back 
on job after siege of flu. 

Charley Smithgall, formerly of 
WGST and WATL, Atlanta, re- 
cently resigned from last-named 
station, now in Madison, Fla. 


Michigan 


Jack Rubin, of the ‘O’Neills’, in 
Detroit last week. ; 

Uncle Nick, of WJBK, Detroit, 
back from northern vacash. Ditto 
Sybil Krieghoff, station’s p. d. 

WMBC, Detroit, airing new Jew- 
ish Hour every Monday eve, pre- 
sented by Hyman Altman. 

H. Allen Campbell, WXYX g. m., 
New Yorking this week. 

Ray Dauberger, WJBK pianist, 
after broadcasting for eight years, 
spoke for first time on air the other 
night. 

Over $2,000 raised by W4JIM, 
Lansing, in series of programs to 
aid town’s 200 needy families. Even 
got trucks to deliver food and cloth- 
ing. ° 

W. Wright Gedge, manager 
WMBC, called as witness In recount 
vote trial, 

Walter Bastian, of WWJ, Detroit, 
taking biology course at Cass Tech 
night school. 

R. G. Dun is giving away, for 

bands, the 19,000 hockey 
tickets WJBK bought from Goebel 
Brewery when latter dropped give- 
aways in accordance with brew- 
masters’ new policy. Goebel still 
sponsoring hockey broadcasts, how- 
ever, minus premiums. 


New York 


‘John. Carter’s production of 
‘Sweeney Todd,’ old-time thriller 
aired over WBNX, Bronx, Tuesday 
afternoon (14). Troupe has been 
appearing at the Park Central in 
the Haymarket room. 

Brother and mother of Irving 
Batchelder, radio entertainer, were 
killed in an- automobile accident 
Thursday (9) near Poughkeepsie, 
me € 

Joseph Johann gets a 15-minute 
sustainer on WMCA, New York, 
early Monday afternoons. Tenor 
comes from German Opera Com- 
pany of Philly. 

Before leaving WFLA, Clear- 
water, for production work with 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp., Bert 
Arnold advertised in a Clearwater 
paper that he’d trade two Palm 
Beach suits for a set of red flannel 
underwear. One reader took the 
gag seriously. 

Cleveland Workers Orchestra, di- 
rected by Eugene Prager, a touring 




















concert group, gives its third an- 


first of a series of programs Friday. 


sae ‘Windy City’ 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Radio atationg are hearing 
mot only from sponsors with 
Chicago interests, but also 
from merchants and indus- 
trialists who do not use the 
air, about references to the 
town as the ‘Windy City.’ 

“Windy City’ was first ap- 
plied to Chicago in derision of 
the propaganda for the Colum- 
bian Exposition, 45 years ago, 
and at the time expressed re- 
sentment of other large Ameri- 
can cities, especially Philadel- 
phia, at the town’s self-lauda- 
tion. 














nual WEBR, Buffalo, concert Satur- 
day (18). 

Norcross Sisters harmony trio of 
WBEN, . Buffalo, got a one-time 
NBC red asustainer this morning 
(15). 

Sigmund Smith, ex of CKTB, St. 
Catherines, Ont., is Teleflashing 
sports in Buffalo. 

Alan Holmes, former Boston fash- 
ion artist, has joined WEBR, Buf- 
falo, as vocalist. 

Storm of protest causing WBEN, 
Buffalo, to restore network ‘Cheerio’ 
broadcasts dropped less than a 
month ago. They'll start again 
Monday (20). 

Joe Wesp, WBEN’s ironic news 
commentator, now sponsored nightly 
by Household Finance, 

David Cheskin’s ork with Billie 
Richmond now broadcasting Sat. 
nites over WKBW trom Buffalo Ath- 
letic Club. 

Bruno Hauptmann’s life story as 
dramatized during last several 
weeks, three time weekly on 
WNEW, wound up last week. Paul 
Rafael, station’s continuity chief, 
wrote script for program. 

Austin Wylie’s orchestra which 
recently shifted to WGY, on a wire 
from ‘Rainbow Room of New Ken- 
more Hotel, Albany, has started a 
new series of half-hour Thursday 
afternoon programs titled ‘The 
Musical Parade.’ 

Gray Sisters, harmonists, and 
Betty Bryer, singer, bowed on 
Household Review over WGY, 
Schenectady, last week. 

Roy E. Shudt, Troy newspaper- 
man doing a sports commercial over 
WHAZ, coliects some of his air ma- 
terial as referee of scholastic bas- 
ketball games. 

Ulis, Clark and Sandy, who pre- 
sent musical comedy program over 
WMCA every Tuesday afternoon, 
are from KNX, Los Angeles. 

Paul Rafael, WNEW’s continuity 
chief, wrote ‘Omar the Mystic,’ 
which airs over WJZ. 

Johann Singer, concert pianist, 
gave first of 19 Mozart Sonatas iast 
week on WMCA, New York, with 
others to follow daily every week- 
day morning. 

Paul Gregory, WMCA announcer, 
back on job after battle with bron- 
chitis. 


Saskatchewan 


CIRM, Regina and Moose Jaw, 
scooped local press on swearing-in 
of new 1936 city council at Regina. 
Ceremony usually set for morning 








shift time to 7 p.m. and have it 
broadcast with appropriate puff- 


puff. 

Vic Nielsen, CJRM manager, to 
Calgary for Association of Broad- 
casters meeting, Only Regina dele- 
gate. Harry McLaughlin, Winnipeg, 
chief of James Richardson and 
Sons’ radio department, owners of 
CJRM, planned to fly him up but 
blizzardy weather held their plane 
on ground. : 

CKBI, Prince Albert, has new 
book review program Tuesday nites 
by James Stewart. 

CJRM has Detectives Black and 
Biue platter Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 6 p.m. Looking for 
sponsor. 

Radium Coal program for Prtig- 
nell Coal Co. washed up on CKCK 
after first 13 weeks. Had Willie 
McDonald and Marion Osler, sing- 
ers; Harry Upton, ex-minister of 
gospel, scripter. 

Peter Dales, manager of CKBI, 
Prince Albert, resigned in favor of 
brother Walter. Peter to devoie self 
to old love, telegraphy, and to script- 
ing ‘Youngbloods of Beaver Bend,’ 
family serial now in third winter for 
Canadian Radio Commission. 

CJRM presenting J. E. R. Doxsee, 
Regina college professor, in com- 
mentary on world news, Sundays 
at 5. 

Peter D’Aoust, CKCK program ar- 
ranger, preparing singing ensemble 
as offering to Radio Commission. 

Ukrainian Christmas service Jan- 
uary 10 on CJRM. Half-hour service 
with choir. 


Robert Simpson Western, Ltd., 
dept stores renewed contract with 
CJRM for another 12 weeks of 


International Hour series, Sundays. 
Each week in different language. 
Jan. 12 in German, Jan. 19, Scotch 
dialect. 

CHAB, Moose Jaw, helped raise 
$100 in cash, food and clothing for 
aged Moose Jaw couple whose home 





burned. leaving them destitute. 
Howard Large, CRC program artist, 


but station got new labor council to | 


and Rev. F. Pike tock charge of ap- 
peal over station and also locfted a 
small cottage for couple. 

New programs and changes were 
announced by Horace Stovin, west- 
ern program supervisor for the 
Canadian Radio Commission. 

Driftwood, organ with Allan Caron 
at console, from Winnipeg, shifts 
Thursdays to Sundays at 10-10:30 
p.m. Adds girl's trio and soloist, 
Ralph Judge. 

Romany Moods from Edmonton 
shifts to 10 to 10:30 p.m, Monday, to 
make way for Ten-Thirty Telegram, 
Mark Mortimer directing. 

Melody Moods from 9:30 Tuesdays 
jumps to 10:45 p.m. Replaced by 
‘On the Riviera’ from Vancouver. 
Has Kalanges Family, guitarists, 
augmented by Don Raino, guitarist 
for Mart Kenny’s orchestra and 
Gerhart Olly, Russian tenor, 





Massachusetts 


Gerry Harrison, Yank e Network’s 
Director of Public Relations, who is 
just back from Washington, is ar- 
ranging a program to be called 
"Washington Speaks’, fifteen minute 
interviews of Massachusetts Repre- 
sentatives and Senators, WNAC, 
Boston. 

Big clamor for tickets to the per- 
sonal appearance of George Burns 
and Gracie Allen in John Hancock 
Hall on January 22, WNAC, Boston. 

Priscilla Fortescue of the Yankee 
web is appearing in ‘Ceiling Zero’ 
at the Copley Theatre, Boston. 

Paul Qury (with the Mrs.),’' gen- 
eral manager of WPRO, Providence, 
in the Hub for several) days on a 
social and business call (in particu- 
lar) with Alfred J. Pote, managing 
director, and William S. Pote, pro- 
duction manager, of WMEX, Hotel 
Manger, Boston. 

Curtain Time, premiered over 
WMEX, Hotel Manger, Boston, 
Tuesday (7), with Gertrude Niesen, 
CBS songstress, in a guest interview 
with Sid Paine; Jack Edwards and 
Pearl Morris, former Broadway mu- 
sical comedy team, 1nd John E. 
Reilly, program director, as show’s 
regular announcer, and collaborator 
with Sid Paine. Latter gives slants 
on Broadway theatrics. 

Roy Radcliffe, WCOP, Boston, 
tenor, doing a week's personal ap- 
pearance at Newport’s, R. I. Blue 
Moon. 

WORL, Needham, has leased a 
Trans-Radio news. teletypewriter. 
From opening fo sign-off, on the 
hour, from 5 to 10 minutes of spot 
news is aired by Dick Cobb, news 
commentator. Total of about 90 
minutes of news broadcast during 
day. 

‘Red Seed Balsam,’ a WHDH, 
Boston, commercial, has Beatrice 
Henderson, Peter Murray and Elsie 
Gross, former Keith vodvil circuit 
players, doing a weekly quarter- 
hour banjo, whistling, organ, piano, 
songs and dialogue show on Thurs- 
days a.m, 

Stuart Nash filling announcer’s 
berth left vacant by Drury Hardi- 
gan, WCOP, Boston. Drury resumes 
his Boston University education. 

George MacFarland, WCOP, Bos- 
ton, songsmith, doing the vocals 
with Joe Smith’s Copley orchestra. 

Charlie Terrace and his Silver. 
Parrot (Medford pickup) ensemble 
switching from WHDH, Boston, to 
WMEX, 








lowa 


KSO and WHO, rival stations, 
collaborated on a program by the 
capella choir of Father Flanagan's 
Boys’ home at Omaha, in the 
studios of WHO. Father Flanagan 
also spoke on the program. 

Stan. Brown, jr., son of Stanley 
A. Brown, district manager for Tri- 
States Theatres, and holidaying 
from UCLA, gave some of the 
ins and outs of Hollywood on a 
15-min. interview over KSO, Des 
Moines. 

Reggie Martin, special events di- 
rector for KSO, and Hal Parkes, an- 
nouncer, got an igea In a snow 
storm the other da They dragged 
a microphone up a scaling ladder 
to the top of the 14-story Register 
and Tribune building and gave a 
bird's-eye view of the storm over 


the city. 
op” e@ 
California 


Ruth Chatterton will do ‘Madame 
X’ on Hollywood Hotgl, Jan. 24. 

Helen Troy (Cecil and Sally) got 
a six-month contract at 20th-Fox. 

Guy Earl gave Watanabe and 
Archie a vacation after seven years 
on KNX without a break. ‘Elmer 
Goes Hollywood’ in as filler. 

Carnation signed Ruth Etting for 
a solo from Chicago, Feb. 17, 

Joe Caites, formerly of vaude, 
doing bits in Jack Benny show. 

John Swallow's new NBC office a 
maze of switches, 

KNX Breakfast Club now being 
guided by Happy Jack Kay. 

Lawrence and Newkirk spinning 
five new dramas. 

KHJ guilty of flock of lapses to 
avoid fouling a Warner tune, 

Ed Craney in from Butte to look 














over L. A.’s new studios. 
Frank Hodek, former conductor of 


Omaha symphony, looking for baton 
spot with L. A. station. 

NBC having foyer at new Holly<- 
wood studio redecorated. 


XEMO, Tijuana, now has down- 
town L. A] office. William Richman 
-in charge. 


KNX announcers’ contest.won by... 
Tom Smith, Glen Hardy and Don 
Forbes. Group polled 4,000 mail 
votes. 

Julie Haydon speared by George 
Fischer for his Studio Whispers 
over KFWB. 

Richard Stannard’s promotion 
brochure for KHJ a sweet job. 

Rush Hughes and Sam Hayes 
(Richfield Reporter) vacationing. 
Pinch hitters are Clinton Twiss and 
Burton Bennett, respectively. 

Dedicatory program for KFBK, 
Sacramento, presented Jan. 11 in 
celebration of this McClatchy unit 
joining the Columbia chain. 

Negro singing talent of San Fran- 
cisco is being recruited for ‘Voices 
of the Southland,’ new KSFO show 
for the Western network. 

Sam Moore, last year’s emcee of 
the KFRC Happy-Go-Lucky hour, 
has gone into the sausage business 
(no gag). 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 








Outstanding Stunts 





LAVA AUTOGRAPH 
KGMB, HONOLULU 


CITY COUNCIL ON WAX 
WSAI, CINCINNATI 











Autographed by Lava 
Honolulu. 

KGMB, which sends a_ weekly 
sustainer to CBS entitled ‘Hawaii 
Calls, evolved a trick stunt for 
mainlanders who hear the program, 
Web Edwards, manager of the sta- 
tion, announced that listeners who 
send in a card will get it back after 
it has been scorched in the lava 
of Mauna Loa, famed Hawaiian vol- 
cano. Latter has recently erupted 
and the lavr has cooled down 
enough at the base of the moun- 
tainside to be approached by sure- 
footed guides. Sackfuls of mail 
rolling in. 

Another KGMB stunts has been 
to send field equipment up the vol- 
cano to an 8,000-ft. elevation and 
describing the lava flow. 





City Council on Wax 
Cincinnati. 
New councilmanic set-up, with 
Republicans and Charterites split 
four-four and an independent hold- 
ing balance of power, has created 


political situation in years. Council 
meetings, here every Monday after- 
noon,. are braadcast by WCPO and 
WSAI to appease present curiosity 
spell. 

WSAT recorded the proceedings 
and rebroadcast them that night. 
. Running time of 105 minutes was 

reduced to 40 minutes by elimina- 
tion of uninteresting phases through 
medium of holding a wax rehearsal 
and cueing cut-outs. Brief periods 
to allow for needle shifting were 
filled in with ad libbing by Joe 
Ries, WSAI commentator. 

All of the councilmen, informed of 
the transcription stunt, listened in 
on the mechanical program and, 
along with others, complimented the 
-gtation for its double handling of 
the powwow. 

Jimmie Alderman did the an- 
nouncing on the original pick-up 
and Fritz Witte served as contactor 
during the meeting. 





Tarzan Beats His Chest 
; Dayton. 

Local milk dealers and producers 
sponsoring a ‘Tarzan of the Apes’ 
stanza over WHIO, recently made 
a tie-up with showing. of the film, 
‘The New. Adventures of Tarzan.’ 
Was designed as a kids’ stunt, ad- 
mission to the theatre being a milk 
bottle cap. Publicity given both 
pic and radio program via 60,000 
handbills, 

Resultantly 15,000 moppets put in 
an appearance, jamming up the 
streets and necessitating a call for 
15 extra-duty cops. Instead of one 
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@ Agency Men! At last we are 
able to get into your hands “hot 
spots” on our stations before they 
cool off! A hot spot may be a 

’ one-minute announcement after a 
big show or it may be a woman’s 
participating show that has pro- 
duced results - - - 


@ At any rate, we send these hot 
spots to you only when we think 
they’re worth your attention, Be 
on the lookout for them! For 
further details, see our ads in 
Jan. 15 Broadcasting or Jan. 13 
Advertising Age—Or call our 
nearest office. 


JOHN BLAIR (0 


2-6084 


Murray Hill 


r 8660 


perior 





more public irterest than any other |. 


| performance, as contemplated, three 
had to be given. 

Kids later routed to WHIO where 
they signed membership cards in a 
‘Tarzan’ club. Kept 11 clerks busy 
for four hours. 





A Contest at 5:30 A, M.! 


St. Louis. 

In competition with 15 old time 
fiddlers from Missouri and Illinois, 
Earl Joslin, of DuQuoin, Ill, sawed 
his way to victory in a contest con- 
ducted on Early Birds program 
over KWK. Each fiddler played as 
seconds of his choice of ‘Turkey in 
the Straw,’ ‘Chicken Reel’ or 
Arkansas Traveler.’ Judging was 
done exclusively by KWK listeners 
and Joslin polled 130 of the 1,108 
votes received. Early Birds runs 
daily 5:30 to 7:00 a.m. Charles 
Stokey is m. c. 





Federal Housing Tie-In 
Baltimore. 
WFBR took a booth at the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration show 
held last week in the Armory; show 
was first of sort the Government is 
sponsoring in key cities throughout 
country and proved successful, play- 
ing to around 7,000 gazers daily at 
two bits admish. 
Nancy Turner, of station staff, 
aired daily from exhibit, having as 
guests prominent Balto matrons 
spilling their ideas on modei homes, 
furnishings and child upbringing. 





Paid to Keep Still 
Richmond, Va. 

Xmas stunts -are completely in 
mothballs now that the holiday. sea- 
son is over, but WRVA is still 
calling attention to its charity drive 
program which resulted in liberal 
newspaper publicity in a city where 
the papers generally make an or- 
phan of radio. 
Charity drive in Richmond this 
year began as a conjoint venture by 
the papers, but didn’t pan out any 
too well. WRVA was then called 
in to give the bandwagon a push. 
Station cooked up an inane version 
of an amateur show, performers in 
which numbered some of the city’s 
outstanding civic and political lead- 
ers. Money-getting hook was that 
listeners paid to hear someone per- 
form, or—conversely—paid to hear 
them keep quiet. 
Typical of the dizzy situations de- 
veloping in the show was that a lis- 
tener offered $25 to hear the city’s 
Democratic chairman make a Re- 
publican speech. Immediately the 
local Republican leader—fearful of 
what the Democrat might say—of- 
fered another $25 to have his op- 
ponent shut up. 
Dailies rode the thing sky high. 


Sn oe 


Uncle Tom’s Quackdoodle 

St. Paul. 
With requests for bids coming in 
at the rate of 200 a day, Thomas 
Dunning Rishworth, KSTP’s Uncle 
Tom, is going to have to extend his 
Saturday morning theatre parties 
for the kids. 

Each letter, which sets forth a 
good deed and thus wins the writer 
a ticket to the party, usually con- 
tains the names of three kids and 
three more good deeds, so Tom’s 
really getting about 600 a day. 

Professional talent has now been 
added to the usual picture offerings 
at Uncle Tom’s parties. 
cent featured Yoshita Japs and 
Henry Gordien, magician. Parties 


Most re- |: 


« 


RADIO 


are held every other Saturday at 
the St. Paul (RKO) Orpheum; fol- 
lowing Saturdays at the Minneap- 
olis (Singer) Orpheum. He man- 
ages to sandwich in once a month 
parties for offspring of the blue 
bloods at the Women’s City club, 
burg’s ultra fashionable spot. 

At the last party Gordien put the 
kids in stitches when he puiled a 
live duck out of a hat and presented 
him as Quackdoodle, Quackdoodle 
is featured daily on Tom's Chil- 
dren’s Hour program, and is stp- 
posedly a very bright duck which 
can ask and answer questions. 

Secret of this talking duck has 
never been let out of the bag. Tom 
won't tell even his best friends. 


KFRO Toots Its Horn 
Longview, Tex. 

KFRO, local 100-watter, has is- 
sued a brochure giving data on its 
market, together with a short his- 
tory of itself in brief, snappy form. 

Historical phase of the pamphlet 
harps on the fact that Longview 
is oil territory and is thus subject 
to booms. Market data concerns 
seven surrounding. counties ‘and is 
replete with information on retail 
sales and outlets, radio homes, auto 
registrations, etc. Is labeled ‘The 
Story of KFRO and Its Market,’ 
and is bound in a size convenient 
for regulation filing. 








Radio Auctions 
Waterbury, Vt. 

WDEV has evolved its own ver- 
sion of the ‘radio auction’ stunt, and 
some 60 merchants here and in 
neighboring towns are co-operating 
and displaying signs in their shop 
windows. 
Stunt works as follows: When- 
ever a customer makes a spot cash 
purchase in any of the co-operating 
stores, the merchant gives him an 
amount of ‘auction money’ corre- 
sponding to the cash he laid out. 
This fiat ‘money’ can then be used 
by the customer in bidding on arti- 
cles put up for sale on the program. 
First article on the block was a 
$19.50 vacuum cleaner, which went 
to the highest bid’ received via the 
mails, is 

Programs slated to run every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday aft- 
ernoon for five weeks. 





Selling Hubby Via The Mrs. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Knopf Clothing Co. convinced of 
practicability of selling men’s 
clothes by sales talks to - wives. 
Radio program, Bob Pierce & Co. 
over WHAM, is spotted at 8:30 a.m. 
when men are not at home. 
Plugs stress importance of clothes 
in success and pride of wives in 
appearance of their men folks. 





5-Way Amateur Tie-in 
Seattle. 

- Amateur stunt being launched 
here labeled ‘search for singers’ 
contest. Was evolved by Marty 
Young of the Seattle Recording stu- 
dios (electrical transcription outfit), 
and will conjointly plug the Or- 
pheum theatre, Trianon ballroom, 
New Hungerford hotel, station KJR, 
and the Seattle Recording studios. 

Procedure of the stunt is to au- 
dition # number of femme singers, 
who wiil eventually be presented at 
the ballroom in groups of four. 
Popular applause here will pick a 
quartet of semi-finalists. Recordings 
of their voices will then be made 
and broadcast over KJR, audience 
vote determining the final winner. 
Orpheum theatre gets its plug in 
that the singers will warble songs 
from pix playing there. Hungerford 
hotel’s cut is in being judge of the 
air votes. 

Winner gets a loving cup pre- 
sented by the thertre and a profes- 





sional engagement at the Trianon. 
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New Business 





PHILADELPHIA 


Dr. Mallas, dentist, three 15-min- 
ute dramatic shows weekly for two 
weeks, Direct. WIP. 

Howard 


Town Casino, nitery, 
Lanin’s ork, 15 minutes — for 
indefinite period. Direct. A 


Howard Clothes, 15-minute variety 
show Sunday nights for indefinite 
period. Direct. WIP. 


Fozr-Weiss Furs, 300 spot an- 
nouncements (six a week). Feigen- 
baum Agency. WIP. 

Crusaders of Pennsylvania, Inc., 
political, 15-minute talk weekly for 
13 weeks, WIP. 

Koppers Coke, six 15-minute news 


broadcasts weekly for 13 weeks. Di- 
rect. WIP. 
Sleepsafe Industries, Inc., mat- 


tresses, 15-minute Trans-Radio news 
periods, six times a week for three 
weeks. Direct. WIP. 

Bulova Wetch, time signals, spot 
announcements, 35 per week for 56 
weeks. Biow Agency. WFIL. 

Oldtyme Distillers, whisky, 15- 
minute news broadcast six nights 
weekly for six weeks. Peck Agency. 
WFIL. 

Maryland Pharmaceutical Co. 
‘Rem,’ spot announcements an 
weather reports, 21 a week for 26 
weeks. Katz Agency. WFIL. 

8. 8. White Mfg. Co., tooth paste, 
participation in Classified Section of 
the News, 18 per week for 26 weeks. 
Harkins Agency. WFIL. 

Mason-Heflin Coal Co., participa- 
tion in Classified Section of the 
News, 18 per week for 13 weeks. Mc- 
Lain Agency. WFIL. 

McAllister Coal Co., participation 
in Classified Section of the News, 18 
per week for four weeks. Direct. 
WFIL. 

Fritz € LeRue, renewal of partici- 
pation in Anice Ives’ ‘Everywoman’s 
Club of the Air,’ three per week for 
eight weeks. Charles Blum Agency. 
WFIL. 

Sears-Roebuck, participation in 
Classified Section of the News. 18 


per week for 52 weeks. Harkins 
Agency. WFIL. 
Noxon, Inc., cleaning fluid, par- 


ticipation in Classified Section of the 
News, 12 per week for 13 weeks. 
Harkins Agency. WFIL. 

Sam Gerson, men’s clothing, one 
50-word spot announcement weekly 
for 26 weeks. Direct. WFIL. 

Mawson DeMany Forbes, furs, 
participation in Anice Ives’ ‘Every- 
woman’s Club of the Air,’ six per 


week for four weeks. Hebbert 
Agency. WFIL. 
Huberman Jewelry, participation 


in Classified Section of the News, 24 
times. Dittman Agency. WFIL. 

Carlsbad Salts. renewal, Harold 
Sherman ‘Your Key to Happiness,’ 
three 15-minute periods weekly for 
13. ~weeks, Keesewetter Agency. 
WFIL. 

Smith Bros., spots and one-minute 
platters, 14 per week for 15 weeks. 


Hommann. Torcher & Sheldon 
Agency. WFIL. 
Oppenheim - Collins,- department 


store, Suzanne King fashion revue, 
three 15-minute periods weekly ‘or 
four weeks. Direct. WFIL. 

Alka - Seltzer, three 15-minute 
Italian (also Jewish) programs 
weekly. Wade Agency. WDAS. 

Ames Furriers, three announce- 
ments a day six days a week for six 
weeks. Direct. WDAS. 

Auto Owners Finance Co., six 15- 
minute periods weekly for 10 weeks. 
Direct. WDAS. 

Circus Gardens, spot announce- 
ment daily six days a week for in- 
definite period Direct. WDAS. 

Fays Theatre, remote amateur 
program once weekly, 30 m‘nutes, 
for 13-week period. Direct. WDAS. 





Electrical Transcription Producers 





Audisk Corporation...... 
Conquest Alliance Co., Inc... 





-New York..... 


-ooe- an Francisco....149 Powell St...........- Sutter 2795.. 
»»- 515 Madison Ave.......Plaza 3-5650......C. H. Venner, Jr. 


NAME OF COMPANY. CITY. ADDRESS. TELEPHONE. MANAGER. 
Associated Music Publishers... New York........25 W. 45th St.......... BR. 9-0847,....... .M,. E. Tompkins 
Alsop Radio Recording, Inc..New York........29 W. 57th St.......... Eldorado 5-0780...C. W. Alsop 
American Radio Features.....Los Angeles......555 S. Flower St....ccee cceccceccscccues .. F. C. Dahlquist 


....- Gilbert H. Kneiss 


Walter Craig..... ocesccccee NeW YOrK...,....1 University Pl......... GR. 77-4999. ..cc0e wcccvees ocesees 
Earnshaw Radio MRoduciions. HIOMyWOOE ..2e+oe C426 BEG WOOR BivG..c cccccccicscce ..++. Harry E. Earnshaw 
Edgar Rice Burroughs....... yy, Eo | ee | er eT e TREE ERE Eee ce ...- Hulbert Burroughs 
L. S. Gillham Company....... Salt LAK City .... CGMESMPRCEE BANE BIAS. 2... ccc cccsccccsces O. H. Gould 
Kasper Gordon Studios, Inc... Boston ....... ..»-140 Boylston St..... »+++- Devonshire 7357..Aaron S. Bloom 
Freeman Lang Enterprises... Los Angeles......1357 N. Gordon St...... Hempstead 2131.. Freeman Lang 
R. U. MacIntosh & Assoc..... Los Angeles......2614 W. 7th St.......... Federal 2074......R. U. MacIntosh 
MacGregor & Sollie, Inc...... San Francisco....865 Mission St.......... Sutter 6400..... ..C. P. MacGregor 
Mertens & Price, Inc......... Los Angeles......1240 S. Main St......... Prospect 0101.....F. C. Mertens 
Mid-West Broadcasting Co...Minneapolis...... 8 Me 8 eee .. Atlantic 4461..... H. D. Finkelstein 
National Radio Advertising...Hollywood ....... 303 Hollywood Center.. Hempstead 1551..D. D. Crawford 
Otto K. Oleson Co., Ltd:...... Hollywood .......1560 N. Vine St......... Gladstone 5198....C. C. McDonald 
Radio Productions, Inec....... Los Angeles...... ib. Me Pe eee Fitzroy 1267...... J. Joseph Sameth 
Radio Producers Sales Co....Hollywood .....-.. 606 N. Bronson Ave....Granite 5007...... Lou R. Winston 
Radio Programs Syndicate...Hollywood ....... 6715 Hollywood Blvd... Gladstone 4577.... Margaret Kuhns 
Radio Transcriptions Co..... CRICRRO .cccscoes 666 Lake Shore Drive.. Delaware 2325.... Chas. C. Pyle 
Standard Radio Advertising..Hollywood .......6404 Hollywood Blvd...Granite 0555...... Seth Ely 

; Titan Productions, Inc........ San Francisco.... 1040 Geary St...... oases CUEWES Det ticccce Max Graf 

, World Broadcasting System.. New York..... a. + 502 W. Bith Bt....200- . Circle 7-7530...... Percy L. Deutsch” 

NAME OF COMPANY. CITY. ADDRESS. TELEPHONE. MANAGER. 

Broadcast Producers of N. Y..New York........ 501 Madison Ave....... Murray H. 2-9745. Geo. W. Dan Junas 
Byers Recording Lab., Inc....New York........1780 Broadway.........Cirele 7-1322..... J. G. Byers 
Cleveland B. Chase Co., Inc... New York........ 424 Madison Ave.......Wickers’m 2-7044. Cleveland B. Chase 
Decca Records, Inc.........6. New York...... .. 799 Seventh Ave........Columbrs 5-0869.. E. F. Stevens, Jr. 
Freeman Lang Studios....... Los Angeles......1357 N. Gordon St...... Hempstead 2131.. Freeman Lang 
Jean V. Grombach, Inc.......«New YorKwessiees113 W. 57th St....,....Circle 7-6900...... Jean V. Brombach 
Marsh Laboratories, Inc...... Chicago .........306 S. Wabash......... Webster 7288..... C. B. Robinson 
mA VictOr Co., Inc. ......6eeMOW EOTRiccse ..- 411 Fifth Ave.......... Ashland 4-7605... Frank B. Walker 
meecoraings, INC... ....csse ---Los Angeles......5505 Melrose Ave.......Gladstone 6412.... Lawrence Pfeiffer 
Reeves Sound Studios, Inc....New York........1600 Broadway........, Longacre 5-8003.. A. A. Pruckner 


Titan Productions, Inc........ San Francisco.... 1040 Geary St.......... Ordway 3671...... Max Graf 





SEATTLE 
~ Fred Fear &@ Co., 100-word spots, 
i ga by Menken Advertising, Ing 


Sheaffer Pen Co., series of 90 quare 
ter hour programs, two a week, 
Placed by Philip O. Palmer & Co,, 
Inc. KJR. 

Western Apparel, one spot per 
week to run indefinitely. Agency, 
Weller Service. R. 

Christian Science Committee on 
Publication, 15-minute program each 
week for one year. KJR.. 

Northrup, King € Co., nine weath- 
er report spots daily, Mar. 15 to Apr, 
30, Placed by Omsted-Hewitt, Inc, 
KJR. 

Binyon Opticat Go., renewal for 26 
quarter-hour Charlie Chan discs; 
series of weekly 15-minute live tal- 
ent programs and series of 24 spots, 
KOMO, 

Folger Coffee Co., series of 35 half< 
hour weekly programs. Agency, 
Raymond R. Morgan. KOMO. 

Ironized Yeast Co., series of 22 
five-minute .discs. Placed by Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. KOMO, é 

Howe Co., Inc., one 15-minute eve- 
ning program per week. Placed by 
MacWilkins & Cole. KOMO, 


CINCINNATI 
Rego Gas &@ Oil Co., sponsoring 
‘Honor the Law’ e. t.’s for 39 week- 





ly 15-minute spots. WKRC. 
Cincinnati Oil Works Co., 100 
thrice-weekly quarter-hour pro- 


grams featuring safety talks for 
pedestrians with vocal interludes by 
James Russell Loyal, tenor, and 
piano accompaniment. Key Adver- 
tising Co. WKRC. : 

Dow Drug Co., retail chain, using 
52 platters of bridge instructions for 
three a week 15-minute periods, 
WERC, 





LOS ANGELES 
Bathasweet Corp., five spot an- 
nouncements weekly for four months. 


Placed through H. M. Kiesewetter 
Agency. KNX. .- 
McClosky Varnish Co., five par- 


ticipations in ‘Fletcher Riley’ week- 
ly for three months. Placed through 
Bert Butterworth. KNX. 

Midwest Radio Corp., one partici- 
pation in Hollywood Barn Dance 
weekly for two weeks. Placed 
through Key Advertising Agency. 
KNX, 





MISSOULA, MONT. 
Ford, disk series of Waring’s mu- 
sic, renewed for an indefinite period. 


Placed through N. W. Ayer. KGVO. 
Chevrolet, disk series, thrice 
-weekly, renewal on ‘Musical Mo- 


ments.’ Placed through Campbell- 
Ewald. KGVO, 

Reii, Murock, twice daily, spot an- 
nouncements, for three months, 
Placed through Rogers & Smith. 
KGVO. 

Texas Co., six daily noon programs 
of Transradio news, for 52 weeks. 
Placed through MHanff - Metzger. 
KGVO. 





CHICAGO 

Wieboldt Stores Co., Chicago; 60 
minutes every day except Sunday 
from 8-9 a.m. (Discs.) Dade Epstein 
agency, Chicago. WMAQ. 

Bulova Watch Co.. Chicago: time 
signals daily through to June 38, 
1936. Biow Co., New York. WENR. 

Evans Fur Co., Chicago: 15 min- 
I ta times weekly. Direct. 


LEGAL NOTICE 














In the Superior Court of the State 
of Washington, in and for Thurston 
County. 

State of Washington ex rel G. W. 
Hamilion, Attorney General, Plain- 
tiff, vs. American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, an 
unincorporated association; Gene 
Buck, its President; Louis Bernstein, 
its Vice-President; Jerome Kern, its 
Vice-President; Joseph Young, its 
Secretary; Robert Crawford, its As- 
sistant Secretary; Saul H. Born- 
stein, its Treasurer; Sigmund Rom- 
berg, its Assistant Treasurer; Na- 
than Burkan, its Counsel; E. C. 
Mills, General Manager; John L. 
Stanley; et al. Defendants. No. 
16114—Notice to Creditors. 

Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has been appointed and 
has qualified as receiver of Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, an unincorporated 
association, and each and every 
member thereof for the uses and 
purposes specified in the orders and 
judgment heretofore entered in this 
cause and that all persons having 
claims against said defendant A. S. 
C. A. P., or any member thereof, are 
hereby required to serve the same, 
duly verified, on said receiver or his 
attorneys of record at either ad- 
dress below stated and file same 
with the Clerk of said court, to- 
gether with prouf of such service, on 
or before the first day of April, 1236, 
or same will be barred. 

Dated at Olympia, Washington, 
this 31st day of December, 1930. 

TRACY E. GRIFFIN, Receiver, 

Suite 1107, American Bank Build- 
ing, Seattle, Washington. 

G. W. Hamilton, Attorney General. 
for the State of Washington. 

E, P. DONNELLY, Assistant At- 
torney General, Temple of Justice, 
Olympia, Washingion. 
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College Rhythm | 


The first of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as regards 
modern dance music and dance bends. ‘ 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
nave been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Vantery given fur- 
ther instruction as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear 
as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions 
being their own. 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross-- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 


PRINCETON 


By Duncan MacDonald, 2d, ’36 


(Daily ‘Princetonian’) 








Despite the fact that it is a most lugubrious condition, it ig never- 
theless true that the majority of students at Princeton are woefully 
lacking in any kind of real education in regard to jazz and modern 
dance music. It is difficult to ascertain with any amount of precision 
the attitude of the ‘average’ Princeton student toward music of this 
gort, but perhaps if we select. a mythical group of 100 students and 
divide them according to their probable interest and knowledge of the 
subject, we can gain a more accurate idea of the situation. 

Of this imaginary 100 then, approximately 25 can be classified as 
knowing and caring very little about such music. These would include 
those hide-bound adherents of the classics, who would consider it a 
flagrant example of lese majeste to even think of listening to anything 
but the works of the old masters. Others in this same category are 
those individuals who just don’t give a damn about this type of music, 
and spend an entire evening at a dance without being in the least bit 
conscious whether the music is being furnished by Xavier Cugat and 
his Torrid Ten or by Duke Ellington and his Waltz Kings. 

In the next group you'd find, say. 69 men who are interested to a cer- 
tain extent in dance music and are conversant with the elementary 
facts thereof. They can usually tell you, for instance, that they think Jan 
Garber’s not so hot, and that Glen Grey swings it, They listen to radio 
programs with a fair amount of selectivity, and take the girls to New 
York hotels which feature the music instead of the food or floor show. 
This codger is about the average Princeton student in regard to dance 
music. He can distinguish nine times out of ten the music of Wayne 
King from that of Benny Goodman, yet were he asked about ‘Bix,’ he 
would doubtlessly answer he didn’t know her address. 

Out of the remaining six there would be about five who are really 
jazz enthusiasts and sincere lovers of swing music. A representative 
of this group is indeed a rare bird, but what he lacks in numbers he 
more than makes up for in his enthusiasm and devotion to the subject. 

Finally, and with tears in our eyes we make this public—approxi- 
mately one.of every hundred is an ardent admirer of Clyde McCoy’s 
‘Sugar Blues’ plucked right off the cob. It is lamentable that a col- 
lege with an intelligent student body—or perhaps would-be intelligent 
student body—has within its ranks partisans of this type of horrific 
cacophony. These lads belong in none of the above three groups—they 
are merely sui generis. 


3-Year Round-up 


Turning now to the records sales—perhaps one of the best indices 
for judging the orchestras and types of music preferred at Princeton. 
Generally speaking, 1934 might be called ‘Glen Gray Year’, 1935-Ray 
Noble Year’ and this season all present indications will probably be 
‘Benny Goodman Year’. 

During 1933-84 Princeton University was listed under two addresses 
—Princeton, N. J., and care of the Essex House, New York City. In 
great droves—like Homer’s Greeks—they nightly besieged the Colon- 
nades. Students, professors, janitors and night watchmen, all intent on 
hearing the stomping rhythms of the superbly drilled Casa Loma orches- 
tra, Their records sold like wildfire, and their radio programs—despite 
Walter O’Keefe—were listened to with almost religious devotion. 

Then, the local music store began to feature the records of Ray 
Noble’s English orchestra, and soon these creations, done with great 
sophistication and elegance, won the favor of every phonograph owner 
on the campus. Noble’s records were distinctive—in arrangement, exe- 
cution, and recording, and their recpetion at Princeton was one of great 
enthusiasm. Princetonians, however, did not know enough about music 
to realize that his American band was woefully inferior to his Eng- 
jiish group, apd accordingly his personal reception over here was almost 
as great as had been the success of his English records. After several 
months, though, it became generally accepted that the Noble of America 
was far removed from the Noble of England, and consequently his 
record sales have been showing a noticeable decline in recent weeks. 

Toward the beginning of last summer Benny Goodman recorded 
‘Always’, and Princetonians were almost immediately impressed by the 
rhythmic swing of the band, and the technical excellence of execution. 
His other records, too, sold well but Goodman never received the pub- 
licity he should have gotten. He never really became known around the 
campus until very recently when more of his recordings were released, 
and his broadcasts given a place on a national hook-up. The students 
began to realize that here at last was a white band which played with 
feeling, inspiration and extraordinary skill. Accordingly he began to 
rapidly displace Noble and Gray in popularity. According to latest 
reports his records are leading all sales around the campus. 

Other recording bands who have enjoyed popularity during the past 
few years are Paul Whiteman’s horde, Hal Kemp’s fidgity group, and 
Eddie Duchin. Concerning the latter, however, even the most enthusias- 
tic supporters of Il Duchin are beginning to be oppressed by the singu- 
larly drear monotony of his mechanical piano. 

Louis Armstrong’s old records sold well, but the Princeton populace 
never knew enough about real jazz to appreciate Ellington, and his 
records have never been in great demand here. Ozzie Nelson and the 
old Dorsey Brothers’ platters know good sales, but Isham Jones has 
comparatively few admirers. 

Among the newer artists whose records are selling well are Teddy 
Wilson—that most peerless of all swing pianists—Tommy Dorsey, and 
the genial Mike Reilly and his wrought-up horn. Guy Lombardo and 
his arch rival, January Garber, are slipping daily in local popularity. | 
Three years ago the Lombardi were among the leaders, but now more | 
and more their vapid, nickelodeon-like tunes are losing favor at this! 
school, | 

As To .Living | 
There is also an increasing interest in ‘swing music’, due mainly to| 
Benny Goodman. The Onyx Club with Mike Reilly and Eddy Farley, | 
the Famous Door with Wingy Mannone and Teddy Wilson, and the 
Hickory House with Red Norve, all swing shrines, are becoming increas- | 
ingly popular with Princeton men. Any weekend night will always BEC | 
sroups of students from ole Nassau enjoying the torrid music which 
emanates from these spots. 

As. to university proms, during the last three years the following | 





Jitters 





Ray Noble’s theme song on 
the Coca-Cola program, ‘The 
Very Thought of You,’ was 
yanked because it was in the 
Warner catalog. So he substi- 





tuted another song, ‘By the 
Fireside.” Noble wrote both 
songs. 


Second number was yanked 
by NBC in a jittery last-min- 
ute decision just before a 
broadcast - because network 
thought it was ‘too similar’ to 
‘The Very Thought of You.’ 
This was straightened out 
later, 














MPPA REJECTS 
LOWE PROPOSAL 


C. St. John Lowe, head of Cana- 
dian Music Sales, found out last 
week that the Music Publisers Pro- 
tective Association of the U. S., as 


an organization, is opposed to mak- 
ing special concessions to foreign 
distributors of sheet music. Lowe 
had proposed that current pop re- 
leases be sold to him at a price 
which would allow him to sell to 
the Woolworth stores in Canada for 
164%,c a copy for the syndicate to 
dispese of sheet music at 25c, 


Publishers committee which met 
last week to consider Lowe's pro- 
posal held that MPPA could not 
as an association commit itself to 
a policy that would permit a foreign 
distrib to buy music for less than 
it was being sold to American job- 
bers and retailers. By making a 
special price differential for Lowe, 
American sheet music would be re- 
tailed in Canada. for 40% to 60% 
less than that asked on the Ameri- 
can market, 


Lowe for some time has had an 
exclusive tieup with the Woolworth 
stores in Canada for the disposal 
of reprints and folios. With a view 
to expanding this affiliation to in- 
clude copyrighted music, Lowe 
asked the MPPA to co-operate 
with him in a plan which would 
give the syndicate stores a chance 
to sell such music for a quarter. 
On this side of the border the 
chain outlets ask anywhere from 
35c to 45c a copy for current re- 
leases. 


Few Misicions- Listed 
ta Ble Coin Brackets: 
2 Pubs Over $15,000 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Dave Rubinoff, in his capacity as 
President of Rubinoff Orchestras, 
Inc., received a salary of $47,725 
during 1934, while Philip Rubinoff, 
secretary and treasurer of the firm, 
was paid $17,631, according to salary 
report made to Congress last week 
by the Treasury Department. 

Few musicians were included in 
the bulky document which con- 
tained lowdown on earnings of some 
18,000 individuals paid more than 
$15,000. None of the reports indi- 
cated amount paid radio ‘entertain- 
ers while the few musicians who 
were included in the list were reg- 
istered on the basis of income from 
films. Paramount report, for exam- 
ple, listed a number of composers 
and song writers, as well as Bing 
Crosby, 
Lombardo. 

Report for the CBS artist bureau 
listed only two names, only one of 
them a performer, while NBC sup- 
plied even less info about earnings 
of its talent. CBS paid Ralph J. 
Wonders, manager, $15,450 and 
Howard Barlow, listed as ‘artist,’ 
$15,700. 

Crosby's 











earnings aggregated 


| more than $190,000, including $104,- 


499 from Bing Crosby, Ltd., and an 
additional $88,499 from Crosby Pro- 
ductions, Inc. 

Duke’ Ellington, Ine., received 
$18,249 from Paramount and Guy 
Lombardo was paid $35,000 by the 
same producer. These figures in- 


| cluded compensation for the mem- 


bers of the two bands, 


Duke Ellington and Guy- 


ASCAP Action Against Unlicensed 
Stations and Warner Infrmgement 
Suit Barrage Due This Week 





Current week is expected to find 
the entire performing rights tangle 
brought to a head. American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Publishers 
will be faced with the problem of 
taking drastic action against broad- 
casters who have failed to apply for 
new licenses, following the deadline 
set for Jan. 15 (today), while the 
filing of wholesale infringement 
suits against New York stations, 
which had been postponed from last 
week because of Herman Starr’s 
absence in St. Louis, will serve as 
Warner Bros.’ opening barrage in 
the legal crossfire. 


Following a special meeting of the 
ASCAP board of directors Friday 


informing them that they had until 
today (Wednesday) to let the So- 
ciety know whether they proposed 
to signature a new five-year agree- 
ment under the same terms that 
prevailed before the WB exit. Starr, 
as prez of the WB group, wrote to 
the Society the same day demanding 
that it immediately give notice to 
all ASCAP licensees in writing that 
Harms, Witmark, T. B. Harms, Re- 
mick and New World had with- 
drawn their catalogs from ASCAP 
as of Dec. 31, 1935. 

Starr's letter declared that al- 
though the withdrawal had taken 
effect on that date, the Society had 
ignored the action and failed to 
make formal notification of it to the 
ASCAP licensees. Warner letter 
stated that if its demand were not 
immediately carried out every of- 
ficer, director and member of 
ASCAP would be held accountable 
for any damages which may result 
from this neglect to the WB group. 
Copy of the Starr communication 
was also sent to every publisher 
and writer member of the Society. 


ASCAP’s telegram to the 390 sta- 
tions asserted that if the Society 
did not hear from them by Jan. 15 
they would be considered infringers, 
if they continued to broadcast So- 
ciety controlled copyrights, and be 
held to strict accountability for all 
such performances dating from Jan. 
1, 1936. These stations had on Dec. 
30 been granted permission to go on 
using the ASCAP repertory until 
further notice, and it is the Society’s 
contention that whether these sta- 
tions renew their contract or other- 
wise they are still liable financially 
to ASCAP for the ASCAP compo- 
sitions which had been used from 
Jan. 1 on. 


Refusing Transcripters 


During the ASCAP meeting on 
Friday it was also decided to refuse 
to meet the demand of transcription 
manufacturers that performing li- 
censes be granted them @irect for 
commercial recordings turned out 
before Jan. 1. Argument advanced 
by these manufacturers is that they 
are the innocent victims of the fight 
between performing rights owners 
and breadcasters, and there is no 
reason for impeding or tying up the 
business of transcription makers as 
long as they are willing to shoulder 
all the music costs. Impression cur- 
rent in legal circles is that the ques- 
tion that this situation projects may 
have’ far-reaching repercussions, 
since it involves interference with 
interstate commerce, ASCAP direc- 
tors have taken the position that 
they will not license anyone but the 
actual user, and that, anyway, the 
transcription manufacturers were 
aware of the fact that any record- 
ing licenses they took out prior to 
Jan. 1, 1935, were good only up to 
that date. 

Because of the interstate -om- 
merce implications Warner had two 
weeks previously issued performing 
right clearances to all WB music 
recorded for commercial purposes 
prior to Jan. 1, with the permission 
applying to stations whether they 
had or had not obtained Warner 
licenses. WB release, however, con- 
tained the provision that Warner 
reserved the right to fix a reason- 
able fee for these commercial discs 
by Oct. 1, 1936. The release was not 
applied to recordings contained in 
ithe various sustaining library ser- 
i; vices, 





(9) wires went out to 390 stations [ 


‘some question, 


the works it controlled would be re- 
layed to licensees as soon as the 
assignments, about which there is 
have been checked 
thoroughly by the WB lawyers. 





Baitimore, Jan. 14. 

Only the indie WCBM of the four 
Balto broadcasters has to date 
signed contract with Warners for 
song releases controlled by firm. 
Station hancocked one of those short 
term three-month pacts. 

Outside fold remain WBAL, NBC 
blue band outlet; WCAO, local CBS 
cog, and WFBR, NBC red. 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Warner Brothers operates a music 
counter at Gimbel Brothers’ depart- 
ment store here and sells only its 
own music. But since WB split 
from ASCAP, the -Gimbel-owned 
station WIP can’t play WB tunes 
until contract is signed. Studio and 
music counter in in same building. 


WBS $1,000 PER 
WEEK FOR AIR 
~ CHECKING 


eee 





Aside frorn its regular payroll, it's 
costing Warner Bros. about $1,000 
a week to check on copyright in- 
fringements over the air. Most iIn- 
tensive and comprehensive phase of 
the checking is carried on in New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles, 
while moderately close tab is main- 
tained in cities where there are sta- 
tions owned and operated by NBC 
and CBS. 

Employees in the New. York and 
branch offices of the War.ier pub- 
lishing firms spend a goodly portion 
of their time on sleuth assignments 
before their loudspeakers as a sup- 
plement to the services of organized 
checking bureaus. Major part of the 
hotel and nite clubs checking is be- 
ing done by the contacteers re- 
maining on the WB professional 
staffs. 


FISCHER'S NEW SHOW 
SAILS FOR NEW YORK 


Cliff Fischer sails with his new 
French nitery revue.from Paris to- 
day (15), arriving in New York Jan. 
21. French Casino will bow in the 
new show Jan. 29, after closing 
down a few days. This makes the 
third new show for the Broadway 
spot. yas 

Current show shifts into the 
French Casino, Miami, which L. F. 
Blumenthal and Jack Shapiro built 
as a winter adjunct. 


Heyman Freelancing 


Eddie Heyman, under Warner 
Bros. contract with Hoagy Car- 
michael, asked for and got his re- 
lease as a WB staff writer and is 
now freelancing. He's placed a 
flock of new songs around in col- 
laboration with Oscar Levant, Vee 
Lawnhurst and Johnny Green, all 
composers. Heyman is a lyricist. 

While he was under WB contract, 
Harms (a Warners subsid) pub- 
lished most of Heyman’s songs, 
but his ASCAP sympathies caused 
him to ask for a contractual release. 
Carmichael still has six months to 
g0 under his WB pact. 


Walter Kane Set 


Walter Kane, who for six years 
was gen. mgr. of the Mux Mayer 
Music Co. (formerly Richmond- 
‘Mayer), has taken over operation of 
the Myrex Co., a mail order house. 
Kane plans to conduct a general 




















music and information business, 


| Myrex Co. has been practically in- 


Few music publishers were in-! Separate catalogs listing the com- 
bands have been heard here: Fess Williams, Larry Funk, Red Nichols.! cluded in list of firms paying sal- | positions controlled by each of its 
Joe Haymes, Tommy Dorsey, Isham Jones, Eddie Duchin, Claude Hop- | aries in excess of $15,000, Robbins | publishing firms will be distributed 
kins and Glen Gray. With the exception of Gray and Duchin these’ Musie Co. reported that John J.!by WB to its licensees beginning | 
orchestras, for the most part, do not represent typical undergraduate | Robbins was paid $21,600 during j|Jan. 2). Starr declared that only 
tastes but were signed from all appearances to satisfy individual pref- 19314, while Marks Music €o. re- | copyrights whieh Warner was cer- ! 
erences of members of the Prom Committee, or because attractive rates | vealed that Edward B. Marks re-! tain about were included in these 


were offered. 


4 ceived $15,600 the same year. 


active since the acquisition of Leo 
Feist, Inc., by Radio Music, Inc., an 
NBC subsid, six years ago. 


Kane before coming ‘with Rich- 


| mond-Mavyer spent 25 years with the 


| lists, and additional data concerning 1 Crown Music Co. 


“a 

















* Qntghtly, at dinner and midnight. 
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Night Club Reviews 





NIXON CAFE. 


(PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

While most of downtown nite 
spots are figuring out where their 
next payroll’s coming from, Nixon 
goes on and on getting a respectable 
share of what’s around, attracting 
a@ mob that’s had the Nixon habit 
for years and snaring most of the 
burg’s big spenders. Big long bar in 
outer room, also filled comfortably 
with tables, attracting nice play, 
which has been another factor in 
gite’s early 1936 boom. 

Nixon’s Tony Conforti used to go 
in only for couple of specialty acts, 
mostly local product, but this sea- 
son he’s doing things on a bigger 
scale. Jack Pomeroy had the floor 
show concession here for first part 
of year but Conforti has since 
switched to Ernie Young (Chicago) 
and first of Young’s efforts rings bell 
nicely. 

Most attractive feature of current 
entertainment are Dorothy Byton 
girls, eight of ’em. They’re a cork- 
ing ensemble, each a specialist, and 
tear up the floor in an acrobatic 
routine. Girls don’t let up for a 
moment and have three other rou- 
tines. 

M.c. is Don Tranger, who plays 
the sax and clarinet simultaneously, 
at same time breaking into Russian 
dance. Another first rate night club 
novelty, and Tranger also performs 
his m.c. duties with a pleasant self- 
effacement. Dance team of Johnny 
and Eleanor, couple of good looking 
youngsters who, should go places, 
encompass tap, typical ballroom and 
rumba routines in three different 
spots, all well handled, and likewise 
do. single bits, boy particularly 
registering .with an Astaire-like 
ease. Blonde Harriett Norris is a 
good saleslady of songs and with 
enough on the ball and a wide 
enough repertoire to put her in solid 
with the sober lads as well as the 
others. 

Show last almost an hour. Two 


Cohen. 





MAYER’S NIGHT CLUB 


(MADRID) 


Madrid, Dec. 27. 

Astute young Egon Mayer gave 
Madrid its society ‘iquor dispensary 
when he opened the swank ‘Baka- 
nik’ (‘exquisite’) several years ago. 
Success of this thirst quencher for 
Spain’s counts, marquises and 
duchesses encouraged him to try 
his hand at aristocratic nitery biz. 
And he’s come through equally big. 

Mayer’s Night Club is located two 
blocks from ‘Bakanik.’ It’s piped as 
a club in order to maintain its ex- 
clusiveness. Following the old 
American speakeasy style, custom- 
ers must have cards, but the mem- 
bers can bring guests. Operator 
hopes this system will encourage 
many members of the younger s80- 
eames 






THE House OF MUSICAL Noyes TES: 
_ ‘The Song that Made the Nation 


FORGET ITS TROUBLES - - - 
w Everybody Sings! 


’ “The Music Goes ’Round 
and 










Around” 
e 

. A Smash Novelty Hit! 
“Rhythm in My Nursery - 
: Rhymes” 
* 


The Swingy Swing Tune with 
Dozens of Choruses! 


“Mama Don’t. Aliow It” 











. Coming Through as Predicted! 
“One Night in Monte 
Carlo” 

Brand New Beautiful Fox-Trot ; 
“Too Much Imagination” 
Beautiful Lyric—Lovely Melody 


“So This Is Heaven” 


Get Ready for this Hit—It Looks 
ke a “Quickie” 


“My Heart Is Keeping 
Company 











ciety crowd who avoid the other 
hotspots because they don’t like 
elbow-rubbing with the hoi polloi. 
Opening night proved the season’s 
top social event. 

Spot is supposed to resemble the 
interior of a Spanish galleon. It’s a 
small, compact, shipshape-looking 
bit with nothing Spanish about it. 
Walls are boarded all the way up 
and ceiling crossed by beams. Piano 
and drum which provide the synco- 
pation are on a small raised plat- 
form facing the dancing square. In- 
direct lighting and maritime deco- 
rations contribute to the atmos- 
phere. Bar at end of the room is 
on a platform overlooking the floor 
so the lone eagles can sip.and gaze 
and sigh. <A ship’s wheel on the 
bar platform is atmosphere for 
those who feel nautical. 

A puller in itself, this French- 
style boit has another winner in 
Jimmy Campbell, who handles the 
piano assignment. Young Canadian 
has been in Europe for the past 
seven years, once teaming with Bin- 
nie Barnes, and makes the keys do 
tricks, He turns out sparkling 
tunes, swaying with rhythm and 
swing, in an outstanding way. With 
only a drummer to help, Campbell 
meets the most exacting musical 
demands easily. 

Whisky, sherry or cocktails cost 
$1.10: good cognac, two' bucks, and 
French champagne, $10 and up. No 
cover or minimum charge. Nitery 
opens at ll p.m. Average closing 


time since the inauguration has 
been 7:30 a.m. Ziff. 
PLAZA CAFE 
(PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
For years one of downtown. belt’s 
hottest niteri¢s, with particular ap- 
peal to stay-up-lates, Plaza got off 
on wrong foot this season and only 
now is showing signs of profitable 
revival. Spot started the wave of 
girlie shows locally, with the dames 


.| doubling between the floor and at 


the tables with the big spenders, 
but through managerial disputes 
early this fall permitted other spots 
to corner the jump. 

Tangles cleared up several weeks 
ago, with Etzi Covato, one of 
owners, returning with his band and 
John Maganotti in charge again of 
the restaurant end and hosting. 

Show’s one of the peppiest to hit 
town in some time and has a lot of 
eye-appeal for the sort of trade spot 
wants and gets. Brian McDonald, a 
Pittsburgher and veteran of flock 
of Broadway musicomedies and re- 
vues, back in town again as m.c., 
doing a near-perfect job and then 
whamming ’em with his vocal. spe- 
cialties, smartly selected to show off. 
his lusty pipes. 

Chorus of eight girls has looks, 
they're nicely costumed and, what’s 
more, can: dance, a phenomenon 
around here. The femme sock is an 
exotic brunet who bills herself sim- 
ply as Carmen. Sells a refined hula 
kooch with plenty of class, uncork- 
ing the sock previously reserved for 
the fanners but without any of the 
latters’ coy to-do. 

Three Yates Sisters, trio of cute 
looking tap dancers, patterned after 
the original Three Queens, and a 
sure-fire nite club het, with Corbett 
and Triano (girl is formerly of Cor- 
bett Sisters and ‘a striking blonde) 


| contributing a couple of nifty ball- 


room routines. Mary Martin, song- 
stress of the torchy school, and Jean 
Hazlet, toe-tap dancer, round out 
the principals. Three shows nightly 
and last one, caught after 3 a.m., 
didn’t let up a moment. 

Covato’s music has quite a follow- 
ing in itself, an additional help, with 
drinks and food reasonable enough 
to encourage all types of clientele. 

Cohen. 


(PARIS) 
Paris, Jan. 4. 

Four American acts and one 
young dance sensation from Buenos 
Aires provide the fare in Harry 
Pilcer’s current floor show, and the 
Yank ex-hoofer can still say he has 
the best entertainment in @ non- 
dress dancery in Paris. 

In- fact, for the post-holiday sea- 
son, when local nite spots have a 
habit of folding, Pilcer’s place is do- 
ing good biz. Answer is Pilcer him- 
self—his personality as a host, his 
hard work to see that the guests 
have a good time, his American floor 
shows, which are so outstanding 
that his place is a sort of center for 
Paris booking agents interested in 
American acts, and his good music— 
Fred Adison (French) for jazz and 
Rafael Canaro for tangos. 

Outstanding among Pilcer’s cur- 
rent Yank numbers is Franklyn 
D'Amore, with Jack Lane, fast and 
hard knockabout act, also playing at 
the A.B.C. here. Parisians love to 
see these boys slam each other on 
the floor—that’s the favorite type of 
American act right now. 

Mildred Colette, formerly of the 
sister act, shows seme highgrade 
hoofing. and the Three Samuels 
click with their naval-officer comedy 





dance. They've learned something 
that passes for French military 
commands for the number, and this 





Most Played on Air | 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around ’ 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the approximate 
number of combined piups on 
WEAF, WJZ and WABCO, 

With All My Heart. 

Music Goes ’Round & ’Round. 

Red Sails in Sunset. 

Moon Over Miami. 

Little Bit Independent. 

i Feel Like a Feather. 

Alone. 

Broken Record. 

Eeny Meeny Miny Mo. 

if | Should Lose You. 

Dinner For One Please, James. 

On Treasure Island. 

Boots and Saddle. 

No Other One. 

Thanks a Million. 

Rhythm in “My 
Rhymes. 

One Nite in Monte Carlo. 

Sittin’ High on a Hilltop. 

Beautiful Lady in Blue. 

Lights Out. 

Please Believe Me. 

1 Picked a Flower. 

Don’t Mention Love to Me. 

Cling to Me. 

Hypnotized. 


Nursery 











CHEZ HARRY PILCER| 


- Among Casualties 


Among New York nitery casual- 
ties is the Sert (formal) room in 
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, with the 
biz to be concentrated in the in- 
formal Empire room. This means 
that Ramon and Renita, slated to 
open there Feb. 1, will not do so. 

Peppy d@’Albrew has bowed out of 
the Trocadero, and Morton Downey, 
who is also financially interested, 
is continuing the spot on his own 
with himself as the attraction. 
D’Ivons, dancers, hold over. Pancho 
orchestra has gone to Florida. 


‘Rounders’ Nix H’wood 


Offer of six weeks at the Holly- 
wood, Broadway restaurant, for Ed 
Farley and Mike Reilly, writers of 
‘The Music Coes ‘Round and 
Around,’ was turned down last week 
by the pair’s management, Rock- 
well-O’Keefe. Bid called for $1,500 
a week. 

Primarily responsible for the 
nixing were picture negotiations 
that will take them out to the Coast 
for either Metro or Paramount. 


Det. Band Switches 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Charles Dornberger’s band moves 
into the Book-Cadillac this week, 
replacing Will Osborne. Don Zullo 
band now at Saks Cafe, taking over 
stand of Gene Regis, who has taken 
his orchestra to Florida for en- 
gagement. 

Billy Carr returns this week as 
m.c. at Oriole Terrace, where Art 
Jarrett and Leanor Holm _ hold 
sway. Al Segal is heading new 
revue at Eastern Star Cafe. 


RAINBOW INN BURNS 


Lynchburg, Jan. 14. 

Rainbow Inn on Boonsboro road, 
burned to the ground last week and 
came near cremating the manager, 
Carl Musgrove, and two others who 
were sleeping in an adjoining build- 
ing. They were saved by neighbors 
who chopped down the doors of the 
blazing clubhouse. 

J. Carl (Big Boy) Vinson, the pro- 
prietor, is serving a jail term for 
violating the state ABC laws by 
serving over-the-counter drinks. 














Fritzel-Jacobsen Split? 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Mike Fritzei and Joey Jacobson, 
co-operators of the Chez Paree here, 
are reported splitting. 

They have been associated with 
this nitery since its opening three 
years ago. 





gives the audience a little added 
humor. 

Argentinian is Rafael Garcia, 
billed as a dancer from the Theatre 
Colon in Buenos Aires, and what 
that boy is doing hoofing in a Paris 
dancery is a mystery. In the way of 
leaps and McCoy ballet work he 
shows more than you can see here 
anywhere else off the concert or 
opera stage,:and he can be compared 
with thé best of them even in the 
top spots. But he’s not highbrow— 
his number here -is tied right up 
with jazz ‘and comports flashy 
though harmonious steps and move- 
ments. He shows that he can do 
the type of entertainment a nitery 
needs. Finishes with a two and a 
half minute toe tap that is hard to 





beat. Said not to have worked in 
New York or London yet. Stern. 
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Cugat Goes Ambi 


Xavier Cugat becomes an ambi- 
maestro tomorrow (Thursday) in 
the Empire (informal) room of the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria when he 
heads both the tango-rumba combo 


and a straight dance band. Hereto- 
fore Cugat was solely identified as 
a tango maestro, alternating with 
Henry King’s combo in the Sert 
(formal) room. 


When Cugat switches into the 
Empire room he _ displaces’ the 
Freddy Martin orchestra. 


Cugat will stand on the podium 
and alternate between both bands. 
Carmen Cugat and Jimmy Ray will 
be the respective vocalists with the 
Spanish and the American or- 
chestras. 





Music Notes 





Josef Pasternack set at Columbia 
to supe and direct music for the 
next Grace Moore pic. He served 
as Miss Moore’s conductor on her 
recent concert tour. 





Wait Haines now has his. own 
band at the Trianon, Seattle, two 
nights weekly, with Naomi Wheat, 
12-year-old soloist. 





Frankie Carle, now leading his 
own orchestra at Edgewood inn, 
Albany, after years as pianist with 
McEnelly’s and Mal Hallett’s bands, 
has a WGY Schenectady wire. 





Wendell Lorang’s first pop song 
composition, ‘Why Wait?,’ lyrics by 
Sparty Nardone, has been accepted 
by T. B. Harms Co. for publica- 
tion. 





George Simon, former radio con- 
tact for Harms, Inc.; has moved to 
Irving Berlin’s headquarters in same 
capacity. 





Abe Meyer dickering for English 
office to do musical scoring in Lon- 
don, 





Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed will dish up numbers for 
Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody of 1937.’ 





Abe Meyer to do score of ‘The 
Show Goes On’ in collaboration 
with Hugo Reisenfeld, 





Borris Morros’ scoring Walter 
Wanger’s ‘Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine.’ 





SUE LUCAS OVER SONG 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, 


Nick Lucas last week obtained 
order from Judge McVicar in U. S. 
District court directing two Can- 
onsburg (Pa.) composers to show 
cause why they should not file a 
more specific claim in recent $100,- 
000 damage suit they lodged against 
him. They are Frank Stasio and 
Ralph Anthony. 


Charges were made _ claiming 
Lucas failed to keep his part of an 
agreement to publicize their tune, 
‘When Your Road Leads My Way.’ 
They say he contracted to get the 
song printed and sold on a 50-50 
basis. 


In the Niteries 








Eaton Boys are the newest addi- 
tion to the Blue Room entertain- 
ment outlay at the Hotel Lincoln, 
N. Y. Style of. repartee is more or 
less new te the spot, as for the past 
few months, only Isham Jones’ 
dansapation and dance teams have 
been the fare. Barker trio also in 
for incidental harmony and music 
between orchestra numbers. 





Walnut Room of the Bismarck 
Hotel, Chicago, trying a new angle 
by presenting a miniature opera as 
part of its floor show. Originated 
by Leonard Keétter;-whose orchestra 
has held the bandstand for the 
past year, 

Monday (13) night in the N, Y. 
class Russian niteries was a big 
occasion, falling on the Russian 
(Greek Orthodox) new year’s. The 
Caucausian Eagle, the swank Mai- 
sonette Russe, et al. made it a gala 
turn-out for the ‘white’ Russian 
contingent in N, Y. 





Plenty swingo is Cliff Allen at 
Leon & Eddie's, working as a team 
with Billie Hayward. Latter is the 
songstress who's done so much.disk- 
ing with Teddy Wilson's swing orc 
for Brunswick, and she sells a pop 
in person just as well. But Allen, 
at the ivories, gives out keyboard 
manipulation like nobody's business, 
ad libbing in thhe best Waller- 
Armstrong manner, with a generous 
molar exhibition by both. Their 
version of ‘This Is My Last Affair’ 
is among their tops. 





Dario and Diane, after 14 weeks 
at the Hotel Weylin, New York, dur- 
ing three of which they doubled into 
the Club Versailles and one (last 
week) into the New Montmartre, 
N. Y., are headed for a southern 
vacation before returning to the 
Rainbow Room in Radio City, Jan. 
24. 

Diane is already in Nassau, where 
her husband is managing a hotel, 
and Dario is motoring to Miami for 
a rest. He will leave hig car south 
as D & D are slated for a Florida 
winter engagement after the Rain- 
bow Room where they’re set for 
four weeks, 





Joe Moon and Melvin Pahl are. 
handling duo-piano chores at Bar- 
bizon-Plaza in the cocktail lounge. 
Team also plays in Sunday Nights 
at Nine series at the hostelry. 





Jack Mills has obtained the pub- 
lication rights to the score of the 
Minsky production, ‘Perfect 36,’ 
which opens at the Million Dollar 
Pier, Miami, Jan. 24. Writers in- 
volved are Francis K. Shuman, Al- 
lan Roberts and Jules Lowman. 





Bryson-Conney band, out of Farm, 
White Plains, now working Holland- 
American West Indies cruises, 











FAMOUS HUDSON 
SHOWBOAT “BUCCANEER” 


RIVER 


AVAILABLE 


Famous refitted barkentine operated 
three successful seasons as Hudson River 
“Showboat.’’ Completely equipped with 
stage, amplifier, bar, kitchen, electric 
generators, motor tender, all accessories. 
Ideal for theatre and restaurant, capa- 
city 1200-1400, with removable chairs, 
Can be towed anywhere. Also suitable 
for club, yacht club, swimming cluh or 
similar enterprise in northern or Florida 
waters. For sale at advantageous terms 
because no longer large enough for our 
purpose. Apply 


J. A. Kenyon, c/o Hudson River Day Line 











303 West 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 











MYRON, PeARL™” CO. 


‘VIENNESE DANCE ECHOES’ 


After Eight Years’ Successful Tour Now Fully Fledged 
European Standard Act 


Now The ALHAMBRA, PARIS, With The SAVOY HOTEL 
to Follcw in February 


Also Booked with General Theatres Corporation (G.T.C.) 


English Representative: 
BRIAN ROXBURY ' 


Eric Wollheim Agency 
Charing Cross Road, London, W. C. 2 
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Swing 





Stuff 





Personals 


Act altoist, Benny Carter, now 
with Willie Lewis’ outfit in Paris, 
reported ready to leave ,.. Swing 
concert given by the British 
Rhythm Club Federation a sell-out 
_..Mildred Bailey contacted for 
Kellogg radio hour. ..George Frazier 
conducting daily swing airing over 
WCOP, Boston, with Fletcher Hen- 
derson and Tommy Dorsey inter- 
viewed...Wingy Mannone out and 
Phil Napoleon in on Ella Logan 
program. Trumpeter Napoleon’s 
band includes Miff Mole and Frank 
Signorelli...Jimmy MacPartland at 
the Palmer House, Chicago...Red 
Norvo signed with Decca...George 
Wettling and Johnny Mendell at the 
Casino Moderne, Chicago, with Eddie 
Neibaur’s ork...Samuel Goldwyn 
catching up On swing at the Onyx 
Club, N. Y....Harlem Poosepahtuk | 
Club has discovered a torch singer 
..-Bud Freeman is ping-pong 
champ of Roy Noble’s ork... 
Maurice Purtill, pupil of Gene 
Krupa’s, the coming drummer with 
Bob Sylvester...Sterling Bowes 
featured trumpeter with Tommy 
Dorsey...Pianist Cliff Jackson, of 
the Harlem Swanee Club, latest dis- 
covery of Johnny Hammond... 
Tenor Forrest Crawford sitting in 
regularly with the Riley-Farley 
combo...Eddie Sauter doing some 
ace arranging for Red Norvo, 


o 





Uptown Liwadown 

Swing craze has hit the Kit Kat 
Club on 55th Street, N. Y. Both the 
Buck and Bubbles team and the Six 
Spirits of Rhythm swing out at this 
spot after their theatre work. Vocal- 
ist Edith Wilson plenty okay, 
backed by Bobby Hargrave’s seven 
piece jamsters. This band, with a 
top sax section composed of Field, 
Smith and Paine, will bear watch- 
ing. Smith on tenor is head-lined 


with Wheeler trumpeting, while 
rhythm section of Godley, Woods 
and Sinclair beat it out. Even 


‘Tiger Rag’ sounds okay due to sax 
scoring. Payoff arrives when Buck 
and Bubbles do their stuff, backed 
by the Six Spirits, and accompanied 
by Hargrave’s bunch who get so ex- 
cited they can’t keep still, 





Air Waves 
Airing from Newark, Tommy 
Dorsey's ork scored a bull’s eye with 
a smart arrangement of ‘Sugar Foot 
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Announcing the 
Introduction 


Last Week by 
GUY LOMBARDO 


of 
* “GOTTA GO 
TO WORK AGAIN” 


Our New Feature 
Novelty Fox Trot 


To Be Followed By 


*“| MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH THE MOON” 


»BILLY CHANDLER 
General Proiessionai Mgr. 


Other Marks Songs ; 
Most Played on Air | 
Week Ending Jan. 11 


: gone of she iiante 
ay, Fiddle, Pla 
$ SariWaltz 
t Springtime in Rockies 
Quiereme Mucho 
Peanut Vendor 
Hot Time in Old Town 
These ’n’ That 'n’ Those 
Malaguena (Small, $1.75) 
Must Have Been a Dream 
Moonlight and Roses 
Frasquita Serenade 
Moon in the Parlor 
own in Martinique 
Parade Wooden Soldiers 
orque 
Down South 
Caminito 
* Popular Orch. - ~~ ~~ 5ée 


* Tango Orch 
2 Standard Orch. -....~ ose 


et + + 
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PERMANENTLY AT 


RADLO CITY, NY 


NO OTHER ADORESS|NEEDED 


Stomp.’ Sid Stoneburg, clarienetist, 
turns in some very fine work with 
Edith Wright on vocal one of the 
few okay hot canaries. 

Isham Jones at last letting Pianist 
Howard Smith cut loose. Full solo 
on a well arranged version of 
‘Honeysuckle Rose’ tops. Tenor 
Saxie Mansfield having a few off 
days lately, but Tom Macy and Russ 
Gennett coming through. 

Joe Venuti, as guest-star on 
Crosby’s Kraft hour, let the jitter- 
bugs down by going sweet. Jimmy 
Dorsey is becoming a composer, 
laying aside the clarinet to feature 
his own alto work on these numbers. 
The Four Blackbirds, with the usual 
set-up of three men and a girl, 
vocalizing plenty okay, with the ex- 
ception of the trumpet imitation 
which the Mills brothers still do 
better. 





Swing Defined 

For the jam-hams to puzzle over, 
a definition of swing. <A band 
swings when its collective improvi- 
sation is rhythmically integrated. 
Leading jazz experts, John Ham- 
mond and Hughes Panassie, must at 
least half agree, since they each 
furnished two of the four important 
words. A dictionary is advised. 





Waxings 

On Victor, Benny Goodman’s sig- 
nature song, ‘Goodbye,’ has been 
released; .a composition of the ace 
arranger, Gordon Jenkins, and a 
modernistic tune that should sell. 
Following this comes one of Ray 
Noble’s rare swing discs, ‘Dinah,’ 
and ‘Bugle Call Rag.’ Bud Freeman, 
tenor with Noble, suggested the 
double-time rhythm on ‘Dinah,’ 
during his chorus, which should 
send the _ fans. The held over 
‘Bounding Rhythm’ by Adrian’s Tap 
Room Gang is Wingy Mannone’s 
last minute opus, after Rollin had 
run out of titles. The band is 
Wingy’s with Adrian playing bass- 
sax and vibraphone, Danbridge on 
vocal. 4 

On Brunswick, Louis Prima’s 
‘I’ve Got My Fingers Crossed,’ and 
‘I'm Shooting High,’ is poor. But 
Prima’s trumpet playing has im- 
proved greatly. This band needs a 
little originality in arranging, and 
less unaccompanied solo work. The 
Putney Dandridge discs on Vocalion, 
entitled ‘You Hit the Spot,’ ‘You 
Took My Breath Away,’ ‘No Other 
One,’ and ‘A Little Bit Independent,’ 
are still among the tops but use too 
much commercial vocalizing. The 
personnel includes Macy, Cole, 
Clark, Moncur, and an unknown 
pianist. 

On Decca, Louis Armstrong has 
connected with a surefire hit for 
swing fans entitled ‘Old Man Mose.’ 
‘Louis’ vocal is outstanding. Riley- 
Farley reached a new low in 
‘Wabash Blues,’ but redeemed them- 
‘selves on ‘Blue Clarinet Stomp,’ 
Slatts Long turning in the crack 
clarinet work. Jimmy Lunceford’s 
version of Ellington’s ‘Rhapsody Jr,’ 
and ‘Bird of Paradise’ is competent 
but the compositions are choppy. 





Fischer and New Casino 


Paris, Jan. 14. 
Clifford C. Fischer is sailing from 
here tomorrow (15) for New York 
with the new ‘Folies de Femmes’ 


revue for the French Casino on 
Broadway. 

In New York he and Georgie Hale 
will line up an American chorus line 
for his local spot, the Ambassadeurs. 





Also set for the new ‘Folies de 
Femmes’ show at the Broadway 
French Casino are Estelle and Le- 
Roy, Cilly Feindt’s horse act, 10 
Argentine Ladies (accordions), An- 
dree Lorraine (Miss Paris 1935) and 
the Jack Denny orchestra, holding 
over as the main combo. Vincent 
Travers from Philadelphia is the 
alternate combo in Carl Hoff’s spot. 
Latter started on the Lucky Strike 
program last week, succeeding Al 
Goodman, 

For the Miami French Casino, an 
alternate combo to Emerson Gill's 
orchestra is still being lined up. 
Gloria Gilbert from the ‘Folies Ber- 
geres’ (first Casino revue) is being 
added to the show being sent south, 
replacing Marietta and Rudi, dan- 
cers, who are returning to Paris. 
Jack Lear and Carle Erbe will ex- 
ploit the Florida venture and Monte 
Proser has been handed a new deal 





with a 60% upping in his contract. 


Troupe Enroute to N. Y.' 


Most Requested 





(As reported by Ansun Weeks, 
Aragon Ballroom, Chicago). 

Red Sails in Sunset. 

Treasure Island. 

Picked a Flower 

Found a Rose in the Snow. 

Alone. 

Little Bit Independent, 

Boots and Saddle. 

Where Am 1? 

Lucky Star. 

Dangerous to Love Like This. 


Downey Seeking 
Tighter Tax on 
Music in S. A. 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Plans to have United States 
methods of collecting music royal- 
ties in South America and also to 
increase such excises are under 
way, according to Wallace Downey, 
owner of the largest music publish- 
ing concern in Argentine and 
Brazil, who is now in Hollywood 
seeing studio music reps. 

Downey, also rep of the Robbins, 
Berlin and Famous music compan- 
ies in his land, wants mandatory 
rules forcing all public places to 
pay their share of the music tax. 
About 60% of the music consumed 
in S, A. is from American catalogs, 
but collection agencies are only 
able to collect for rights from radio 
stations and a few of the top casinos 
and theatres, he says. 

There are more than 100 radio 
stations in Argentina, Brazil and 
Paraguay, but collections are only 
about 2% of what was anticipated 
when the societies put in a rule 
such as the one enforced by the 
American Society of Authors, Com- 
posers & Publishers, Downey says. 

There is practically no regulation 
of theatre seat tax for music there, 
due to competition cf American 
films with S. A. product. 

Argentina and Brazil picture pro- 
ducers are increasing their output, 
according to Downey, and 14 com- 
panies made 36 films last year with 
an average negative cost of $40,000, 
U. S. coin. Unless these producers 
can be made to see the advantages 
in taxing theatres for music, 
American firms cannot impose one, 
he says. 

















KYSER’S LEAVE 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. . 
Kay Kayser gets three weeks’ 
leave of absence from William Penn 
hotel starting Wednesday (23) to 
fulfill flock of college one-nighters 
lined up for him by MCA. [He'll 
be replaced here during that time 
by Art Kassell, coming on from 
Cincinnati. 
Upon his return to William Penn 
the middle of February, Kyser will 
be set until summer at least. 





_ Jack Hughes steps into the news 
broadcasting role at KERC, San 
Francisco, replacing John Nesbit. 


Council for 
Industrial 








Networks Ban Whiteman Using 


Rhapsody,’ Although Warners OK It 





Paine’s Long Title 


John G. Paine, of the Musie Pub- 





lishers Protective Association last 


week was elected chairman of the 
the Co-Ordination of 
Co-Operation. Purpose 
of the council is to aid small in- 
dustries and their employees in 
finding solutions for the problems 
of fair trade practices, stabilized 
employment, minimum rates of pay 
and hours of labor, government 
competition of private industry and 
modification of the anti-trust laws. 

It was also put up to the council 
to determine what legislative ac- 
tion can be proposed for the simpli- 
fication of business conduct in the 
United States and thereby give the 
small mercantilist a better break 
against his competitors. 


Empire State Bldg. 
Denies Nitery Deal 








Any deal for a nitery in the Empire 
State Building, New York, has been 
nixed by- the management, which 
still wants to operate tallest build- 
ing on a conservative policy. How- 
ever, one thing they are interested 
in is installing a modern health 
center, with swimming pool and 
gymnastic facilities. Pool would be 
located in a floor below street level, 
with sun roof, courts, etc., on a top 
floor. 

Reports have been around several 
times concerning the probability of 
an elaborate dine and dance spot 
being opened, but latest one circu- 
lated in past week was denied by 
the Empire State management. 


2 Strikes 


St. Lonis, Jan. 14. 

Andrew McKinney, trumpet 
player in. the Ambassador theatre 
orchestra, filed suit for divoree from 
his wife, Marguerite, whom he had 
previously divorced and remarried. 
They met when he was playing in 
another house and she was member 
of stage ensemble. 

After 10 years of married life, 
couple were divorced in April last 
year and remarried last November, 
separating for second time Dec. 10. 
MeKinney charged his wife was 
‘quarrelsome and jealous.’ 


DeMarcos’ Band 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Music Corporation of America is 
planning a setup with the DeMarco 
ballroom team similar to the dance 
band arrangement of Veloz and Yo- 
landa, who carry their own orches- 
tra directed by Shep Fields. 

DeMarcos come into the Mayfair 
Room of the Blackstone next week 
and will be billed over the air as the 
DeMarcos and their orchestra di- 
rected by Al Kavelin. 











Inside Stuff—Music 





Waller is spotted. 


into Hugh. 
issued in Great Britain. 


Last year was parody season for 


One of those long embarrassing 
Smith-Siverson orchestra playing at 
Temple, Rochester. 


play from memory. 











the missing music turned up at. the 


moments was 


Fats\ Waller presented a ‘Swing musicale’ last Thursday (9) at the 
Hotel Warwick, N. Y., playing many of his own compositions as ex- 
amples of the new marked style of music. 
board manipulator answered questions. 
sored the gathering, in conjunction with ‘King of Burlesque’ in which 


In between numbers, the key- 
Twentieth Century-Fox spon- 





Dr. William Grocz, composer of ‘Isle of Capri’ and ‘Red Sails in the 
Sunset,’ is an expatriated German, now settled in England. 
smith has Anglicized his name to Hugh Williams, reversing his Wilhelm 
Grocz, and translating the German Grocz (which means large or huge) 
‘Capri’ and ‘Red Sails’ are significent in being wide inter- 
national hits, attaining same popularity in America after being first 


The tune- 





‘You’re the Top’ out of ‘Anything 


Goes’; this year it's ‘The Music Goes Round and Round,’ ranging from 
humorous embellishments to off-color comedy in the niteries. 





experienced by the 
the Collegiate club in the Masonic 


Sax Smith arrived five minutes late with the an- 
nouncement he couldn’t find the music. 
search, leaving Charles Siverson to pick numbers the 25-piece band could 
It was nearly an hour before a number of orchestra- 
tions were found with which to finish the evening’s program. 


He disappeared for another 


Next day 


Genesee Valley club, where it had | 


been left by mistake after the orchestra played a New Year's party. ' 


Eddie Cantor brought the WB-ASCAP situation out 





: 
into the open in 


his last Sunday's broadcast by stating that at this point he would have 


done a song from his ‘Strike Me Pink’ filmusical opening at Radio Ciis 


Music Hall Jan. 16, but that since it’s restricted he'd do a song trom a 
competitive musical picture, ‘Collegiate.’ 





While Warner Bros, is willing to 
permit Paul Whiteman to continue 
using George Gershwin's ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue’ as his theme song, the net- 
works now refuse to okay it. 
Warners doesn’t consider the ‘Rhap- 
sody’ a pop song, but a musical 
work, and respects the affinity be- 
tween the composer and the maestro 
in this particular effort. 

Gershwin states that as time 
goes on and he, along with other 
composers, may find that they are 
deprived of a sufficient number of 
public performances, that a _ test 
case will have to result in order to 
interpret the ‘small rights’ to popu- 
lar music. The songwriters claim 
a 50% ownership in these ‘small 
rights,’ along with the publisher, 
and hence, it is alleged, WB hasn't 
the legal right to 100% withhold 
their music from the networks, 

Legit Angle 

Gershwin, as a production (legit) 
composer, also argues that Ilggit 
managers wiil enter the fray when 
realizing that the WB control of 
the music through their sundry 
music publishing subsidiaries 
(Harms, Inc., T. B. Harms. Co., 
Witmarks, Remicks, et al.) also 
stifles the popularization assets of 
show tunes. 

As regards ‘Rhapsody,’ Whiteman 
never paid a fee for its use, al- 
though others have paid from $10 
and $15 per performance and up to 
$25 and $50. When Gershwin’s ‘An 
American in Paris’ becomes a Radio 
City Music Hall production under 
Von Grona, for example, in two 
weeks, 
right and the Hall pays the com- 
poser a fee of $250 for the week’s 
rights. 

Gershwin is among the composers 
who only latterly are reserving all 
their rights for self-control. Victor 
Herbert alone had the vision and 
only because of a _ circumstance 
whereby he leased to Harms, Inc, 
the printing rights alone to his 
works. Harms wanted Herbert so 
badly (he had long been with Wit- 
marks, which, incidentally, is like- 
wise a WB subsid) that the com- 
poser was able to dictate stringent 
terms on some of his own works. 
Since then many a name composer 
has controlled all rights, but in the 

nain the cream of the yesteryear 
operetta and. musical comedy hits 
are under WB copyright control 
and, accordingly, restricted. 














ROBBINS CHATS 


the modern idiom played 
“as you like Iit,’’ don’t over- 


look 
RICHARD HIMBER 


whose orchestra stars on 
the Studebaker Program 
via C.B.8. This master of 
melody features: 


“THANKS A MILLION” 


“I’M SITTIN’ HIGH ON 
A HILLTOP” 


“I’M SHOOTING HIGH” 
“LOVELY LADY” 
“I'VE GOT MY FINGERS 
CROSSED” 









“ALONE” 
“ROLL ALONG PRAIRIE 
MOON” 








‘ James Melton’s @ ng Feature in 
hi “Stars Over Bro: dway” 
“CARRY ME BACK TO 
THE LONE PRAIRIE” 

2 
The. Lucienne Boyer Hit 
“THIS IS THE Kiss OF 


e 
A Song that Started a New 
Dance Vogue 
“Truckin’ ” 
* 


The European Successor to 
“Isle of Capri” 
“Sorrento by the Sea” 

a 
A New Novelty 
“Kissing My Baby Goodnight” 
e 





From Hollywood Revels of 1926 


“When April Comes Again” 
“The Topic of the Tropics” 
“It's « Lot of Idle Gossip” 


MILLS MUSIC: 











1619 Broadway, Ne w York 


Sa: a “=x 


that constitutes a grand: 


*; 


~ 


ROMANCE” bs 














VARIETY 


VAUBDEVELLE 


Include Partnership Houses; See 


20 Weeks for 


Freeman-Kalcheim 





Starting Feb. 7 with the acquisi- 
tion of Loew’s, Montreal, and 
Shea’s Hippodrome, Toronto, Para- 
mount puts into action its plan to 
bring all stage show theatres op- 
erated by partners and subsidiaries 
into its own Artists Booking Office 
in New York for their show buy- 
ing. Addition of these theatres, 
which would give Par’s booking of- 
fice at least another 20 weeks in 
constant and now ’n’ then playing 
time, would make ABO the top 
vaudeville booking office in the 
country. 

Charles J. Freeman, who with 
Harry Kalcheim comprises the 
ABO’s booking staff in N. Y., will 
buy the shows for Montreal and 
Canada. These theatres are op- 
erated by Famous Players-Cana- 
dian. \ 

Till Feb. 7 the houses will con- 
tinue being booked by Lawrence 
Golde, of the William Morris agen- 
cy. There will be no change in pol- 
icy when Freeman takes them over, 
Harry Anger continues as stager of 
the presentation shows in both 
Montreal and Toronto. 

Par eventually expects to bring 
fin every affiliated theatre using 
stage shows, even if only occa- 
sionally, into the ABO. This will 
also include the FP—Can houses 
now playing $150-a-day Cushman 
units, but that will not be accom- 
plished until a setup is arranged in 
N, Y. 

South and Midwest 


® Wilby-Kincey theatres in the 
south, Katz-Feld (indie) houses in 
the midwest and the Comerford 
houses in Pennsylvania are also e%: 
pected to’ buy their shows throug 

the ABO instead of booking through 
their own or outside buyers. In- 
terstate in the southwest is already 
being booked by Freeman. 

With negotiations with the other 
partners still in the talking stage, 
there’s no exact estimate available 
on the amount of playing time the 
ABO will add to its books, but 20 
weeks is a conservative estimate, 
especially for units. Circuit figures 
that the ABO, with greater purchas- 
ing power, can get a better break on 
talent and salaries than the thea- 
tres can get individually and on the 
outside, 

Toronto and Montreal have been 


using moderate-priced shows, gar- 
nished by a line of girls, scenery and 
costumes by Anger, whe goes to 
Canada from New York weekly to 
stage the presentations. Shows 
were recently switched in Toronto 
from the Hipp to the Imperial, the 
FP-Can deluxer, but were returned 
to the Hipp a couple of weeks ago 
when the Imperial proved too large 
for that type of presentation, 





B&K’s Oakie Bid 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


Balaban & Katz is negotiating 
with Jack Oakie for a personal ap- 
pearance at the Chicago here. 

If set, Oakie will likely be dated 
for week of Feb. 14. 





HUBERTS’ FILM SHORTS 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Warners is planning several two- 
reelers for Fritz and Jéan Hubert, 
vet vaude act. 

Pair made shorts for studio in 
New York. , 


Behi >” the Keys 


{ voutin. 1 from page 27) 


opened ._e Ottawa theatre at Ot- 
tawa, O. 

William C. Powelson, until recent- 
ly manager of the Warners Delmar 
in Pittsburgh, has been transferred 
to the management of the Warner 
theatre in Tarentum, Pa. Charles 
Shannon has replaced him“at the 
Belmar, 

Nat. L. Royster of Springfield has 
been made manager of the Cha- 
keres Logan theatre at Logan, O., 
replacing Mila De Haven. 











? Albany. 

Paramount is reported to be seek- 
ing a site for a second theatre in 
Glens Falls. 

The new Storm King theatre at 
Cornwall-on-the-Hudson was opened 
recently, 

Ce 
Portland, Ore. 
~ J. J. Parker returned from trip 
to L. A. after visiting studio officials 
there. He was accompanied by Mrs. 
Parker and Mr. and Mrs, Ted 
Gamble. Gamble is city manager 
for Parker’s UA and Broadway here. 





4 PRODUCERS FRAME 
UNITS ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Units to play the west are being 
readied here by Ben Irons of Wil- 
bur Cushman productions of Dallas, 
Dwight Pebble from Chicago, Emil 
Glucksman, one-time RKO exec, and 
Charles Dalton, Coast producer. 
Irons and Dalton are framing 
shows on short budgets, probably 
to stay within $1,000. Glucksman 
and Pebble outfits will budget 
around $2,000. 
Glucksman unit, with Bert Gor- 
don, Cliff Ball, Buddy Doyle and 
the Babe Eagan femme band of 12 
pieces and line of 12 girls, is ex- 
pected to be ready within two 
weeks. Bud Murray is staging. 
Unit is tentatively set to open at 
the Strand, Long Beach, with Jean 
Meiklejohn agenting: 


Bowes’ Am Act Repeats 
In Pitt., but Without Unit 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

Quick decision brought Major 
Bowes’ Gold Medal Boys’ band, in 
last week’s amateur unit at the 
Stanley, back to Warners deluxer 
for second successive stanza to bol- 
ster current show, They are all lo- 
cal boys. 

Gold Medalers' were already 
packed to leave for Philadelphia to 
join another Bowes unit when 
Harry Kalmine, WB’s zone man- 
ager, arranged to insert youngsters 
into presentation at last minute. As 
result, their Bowes’ tour will begin 
week later. 


Berle Clubbing 


Milton Berle left for the Holly- 
wood Country Club, Miami, Fia., 
where he’ll remain three weeks and 
then proceed to the Chez Paree, 
Chicago, opening there Feb. 10 for 
six weeks, 

He has been signed by Irving 
Mills for exclusive representation. 
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State, N. Y,. Sets Burns-Allen Unit at 
106; Baker-Tucker Show Off, Former Ill 





v 


George Jaffe to Try 
Vande at Harris, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, 
George Jaffe, veteran burlesque 
impresario, who recently disposed of 
his Variety to Izzy Hirst and Inde- 


pendent wheel, is set to make an- 
other stab at show business, but 
this time with vaude and pictures. 
He’s just leased old Harris theatre 
on Diamond street and getting it 
into shape to open Feb. 1. 

House, originally keystone of old 
Harris theatrical fortunes, was dis- 
posed of among other Harris hold- 
ing to Warners back in 1929. War- 
ners tried operating it for time, 
both with vaude and straight pic- 
tures, but no dice. Circuit closed 
it couple years ago and it’s been 
shuttered since then. 


Lukas Settles 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Paul Lukas settled for $75 last 
week a $500 damage suit brought 
against him by Jack Marvin, local 
actor, who claimed Lukas fired him 
the first day after hiring him at $75 
per week to appear in Lukas’. skit 
at the Michigan last week and in 
Cleveland this week. 

‘Lukas declared that Marvin, who 
appeared on stage as a butler, ‘for- 
got his two lines.’ 


REVELERS FOR PAR 


The Revelers, radio quartet, 
into vaude again. 

Open for Paramount at the Met- 
ropolitan, Boston, week of Feb. 7. 














go 





‘Please May. 


English Vaude's Code of Honor, 
I Steal Your Act?” 





London, Jan. 5. 
There seems to be a greater sense 
of comradeship between the local 
vaudevillians and the American im- 
portations. 





Formerly, as soon as an act came 
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All Chicago Newspapers 


SECOND WEEK 


110,912 People Jammed the Theatre 
| To Prove 


RED HODGSON 


The Biggest Box Office Attraction in Five Years 


Originator, Creator and Writer of 


“THE MUSIC GOES ROUND AND AROUND” 


WANTS TO THANK 


Veloz and Yolanda 
for the honor they bestowed upon 
me—dedicating a Dance to my 


song. 
And to % 


My Many Well Wishers—All Managers and Bookers—For Their Kind Offers 
Held Over CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 


Personal Management 


AL BORDE 


54 W. Randolph Street 


OVER 





CHICAGO 


with something new, acts flocked to 
the Palladium or Holborn Empire 
to study every bit of business. Re- 
sult was a flock of duplicates, some 
better and some worse—mostly 
“worse, 

Nowadays, the would-be copyists 
actually call on the acts, introduce 
themselves, and ask to be allowed 
to ‘copy’ the act. Their alibi is gen- 
erally that the act will be copped 
anyway, so they might as well be 
first in the field. 

The Four Franks, for instance, 
have actually been approached by 
would-be stealers for the music that 
accompanies their comedy business. 
When told this was specially written, 
they expressed surprise that Papa 
Franks would not part with the 
music, 

Another act came to Joe Jackson 
and told him they had his act down 
pat with the exception of the sliding 
shoes. Wasteatt tees where they 
could purchase a pair. 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl, who was 
brought over as a special attraction 
for the Drury Lane theatre panto- 
mime, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk,’ fol- 
lowing everything on the bill, found 
to his*dismay that some of his 
original bits had already been lifted 
by Douglas Wakefield and Billy Nel- 
son, two local comics, and they were 
in the same pantomime, and doing 
his stuff ahead of him. Wahl had.to 
change his act around a few min- 
utes before going on, to protect him- 
self. 

Tops of the whole bunch is an 
English boy named Al Burnett. He 
went to America and has just re- 
turned. . His tag line now is ‘The 
Bad Boy from a Good Family,’ 
which has been used by Phil Baker 
for a decade. His other bits are 
traceable to Lou Holtz, Ted Healy, 
Bob Hope, Ken Murray, and Milton 
Berle. Lad is getting a lot of work. 
With such a galaxy of materia] he 
should. 





BEMISES IN L. A. PAR 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14, 
Billy and Beverly Bemis have 
been set for the Paramount thea- 
tre week of Jan. 23. They double 
from Seville club. 
Herman Timberg opens at theatre 











Jan, 16, 


a oe 





Burns and Allen’s unit plays 
Loew's State on Broadway the 
week of Jan. 24 in place of the pro- 
‘posed Sophie Tucker-Belle Baker 
combination show. Latter was can- 
celled when Miss Baker, now in 
Miami, claimed illness. Miss Tucker 
would not accept a postponement 
because of previous commitment to 
open at the Hollywood Country 
Club, Miami, Feb. 6. 

B. & A. play Boston next week 
(17) prior to the State. They’re 
due at the Paramount studio in 
Hollywood March 1, and won't ac- 
cept any more eastern dates after 
the State, but may play San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles in February. 
State salary will be $10,000 net. 

At the Chicago, Chicago, last week 
the B. & A. unit grossed $50,100, 
which gave it a $1,500 share of the 
split figure, in addition to its $10,000 
guarantee. Instead of pocketing the 
extra money, the name team spread 
it around the show, giving each of 
the supporting acts $100 extra. Wil- 
liam Morris office, which books the 
show, relinquished its share of com- 
missions on the extra money, 

Besides Burns and Allen, unit's 
cast holds Ben Blue, Stone and Ver- 
non, Cardini, Gene Marvey and Jack 
Renard. . 


Newark Mosque 


Has Close Shave; 
Money Troubles 


Money troubles threatened to 
stymie John L. McCurdy and Henry 
(NVA) Chesterfield’s combination 
vaudeville-film-dancing policy try 
at the Mosque theatre-ballroom yes- 
terday (Tuesday), with the house 
opening after schedule and Fanchon 
& Marco’s booking office notifying 
the management that the new Dill 
slated to open today (Wednesday) 
will not be delivered unless at least 
half a week’s salary for all the acts 
is put up in the advance, Yester- 
day evening, at last reports, the 
operators were endeavoring to ob- 
tain additional financial backing in 
order to keep the project going. 

Yesterday’s first show was de- 
layed until 8 p.m., at which time 
the doors were “pened with the 
union crew in the pit and backstage, 
along with the vaudeville acts and 
the Tom Dorsey band in the ball- 
room agreeing to take their chances 
on the inal day's gross. House had 
managed to pay off almost in full 
up to Monday night (13). 

Acts on the show, headlined by 
Estelle Taylor, and all booked by 
F. & M. with exception of the head- 
liner, were Sid Marion and Olive 
Sibley, Keith Clarke, Pat Henning, 
and Variety Gambols (7). Roger 
Wolfe Kahn’s band was to have 
opened in the ballroom today. 

Mosque opened Christmas Day 
with its stage shows and indepen- 
dent films, plus the free hoofing at 
40c. top, later raised to 55c. It had 
a profitable $18,000 first week, but 
fell off thereafter, 

Pending adjustment by McCurdy 
and Chesterfield one way or the 
other, the Prudential Life Insurance 
Co., which controls the house, is 
letting the occupants stay rent-free, 
from accounts, 


More B.&K. Names 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 

Lou Lipstone, Balaban & Kats 
booking chief, set additional names 
for the circuit’s loop houses last 
week, dating .personals for Ricardo 
Cortez at the Chicago March 6, and 
Ted Lewis’ band at the same house 
March 20. 

Brings back Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon to the loop for a week at the 
Oriental Jan. 24, 


Hostesses Out 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 

A ban against hostegses in Erie 
County restaurants was issued by 
the Erie County ABC Board this 
week, 

Hundreds of drinkeries through 
the county will be affected by the 
ruling and by the Board's edict that 
no women afe to be employed as 
waitresses after 10 o'clock at night. 
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RKO Staging $11,000 Sketchbook’ Unit, 
Paying Carroll $2250 Weekly Royalty 





+ 
RKO last week bought the rights 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Sketchbook,’ 
which lasted six months on Broad- 
way last year, and is practically 
ucing a condensed version of 
the revue for a guaranteed two 
weeks and options for 10 more in its 
own theatres. Circuit's booking of- 
fice is reported paying Carroll $2,250 
for each week it used ‘Sketchbook,’ 
the money going for the rights to 
the title, material, songs, costumes 
and scenery. 

RKO will charge the $2,250 
against the show in each theatre 
it plays, taking it out of the $10,- 
000 to $11,000 net ‘Sketchbook’ will 
cost each house. Theatres will also 
have to pay the Simon Agency, 
which agented the deal, its 5% 
commission. 

“Condensed ‘Sketchbook,’ with Ken 
Murray topping a cast of around 40 
people, opens at Keith's, Boston, to- 
morrow (Thursday) and then goes 
to the Palace, Cleveland. Show was 
the idea of Charles Koerner, RKO’'s 
New England divisional manager. 
Besides Murray, cast includes Mil- 
ton Charleston, Sybil Bowhan, Sas- 
safras, Dale Winthrop, Betty Brite, 
and 25 girls. 

Besides ‘Sketchbook,’ RKO last 
week also set Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ 
but this is a direct buy as a Car- 
roll production at $10,000 net. Opens 
at Milton Feld’s Indiana, Indianap- 
olis, Friday (17), then goes to 
RKO's Downtown, Detroit, Jan. 24. 
Will get further time from the cir- 
cuit in the midwest, including Ak- 
ron and Youngstown. 

-This show contains 50 people, 
with Billy House, Buster West and 
Lucille Page as toppers. There's 
28 girls with this condensed ver- 
sion, ‘Vanities’ playing its last date 
as a full-size revue at the Cass, 
Detroit, where it wound up a two 
weeks’ stay Saturday (11). 

Another outside attraction set by 
RKO is the floor show out of the 
Mayfair Casino, Cleveland, which 
opens at the Palace in that town 
Friday (17), and Eddie Duchin’s 
orchestra, which opens June 4 in 
Boston and then plays Cleveland, 
Chicago and Detroit. 

Mayfair show, without names, ifs 
getting $5,500 net, while Duchin 
will get $8,500 net weekly. Simon 


‘Sketchbook’ will be RKO’s first 
unit production effort for its own 
theatres in about four years. 





Kemp’s Ork to Follow 
Casa Loma at Par, N. Y. 


Hal Kemp's orchestra and the 
Yacht Club Boys have been booked 
for the Paramount, N. Y., to open 
either Friday (17), or Jan. 24 with 





pends on whether ‘Rose of Rancho,’ 
current, will be held an extra week. 
Kempt-Yacht Club Boys show goes 
in at $8,000. 

Also booked for the Par for some 
date in March is Fred Waring's or- 
chestra. Figure {x reported $10,000 
instead of the $12,500 originally 
asked by Waring last fall when 
house was planning to go into a 
Stage show policy. 


Kavanaugh in ‘Follies,’ 
His Contract’ Settled 








Stan Kavanaugh, comedy juggler 
Who had accepted a two week 
settlement from the Schuberts on an 
unfulfilled run-of-play contract in 
an unnamed musical this season, 
now has agreed to drop the matter 
to go into the Shuberts’ 


‘Ziegfeld 
Follies,’ " 
Kavanaugh, who's currently at the 
Fox, 


: Detroit, joins ‘Follies’ in Phil- 
adelphia Friday (17). Revue opened 
there yesterday (Tuesday). Settle- 





Harry Carroll Stricken 


Harry Carroll was rushed to Mt. 
Sinai hospital, N. Y., last week, suf- 
fering from a ruptured bladder. He 
was reported Monday (13) to be 
resting comfortably. 

He had been working on the new 
tunes for the Palladium (old Casino 
de Paree) vaude-nitery show, N. Y., 
when stricken. Eis collaborator, 
Mitchell Parrish, completed the 
lyrics, 


NON-BOWES AM 
BOBS UP AS PRO 


—— 








Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Jack Baker, nee Jimmy O'Day, 
professional radio singer, was 
yanked after the second perform- 
ance of his opening date at the 
Michigan Theatre last week-end 
with Bowes Unit Number Four. 
Major Bowes was quoted as ‘dis- 
tressed’ that any member of one of 
his units should be discovered by 
the world at large not to be an 
amateur. Matter received prom- 
inent space in two local newspapers, 
the Times and the News. 

Following the gesture of yanking 
Baker from association with simon 
pures he returned the next day ap- 
pearing at the Michigan as a singer 
with the orchestra but segregated 
from the children of destiny discov- 
ered by Major Bowes. 

Under his original billing as 
Jimmy O’Day the singer appeared 
on WJBK and was sponsored by 
Kroger Grocery. 


Fan Dance Ruckus 
Nixes Minn.’s Entire 
WPA Relief Project 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

Because of the Ruby Bae incident 
and the ‘unfavorable publicity’ re- 
sulting from it, the WPA has de- 
cided to drop te? entire Minnesota 
Federal theatre project No. 1. | 

The trouble commenced witi_ the 
engagement for one of the CCC 
camp shows of Miss Bae, fan 
dancer, whose performance had 
caused a raid on a local nitery a 
short time ago. In the CCC show 
she was to have done her ‘fan 
dance’ wearing a full-length gown. 

Along with WPA’s announcement 
of the show's project’s abandon- 
ment came the resignation of Prof. 
A. Dale Riley, of the U. of M.'s dra- 
matic department, as state adminis- 
trator of the relicf theatre setup. 
WPA officiais said that people al- 
ready engaged and organized into 
road units will be transferred to 
other federal work. 


Shilling Case Postponed 


Trial of Bill Shilling, New York 
agent, on charges of operating an 
unlicensed employment agency, was 
again postponed in Special Sessions 
last Thursday ()9). New date is 
Jan. 30. 

Shilling matter will probably not 
come up in court until the new 
licensing legislation agreed upon by 
the agents’ associations and Com- 
missioner Paul Moss is passed upon 
by the city’s Board of Aldermen. 














Penner Unit Asks $9,000 


Joe Penner, whose last vaude sal- 


centage, is being offered in a unit 
to the booking offices in New York 
at $9,000 net. 
under 





ment was effected by I. Robert 
Broder, attorney for Kavanaugh. 
after the latter demanded that the 
©ontract be fulfilled. 


on the Coast, 
Parameunt ; 

No staze bookings for the unit 
huve been set so far. 


ary solo was $10,090 pilus a per- | 


Penner is currently , Spitz, 
contract to} 
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SiS0-DAY UNITS. 
AND WHAT JUMPS 


Actors Double in Brass, 
' Pump Tires and Drive the 


Truck—5 Nights Out of 13 
In Bed — It Takes Nerve 


7 oe 


$60 HEADLINERS 


re 


By Barney Oldfield 
Lincoln, Jan. 14. 
New hinterland vaudeville, the 
unit. variety, has taken over this 
town as one of its key spots. Five 
years ago Lincoln was among the 
last of the two-a-day stands; today 
it is sometimes a last stand. Five 
years ago the weekly stage show 
scale was in the neighborhood of 
$2,300; today it’s about $220 a day. 
Normally a three-day stop, the Or- 
pheum here is now the focal point 
of units venturing west across the 
Mississippi, and the price for 18 to 





Commercial Bally 


Shows Open 


Big Outlet for Acts and Bands: 
Long Routes, but Short Jumps 





That Vode Touch 





With the cruise biz now an 
integral part of variety book- 
ing, George Beatty reports the 
Mauretania is changing to a 
split-week. 


MOSS MYSTERY 
AGENT CONFAB 


Three agents whose names Li- 
cens Commissioner Paul Moss 
would not divulge, late last week 
é'-cuccted with him the proposed 

















22 people is $135 per day net 
Once considered a breach of *f:- 
quette and a bad rep to have dr:_ws 


ished were uncommon. Now it’s al- 
most common practice for the unit 
manager to wire ahead for money 
to get him out of the town he’s in, 
in order to make the next date. 
Once, too, an act would beef at the 
thought of more than 200 miles in 
one jump, but today it’s a relief 
anywhere under 500 miles. Once 
by pullman, they now draw straws 
to see who has to drive the truck. 
One guy in each car is assigned to 
keep a sleepy eye on the road map 
and lay the course. 

Those unit managers who are 
striving to make money plan their 
shows with a salary list of between 


$90 and $100 daily. Sold by the 
booking office for $1 But $15 com- 
mish is deducted, leaving him be- 


twen $34, and $45 to put in his 
pocket in lieu of future percentage 
dates and to keep gas, oil and tires 
upon three to five cars used in trans- 
porting the opus. Some managers 
pay the salary for every day played, 
whether the date is percentage or 
not, but they are the exception. 
Usually the acts take their losses, 
too. 
Although towns booked on the cir- 
cuit may be close together, the route 
is seldom played that way. Jumps 
are from the farthest town to the 
farthest town, sometimes with a day 
off, but frequently overnight to a 
2:30 p. m. mat, a one-day stand, 
whence the process is repeated when 
night comes again. For this reason 
hotel bills are seldom figured as 
much expense. A picture of this is 
seen in a unit manager's statement 
here recently that he’d been out 
(Continued on page 62) 


on the b.o. before the date was fin- | 


, new legis'atien for licensing of all 


New York's *trical reps. Re- 
port ie the’ sey objected to li- 
censing .4 employment agencies 


under any kind of a law, old or 
new. 

According to Moss, opinions of 
the three agents on the matter were 
mixed. Moss asked them to study 
the proposed legislation further and 
see him again after they’ve given 
the matter more _ thought. 
Commissioner added that all three 
‘reps were at the meeting a couple 
of months ago of the Loew, RKO 
and Independent agents’ associa- 
tions when the new law was okayed 
for submission to the N. Y. Board 
of Aldermen. 

New legislation was proposed by 
Moss after the agents, as a body, 
claimed that they would not accept 
licensing without corrt battles 
under the existing General Business 
Law. Separate statute for agenis 
only is scheduled to go before the 
Aldermen in a few weeks. 


WARFIELD DROPS SHOWS 
AND 60 EMPLOYEES 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Between 60 and 70 people, rep- 
resenting stagehands, musicians, 
performers, ushers, etc., will be 
clipped from the Warfield theatre 
payroll Thursday (16) when the 
house drops stage shows for a 
straight picture policy. 
Theatre has been the No, 1 stage 
show house on the Coast, consis- 
tently playing the most expensive 
talent available. 

















Reports of an impending shake- 
up in personnel of the RKO vaude- 
ville booking office were spiked 
yesterday (Monday) by Nate Blum- 
berg who, in the absence of Major 
| Leslie Thompson, who is ill, de- 
|clared that no changes are con- 
templated. It had been reported that 





the present RKO booking staff, 
}consisting of Bill Howard and} 
{Danny Freundlich, would be 


| changed, along with the bringing in 
lof an outsider to head the depart- 
ment. 

The rumors were to the effect that 
| the new RKO president, Leo Spitz, 
had ordered the booking office reor- 
! ganization. According to Blumberg, 
'any changes would not be up to 
but up to Herbert Bayard 
Swope, who, as chairman of the 


Rumored RKO Booking Office Changes 
Denied by Blumberg; Up to Swope 





Hilton Sis. Find Selves 
In Red, Quit $135 Dates 


Lincoln, Jan. 14. 

Hilton Sisters (Siamese) Revue, 
20-people unit, cancelled its Wilbur 
Cushman circuit bookings, as all 
units on that time net is $135 per 
| day. 

Show had a home-office, company 
manager and advance man, result 








being that there was no money left 


| for the talent. 





COWAN’S BOWES 0. 0. 


| Rubey Cowan of NBC'ec artist 
| bureau left for the Coast Sunday 
(12). 





board of Keith-Albee-Orpheum, is 
the top executive over the booking 


Trip is chiefly to straighten out 
bookings of Bowes’ amateur units 


office, which is a K-A-O subsidiary.on Coast. 


The 





Chicago, Jan. 14. 
As ad bally goes more and more 
show biz, performers are finding 
themselves suddenly with longer 
routes than they’ve known in years. 
Several nite club units on tour 
under liquor company sponsorship 
have put in more than a year of 
consecutive work; several units for 
commercial and mercantile organi- 
zations have been out for six and 
seven months. 
It's a sure envelope every 
week whether or not tke show 
itself makes money since the com- 
mercial bally pays the bills, easy 
jumps within the distribution area 
of the company and, what’s most 
important, a long route. 
Latest company going for this 
type of commercial ad bally is Ford, 
which has swung over in a large 
way to show biz since that company 
got its feet wet in the radio end of 
the profesh. Firm has now signa- 
tured Jose Manzanares and South 
American band for a long tour of 
the Ford key cities. 


By the Year 


Besides hitting the ether each 
week for a 30-minute plug every 
Sunday, the band will be on ex- 
hibition. at Ford shewrooms in the 
key centers of the country. Orches- 
tra is now playing the Ford show- 
rooms in the Drake hotel and is 
routed for a consecutive tour of four 
months already. Orchestra members 
all belong to the Los Angeles Mu- 
sicians Union. ° 

Other companies which have re- 
cently jumped into this field of show 
biz are Standard Oil of New York, 
Standard Oil of Indiana, Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Stores, Hormel Packing, 
Green River Beverage, Schenley’s 
Liquor Company, Marshall Field & 
Co. Schenley’s went on the nut in a 
big way for a ‘Night of Champions’ 
show at the Coliseum here, even 
bringing in fistic chief James J. 
Braddock to make an appearance. 
In this show Schenley’s made its 
appeal strictly to the male element 
of the population, but is now ready- 
ing a new theatrical enterprize 
which wili grab off the femme audi- 
ence. 

Ad bally of this sort has crept into 
the regular legit, vaude and pictures 
with much pro and con comment. 
‘Bride Comes Home’ (Par) drew 
plenty of adverse comment in Chi- 
cago and around the midwest be- 
cause of its long flash for Conoco 
gasoline in a scene at a gas station. 
Both Schenley’s and Pabst beer 
have worked out tie-ins for plugs in 
two legit shows. 

And as far as vaude is concerned 
it’s become the rare radio enter- 
tainer who fails to mention the 
sponsor when making a personal ap- 
pearance. Ben Bernie had a huge 
picture of a can of Pabst Malt as 
his backdrop when playing here; 
Burns & Allen mention Campbell's 
Soup on their personal appearance 
dates in theatres. Even radio sta- 
tions have gone for this type of 
stage bally, the latest in this terri- 
tory being radio station WBBM, 
which is backing, with plugging on 
its transmitter, a vaude unit tagged 
‘Around the Town With WBBM.’ 


Howard on Unit Hunt 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Bill Howard, RKO eastern vaude 
booker, dropped into town on one 
of his periodical urit-ogling visits. 
Took a gander at the Veloz and 
Yolanda unit at the Chicago ‘Cocoa- 
nut Grove Revels,’ and stopped off 
in Dayton for a look at ‘Bring on the 
Dames.’ 








ROBOT BOOKED 


The Robot turn brought over from 
England recently by parties outside 
of show business as a possible at- 
i traction on this side, opens at the 

Mosque, Newark, today (Wednes- 
je for six days. 





It's the automaton’'s first regular 
vaude date on this side. 
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ACTS 





RED HODGSON 
Comedy Singing 
5 Mins.; One 

Chicago, Chicago 

Cinch attraction right now, from 
the angle of the click of Hodgson’s 
novelty tune, ‘Music Goes 'Round 
and Around.’ Hodgson as a per- 
sonal appearance magnet is as big 
as the song, as was evidenced by 
his reception on the mere mention 
of the song here and the way he 
brought a flat halt to the show after 
he had concluded his act. 

Hodgson is a performer wise to 
the audience, having had plenty of 
experience in vaude and with the 
Earl Burtnett orchestra. Holding 
his act to five minutes here, he de- 
livered five minutes of good com- 
edy. He enters and goes right into 
the song, but-is stopped by the or- 
chestra leader, who tells him to 
stand aside while the band plays 
the tune. Leader gives him an 
orange, which he tears apart and 
stuffs into his mouth, rind and all. 
When his mouth is stuffed, the or- 
chestra leader asked him to go into 
his song. 

Hodgson gets rid of the orange 
without being particularly notice- 
able, and then, with a French horn, 
sings ‘Music’ with appropriate ex- 
planatory gestures. Ties up the 
show, and then into an encore with 
the audience asked to join in. 

Gold. 


RAY, PRINCE & CLARK 
Songs, Cimedy, Dancing 
14 mins.; One 

G. 0. H., N.Y. 


Three lads, dressed in tails, go 
through a routine of songs, bur- 
lesques, tapping and ad-libbing of 
the type prevalent in the smaller 
52nd St. nighteries. 

Open with the ad-libbing, which 
is faintly reminiscent of the in- 
nocuous pleasantries of the erst- 
while ‘Thtee Doctors’ of. radio. 
Thence they wander into a burlesque 
of a trinle-header fan dance (with 
pieces of hewspapers for fans) 
which represents the best laugh- 
getter of the lot. Conclude with 
‘Music Goes Round and Round’ and 
a deal of so-so tapping. 

Material only mildly effective, but 
the lads make a good attempt at 
selling what they have to sell. Run- 
ning time pretty long and the act 
needs tightening. 

Spotted here in the trey. 


STUART 1... FER 


RICHARD 
Just Completed 14-Week Tour, RKO 
. Theatres 














CLAIRE 


Address ; 
South Highland Ave., Nyack, N. Y. 
Phone Nyack 366 














PAULINE COOKE 
Presents 
‘JOHNNY PERKINS 
MATTISON RHYTHMS 
This Week Lyric, Indianapolis 
“COOKE & O. L. OZ” 














——— 





BUY DOROTHEA ANTEL 
Invalid Actress, Famous Christmas 
Cards. 21 Original and Exclusive De- 
signs, One Dollar. Agents Wanted to 
Sell a Liberal Commission. Call 
or a 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd Street, New York City 














PAUL DUKE 


PRESTIDIGITATOR 
NOW APPEARING 
IN EUROPE 


London . New York 
FOSTER AGENCY DICK SBENRY 


ELTON RICH REVELS (5) 
Dancing 

10 mins.; Full 

G. O.H., N.Y. 


Opens straight but into comedy 
after the preliminary motions. Tim- 
ing fair, and the burlesque, making 
a passable bid for laughs, holds 
things together via a madcap pace. 
Spotted here as closer but would 
serve equally well at either end of 
a bill. 

Ensemble is composed of three 
lads, attired in tails, plus two 
blondes. After taking the stage 
with a routine tap number, two of 
the boys and the smaller of the 
blondes proceed into a caricature 
of an adagio dance. This number 
starts out slowly, but gradually 
evolves into such strenuous clown- 
ing that a dummy has to be in- 
serted for the blonde. A dizzy series 
of cartwheels by the other blonde 
paves the way for this portion of 
the routine. ' 

Fourth lad tops it off with a short 
acrobatic tap which is woven 
around one showy contoriion trick. 


BILLY AMES 


Imitations 

8 mins.; One 

G. O. H., N. Y. 

Ames’ takeoffs, numbering half a 
dozen, are of well known radio char- 
acters—Winchell, Father Coughlin, 
Roy Atwell, Al Smith and Durante. 
Delivers them through a mike, im- 
itating only the voice in the first 
four instances. In the case of Smith 
and Durante he adds makeup to 
complete the characterization. 
‘Material appears to be fairly au- 
thentic excerpts from the speeches, 
scripts, etc., of the personnages in 
question. Rattles this stuff off with 
fidelity. Good reception here. Fails 
to build himself up between num- 
bers, however, the chatter being a 
bit saggy in these spots. 

Spotted in the deuce on a four- 
part bill at this 23rd St. house. 





ALLEN, EDWARDS AND REIS 


Comedy, Dancing 
12 Mins.; One 
G. oO. H., . e 
Mixed trio in one of those chat- 
tery acts that starts off like water 
dripping from a faucet, but picks up 
momentum before allotted time ex- 
pires. Lyrics of a comedy song put 
it over, not the singing of male duo. 
In the dancing department every- 
thing is soft shoe, and not too im- 
pressive, although smooth. High- 
light is interpolation of a ‘strange 
interlude’ sequence wherein the trio 
act their thoughts, which culmi- 
nates in rough house tactics all 
around. Got some laughs and a 
heavy hand when departing. 





CHRYSIS DE LA GRANGE 
Aerialist ; 
10 Mins. 
Fox, Detroit 
Put into the Fox, which has a 
very high ceiling, by MCA as a test, 
this sturdy Parisian lass proves she 
can stand four-a-day on the ropes 
and still give her best. 
‘ Climbing a rope hanging out over 
pit, she cuts numerous ‘impossible’ 
capers, hanging from both foot and 
hand, and ending with a whirl. 
Ascends fully clothed and strips to 
tights. 





Not billed in house's ads, but 
given big play by local critics. 
JIM WONG TROUPE (5) 
Acrobatic 
8 Mins.; Three 
G. oO. H., N. Y. 

This collection of pretzel;bending 
Orientals display remarkab physi- 


cal elasticity. Their nimbleness and 
wiry strength leaves audience gasp- 
ing. Each is a No. 1 twister, Feats 
seen are by no mean banal. 
Outstander is a tap dance by one 
boy standing on a single gam with 
its mate wrapped around his back. 
Contortions during plate twirling on 
bamboo rods are also neatly ex- 











ecuted. 














HEADLINING 


The Nation's Leading Vaudeville Theatre 
LOEW’S STATE - NEW YORK (This Week, Jan. 10) ~ 
: The Queen of Hi-De-Ho 


LANCHE 
‘CALLOWAY 


and HER ORCHESTRA 


Thanks to Marvin Schenck — Sidney Piermont and Matty Rosen 
Exclusive Management: HARRY D. SQUIRES | 





Unit Fieview 
FADS AND FANCIES 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Jan. 10. 

Nowhere on the Wilbur Cushman 
time is there a man who can make 
a good girl show with as few 
femmes as can Ed Gardner. ‘Fads 
and Fancies’ is his No. 2 opus, bet- 
ter than his ‘Sirens in Satin.’ His 
‘Passing Parade’ is soon to come in 
here and a fourth is in process of 
formation at this time. In ‘Fdds’ 
Gardner has the best set of dolls 
seen yet in this grade of unit, and 
there’s a string of novelty turns to 
round it out for any audience. 
Wardrobe is good, likewise the 
musical background, Jimmy Read’s 
42a Streeters. Sets aré okay. Though 
carrying only five girls, ‘Fads’ 
stretches them out. There isn’t a 
chorus routine in the entire layout: 
Introduction is via dance special- 
ties; Jeanne Dore, a Spanish num- 
ber; Cleo Coree, on toe; Myla Car- 
roll, hula; and Dean and Dale, who 
are hot on trumpet and sax, and 
do a little flash terp. All this hap- 
pens with Read fronting the .band 
and changing instruments and pace 
alike to new femme entrants. 
First novelty turn is the Gabby 
Bros., who juggle. Start with a se- 
ries of hat tricks and to the in- 
evitable Indian clubs, which they 
wield in fine fashion. Dean and 
Dale in their musical sequence and 
Myla Carroll, in a near nude veil 
flutter, are repeats, then emsee 
Tommy Seymour sings for some 
laughs. 
Miss Coree, snappy acrobatic 
dancer, is strong in the next spot, 
her stunts showing finish and grace. 
Then a band number which features 
Read at the electric guitar, a musi- 
cal innovation which should be a 
strong punch for this time. Got a 
fine hand on it here. The best of 
the novelties on the ‘Fads’ routine is 
Harry Sykes, cyclist. He is a semi- 
comic peddler, with some difficult 
work. Rated the mitts, and clears 
the way for Jeanne Dore in a hot- 
cha step or two. She’s a comely 
brunet with plenty of sparkle. 

Tom Gabby of the brothers brings 
out a pvp for a few tricks, all good, 
and the headline act, South and 
Bell, blackface, is one of the few 
of its kind to make an impression 
here in the past two seasons. Gags 
went over and the applause was 
good. Several bits of material blue. 
Normal act in this spot is Murdock 
and Mayo, out because the former 
threw a muscle in his leg. Is to go 
back in after this date. 
‘Fads’ is a first rank unit on this 
circuit. At any rate, if the bill- 
boards say ‘beauties’ they won’t be 
lying, which is something to think 
about when exploiting. 

Timed at barely short of 50 min- 
utes. Barney. 


15 YEARS AG@ 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Olympic, down on 14th street, re- 
vived Amateur Night and helped 
|biz. Pro-amateurs in those days, 
too, 





Comparison of theatre costs over 
1918-'19 showed a big up in two 
years. Railroad fares were up 70% 
and costumes 250 to 300%. Salary 
increases from 65 to 250% and 
trucking cost three times as much 
as two years before. Extra stage 
hands up from $1.25 night to $3.50 
out on *he road and everything else 
in proportion, 





George Tyler offered to guarantee 
$100,000 gross on a production of 
‘Erminie’ with Francis Wilson and 
De Wolf Hopper. 





Shuberts finally decided to lay off 
j vaudeville, at least for a_ time. 
Loaded up with heavy contracts and 
looking for an out: 





Dime museum was netting $2,000 
a week in Phila., but it didn’t hold 
the pace. In the old Bingham hotel 
building. 





Loew theatre in Nashville permit- 





ted the public backstage during per- 
formances. Commercial hook-up 
i with a store. 





Sells Floto show passed from 
ownership of Denver Post owners 
up to Muggivan-Ballard interests. 
Tammen & Bonfils were tired of 
show biz. 





Acts were playing the Keith time 
without definite salary until value 
{of act could be appraised. If one 
rated more pay it got the arrearage. 








Yiddish stage was in a slump with 
only about one fourth of the actors 
working. 





Vaudeville Managers Protective 
Association issuing labels for theat- 
rical baggage. To insure special at- 





eo 





smashers didn't believe in signs. 





Picture producers announced ’real 
plays’ would supplant the ‘mush’ to 
which the public was objectins, 





Famous Players opened its Long 
Island studios. Carried a $650,000 
mortgare, 





Famous Players in a reciprocal 
agreement with UFA following sen- 
sational success of ‘Passion.’ Never 
very important. 





Clipper reported 163 shows in N. 
Y. in 1920. Of these 115 were 
dramas and 59 were comedy or 
farce. There were 24 musicals. In 
all about $5,000,000 had been in- 
vested. 50 of the total were flops. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Ciipper) 








James Owen O’Connor, who some- 
times played Shakespeare behind a 
net, was starting out. Advertised he 
paid half salary during rehearsal. 
Took half his ad space to reproduce 
a letter telling him the mantle of 
the late John McCullough had fallen 
on his shculders. It didn’t fit. 





Blondin, the ropewalker, adver- 
tised from London for a backer for 
a farewell American tour. Using his 
own name of Jean Francois Grave- 
let. 





In London, Can., the local man- 
ager was pinched for distributing 
allegedly indecent picture cards for 
a variety show. Merchants who dis- 
played posters also received sum- 
monses., 





Man suing the Lyceum, Chicago, 
wanted $10,000 because they ran him 
to the police station when he kicked 
at not being given the reserved seat 
he had purchased, 





Modjeska opened at the Star to a 
big welcome, but thew did not care 
for her leading man, i. H. Vander- 
felt, specially imported from Eng- 
land. 





Musical Union in N. Y. wanted to 
fire Theodore Thomas and his or- 
chestra .of 60 because he had a 
foreign oboist. He and his band had 
previously been fined on the same 
account, 





Jack Dempsey (the original 
fighter °f that name,) joined the 





tention from the railroads. Baggage 





a 


Wednesday, January 15, 1936 











a 


ranks of statue posers. Headlining 
in the museums. 








Dramatic co. was building busi- 
ness with giveaways. Holders of 
downstair seats had a chance to get 
a gold watch or a pair of diamond 
earrings. Balcony people had a sil- 
ver watch hung up. Nothing for the 
gallery. 





Washington, Ark., opened a new 
400 seat theatre. Railroads ran ex- 
cursions at one-fourth the regular 
rates. The manager, who also ran 
the chief saloon, fed the audience 
of 450 after the show and welcomed 
the company on its arrival with a 
brass band. Regular red letter 
affair. : 

Boston dime museum gagged that 
its lioness was sick and being 
treated by a vet. Made an act of 
the daily administration of the 
medicine. Drew crowds. 





Denman Thompson was readying 
his ‘The Old Homestead.’ To open 
before the season ended f.* a tryout. 


Saranac Lake 


By Chris Hagedorn 








Joe (Paramount) Parker up for 
wo meals a day in dining-room. 

The winter season is on for muse 
taches at the Lodge—Fred Rith, 
Armand Mon Milton Pollack, 
Max Pfeffer, Fred Bachman and 
Harry Gordon going in for the spin- 
ach. _ 

Eddie (Shuffle) Ross,-one of the 
Four Carltons, hit another birthday 
last week. 4 

We were all happy to Know that 
Harry Livingstone was discharged 
from the Polyclinic hospital, N. Y., 
last week. Harry, one of the Cap- 
itol theatre stage crew, put in our 
stage equipment here. 

Bert Ford (Ford and Price) laid 
up at 28 Church street with a broken 
ankle received while skating. 

Mr. Herman Levine paying an-« 
other visit to the Lodge this week. 

Dr. Karl Fischel back from New 
York. 

Betty Huntington back to school 
to finish her shorthand and typing 
course. 

Milton Pollack and Joe Dabrowski 
both back from visiting their fam- 
ilies during the holidays. 

. Mrs. Mae Griffo moved entire 
household to a new and larger 
house, 

Write to those you know 
Saranac. 
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VARIETY 











| Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (JAN. 17) 
THIS WEEK (JAN. 10) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inaicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week 








RKO 











igs Sours 


Slee by seveaieas 


‘YORK CITY 
NEW a oferson 
iat half (17-19) 
» Carver Co 
Fred Lightner 
Grace ge 
o to 
(TW RROOKLYN 
Tilyou 
ist half (17-20) 
Lang & Squires 
(Others to fill) 
ALBANY 


Keith’s 

jet half (17-20) 
Mangean ania 
Local Ac 
Lang & Smeck Co 
Teddy Bergman 
Mills & Martin 

2a half (14-16) 
Jackson Boys 
Earle Lavere 


oss & Edwards 
qaalr & Richards 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (16) 
Earl —* co 
( 


Megley Dancers 
Nonchalants 
Armida 
Zoe Morrison 
Hollywood Secrets 
HICAGO 
Palace (17) 
Ted Adair Co 
Fred Sanborne 
Jane Froman 
Slate Bros 
(16) 


6 Reillys 
Ada Brown 
Weaver Bros 
CINCINNATI 
Palace (17) 
Hollywood Secrets 
(10) 


DeCardos 

Clyde Hager 

Arren & Broderick 
Wayne King Ore 


‘Paul 





CLEVELAND 
Palace (17) 
Mayfair Casino 
Lamberti 
(10) 


Ted Adair Co 
Frank Gaby 
Paul Lukas Co 
Jane Froman 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 

DETROIT 
(17) 


—_ 


Fox 
DeCardos 
Arren & Broderick 
Wayne King Orc 
Bliss Lewis & Ash 

(10) 


H' wood Rest’r’t Rev 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (17) 

Major = Co 

1 


Ada Leonard Co 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith's (9) 

Int’) Scandals 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (17) 

5 Reillys 

Ryan & Dell 

Joe Morrison 

Frank Gaby 

Mangean Int'l 

(9) 


Sydell Co 
Irene Vermillion Co 
Hickey Bros 

SCHENECTADY 

Keith's 

ist half (16-18) 
Allen & Kent 
Sully & Thomas 
Gypsy Nina 
Cass Mack O & T 
Schictl’s Co 

TROY 
Keith’s - 

Ist half (17-20) 
Jackson Boys 
Earle Lavere 
Rae Samuels 
Rio Bros 
Adair &:*Richards 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1501 Broadway, New York 
This Week: Pat Kelly; Jack Delacy 





— —— - 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (17) 


3 Delong Sis 
Frank Conville Co 


Leon Navara Orc 
Chester Fredericks 


BALTIMORE 


Ross & Bennett 
Emil Boreo 
Pierce & C Rev 
BRIDGEPORT 
Majestic (17) 
Marcus Show 
COLUM 
Broad (17) 
Yates Co 





DAYTON 
Loew’s (17) 
Yates Co 
DETROIT 
Fox (17) 
C Beatty’s Lions 
Don Lee & L Rev 
3 Fonzalls 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) . 
Toby Wing 
Lyons & Daniels 
Johnny Perkins 
Ruth Petty 
Geraldine & Joe 
Park & Clifford 
WASHINGTON 
Fex (17) 
Maximo 
Chas Carlile 
Frank Libuse 
Kazanoza & Ter T 





Paramount 





BOSTON 
m (17) 


' Burns & Allen Co 


Chicago (17) 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Boy Foya 

Oriental (17) 
Howard Fine & H 

Southtown (17) 
Olsen & Johnson Co 





DETROIT 
Michigan (17) 

‘1 Hour With You’ 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (17) 

Ina Ray 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (17) 

Blackstone 
SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (17) 

Connie Hot-Choc'l'ts 





Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (17) 

Mayer & Ballet 

Fifi D’Orsay 

Joe Phillips 

Eddie White 


- “ (19) 
Maior Bowes Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 
Perkins & Petty 

Toby Wing 
Daniels & -Lyon 
Geraldine & Joe 
Park & Clifford 


(10) 
Lottie Mayer Co 
Lela Moore 
Eddie White 

3 Sailors 








READING 
Astor (10) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Edison & Louise 

Steve Evans 
Jack Randall Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (17) 
3 Walkmirs 
F Christy Co 
12 Aristocrats 
Cross & Dunn 
Nyra Nash 
(10) 


Phil Spitalny 
Glotia Gilbert 
: YORK 
Strand 

Ist half (16-18) 
Bert Smith U 





Wilbur Cushman 





ABERDEEN 
Capitol 
Ist half (17-18) 
irens in Satin 
hannon Stanley 
Parker & Anderson 
silly Baird 
Tistocra 
Faye Sis ts Dance 
-angdon & Storey 
Leroy & Sharp 
6 Satinettes 
Stanley Myers Ba 
ALBUQUERQUE 


‘imo 
Ist half (18-20) 
Bive Paradise Rey 





DeBarries Birds 
Carvelle Sis 
Carl Thorson 
Less Nichols 
Margie Richman 
Emily Winsette 
Gay & Marcie 
Tony Francesco 
Billy Burt 
Dot Higgins 
Paradise R’yt’'m Bd 
BEAUMONT 
Jefferson 
Ist half (19-21) 
Cavalcade of Lats 
Myles Bell. 
Murand & Firton 


Charlie Brugge 
Evans & Rudie 
Nan Bedini 

Pat Nemo 

Dan & Ann Manos 
Mile Lila 

7 Musical Play Boys 


CEDAR RAPIDS 
State 
Ist half (17-19) 
Cellophane Sc'ndals 
Billy Wade 
Margaret Sis 
Peggy Manning 
Jerry Lynne 
Johnny Special 
Earles 
Harry LaToy 
King Rector 
Lon Beverly 
7 Terry Tarr Girls 
Rh'thm Mani'cs Bd 
DODGE CITY 


ge 
Ist half (19-20) 
Lets Have a Party 
6 Denise Dancers 
Billy Raymond Co 
Carlton Sis 
Frank Sterling 
Ralph Peters 
Evelyn Page 
8 Melody Men 
FARGO 
Fargo 
2a half (20-22) 
Rainbow Rev 
Fiddlers 3 
Herbert Mundin 
Hashi & Osai 
Vince Andrews 
Marlene Sis 
Connie Mitchell 
Jimmy Mack 
Black Panther 
7 Sirens Svne’n’tion 
HIBBING 
State 
2a half (23-24) 
Ritz-Carlet’n BI'nds 
J & Flo McBride 
Armstrongs 
Inez & DeWyn 
Elmer Brown 
Flo Clark 
Lila 
Jackie Jamie & R 
6 Carleton Blondes 
Roof Garden Bd 
HUTCHISON 


Fox 
Ist half (17-18) 
Fads & Fancies 
Gabby Bros 
Murdock & Mayo 
DeLouie & Milo 
Harry Sykes 
Dale & Dean 
Tommy Seymour 
Myra Carol 
Doree & Hayward 
Louise DeLouie 
Jimmy Read 
42nd Streeters Bd 
LS CROSSE 
Majestic 
Ist half (18-19) 
Chicago Follies 
Col Ches Davis 
Henri Neiser 
Skating Swingers 
Bobby Bedford 
Ellison Sis 
Zander & Xandria 
Anita Muth 
Frank Peg Jones 
Ted ‘Herris Bd 
LEWISTON 
Liberty 
2d half (21-23) 
Kit Kat Klub Rev 
3 Payne Bros 
2 Kanazawa Japs 
Barney Star 
Ruth Sue Powell 
Wagner Sis 
Jeanette Lee 
Richardson Sis 
Paul Cholet 
& Kittenettes 
Krazv Kat Rd 
MARSHALLTOWN 
Canitol 
1st half (16-18) 
Town Scandals 
Joe & E Dayton 
St Clair Sis & O'D 
Art Gleason 
Phil Bernard 
Mayfair Sis 
Allyn & Gaudraux 
Joyce Rogers 
Town Criers Ba 
, MINOT 


State 
ist half (19-21) 
Sirens in Satin 
Shannon Stanley 
Parker & Anderson 
Billy Baird 
3 Aristocrats Dance 
Faye Sis 
Langdon & Storey 
Leroy & Sharp 
6 Satinettes 
Stanlev Mvers Bd 
MOLINE 
LeClaire 
2d half (%3-25) 
Chicago Follies 





Col Ches Davis 
Henri Neiser 
Skating Swingers 
Robby Bedford 
Ellison Sis 
Zander & Xandria 
Anita Muth 
Frank Peg Jones 
Ted Harris Bd 
NEWTON 
Rialto 
2a half (22-23) 
6 Denise Dancers 
Billy Raymond Co 
Carlton Sis 
Frank Sterling 
Ralph Peters 
Evelyn Page 
8 Melody Men 
OTTUMWA 
Ottumwa 
Ist half (19-21) 
Browne & LaVelle 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Jerry & Jean 
Clarence & DeLores 
Grey Wolf 
Iron Heart 
Little Deer 
Carlyle Wayne 
R Patrick Sutton 
Jack Tracy’s Bd 


PENSACOLA 
Saenger 

Ist half (17-18) 
Glen Dale 
Hadji Baba 3 
Shannon & Harris 
Jack Lowe 
Dorothy LaRue 
Jack Smoke Gray 
George LaTour 
Masqueraders Bd 

PITTSBURGH 

Cozy 

Ist half (19-21) 
Passing Parade 
Bradna Boys 
4 Bars Harmony 
Great Koban 
Chan Knoll 3 
Gish Sis 
8 Rhythm Makers 


SEATTLE 
Rex (16) 
Rancho Grande Rev 
Conrad & Emerson 

Joe Melvin 

Bob Witt 

Drake Sis 

Buddy & Billie Carr 
Bernice Jarnot 

6 Roses of Rancho 
Don Ricardos Co 


VIRGINIA 


State 

2d half (21-22) 
Ritz Carleton Co 
J & Filo McBride 
Armstrongs 
Inez & DeWyn 
Elmer Brown 
Flo Clark 
Lila 
Jackie Jamie & R 
6 Carleton Blondes 
Roof Garden Bd 


WICHITA FALLS 
Majestic 
Ist half (19-20) 
March of Rhythm 
Jed Dooley Co 
Shay & Parker 
Lane & Harper 
Billy Joy 
St Clair Sis 
Clairs 
Juanita 
Waneta 
Billy Joy’s Bd 
Orpheum 
ist half (19-21) 
Fads & Fancies 
Gabby Bros 
Murcok & Mayo 
DeLouie & Milo 
Harry Sykes 
Dale & Dean 
Tommy Seymour 
Myra Carol 
Dorre & Hayward 
Louise DeLouie 
Jimmy Read 
42d Streeters Bd 
WILLISTON 
Grand 
ist half (17-18) 
B’way Bandwagon 
Billy Farrell Co 
Siror 3 
Richardson 2 
Udell 3 
Rich Barnsdale 
Harper Roisman 
Roismans Co 


WINNIPEG 


Orpheum 

2d half (20-25) 
B’way Bandwagon 
Billy: Farrell Co 
Siror 3 
Richardson 2 
Udell 3 
Rich Barnsdale 





Harper Roisman 
Roismans Co 








Independent 








CHICAGO 
State Lake (11) 
Ed Lowry‘s Brev 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (17) 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ 
Billy House 
Buster Wert 
Lucille Page 
Violet Carlson 
Hugh Cameron 
Charles Carrer 
Line of Girls 
Lyric (17) 
M Bowes Am No 3 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (17) 
Stroud & Dodge 





Meyers & St John 
(Two to fill) 
LOUISVILLE 
National (17-20) 
Stratosphere Rev 
4 McNally Sis 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (14-16) 
Stratosphere Rev 
4 McNally Sis 
ST. JOSEPH, MO 
Electric (12-14) 
Randail & Banks 
Spec & Spot 
WATERLOO, IA. 
Iowa (19-21) 
‘ Top Speed’ Rev 





London 





Canterbury M. H. 
ist haif (13-15) 





Norwich 3 
Rusty & Shine 


Week of Jan. 13 


2a half (16-18) 


Alan Reno 
Pensiow Co 


Trocadero Cab 
Les Allen 
Canadian Bachelors 
Bennett & Williams 
Aimaro 
3 Dyna-mites 
faurice 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
6 Christiani 
Lee Don 
CHADWELL H’TH 
Palace 
Jewell & Warriss 
Gintaro 
‘Van Ryder 3 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Apache Bad 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Harry Wulson 
7 Elliotts 
Dwyer & Dwver 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Jewell & Warriss 
Gintaro 
Van Ryder 3 
EDGWARE RD. 
Grand 
Bernhart & Kild're 
5 Magnets 
Levanda 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
5 Sherry Bros 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
June Dancers 
3 Emeralds 
Drury & Raymond 
HOLLOWAY 
Marlbrough 
Lewis & Lawn 
Joe Boganny Co 
4 Paulettes 
ILFORD 
Super 
O'Shea & Joan 
Bashful Boys 
Johnson Clark 
ISLINGTON 
Biue Hall 


Penslow 2 

2a half (16-18) 
Norwich 3 
Rusty & Shine 


KILBURKN 


Grange 
Bernhart & Kildare 
5 Magnets 
Levanda 


LEWISHAM 
, Palace 
‘Songs From Films’ 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Evetts & Browning 
Vine More & N 
Susan & Pat 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Evetts & Browning 
Vine More & N 
Susan & Pat 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Drury & Raymond 
3 Emeralds 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Lewis & Laywn 
Joe Boganny Co 
4 Paulettes 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
O’Shea & Joan 
Bashful Boys 
Johnson Clark 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Mona Grey 
Palace 
Anita Chas & Jack 
Rawicz & Landauer 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Chas Manning Bd 
Rawicz & Landauer 
Anita Chas & Jack 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Harry Wulson 
7 Elliotts 
Dwyer & Dwyer 
WALTHAMSTOW 





Ist half (13-15) 
Alan Reno 


Granada 
5 Sherry Bros 





Provincial 





EDINBURGH 
Regent 
lst half (13-15) 
Lloyd Bros 
2d half (16-18) 
2 Sharpes. 
LEEDS 
Paramount 


Troise Mandoliniers 


Week of Jan. 13 


LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist half (13-15) 
2 Sharpes 
2d half (16-18) 
Lloyd Bros 
LIVERPOOL 
Paramount 
Jack Hylton's Bd 


Santino & Lenora 
Lafanzes 

Peggy Mann 
Henry Halstead Or 


Connie’s Inn 
Evelyn Dove 
Mear & Mears 
Billie Holliday 
Snakeships Tucker 
Bobbie Caston 

3 Palmer Bros 
Reed Bros 

4 Bahama Dames 
Kaluha 

Ted Hale 

3 Dukes 

Princee Orella 
Ada Ward 

Chuck & Chuckles 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
L Armstrong Ore 


Congress 
Frank Haynes Ore 


Coq Rouge 
Kay Cornelius 
Buddy Rogers 
Cotton Club 
Nina Mae McKinney | 
Cora La Redd 
Babe Wallace 
Juano Hermandez 
Lena Horne 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Cook & Brown 
Jessie Cryar Co 
Orlando 
Nicholas Bros 
Futter Beans & S 
John Henry 
Babe Mathews 
Miller & Mantan 
Claude Hopkins Ore 
Deauville 
Marie Almonte 
Eugene Borel 
Bobbette Christine 
Lucien La Riviere 
Kathleen Howard 
3 Aristocrats 
Jean Prague Orc 
Delmonico's 
Jerry Baker 
‘Hello Jimmy’ 
Perry 2 
Mike Landau Orc 
Jack Dempsey's 
Dorothy Williams 
Anne White 
Dorothy Mack 
Carlos & Marchan 
M Schuster’s Orc 
Jan Brunesco Orc 
Clemente Bd 
Dickens 
Jonnny Macklin 
George MacLean 
EI! Chico 


Consuelo Morena 
Portia Portar 


Or 





Germany 


Emile de Torre Ore 
El Toreador 


Cortes & Maida 
Fermin & Gloria 
Leon Villamarin 





BERLIN 


Kabt. der Komiker 
Kurt Valentin 
Lies] Karstadt 
Trene de Noiret 
Henry Lorenzen 
Baby Gray 

Robert Dorsay 

3 Rulands 

Andre & Dilonka 
Lazzaroni 


Scala 


3 Diamonds 

Ray Huling 
Edna Covey 

Geo Dorlis 

24 Scala Girls 
Claire Waldofft 
Theo Lingen 
Kurt Seiffert 
Genia Nikolajewa 
Bobby Streib 
Rudi Grasl 
Beuvell & Towa 
Adriano & Charlot 
Adalet 

H Stengel 
Richardson 


Wilhelmshallen 


Georg Kroenlein 
Otto Ke’mrich & L 
Dolly Fischer 
Thea Lucca 

The Adams 

2 Battons 

Florida 

Hartmann & Faldin 
Mory & Gypsy 
Anny Nowak 

4 Oreilys 


Wintergarten 
Emmy & Louis 
24 Gypsy Boys 
3 American Babies 
Tokowa 
Wilhelm Kunze 
Hilde Seipp & B 
$ Orantos 
Contra & Re 
3 Veronas 
6 Artonis 
May & May 
Kay Kay & Kay 


Month of January 


COLOGNE 
Reichshallen 
3 Fratellinis 
Handy 
Fred Martin 
Charlott & Zebra 
7 Menorcas 
2 Hansens 
3 Adleras 
ESSEN as 
Casanova 
Boba & Walja 
Muny & Blanc 
Deli & Ohli 
M Eberti 
2 Geltners 
2 Harlequins 
E Haekel 
Mathe 
Anni Serve 
Talmadge & Cyril 
Toux & Mackie 
LEIPZIG 
Drei Linden 
10 Albertis 
Fred Belgaus 
4 Bennos 
Colters 
Delfini Co 
Dewes & Gempp 
Peters & Dorian 
Marion Spadoni 
Kristallpalast 
3 Baldors 
Duecker 
Gus Erpap 
Camilla Mayer 
3 Splendid 
3 Weltons 
Katia's Liliputs 
Deszo Retter 
Vay Bros — 
MUNICH 
Cireus Krone 
Claudia Alba 
Arsen Cardinale 
Carlo Medini Co 
Harald Ryle Co 
Olga Statis 
3 Cairolis 
4 Castons 
Italo 
Tr Poppescu 
Sobolsky Tr 





Marta Western 
Krone’s Animals 





Cabarets 





Bal Musette 
Marie Charvet 
Jean Muare 
Yvonne Parquet 
Mitzi LaMarr 
Jeanne Mellar 
Capalla & Yvette 
Maurice Bouche 
Parisian Serenaders 


Barrel of Fun 
Hanson H'w'rd & B 
Percy Stoner 
Bert & Leo's 
Percy Stoner 
Chic Goldman 
Bijou 
Geo £cherban’s Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Joe E Howard 
Kay Parsons 
John Steel 
Bill Lorraine 
Ed Furman 
Ethel Gilbert 
Black Cat 


Amanda Randolph 
Russeil Smith 
Cafe Loyale 
George Edmund O 


Cafe Rene 


Cariton & Juliette 
Richardson & Bove 





NEW YORK CITY 


Cafe Trouville 


Rita Bell 
Burt Stevens Orc 


Casino Venezia 
F Bracciante Ens 
Central Pk. Casino 
Mario Braggiotti O 
Jane Cooper 
Grace Herbert 
Charles Herbert 

Chateau Moderne 
Alice H. Burragé 
Billy Castle . 

Fnk McFarlane O 

Club Gaucho 
Dimitri 
Virgil 
Bianca Volland 
Olga Acosta 
Munoz & Balan 
Clab New Yorker 
Dotty Drum 
Jack Meyers Orc 
Jimmie Rogers 

cl Richman 
Lee Carr 
James Sherry 
Harry Bernie 
George Oliver 
Freddie Monroe 
Jack Mayo Orc 

Cocoanut Grove 
Geo Libby Girls 





Vincent Sorey Orc 


Brodei Sis 


Medardo 
Aura del Bar 
Don Gilberto Orc 
D J Escarpinter Or 
El Morocco 
Ernie Hoist’s Ore 
Famous Door 
Roy Eldridge 4 
Wingy Mannone Bd 
French Casino 
Emil Boreo 
Felicity Andreae 
Arabelle Rich & A 
Christian Arnault 
Enrico Bertolaso 


George Campo 
Elsi Roy 
Craddocks 

Juliana Enakieva 
Polly Frank 
Georgie Hayes 
Renita Kramer 
Lalage 

Eleanora Mara 
Marietta & Rudl 
Menito 

Rodolfo 

Komarova Ballet 
Mohamed & Jaarra 
Jack Carlton 

Jean Shaw 

Carl Hoff Ore 
Jack Denny Ore 
Gino’s Cedar Gard'n 
Filberto Toselll 
Don Martin Ore 

’ Gr’awich Vill. Inn 
Albert Pryme 
Elena McCoy 

Pat Clayton 
Lillian Cairnes 
Antony Tosca Orc 
Gypsy Tavern 
Bert Linden 

Violet Vagelie 
Chubby Ross 

Anne Gerson 

Ruth Rusell 

Jules Keaton Ore 
Jim Healey’s 
Joe Frisco 

Jack White 

Kay Hamilton 
Vincent Padula Ore 
Anna Held’s 
Aida Ward 

Paul Bass Ore 
Chauncey Lee 
George Rickson 
Lindy Lou 

Toots 

Hickory House 
Francetta Malloy 
Ted Lane 

Arthur Gansfried E 
Red Norvo Bd 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Estelle Taylor 
Jack Waldron 

3 Biltmorettes 
Rose Blaine 
Varsity Eight 

Jack Waldron 
V’rnelle & D'n'ids'’n 
Marion Martin 
Eugene Jelesnick O 
Frazee Sis 

Patau Sis 

Hote! Ambassador 
Jack Holland 
June Hart 

Max Bergere Orc 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Motel Astor 
Jack Berger Ore 
Hotel Barbizon-P'za 
Joe Moon 

Meivin Pahl 

Hotel Biltmore 
Hioward Lally Ore 
E & Seymour Royce 
Hotel Buckingham 
Bob Frame 
Patricia Leeds 
Hotel Commadore 


| Johnny Johnson 
‘Carlotta Dale 





Assia De Buzny i. 


| Haywood & 


McCell’nd & Parker 
Terry Green 

Hotel Edison 
Vicki Jovce 
Sammy Wilson Ore 
Mac Coogan 

Frank Cornwell 8 
Hoiel Essex House ! 
Musical Rogues 
Hotel Elysee 
Vivian Johnson 
Barney Winton Ore 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Harold Stern Ore 


Hotel Gotham 
Raoul Lipoft Ore 


Hotel Gov Clinton 
Eddie Lane Orc 


Hotel Lexington 
Billie Trask 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Hotel Lincoln 
Eton Boys 
Barker 3 

Isham Yenes Orc 
Hotel Madison 
Val Olman Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
Mary Danis 


Hotel Montclair 


Jaysnoff Sis 
Townsends 
Peggy Lawson 


Mei Ling 
Carlos & Marahan 
Coral Islanders 


Rhythmaids 

Art Kahn Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Muzzy Marcelino 
Stanley Hickman 
3 Debutantes 
Frank Bessinger 
Will Hollander Orc 
Ted Rio Rito Ore 
Hotel Paramount 
Phil Traversi Orc 


Hotel Park Lane 
Jan Rubini Orc 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Hal Kemp Orc 
Knott & Towne 


Hotel Pierre 
Capert'n & Col'mbd's 
Joe Moss Orc 
Gregori Franzell Or 
Harry Evans 

Hotel Piaza 
Lydia & Joresca 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
George )Sterney Ore 
Jay & Lucille 
Paul Levo 
Dunn Bros 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Arman Vecsey Orc 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Endor & Farrell 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Medrano & Donna 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Habaneras. Orc 


Hotel Shelton 
Ben Cutler Orc 


_Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 

Allan Gray Ore 
Colony Boys 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Nikita Balieff 
‘Chauve Souris Rev’ 
Dorothy Foa 
Ron Perry Ore 
Sunny Rice 
Irene Antarova 
Leo Resnick 


Hotel St. Regis 


Eve Symington 
Hartmanns 

Jules Lande Ore 
Emil Coleman Orc 


Hotel Taft 


Geo Hall Orc 
Dolly Dawn 


Hotel Vanderbilt 


Murray Dancers 
Alex Drasein Ore 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Georges & Jalna 
Manya & Drigo 
Russell Swan 
Lawrence White 
Henry King Ore 
Xavier Cugat Bd 
Michael Zarin Bd 
Freddy Martin Orc 


Hotel Warwick 
Joe La Porte Orc 


Hotel Weylin 
Dario & Diane 
Charlie Wright 
Kathleen Barrie 
Louis Breese Orc 
House of Mergan 
Sophie Tucker 
Phil Tiltman 
Jimmy Lee 

Edgar Bergen 

L Brings Orc 
Howard's Showboat 
Joe Howard 

Joe Ricardel 
Walter Lopez Ens 
Jimmy Keily’s 
John Rockwood 
Evelyn Willson 
Betty Murray 
fary Lane 

Janice Andre 
Chiquita Venezia 
Warren & Boiie 
Carter & Schaub 
Midgie Parks 
Billy Mack 

Joe Capella Orc 
Mary Barton 

3 Raymonds 

Kit Kat 
Buck & Bubbles 
6 Spirits of Rh’thm 
la Rue 
Ann Greenway 
Pedro's Siboney Bd 
Mario di Polo Ore 
Le Bus 
Dick Piano 

Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 


Terry Lawlor 
Della Carroll 





4 ilen 
MacDonatds 


Madeleine's 


Lucille Jarrett 
Duke Enston 
Joe Gray 3 
Man-About-Tows 
Barbara Besson 
Betty Bowker 
Jerry Williams 
Elise Eckhert 
Dorothy Blessing 
Al Manuti Ore 
Marden’s Riviera 
Harry Spear 
K'thana & Malcolm 
Jonis Williams 
Mimi Rollins 
Carrol Sis 
Jimmy Carr Ore 
Maisonette Russe 
Codolban Orc 
Maisonette 4 
Maxim's 
3 Rivera Boys 
Jane & J Farrar 
Rita Renaud 
Irving Fields 
Val Ernie Ore 
Mon Paris 
Jean Sargent 
Eddie Barnes 
Freddie Steger 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Oscar Calvet’s Orc 
Monte Rosa 
Herrera Orc 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Paul Weston Orc 
Jules & Joe 
Hazel Webster 
Rosalean & Seville 
Clair Willis 
New Montmartre 
Beatrice Lillie 
Reginald Gardner 
Dario & Diane 
Jacques Fray’s Orc 
Normandie 
Ella Logan 
Clifford Newdahl 
Hal Hope Orc 
Old KRoumanian 


Thais 
Sadie Banks 
Jack Hirsch 
Russian Gypsy 3 
Mickey Mallory 
Soi Schneider 
Roumania Gypsies 
Onyx Club 
Frank Foebra 
Joe Helback 
Red McKenzie 
Farley-Riley Orc 
Boy Foy 
Joseph Zatour Ore 
Marti Michel Orc 
Palladium M. Hall 
Ritz Bros 
Helen Reynolds 
Patsy O'Neill 
Giggie & Alvarado 
Billy Branch Co 
Ruth Denning 
Adrienne Andre 
Arthur Ball 
A. B. C. 3 
Abbott & Tanner 
Milam Dancers 
Jimmy Carr Orc 
Ted King Orc 
Paradise 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Georgie Tapps 
James Evans 
Violet Love 
Pritchard & Lord 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Place Elegante 
Tommy Mills 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauff 
Irve Harris 
K’fman’s M’d'rnists 
Leo Lazaro Ore 
Rainbow Grill . 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Imogen Carpenter 
Ruby Newman Orc 


Rainbow Koom 
Kathleen Price 
Timothy Palmer 
Pils & Tabet 
Harold Nagel Bd 
Ray Noble Orc 

Russian Troyke 


Amstel's Bd 


San Seuci 


Jerry Blaine Ore 
Sidewalks of N. Y¥. 
Roscoe Ails 
Mammy Jinny 
Helen Stone 

Clark & Verdi 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Betty Lewis 


Small’s Paradise 


Ckarlie Johnson Ure 
Patmire & Valez 
Cnunk Robinson 
Oilie Potters 
Alfreda 

Arnette 

3 Blink Boys 
Amos Bonds 
Marion Heirston 


Stork Club 


Marjorie Logan 
Gus Martel 
Anatol’s Cubans 
Sally’s Showboat 
Alberta Pryine 
Betty Rowland 
Dorothy Buckley 
Doris Scott 
Frackin Scott 
Francis Smith 
Jimmy Wats'n Boys 
Thru the Looking 


Glass 
Frances Faye 
Ted White 


Bert Mann 
Aristocrats 
Allan Cole Orc 
Town Bar 
Gypsy Erma 
Brook 2 
Ann Kennedy 
Barbara LaPorte 
Gordon Davis 
Chubby Smith 
Town Casino Club 


Cobina Wright 
Pierre Doray 
Barbara La Mar 
Owens Hunt Parco 


Thomashefsky’s 


Harry Littman Ore 
Ches Doherty Rev 


Trocadero 


Morton Downey 

Peppy De Albrew 

D'Ivons 

Pancho Orc 

Hal Hoffer 

Budd Hulick Ore 
Ubangi 

Gladys Bentley Rev 

Pearl Baines 

Ray White 

3 Melody Maids 

Avon Long 

Lucky Sis 

3 Lang Sis 

Edna Mae Holly 

Ken & Ben 

Teddy Hill Ore 
Versai.les 

Harry Richman 

Lila Carmen 

Rosita & Fontana 

Brito’s Rumba Bd 

Jos Smith Ore 


Village Barn 
Sammy Walsh 
Bronco. Busters 
Val & F Vestoff 
Barbara Belimore 
Rosalyn Kenny 
Mickey Brantz 
Milton Mann Ore 

Village Nut Clob 
Murray & Alan 
Al Samuels 
Rosita Royce 
Sonia Meroff 
Chiquita Garcia 
Helen O'Shea 

Dickie Wells 
Kenny Watts Ore 
Billy Griffin 
Joe Smothers 
Hannah Sylvester 


Wivel 


M’anne Rohrkraste 
Sylvia Fina 

Lilyan Lorraine 
Baron Gyldenkorn 
Naina Kinova 
Frank LaSalle Ore 
Bob Lee 

Wynne Rolph 
Roberts & White 





Beverly Wiishire ; 


Viola Von 
Larry Lee Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
2 Radio Rogues 
Fred Scott 
Wayne & Teske 
Betty Roth 
Tom & B Wonder 
Ross Wise Jr 
June Marietta 
Larry Cotton 
Trudy Wood 
Jimmy Grier Ore 
Cafe Clement 
Nita Mitchell 
Judy Lane 
Ralph Dunn 
Ray Bradford Orc 
Kathleen Dale 
Ruth Veloise 
Cafe de Paree 
Torraine Kruger 
Al Geeco 
Jerry Ross | 
Claire Francis 
Armand & Diane 
Ted Dawson Orc 


Cafe La Mare 
Vi Bradley 
Park Ave Boys 
Stan Clair Orc 
Club Century 
Irene Taylor 
Jimmy Ray 
Gray & Bergen 
Lester Lee 
Hal Chanslor Ore 
Clab Eavoy 
Ray Toland 
Julius Klein 
Bub Lightner 
Clever Club 
Aniwa Boys 


Cocoanut Grove 


Edna Strong 
Nascha 

Radio Aces 

Hi Hatters 
Charlie Whittier 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Radio Aces 
Cotton Club 
Dynamite Hooker 
Bobby Johnson 
Loyce Bright 
Vaiaida Snow 
Fiora Washington 


LOS ANGELES 


Nyas Berry 

Leta Hill 

Taps Brown 

Cab Calloway Ore 
Nickademus 


Famous Doer 


Louis Prima Ore 
Sylvester Scott 


Fosters 


Jimmy Chubb 
Bob Mack 
Syivia & Marjorie 
Jean Foster 
Derothy Gilbert 
Jack Browne Ore 
King’s Club 
Jerry Stewart 
Corliss & Palmer 
Charlie Bourne 
Frank Sortino Ore 
Marcell inn 


Warner Sis 
Donald Cook Ore 


Omar's Dome 
Clarke & Dexter 
Georgine & DeHenrt 
South Sea Islanders 
Jim Biddick Ore 
Pat O'Shea 
Frances Dexter 


Palmeras 


Gloria Amador 
Ramon & Dolores 
Avanda 

Edith Davis 
Gabriel Canasino 
The Tepiquenos 
Buenos Aires © Ore 
Aaron Gonsales 


Palomar 
H Erown & Hal 


_Jerry Coe 


Kay Weber 

Dorsey 3 
Huadson-Metzger Gis 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 


Parise tne 
Singing Waiters 
Paul McLain 
Hugo Marchetti 
The Modernettes 
Gillette & ‘G’ Girls 
Pete Contrelli Ure 


Pirrone’s 


Jerry Lindly 
George Hall 
Weraginy brea. is 





Dudley Dickerser 














Win Fariwer Ore 


Dee Sis 


(Continued on page 62) 
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"Equity Members Form 90%, of 


Theatre Payroll; 


WPA 
Drive to Force 


Amateurs, Non-Professionals, Out 


One finding of the reclassification 
board which is checking up on pro- 


fessionals in the Works’ Progress | 


Administration’s theatre project in 
New York is that 90% of the legits 
on the payroll are, or were, mem- 
vers of Equity. Balance are being 
investigated, but the indications are 
that few are incorrectly in the casts 
of relief shows. 

Equity, which did much of the 
preliminary work culminating in 
governmental] aid through the WPA 
set-up, takes the position that the 
federal theatre project should en- 
gage only players of experience in 
the relief shows. Association is 
backed by the administrators, who 
on various occasions have pointed 
out that the project is intended for 
professionals only, and not for ama- 
teurs. It is likely that junior play- 
ers, those with less than two years’ 
experience, will be removed from the 
projects’ shows, although not neces- 
arily dropped from the payroll. 
They are to be placed with other 
WPA projects. 

Of the °%,”.’ people in the New 
York theatre project’s payroll about 
1,000 are vaudevillians and some cf 
the latter are in legit casts. Recently 
several applications for membership 


> 





‘Professionals Only’ 





Fort Wayne, Jan. 14. 

Bessie Baldwin, legit actress 
of 20 years back, who’s been 
handling WPA dramatic activ- 
ities in Allen County for the 
past month, will get an as- 
sistant. New worker will teach 
English, as many adults who 
turn up for Miss Baldwin’s ses- 
sions can’t speak the language 
yet. 


WPA Road Tours 
Okayed; $3 a Day 
Expense Grant 


Washington has opened the way 
for the touring of relief shows un- 
der the Works Progress Administra- 
tion theatre project, okaying the al- 
lowance of $3 per day expenses to 

















in Equity from persons who, it was 

felt, aimed to get jobs in the federal 

relief shows, were rejected. These 
(Continued on page 57) 


New Haven Starts 


New Haven, Jan. 14. 


WPA theatre project is slated to 
et underway here at the Lincoin 
next week. Preliminary activities 
have already started under direction 
of Gertrude Dondero, supervisor for 
the state. ‘ 

Auditions for applicants were 
held today (14), audition board be- 
ing Alexander Dean, Yale Drama 
School, Day Tuttle, director of Mt. 
Kisco summer players and Julia 
Tuthill, Hartford Times drama ed. 

Walter Bradley Klavun, Mary 
Hone and Charles Atkin, members of 
the Theatre of Eleven, Inc., stock 
group operators of the Lincoln 
prior to subsidization by WPA, are 
being held over for the new setup. 


Herb Munson Heads 
-Troupers on Coast 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Herbert Munson has been elected 
prez of the Troupers’ Club. Other 
officers are’ Beatrice Wood, vice- 
president; Adabelle Driver, secre- 
tary; Louise DeVarney, treasurer, 
and Ed Kimball, chaplain. 

Members of the board of directors 
are Charles French, Lydia Knott, 
Truly Shattuck,. Betty Young, 
Charles Schaffer, Charles Thurston 
and Rose Murphy. L. E. Behymer 
‘was voted grand trouper and Cora 
Shattuck was appointed publicity 
head. 

Troupers reported gain in funds 
of $1,365 over last year. 


Epsteins Revising ‘Stars’ 
For Theatre Guild Prod. 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 


Julius J. and Phil Epstein left 
here by plane yesterday (Mon.) for 
New York to work with Theresa 
Helburn of the Theatre Guild on 
revisions of their play ‘And Stars 
Remain,’ which the Guild has 
optioned. 

Julius is on a leave of absence 
from Warners, while Phil has just 
completed ‘Don’t Bet on Love’ for 
Radio. 

















Reading Budget 


Reading, Jan. 14. 

A federal allotment of $41,129.66 
to employ 73 unemployed actors 
has been granted this city by the 
Works Progress Administration. 
Working under Jasper Deeter, of the 
Hedgerow Players, in suburban 
theatfe near Philadelphia, the 
Reading-Berks project is being di- 
rected by H. A. Archibald. 

Shows will be presented in vari- 
ous city and county theatres under 
auspices of federal recreational and 
educational organizations, 


players, in addition to $103.40 per 
month wages. Allowance money 
ruling is likely to revive Eddie 
Dowling’s plan to tour musicals, 
comedies and vaudeville shows, 
which has lain dormant for several 
months, 

Although the touring end will be 
administered by the New York 
regional office, Hallie Flanagan, fed- 
eral project’s head, will be in charge 
of the first show sent out. It is a 
biographical play about Jefferson 
Davis and will be toured through 
the South. 

Claimed that if the tour is suc- 
cessful other plays will be toured 
out of Chicago and Los Angeles, 
The Davis piece is stated to have 
been written by the suggestion of 
John McGee, who, authored a book 
on Davis and who is a little theatre 
director. First stand out for the 
show is Chapel Hill, N. C., a center 
for the little theatre movement. 
Dowling was expected to confer 
with Mrs. Flanagan early this week 
with the idea of getting his project 
started. Understood she was op- 
posed to the Dowling plan until the 
$3 per day allowance was ruled on, 
it being figured that actors would 
not be able to support themselves 
on the road without expense money. 
It was announced this week by 
the WPA theatre project in New 
York that four plays had been se- 
lected to be presented around a cir- 
cuit of Long Island and Westchester 
towns by relief units. Plays are: 
‘The. Old Maid,’ ‘Valley Forge,’ 
‘Criminal at Large’ and ‘Post Road.’ 


ANDREWS TO HANDLE 
WPA’S ADMISH COIN 


Lyle D. Andrews has been en- 
gaged to handle the receipts from 
admissions to the WPA theatre 
project shows, due to get started in 
New York within two weeks. Post 
has been given the title of ‘agent- 
cashier.” Andrews will supervise 
the box offices of the four WPA- 
leased theatres within the show 
zone. He was formerly owner- 
operator of the Vanderbilt theatre, 
also producing some shows. 

For some of the WPA relief shows 
there will be reserved seat sections. 
There will also be scrip and other 
types of tickets used. 











Albuquerque Little 
Theatre on WPA Coin 


Albuquerque, N. M., Jan. 14. 

After much wailing and gnashing 
‘of ‘teeth, approval of a Little The- 
atre building with WPA funds has 
been secured and construction on a 
640-seat house started here. 

Since it was started five years ago 
by Kathryn Kennedy O’Connor and 
Irene Fisher, a group has been 
plugging for the house. Outfit has 
presented 27 plays since its start, 
rehearsing all night at times in the 
Kimo Theatre after film perform- 
ances. House will be of mission 





style architecture, 


REGCHETEMATE 


Six Broadway shows are defi- 
nitely on the exit list, including two 
of last week’s arrivals. ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ colored cast musical, with- 
draws from the Alvin next Satur- 
day. It did not earn back its pro- 
duction outlay, but the 
Guild is expectant of turning a 
profit with road dates. ‘Porgy’ is in 
its 15th week. 








‘PORGY AND BESS’ 


Opened Oct. 10, 1935. Ne 
show in recent years received 
such coverage as the George 
Gershwin operetta got from the 
daily dramatic and music crit- 
ics. Nearly all the notices were 
raves as fulsome as the cover- 
age. Gabriel (American) said 
it was ‘a. delightful libretto, an 
opera abundant of loveliness, 
picturesquness, pathos, humor, 
charm,’ Anderson (Journal), 
though seeing the production 
as ‘brilliant,’ said, however, ‘I 
found two-thirds of it mighty 
dull.’ 

Variety (Abel) said: ‘Be- 
sides being highly significant 
contribution to the American 
theatre, it is also box office.’ 











"Tapestry in Gray’ will fold at the 
Shubert Thursday (16), at which 
time it will have played three weeks. 
Production for drama was costly 
and show ends in deep red. 





‘TAPESTRY IN GRAY’ 


Opened Dec. 27, 1935. With 
the exception of one, Lockridge 
(Sun), all the first-stringers 
nixed Martin Flavin’s latest. 
Hammond (Tribune) said the 
‘whole thing seemed to me to 
be a waste of author, actors, 
scenery and audience.’ 

Variety (Kauf) said: ‘Sort of 
dummy play—never anything 
more than puppe strutting 
the stage.’ 





Theatre 








‘O Evening Star’ was withdrawn 
from the Empire last Saturday after 
playing four days. Drew weak 
press. Also. a costly production 
which drew weak notices. 





‘0 EVENING STAR’ 


Opened Jan. 8, 1936. Opinions 
were mixed on this one, but 
the assenting votes were not 
strong. Those in favor placed 
the chances of Zoe Akins’ 
drama on Marie Dressler 
strictly on possible femme 


matinee trade. Those who 
voted ‘nay,’ however, did so 
politely. 

Speaking of the central 


character, Anderson (Journal) 
claimed ‘it should be a grand 
and heartrending story and it 
is a pity that Miss Akins 
hasn't written it.’ 











‘Truly Valiant’ failed to relight 
after the cpening performance at 
the 49th Street last Thursday (9). 
It was heavily panned. 





‘TRULY VALIANT’ 


Gpened Jan. 9, 1936. Emu- 
lating the early season's 
‘Satelite,’ ‘Truly Valiant’ gave 
up after its premiere perform- 
ance. First-stringers’ pans 
were most caustic, Atkinson 
(Times) saying ‘the actors 
were the most valiant sufferers 
in the house.’ 

Gabriel (American) said it 
was ‘among the _ season’s 
worst,’ 











‘The Taming of the Shrew’ will go 
to the road from the Guild after this 
week for several dates, Business 
was excellent throughout the 16- 
week engagement and could have 
stayed longer. Averaged $17,000 
weekly most of the way. 

‘Ghosts’ will leave the Morosco for 
the road Saturday. Revival won 
high praise when recently arriving 
at the Empire. Played five weeks 
in all, which was more than origi- 
nally planned. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Tucker McGuire, Royal Dana 
Tracy, ‘Sap Runs High.’ 

Minor Watson, Demetrios Vilan, 
Doris Dudley, Herbert Yost, ‘End of 
Summer.’ 

Ruth Gates, Dorothy Libaire, ‘One 
Good Year.’ 

Gertrude Flynn, Caroline New- 
comb, Mitchell Harris, Marie Hunt, 
J. P. Wilson, Catherine Proctor, 
Elywynne Harvey, Gordon Nelson, 
Gerard Hayden, Beatrice Hendricks, 








Charles Gerard, Philip Bishop, 








Riley (‘Personal Appearance’). 


mother, Antoinette Perry, staged. 


j year she was in ‘Ceiling Zero’, 


was backed by Dr. Adolph Raboff, 


the wall, 


opened and closed at the Empire, 


picture in Germany. 


until April. 
will again be Schwab's aide. 


Town and Country. 


December. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Margaret Perry and Burgess (Buzz) Meredith, married last Friday 
(10), met but recently, altheugh both have been in legit for seasons. 
Groom attended the marriage of Margaio Gillmore to Robert Ross early 
in November and was introduced to Miss Perry at the home of Laurence 
Honeymeon will be delayed because 
Meredith is in ‘Winterset’, Beck, N. Y. Miss Perry attracted attention 
when she jumped into the lead of ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ which her 
That was a few seasons ago. Last 








—s 








The Chicago showing of ‘Squaring the Circle,’ a quick flop there, 


New York dentist. He secured the 


show with Dmitri Ostrov, its stager, on a royalty basis from Edmunds, 
Inc., which produced it on Broadway. 
Stone, who is operating the Lyceum, Spencer Bettleheim and Otto Diehl, 
who are on the staff of the Music Box. 

Proposed to recast ‘Circle’ with people selected from the Chicago and 
New York companies and send it on tour, 


Latter group includes Julius 





Withdrawal of Hilda Spong from ‘One Good Year’, Fulton, N. Y., came 
after she expressed dislike over lines recently added to script. 
refused to handle the new dialog and handed in her notice. 

Miss Spong conducts a dramatic school in the midtown district, 


She 





Letter from Bill O'Donnell to Phil Guyran, manager of the late Leo 
Newman’s ticket agency on Broadway, has been framed and hung on 
It expresses his regard for Newman in ticket men’s jargon. 





Leontine Sagan, who has directed a number of plays in London, was 
brought over here by Harry Moses to direct ‘O Evening Star’ which 


N. Y., last week. Miss Sagan was 


recommended by Zoe Atkins, ‘Star’s’ author. 

Miss Sagan staged ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (play) in London, and as a 
She also directed 
London premiere because of sailing for the Adkins play. 


‘Vicky,’ but did not see this 





Baltimore, where Ed Wynn premieres his first production in which he 
his not cast, ‘Light Behind the Shadow,’ at Ford’s week of Jan. 20, is hav- 
ing its first taste of a show using teaser advance ballyhoo in years. 
Charley Washburn has plastered town with one-sheets using Ed Wynn's 
name, but with no title or theatre mention. 

Teasers spotted over town five days before newspaper ads appeared. 





Laurence Schwab has returned to Miami Beach and will remain there 
He is then due in St, Louis to prepare for his second season 
there as director of the Municipal Light Opera season. 


Richard Berger 


Pictures of Schwab's Florida home appear in the current issue of 





Charles Bochert, who agented ‘Sketch Book’ during its fall engage- 
ment at the Winter Garden and Majestic, N. Y., was bitten on the 
finger by John Shubert’s dog about the time the revue folded mid- 
Infection imperillied his right arm and he was not dis- 
charged by doctors until last week. 3 





Henry Miller planed to Paim Beach in his own craft Saturday (11), 
He will return next week and is due to sail for London, Jan. 25. 

Coast reports were that the manager would visit Hollywood to advise 
on the picturization of ‘Libel’ which he is presenting at the Miller, N. Y. 





Matty Zimmerman, general manager of the Public Service Ticket 
Agency, one of the Leblang enterprises, has moved his office into the 
quarters formerly occupied by the late Joe Leblang. 

Place has been named the ‘Bar Z’, 





NEW STYLE BOOKING 


‘Horse’ Company In and Out of 
Mpls Four Times for One-Niters 








Minneapolis, Jan, 14, 


A sample of the wild and wooly 
road show routing now in evidence 
is furnished by ‘Three Men On a 
Horst.’ 

After playing in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul the show goes to Duluth. 
Then it jumps back through the 
Twin Cities to reach Eau Claire, 
Wis., for a one-night stand. After 
that it again comes back through 
the Twin Cities to play a one-night 
stand in St. Cloud, Minn. This is 
followed by a one-night stand in 


1 Rochester, Minn., and to reach there 


the company for a third time 
doubles back through the Twin 
Cities, 





George R. Taylor, “uth Chorpen- 
ning, Lawrence M. Hurdle, Ver Mel- 
lish, ‘Puritan.’ 

Florence Edney, Frances Williams, 
Valerie Cossart, Lillian Brennard 
Tonge, Esther Mitchell, John Buck- 
master, Jean Dante, Florence Wil- 
liams, ‘Call It a Day.’ 

Brian Aherne, Kent Smith, Mau- 
rice Evans, Arthur Byron, ‘Saint 
Joan.’ 

Albert Van Dekker, ‘Light Behind 
the Skadow.’ 

Beatrice de Neergaard, ‘Ghosts’ 
(road). 

Jeanne Kelly, ‘Name Your Poison.’ 

Dudley Clements, Charles Halton, 
Philip Ryder, Joseph Cotton, ‘Post- 
man Always Rings Twice.’ 

Broderick Crawford, Philip Hus- 
ton, Fred Stewart,.Flora Campbell, 
‘Danger—Men Working.’ 

Eddie Foy, Jr., Bruce MacFarlane, 
‘Home Town Boy.’ 

Helen Lynd, Earl Oxford, Niela 
Goodelle, Gomez and Winona, Otto 
Soglow, Fred ‘Cooper, Elizabeth 
Houston, Dan Harden, Joe Dona- 
tello, Norman Lynd, Robert Berry, 
Edward Mowen, William Houston, 
‘Illustrator’s Show.’ (Complete cast.) 

Ruth Weston, Selena Royle, Wil- 
liam Harrigan, Edward Trevor, 
‘Among Those Sailing.’ 

Frederica Going, ‘Children's Hour.’ 

Arthur Margettson, ‘Mainly for 





Loves.’ 


9 LITTLE THEATRES 
IN N. Y. LIBRARIES 


There are now nine little theatres 
established in branch public libra- 
ries in the more congested parts of 
the City of New York. All were 
built by emergency relief workers 
within the past two years and are 
now under the direction of the 
WPA federal theatre project. Most 
recently completed is the ‘commu- 
nity stage’ in the basement of the 
Hamilton Fish branch, East Hous- 
ton street, Proscenium has a width 
of 35 feet, stage depth being 12 feet. 

In addition to amateur presenta- 
tions, under the direction of library 
staffs principally, there is chamber 
music, monthly ‘sings’ and other 
types of concerts. Previously plays 
done by the reading and drama 
clubs were presented on crude plat- 
forms. Other little theatres in 
libraries are at the West 135th 
street branch, Harlem branch, 
Muhlenberg branch, Aquilar branch, 
Hudson Park branch, George Bruce 
branch, Woodstock branch, and 
Fort Washington branch. 


School Board Ban Turns 
Amateurs Into Profesh 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Local school board reared its cen- 
sorial hind leg thi# week and kicked 
the premiere of ‘Benevolent Black- 
mail,’ local play, off the schedule of 
the Roosevelt High School Audi- 
torium,. Show was set for Jan. 21. 

Play is the work of Morgan 
Baker, conductor of federal em- 
ployes’ column in the Washington 
Post, and deals with a newspaper 
columnist who lands a seat in the 
U. S. Senate through threatening to 
expose a job-juggling congressman. 

Show, which is being put on by 
local amateurs and semi-pros, has 
gained courage through the pub- 
licity and will open Feb. 4 at Ward- 
man Park theatre for an in fefinits 
run, 
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Reinhardt, Directing ‘Road’ Is Show 
By Himself; Knows, Plays Every Part 








By Wolfe Kaufman 


Professor Max Reinhardt was 
busy. On the stage of the Adelphi 
theatre were a series of rough, 
plain boards—mock standins for 
the five-level stages under construc- 
tion at the Manhattan Opera House. 
Back of, ahead of, behind, and 
around the boards were strung 100 
odd actors. On one side of the stage 
a piano was doing yeoman service. 
In the audience a motley group of 
watchers of various rank and im- 
port. In the fifth row of the orches- 
tra, in exact center and atop four 
geats, was a sort of desk clotted 
with papers, scripts, notes. A re- 
hearsal of ‘The Eternal Road’ was 
on and Professor Reinhardt was di- 
recting it. 

And when the Professor directs 
a spectacle, it is something to watch 
and hear. 

He has only two actual directorial 
assistants on this show, Heinz Her- 
old and Francisco von Mendelssohn. 
They are his shadows, his inter- 
preters, his disciplinarians. Von 
Mendelssohn has been with Rein- 
hardt before, many times. He is 
Reinhard’s right hand. Herold is the 
Professor's left. 

Every line, every move, every 
slightest inflection is worked over 
by the Professor on his own. He 
doesn’t pass up as much as a breath. 
He works with each actor on each 
acene, 

‘Like this,’ he says. ‘Watch me.’ 

And he acts out the scene that is 
so important. It is, it seems, only 
a line. Then the same with another 
actor—for a word. 

He knows all the lines. 
all the parts. 

The actors may be good—but ‘that 
doesn't interest him. They are good 
to the extent to which they can re- 
enact his interpretations. He doesn’t 
give them the clues, nor even the 
outlines—he gives them the entire 
acenario. 

$450,000 Nut to Date 

Finally, he seems to have enough. 
He whispers to his left hand. Her- 
old scrambles off backstage. He 
whispers to his right hand. Von 
Mendelssohn precedes him to his 
desk. Press agent number one whis- 
pers in the VARIETY muge’s ear: 
"The show’s cost $450,000 so far.’ 

‘Oh, yeah?’ says the mugg, 
watching the Professor. 

Suddenly Van Mendelssohn 
shouts, ‘Angels, over here. Jacob 
and Joseph center. Let’s have it all, 
please.’ 

The rehearsal’s on again. Ben- 
jamin Zermach is doing the dances. 
He’s watching. Franz Werfel wrote 
the play. He’s watching. Ludwig 
Lewisohn adapted it into English. 
He can’t watch. He has to stay out 
of New York. Alimony trouble. 

On stage the whole first act Is 
being run through. There’s Sam 
Jaffee, the mocker. There’s Rosa- 
mund Pinchot. Jacob Ben Ami. 

‘Nein, nein, nein,’ wails the Pro- 
fessor. Everything stops. He talks 
to his left hand. There's a confer- 
ence. The act starts again. Now 
there will be no interruption. Now 
it’ll go through all the way. The 
Professor seats himself at his desk. 
Van Mendelssohn is at his right. 
Herold at his left. Werfel behind 
him. Next to Werfel, Helene 
Thimig, who has a part in the play, 
the part of Ruth. -She is really, of 
course, Mrs. Reinhardt, so she can 
sit close and make comments. All 
of them have notebooks. All of them 
are writing all the time. On stage 
the play proceeds. 

Press agent number two tells the 
Mmugg that there will be about 350 
actors in the show altogether. The 
principals are rehearsing at the 
Adelphi. The dancers are rehears- 
ing at the Manhattan Theatre. The 
orchestra is rehearsing at Lieder- 
kranz Hall. The Manhattan Opera 
House is being torn down and re- 
built by Virgil Bel Geddes. 

‘Von onfang,’ the Professor had 
said. From the beginning. That's 
what they’re doting. Silence through 
the house. Kurt Weill, the composer 
of the score, is sitting two rows be- 
hind Reinhardt. He ‘doesn't take 
notes. 

On stage, the actors work. Samuel 
Goldenberg, Isidor Cashier, Marc 
Schweid, Thomas Chalmers, Miriam 
Elyas (the last of the Habima 
troupe), Joseph Macaulay, Walter 
Elliott, Lotte Lenya. 

Some of the actors wear praying 
shawls. A scene is over and an- 
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GERSHWIN EXPECTS 


Thinks His ‘Porgy’ Will Join the 
Met Rep Next Season 








George Gershwin states that he 
expects his ‘Porgy and Bess’ to 
wind up in the repertory of the 
Metropolitan Opera Co. next sea- 
son and to be done by a Caucasian 
cast, against the Negro background, 
possibly wif: Lawrence. Tibbett. 
Gershwin, considering the 16 weeks 
that ‘Porgy and Bess’ will have 
stayed at the Alvin on Broadway 
when it closes Saturday, expresses 
gratification. 

The Theatre Guild and Gershwin 
anticipate getting a profit from the 
road tour of ‘Porgy,’ although they 
haven’t gotten their production 
back from the Broadway run. 


To Build Theatre 
Near Washington 
For Banned Plays 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Crushing defeat on the floor of 
the House of a bill to amend the 
Capital child labor laws and permit 
children on professional stages has 
led Steve Cochrane, manager of the 
National theatre, town’s only legit, 
to erect a summer theatre just 
across the D. C. line in Maryland, 
where he will play shows barred 
here. 


Cochrane has been leader in the 
fight to amend the laws here for 
years. Rep. Mary T. Norton, chair- 
man of the House District Commit- 
tee, introduced the bill after a hear- 
ing in which everybody possible en- 
dorsed it. Congressmen, however, 
killed it on the floor by a vote of 227 
to 68. 

New theatre would be a 1,000- 
seater, only 15 minutes by auto from 
the center of town. It would be put 
up on the grouds of Griffith Farms, 
suburban eatery operated by Tom 
O’Donnell. O’Donnell and Cochrane 
are in on the theatre deal together. 

New venture will not interfere 
with the annual season of the Na- 
tional Theatre Players, also run by 
Cochrane, which will get in 10 weeks 
before the country place opens, 
about June 1. Plan to bring in in- 
expensive roadshows of plays 
banned in the District, or produce 
them with stock groups. 


EQUITY CONCESSIONS 
ON PORGY’ ‘MULBERRY’ 


Equity made two concessions to 
managers last week, with the idea 
of continuing one play on Broadway 
and sending another te the road. 

Theatre Guild asked one week's 
lay-off for ‘Porgy and Bess,’ which 
will close at the Alvin; N. Y., Sat- 
urday 18). Show is booked into 
Philadelphia Jan. 27. Because the 
colored musical has operated in the 
red for the past several weeks, per- 
mission to be dark next week was 
granted. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street,’ 
which closed last week, resumed 
Monday (13) at the 44th Street, 
Equity waiving its eight-week rule. 
Usually, when a show is withdrawn, 
it is not permitted to reopen in New 
York or the road within that period. 
There is a new management set-up 
for ‘Mulberry,’ one reason the con- 
cession was made. Play is slated for 
an indefinite engagemeent with Le- 
blang backing. 

















Portland Likes Bard 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 14. 

For the first time in years a le- 
gitimate road attraction is extend- 
ing its Portland engagement. 

Old Globe Theatre players and 
their streamlined Shakespeare are 
to remain an added three days, 
making their stay here 11 days, in- 
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New Version 





Raltimore, Jan. 14. 

Arousing comment is an ad 
appearing in the papers here 
Sunday (12), which read: ‘Re- 
fined student, interested in 
drama and music, will drive 
your car to theatre in exchange 
for tickets.’ 
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Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Afternoon dailies broke out in 
front-page headlines Jan. 9 to state 
categorically that Barnet Hodes, 
head of the city’s law department, 
had ‘decided’ that ‘The Children’s 
Hour’ would not be permitted in 
performance here, his ‘decision’ be- 


ing based on reading of play. Is- 
suance of the statement was 
credited to Thoda Cocroft, resident 
representative of American Theatre 
Society. Miss Cocroft was quoted 
as adding some personal indignation 
to the effect that adult playgoers, 
meaning A. T. S. subscribers, might 
be regarded as knowing better than 
the Mayor what they would like 
to see in the theatre. 

Asked about the ‘decision,’ Coun- 
sellor Hodes stated he had read a 
printed copy of the play by request 
of Rollo Timponi, manager of the 
Erlanger, and had then said that, 
if ever called upon for a legal opin- 
ion by the Mayor, he would prefer 
to see the prompt-book. 

‘I don’t know Miss Cocroft, have 
never met her, and have had no 
communication of any kind -with 
her,’ he added. ‘I’m not the city’s 
censor of plays, but simply its 
lawyer, and have no interest in ‘The 
Children’s Hour’ save that of giv- 
ing my opinion, when asked, as to 
legality. Moreover, the Mayor 
could not, I'm sure, undertake to 
ban any play until after it had been 
acted at least once in the city. 

‘As matters stand now, this play 
is in the producer’s own lap, as any 
play would be.’ 


Jones Gets Vanderbilt, 
N.Y., but Must Move His 
Own Show, “Malatto’ Out 


Martin Jones is now owner of 
the Vanderbilt theatre, N. Y., hav- 
ing taken title last Friday (10). But 
he was forced to move his show 
‘Mulatto’ from that house to the 
Golden as notice had been served 
to exit before Jones secured pos- 
session of the Vanderbilt, where 
‘Granite’ was booked. Latter opened 
Monday. 

Jones was plenty steamed over 
the situation and, after ‘Granite’ 
premiered doubtfully, there was 
talk of moving ‘Mulatto’ back to the 
Vanderbilt. It is the first show on 
his own for the young showman, 
although he was silently interested 
in several Earl Carroll attractions. 

Vanderbilt has been bank-owned 
for two seasons, being operated for 
the Drydock Savings by Alfred E. 
Aarons and Harry Somers, who 
also operate the National for the 
same institution. 

‘Granite’ was presented by 
Charles Hammerslough, a_ stock 
broker, who was formerly inter- 
ested in some of the Klaw and Er- 
langer attractions. He gave the 
English drama a summer tryout 
some seasons ago. 











Mrs. Gustav Blum Sues 
Cafeteria on Injury 


Wife of Gustav Blum, producer, 
has instituted suit against Horn and 
Hardart cafeterias for $25,000 for 
injuries sustained in one of the 
chain's eateries. 

Accident happened Dec. 16. While 
ihaving dinner, Mrs. slum was 
| struck on the head by a fork falling 
ifrom balcony above ‘her. Suit in Su- 
|preme Court charges that she suf- 
| fe ved a brain concussion and severe 
shock. Blum is co-suing for loss of 
'companionshin and inconveniences 
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SETS RECORD 


New Golden Show Has Practically 
100% Old-Timer Cast and Crew 





John Golden has set some sort of 
record in casting ‘Three Wise Fools,’ 
which, with but two exceptions has 
have veteran players. That takes 
in the 80-year-old star William Gil- 
lette and includes the company 
manager, Walton Bradford, formerly 
g.m. for George Tyler. 

Weight for age in support takes 
in Charles Coburn, James Kirkwood, 
Brandon Tynan, Isabelle Irving, Sid- 
ney Booth and John Blair. Two 
young players are Mary Rogers and 
William Post. 

Addison Pitt is the stager of 
‘Fools,’ which opened on tour in 
Newark Monday. With its name 
cast, it is mentioned for a Broad- 
way engagement. 


Leblang’s Battle 
Vs. Cheap Ducats: 
Mulberry Buy-In 


Battle to wipe out cheap ducats 
on Broadway has been started by 
the Public Service Ticket office, 
which is the Leblang cut rate out- 
fit. Specializes on half price the- 
atre tickets, but wants to stamp 
out the practice of selling ‘passes’ 
accompanied by a ‘service charge.’ 


First move by Leblang’s is to 
guarantee ‘Moon Over Mulberry 
Street,’ a play which closed a week 
ago at the 44th Street theatre but 
which resumed at the same house 
Monday (13). Show had been eking 
out a run by means of the 40c gag. 
Stipulation in the contract-is that 
no tickets shall be sold at the box 
office at a lower price than is 
charged at Leblang’s. 

In addition to the Leblang move 
in the case of ‘Mulberry’ the 40 
centers, of which there are several 
on the list now, face claims from 
the collector of internal revenue. 
Latter declares that the full tax is 
collectable on all bargain tickets— 
that is, if. the box office scale lists 
$3.30 as the top all tickets at that 
price which are sold for 40 or 55c 
should be accompanied by the 10% 
admissions tax. That means that 
the box office should have collected 
80c instead of 55c. Claim against 
‘Mulberry’ is said to be around 
$6,000. Show, however, is under 
new management and whether the 
claim tax can be collected from the 
defunct corporation is in doubt. 

Originally there were 10 ‘backers’ 
of ‘Mulberry.’ One gave a check to 
Leblang’s recently in order to meet 
the payroll. Check bounced, there 
being no account in the bank. Fel- 
low was arrested, but when he then 
said he wished to repay the ticket 
agency, the magistrate consented 
to drop the charge. Because of the 
incident there was some surprise 
that Leblang’s entered into the 
present deal. 








Nagel in ‘Forest’ 
Lead on Coast 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Coast production of ‘Petrified 
Forest’ has been put into rehearsal 
here by Henry Duffy, preparatory to 
its opening in San Francisco Jan. 19. 

Conrad Nagel plays the Leslie 
Howard role, with Milburn Stone 
also set. 





Just Hanging Around 


Equity last week upheld the claim 


edy team in ‘Scandals,’ that 
held a run of the play contract with 
George White. 
nally for two weeks and White at- 
tempted to cancel the act last Fri- 
day (10), but the team exhibited a 
letter froin White picking 
option for the run of the revue. 
As a result, team is still on the 





show's payroll, but haven't ap- 
neared on the stage since Friday. 


stead of the eight originally sched- | Richard J. Macakey ig attorney for| They're backstage at every show,| up in the promotion of drama and 


but don’, work, 


of Shea and Raymond, male com- 
they | 


Contract was origi- | 


up an! 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Dramatists’ Guild and its mem- 
bers are anxious to keep motion 
picture money in the legitimate the- 
ater and hope the film companies 
will expand their production activi- 
ties in financing new plays. 

Stories that the dramatists want 
the basic agreement with stage pro- 
ducers re-written so that play- 
wrights obtain all moneys from film 
rights to play is without foundation. 
Such an idea has never occurred to 
the dramatists and part of the object 
of revisions in the contract is to keep 
and further encourage studios to 
back play production. 

These definite statements were 
made by Sidney Howard, president 
of the Dramatists’ Guild, who is at 
Metro writing the screen play fcr 
Sinclair Lewis’ ‘It Can't Happen 
Here. He stated further that there 
is no idea of changing the present 
arrangement whereby stage pro- 


equally split revenue from disposal 
of the film rights to the piece. 

Howard said that revisions tn the 
basic contract for another five-year 
stretch starting March 1 are being 
made to clear up previous ambigui- 
ties in the agreement which proved 
confusing both to the managers and 
playwrights. Attorneys for the 
managers and Guild are now work- 
ing on a re-write of the: agreement 
in New York. 

One of the major points to be 
considered is the complications over 
English presentation rights to stage 
property. Conditions in London, 
where the English managers have 
theatres tied up for their own at- 
tractions, has created a situation 
which puts a heavy burden on 
American managers who wish to 
stage their plays in London. Dis- 
cussion is on for contract revision 
which will tend to extend to the 
producer the co-operation of dram- 
atists on English presentations. 

It is learned that the new agree- 
ment will contain a new minimum 
advance which must be paid by 
manager to playwright, besides new 
stipulation on the maximum length 
of time elapsing between aption and 
opening of play. Minimum advance 
provision will be taken in to elimi- 
nate the practice of sharpshooting 
managers nabbing prospective plays 
on option and then attempting 
to interest film backing on staging 
the property. Such. options, of 
which there have been many during 
the past year, sometimes tie up the 
playwright and prevent his placing 
his piece elsewhere for immediate 
vroduction, 


ONLY 2 STOCK 
COS. IN ALL U. 8. 


There are only two stock com- 
panies in the entire country, ac- 
cording to an Equity check-up. Last 
winter at this time there were half 
a dozen, which was then considered 
a new low in the stock field. 
Equity blames the decline of stock 
on picture people. Claimed that ex- 
hibitor interects are so strong that 
the average stock manager is un- 
able to operate, either sharing terms 
or rentals being placed so high that 
stock can not play to a profit. 

It was: expected that stock would 
be included in the Works Progress 
Administration's relief theatre pro- 
ject, but no such plans are known 
to have been considered. While 
there are a number of WPA units 
enacting familiar plays, relief shows 
are not regarded as stock. 

Only known extant stocks are be- 
ing operated at the Copley, Boston, 
by Mary Young and John Craig. 
Jr. and at Miami by taymond 
Moore. 











Lambs Sue am Sones 





| Washington, Jan. 14. 

| The Lambs Club last week asked 
| the Supreme Court to compel re- 
‘payment of disputed taxes aggre- 
gating $101,121. 

| Petition asserted the organization, 
ltaxed as a ‘social’ institution, is 
predominantly interested in the 
professional life of the membership. 


which embraces individuels wrapped 


the theatre, 
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Howard Says Drama Guild Eager 
To Keep Film Money in Stagers 
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Plays on Broadway 





MID-WEST 


Drama in three acts presented at the 

Booth, N. Y.. Jan. 7, °36, by the Shu- 
berts; written by James Hagan; staged by 
Mellville Burke; $3.30 top. 
Beulah Zanhiser .....0.-.+0+- Jean ‘Adair 
Hilda Zanhiser .........-Bernadine Hayes 
Tooteboy Zanhiser ........--.- Van Heflin 
Reverend Carr .. ° 





S| essee ....Clif? Hicks 
Jim Meed ..... eee ...- Edgar Nelson 
Luke Zanhiser .......+....-.Curtis Cooksey 
Fred Zanhiser .........-...Don Dillaway 


eecesceeee John Alexander 
eeccccccee Walter Baldwin 


Bigwash Rowell 
Jipinweed Bandy 


Roy Meeker ...cccccccccsesss David Byrne 
Ed Hendee ..ccccrccccceses Eugene Keith 
Doc Tanner oecccccccccece Dodson Mitchell 
Lee Brag: wecccccccscoceses Richard Taber 





As a reminder of the devastating 
drought and dust storms which tor- 
tured the people on the plains of 
the middlewest last year, this drama 
is effective, aided by the playing of 
its well chosen cast. But as popu- 
lar drama it is, distinctly doubtful. 
‘Mid West’ is interesting as to 
story, yet audience-exacting in that 
it demands long periods of qutet 
attention. Author was cognizant of 
that, as indicated by working in of 
laughs ‘here and there. 

Play is enacted in front of the 
farmhouse of upstanding Luke Zan- 
hiser, and his clear-headed wife, 
Beulah. Their two sons are mature, 
Fred wed to Hilda, a-city girl who 
never could get used to farm life, 
and ‘Tooteboy, who is a problem. 
He had attended college and re- 
turned as a Communist, tirading 
against government autocracy. He 
had fallen in with two reds who 
had been railroaded out of San 
Francisco after fomenting trouble 
there. a 

Tooieboy inflames the farmhands 


of a neighbor and also the men on 
his father’s place. They make de- 
mands for double pay and go on 
strike, disregarding the kindnesses 
of Luke in the past. Zanhiser is 
warned by friends that the people 
of the district have threatened to 
lynch those sewing the seed of re- 
volt and that it would be best for 
his son to desist. 


Tooteboy and the other agitators 
are taken at the point of guns and 
there is a ‘necktie party.’ Boy had 
been told by his parents to leave 
the county, but he refused. Grief 
of the father and mother in the 
good last act is well simulated. The 
other son, his wife and babe depart 
for Detroit, he to make a fresh start 
there. 


Land is parched to powdery dust, 
the chickens die in the heat, so do 
the cattle, except for the few head 
taken east by the government. The 
old people are stony broke, but the 
land is theirs and there they will 
stay. 


Then, at the finale, comes the 
rain. 

There is some criticism of the 
federal restrictions on farming, 
which is another political aspect of 
the play and, while it may take in 
too mitch territory, that section of 
the country attracted much atten- 
tion during last summer's long arid 
stretch, ° 

Curtis Cooksey as Luke, and Jean 
Adair as his wife, are excellent and 
there are other good performances, 
including Bernadine Hayes as the 
young wife, Dodson Mitchell as the 
doctor, and Van Helfin as Tooteboy. 

Mid-West,’ despite its good 
points, has a theme too thickly 
spread with ‘trouble for the average 





playgoer, ts Ibee. 
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In addition to many thousands of pairs of shoes in 
regular and larger sizes, look at this size chart 
showing how many paijs of very small size shoes, 
in all widths, which we have concentrated in our 
Broadway at 46th Street store. Naturally, these shoes 
are in seasonable patterns, materials and colors., 
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“FOUR GROUPS AT THESE SALE PRICES 








SMALL SIZES CONCENTRATED IN ONE STORE 


1552 B'WAY at 46th ST. 
OPEN TILL 9 P. M. 


LLER 


LS aintit fu f dhs 








LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, January 15,' 1936 

















O EVENING STAR 


Drama in three acts presented ai ihe Em- 
pire, N. Y., Jan. 8, '36, by Harry Moses; 
written by Zoe Akins; Jobyna Howland 
featcred; staged by Leontine Sagan; $3.30 
*op. 
Auctioneer... 
Ellis Charteris... 
Agnes Jessey 
Auctioneer... 


sesccecese- Foster J, Williams 
eoeeees-Frank Fenton 
oeee-Merle Maddern 
George Justin 







Woman....... eevcsccsrvcccccsecccmenee® FUE 
Amy Bellaire..............Jobyna Howland 
Ronald Biand.,.........+- Anderson Lawlor 
Richard..............Blacoureen Yoshiwara 
Dr. Wolfram. ...cccscssoreces Hans Hansen 
Frau Wolfram:..coccescccescs Edith Andree 
Alice Whitridge...........Whitney Bourne 
Mr. Howard........ee+eeee-e-Frank Conroy 


Mrs. Hopper......escs.ceceess+. Vera Hurst 
Madame Marie....... Josie Intropidi 





Lillian Bunn..... eves os---J0an Engel 
De. Bayve@..0i ers ceccenccecgesese James Todd 
Studio Gate Keeper............5- Jack Rall 
Studio Guard........... +e+-Ross Chetwynd 
Miss Leland...... eesescesees.- Mary Howes 
Ben Martin,.......00. eccdiceds Eddie Albert 
SR MOST CTER Te Te 60000.6 68a Eyra Stone 
Assistant Director...,.....0. Z. Whitehead 
ACTLOMBs ic cccccccvece esseeee-kthel Intropidi 
CAMECTAMAR, geasccvevecesssace D. Kranz 


B 
BAAGE s ccccccicetes ee .-Alexander Micone 





-.-Edward Jephson 
Mr. Strassberg......+.. .+-Edward Emerson 
Wry ok Cosbkdeserh ech anaes Regis Joyce 
Edward Sothern Paul........... John Raby 
People at the auction, studio personnel, 
ete.—Sara Floyd, Myrtle Ross, Quina Bi- 
lotti, Carrie Weller, Emily Draper, Virginia 
Rregrori, Annette Robinson, Jenny Mac, 
Maxine Marlowe, Eda Elliott, George Lam- 
bert, Joe Fields. Earl Talbot, Richard 
Ogden, Larry Williams, Al Fieids, Patter- 
son Breene, 





Latest play about Hollywood is 
sentimentally concerned with the 
success of one of its stars, unmis- 
takably the late Marie Dressler. It 
was fairly well received by first 
nighters but seemed limited in ap- 
eal, 

‘Star’ is an atmospheric play given 
to emotionalism, and in that direc- 
tion it is effective. Perhaps the cen- 
tral character is on the stage too 
much, but mainly trouble is that Zoe 
Akins provides too little opnortun- 
ity for comedy. Just once does the 
pace change, and that is a noisy 
studio scene. 


Play is not supposed to be bio- 
graphic but Marie Dressler did climb 
to the heights in pictures after be- 
ing washed up on Broadway, b-oke 
and growing old. So does Amy Bel- 
laire of the play, whose well adorned 
home on Riverside Drive is being 
sold at auction to satisfy creditors 
at the prolog. 

A woman friend, Agnes Jessey, 
has Amy as a house guest in her 
Hollywood home shortly thereafter. 
But meeting the celebs doesn’t get 
the stage belle of other days into 
pictures. Going on her own in cheap 
lodgings and giving lessons in act- 
ing on the side, she decides to try 
for an extra part and jeins the mob 
outside the gates of a studio. An 
actress goes hoarse from repeats, 
and Amy is given a chance, inject- 
ing comedy where none was sus- 
pected. ; 


That is the start of Amy Bellaire’s 
rise in filmdom, the final scene of 
act two. At the close, her director 
and producer are begging her to 
consider scripts when she has been 
ordered on vacation by her doctor. 
That is similar to the Dressler tra- 
dition, but the gaiety and good hu- 
mor of the departed star are miss- 
ing. Instead there is heavy senti- 
mentality, Amy receiving white vio- 
lets and a gift from her former ad- 
mirer-producer at the hands of his 
son, who, it is presumed, is her son, 
too. r 

Jobyna Howland, who hasn’t been 
around for some time, and who is 
comparable in age to the character 
she portrays, took the curtain calls 
as a friendly tribute, tears stream- 
ing down her face. Formerly Miss 
Howland had a flair for comedy 
parts, such as in ‘The Gold Dig- 
gers,’ some 15 years ago. Her per- 
formance now as the sentimental 
Amy is something different, a wom- 
an who is anything’ but a come- 
dienne. 

Play calls for quite a variety of 
bits but running through most of 
the scenes are Frank Conroy as a 
flashy picture director and Merle 
Maddern as Amy’s best friend. 
Smaller parts stand out as played 
by Whitney Bourne, Ethel Intropidi, 
Edward Emerson (making one ap- 
pearance as Strassberg, big shot 
producer), Hans Hansen, James 
Todd and Eddie Albert. 

There are 29 speaking parts and 
17 extra people. Ibee. 

(Withdrawn Saturday after four 
days; printed for the record.) 


GRANITE 


in three acts presented at the 
Jan. 13, '36, by Charles 
Hammerslough: written by Clemence Dane; 
staged by producer? $2.75 top. 


Drama 
Vanderbilt, N. Y., 


Penny Holt...... Seenecoovese Phyllis Welch 
Jordan Morris..... PUTT Ty Len D. Hollister 
SOG. sccccce eeerrccesccecere Mary Morris 
PROGR. bs040000 ceedccccece Byron McGrath 
Nameless Man....e.eeess Robert H. Gordon 
CHOPHV MAR. . cc ccccsccccsvsccese Jack Soanes 





‘Granite’ is another drama loaded 
with misery. It stands no more 
chance than others of the kind of 
recent arrival. 

Fact that it is a one set show 
with a short cast may explain the 
why of its presentation. That lure 
has fooled many an aspiring show- 
man. Another reason may be the 
‘act that Clemence Dane authored it. 
However, the play was presented in 
London 10 years ago and didn't get 
to first base there either. 

Dated more than 190 years ago. 





the play docs not give much indica- 








. _——b 


Curent Road Shows“ - 








‘Fresh Fields,’ Aldrich and 
de Liagre. 

‘Danger, Men Working,’ Ray- 
mond Moore. 

‘End of Summer,’ 
Guild. 

‘Name Your Poison,’ A. H. 
Woods, 

‘The Puritan,’ Chester Ers- 
kin. 

‘Lady Precious Stream,’ Mor- 
ris Gest. 

‘Postman Always Rings 
Twice,’ Curtis and Hoagland. 

‘Call it a Day,’ Theatre Guild. 

‘The Light Behind the Shad- 
ow,’ Ed Wynn. 

‘The Sap Runs High,’ Milton 


Theatre 





Kroopf, : 

iNustrators Show, Tom 
Weatherly. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Max 
Reinhardt. 








tion of the people of the period. It 
is set on the granite rock known as 
Lunday Island off the coast of Eng- 
land. There, Jordan Morris lives 
alone with his wife, Judith, save for 
their half grown girl Penny. He is 
a hard man and there is no affection 
between the couple. . Ostensibly a 
farmer, his real racket is to lure 
ships by means of false lights and 
gather goods that wash ashore 
from the wrecks. 


Penurious people with not a grain 
of humanity, such characters can- 
not be expected to have audience 
Sympathy. Story develops. when 
Jordan’s half brother, Prosper, ar- 
rives. He is half owner of the farm 
and demands that Jordan’ put his 
house in order, A nameless man 
washed ashore is taken in by the 
wife. She grudgingly gives him 
sustenance and in return he prom- 
ises to fetch and carry, to be her 
servant and swears to kill any man 
who hurts her. 


When Jordan grips Judith’s wrist 
and bruises her the fellow, who is 
supposed to be looney, takes a gun 
and shoots Jordan in the back as he 
stands at the brink of the 200 foot 
cliff that overlooks the sea... 

Previously Prosper and Judith 
had started an affair. The half 
brother goes to England, returning 
in five months with a parson. 
Judith and Prosper are happy in 
a fashion, but after a year trouble 
starts when he fires the handyman. 
Because of their secret she pleads 
for the man and the order is re- 
scinded. However, in a tiff, the new 
husband, too, grips the woman’s 
wrist and she cries out in pain. He 
is promptly stalked on the cliff by 
the killer and tossed in the drink. 

It is unknown who is now master 
and he calmly tells the woman they 
will live together, sending the kid 
away. He partially identifies him- 
self by saying that he had leaped 
overboard from a _ convict ship, 
which is good enough reason why he 
does not want to return to England. 

Listening to a whining woman 
through most of a play, is too 
tough on the customers but that is 
what Mary Morris is called on to do. 
Play has been done previously here 
by amateurs and that seems to be 
where it belongs. Direction is faulty, 
but that doesn’t make much dif- 
ference, Ibee. 





TRULY VALIANT 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
49th Street theatre, N. Y., Jan. 9, '36, by 
Gustav Blum; written by Irving Stone; 
staged by the producer. 


Esa Cranby...... eoceseeeess-lan MacLaren 
Martha Cranby.......+++....-Martha Mayo 
EPMO CHORUT . so cccesseeeesecs Alan Handley 


Berne Bowen......++.+...Margot Stevenson 





Author of this piece wrote a best 
seller novel not long ago and that 
may have tricked GCustav Blum into 
believing that Irving Stone also 
wrote a winning play in ‘Truly Val- 
iant.’ No explanation, however, can 
change the rating of the ‘piece, 
among the new lows of the season. 

Four persons and one set. It could 
have been a money getter if good, 
but that is merely theory. Story is 
set within the living room of a pro- 
fessor in economics out on the coast. 
There is mention of a rift some 
years previous between the man and 
his wife, although they seem to be 
a well suited couple. However, that 
is the explanation of professor’s af- 
fair with a girl who is working her 
way through college. 

Son of the professor falls in love 
with the lass and, being offered a 
berth in St. Louis, proposes mar- 
riage, though she is to have a baby. 
There are several ideas about what 
to do about it. After all exhibit 
anguish the youngsters exit for the 
parson and the train, while the wife 
sticks to aid the professor finish his 
great book on economics. 

First nighters seemed to think 
they were taking it on the chin and 
audibly protested by giggling over 
lines. Ibee. 


(Withdrawn after one nerform- 





ance; printed for the record.) . 


Shows in Rehearsal | 








Week Jan. 13 

‘Anything Goes,’ Grand, Chicaga 

‘Black Pit,’ Erlanger, Philadel. 
phia, 

‘Blossom Time,’ Majestic, Wichita 
Fails, Tex., 13; Paramount, Ama- 
rillo, 14; Auditorium, Oklahoma 
City, 15; Convention Hall, Tulsa, 
16; Arcadia, Wichita, 17; Grand, 
Topeka, 18. 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cox, Cincinnati, 


‘Dear Old Darling’ (George M, 
Cohan), Cass, Detroit. 
‘Dodsworth,’ Paramount, Salt 


Lake City, 13; layoff, 14; Memorial 
Aude, 15; Curran, San Francisco, 
16-18. sie 

‘Ethan Frome,’ Garrick, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Follies, Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Great -Waltz,’ Auditorium, Chi- 
cago, 

Hedgerow Theatre, Russell, Win- 
ter Park, Fia., 15; College Aude, 
Tallahassee, 16; University Aude, 
Gainesville, 17. 

‘Julie the Great,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘Night of Jan. 
Francisco, 

‘Old Maid,’ Davidson, Milwaukee, 
13-15; Parkway, Madison, 16; Met- 
ropolitan, St. Paul, 17-18. 


16,’ Geary, San 


‘Personal Appearance,’ Erlanger, 
Buffalo, 
‘Personal Appearance,’ Harris, 
Chicago. 


San Cario Opera, Century, Jack- 
son, Miss., 13-15; Strand, Shreve- 
port, La., 16-18, 

‘Three Men on a_ Horse,’ 
mouth, Boston, 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Polk, 
Lakeland, Fla., 18; Edwards, Sara- 
sota, 14; La Plaza, St. Petersburg, 
15-16; Victory, Tampa, 17-18. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Coli- 
seum, Ottumwa, Ia., 12; Masonic 
Aude, Davenport, 13; Shrine Aude, 
Des Moines, 14; Tech High Schoal, 
Omaha, 15-16; Coliseum, Sioux 
Falls, S. D., 17; Auditorium, Sioux 
City, Ia., 18. 


Ply- 


‘Three Wise Fools’ (Wm. Gil- 
lette), Shubert, Newark. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Orpheum, Kansas 
City. 

‘Waiting For Letty’ (‘Post Road’), 
El Capitan, Hollywood. 


RICE INCOME TAX 
BATTLE IN COURT 


Albany, Jan. 14. 
Court of Appeals is considering 
arguments on behalf of Elmer Rice, 
who is fighting a state tax of $3,- 
231.85 “levied on royalties for 1929, 
30 and ’31. 


State contends it has a right to 
collect the money on _ royalties 
amounting to $121,818.38 received by 
Rice in the three years. This claim 
is based on a decision of the United 
States Supreme Court to that effect, 
handed down in May, 1932. 

Rice, however, argues that the 
decision was not retroactive and 
that up to May, 1932, royalties on 
copyright articles were subject only 
to federal tax. 




















American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts 


Founded 1884 by Franklin H. Sargent 


HE first and foremost in- 

stitution for Dramatic and 
Expressional Training. The in- 
struction furnishes the essen- 
tial preparation for Directing 
and Teaching as well as for 
Acting. 
Winter Term Begins Jan. 15th 
' Catalog of all Courses from the Secretary 
| Room 247-M, Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 
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“JUMBO” - NEW YORK 
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Loop Legit Box Office 


Slides; 


Mai’ $1200; ‘Great Walt’ $280 


Chicago, Jan. 14, 

Strange things happened to the 
jegit houses last week, with the 
pox-offices taking it on the down- 
‘ peat generally. Went on the down- 
beat despite the fact that the town 
was packed with miscellaneous mer- 
cantile conventionites. Two items 
which might account for the slide- 
off are: the reaction from the 
hotcha New Years’ week and the 
snow and blizzard conditions of the 
early part of the session. That’ the 
weather is a reason and not an alibi 
was seen in the perk of box-office 
pustle towards the end of the week, 
with sell-outs taking the place of 
the empty pews of Monday and 
Tuesday. 

All grosses slipped. ‘Great Waltz’ 
fell off sharply in the early days oz 
the week, but perked strongly at the 
* finish, selling out on Saturday 
matinee and night, which means a 
take of approximately $9,000 o:, the 
day. Show has cut its Sunday per- 
formance in order to evade the pay- 
ment of the additional cne-eighth 
to the cast. At its present pace the 
musical figures to stick in town 
eight to 10 weeks. 

‘Anything Goes’ also clipped a 
show off its schedule, eliminating 
the Wednesday iifiinee. Musical is 
showing fine evening strength, how- 
ever, and has little to worry about 
on that score. 

Week-end brought the conclusion 
of scheduled runs to ‘Old Maid’ and 
the Ruth Draper one-woman show. 
‘Maid’ finished three excellent wceks 
under the American Theatres So- 
ciety banner, while Miss Draper 
drew two weeks of fine carriage 
trade for her first appearance in the 
loop in six years. ‘Squaring the 
Circle’ failed to open Monday (13) 
after two weak sessions. 

. Estimates for Last Week 

‘Anything Goes,’ Grand (1,200; 
$3.30) (4th wee).—Now doing eight 
performances a week. Slid some- 
what last session to $21,000, a bit 
disappointing after its strong get- 
away. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium (3,700; 
$2.75) (3d week).—Also clipped to 
eight shows weekly. Got a couple of 
bad shoves by weak business during 
the early days of the week, which 
held. the gross down sharply to $28,- 
000 for the stanza. Figuring on at 
least eight-week stay here. 

‘Old Maid,’ Erlanger (1,200; $2.75). 
—_closed*here on Saturday (8) after 
good three-week subscription gallop 
to $12,000 for its final nip-up. Next 
play in will be Nazimova in ‘Ghosts,’ 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Harris (1,- 
000; $2.75) (4th week).—Slumped 
with the general toboggan of the 
loop. Around $8,500 last week. 

‘Squaring the Circle,’ Blackstone 
(1,000; $2.20)—Had difficulty last 
week, on general weak conditions 
and tough competition. Off to $3,- 
000. Failed to reopen Monday (13). 

Ruth Draper, Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.20)—Had a good  fortnisht. 
Touched $5,000 for the final gallop. 


HEAVY ADVANCE SALE 
ON ‘ROAD’ IN PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 14. 


Advance sale for ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
which opened last night (13) at the 
Nixon has hit around $14,000, a 
record figure over the week-end, 
with every indication that will do 
twice that, or pretty close to abso- 
lute capacity, at $2 top. Not in a 
long time has a play worked un as 
much excitement around town. First 
night had 100 standees in. 

Catholic press has been pretty 
bitter against ‘Road’ during the last 
couple of weeks, with both police 
and Mayor McNair being besieged 
by requests for interference. Au- 
thorities, however, indicated they 
Wwouldn’t step in unless absolutely 
necessary. 

Last night was a complete sell- 
out, with plenty of standees, flock 
of buyers unwilling to miss any- 
thing and not taking a chance of 
running into deletions later in week. 
Next week is being held open by 
both the show and house, every- 
thing pointing to a h.o. It'll be the 
first time in years a straight play 
has had two weeks here. 

Nixon was dark last week, with 
nothing definitely booked in to fol- 
low, although ‘Porgy and Bess’ is 
expected early in February as the 
third subscription offering of ATS. 











‘Larger Than Life,’ comedy by 


Joseph Schrank, goes into rehearsal 


_ for Crosby Gaige shortly. 


‘Lend Me Your Ears,’ comedy of | 


rural politics by Lewis Beach anid 
Philip Weod, due for a February 
opening under banner of Charles 
Harris. 
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COHAN $9,000, FAIR - 


Cleveland Just Doesn’t Seem to 
Care Much for Legit 








Cleveland, Jan. 14. 

Legit theatre season here will 
wind up behind the eight-ball, judg- 
ing by poor returns of the Hanna’s 
‘previous plays and now the rather 
discouraging reception given George 
M. Cohan’s ‘Dear Old Darling,’ 
which drew only a fair $9,000 for the 
week. 

Being the only legit house remain- 
ing in Cleveland, with all cricks 
whooping the show up, the figure 
was particularly disappointing to 
William Blair, manager, wno used 
exira ac space. Slushy weather 
didnn’t he!n; neither did the fact 
that a rival film house put on the 
flickerized ‘Ah Wilderness’ (MG) 
same week, ballyhooing it as 
Cohan’s best play. 

Next play for the Hanna is ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance,’ due Jan. 27, 
which sheuld give the natives time 


to recuperate from holiday ex- 
penses. Nazimova. in ‘Ghosts’ fol- 
lows during the second week of 


February. ' 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Dear Old Darling’ (Hanna; 1,435; 
2.50 top). A good Cohan show. 
Below-par gross of $9,000 not an ac- 
curate criterion; it’s: an off-season, 
with not enough dramas or musicals 
being booked regularly to make ’em 
play-conscious here. 


FROME’ $8500 
IN PHILLY, BIG 


. Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 


It was proved rather conclusively 
last week that Philly legit patrons 
will turn out, in numbers, for a try- 
out if they like the price scale and 
if there are any names in it. 

Max Gordon brought his latest 
tryout production, ‘Ethan Frome,’ 
to the .Garrick last week and it 
marched right into real business. A 
grand set of notices helped; so, 
probably, did the fact that the man- 
agement took extra advertising in 
the dailies, Names of Pauline 
Lord, Ruth Gordon and Raymond 
Massey also meant something, but 
the fact that, with it all, only a $2 
top was charged, likely is the real 
auswer. Biz picked up steadily and 
reached virtual sell-out proportions 
by Friday with $8,500 reported—big 
at the scale. Second week ought to 
be even better. 


Chestnut and Forrest were both 
dark last week and ‘I Want a Po- 
liceman,’ on its second full week at 
the Broad, where it played two 
weeks and a half, fell off badly to 
only $5,500. 

‘The Black Pit,’ leftist piece put 
on by the New Theatre outfit here 
had negligible takings in its second 
week at the Erlanger with a $1.50 
top and_most seats at 30 and 50c. 

Forrest relights tonight (Tues- 
day) with the ‘Follies,’ in for a 
fortnight’s stay. Chestnut reopens 
next Monday with William Gillette 
in the John Golden revival of ‘Three 
Wise Fools,’ also for two weeks. 
First two performances have been 
taken over by the Philadelphia Fo- 
rum. ‘Porgy and Bess’ comes to 
the Forrest on Jan. 27, with Walter 
Hampden’s ‘Cyrano’ revival due on 
Feb. 10 at the Garrick. 

Following the two weeks of 
‘Ethan Frome,’ that house gets a 
single week of ‘The Fortune Teller,’ 
Victor Herbert operetta done by the 
Little Opera Company, another 
local group. Erlanger goes into pix 
on Jan. 30. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ethan Frome’ (Garrick, ist 
week). Great notices and growing 
‘attendance: $8,500 at $2 top, big. 
Second week ought to be very big, 
too. 

‘Black Pit’ (Erlanger, 2d week). 
Trade union backing but got negli- 
gible takings at $1.50 top and lots of 
30 and 50c seats. House goes into 
pix on Jan. 30. 

‘| Want a Policeman’ (Broad, 3d 
week). Two and a half weeks in 
; all. Last six days weren't so forte. 
| Maybe $5,000. 














Lincoln’s Single 


| Lincoln, Jan. 14. 

| Shortest legit season in years is 
due here this year. Only one show 
is on the hooks and it’s the prize 

i winning ‘Old Maid’ starring Judith 


is skedded at the Liberty Jan. 27 
for a mat and eve showing. 
Liberty is a 1,400-seat house and 


normally runs second run films. 


ié 





Anderson and Helen Menken, which | 





GETEMATE 


VARIETY 
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‘Night’ $15,000, S. F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

‘Night of January 16th,’ A. H. 
Woods, coast production at the 
Geary, had it all its own way last 
week, being the only legit open. 
Second week drew a nifty approxi- 
mate $15,000 into the b.o. same as 
first week. 

‘Dodsworth arrives Thursday (16) 
to give opposition at the Curran, 
next door to the Geary. ‘Petrified 
Forest’ with Conrad Nagle is being 
readied for the Frisco by Henry 
Duffy. 

‘Old Maid’ and ‘Children’s Hour’ 
oe also skedded as road show attrac- 
tions, 


FOLLIES’ $20,000 
2) WEEK, HUB 


} Boston, Jan. 14. 

Town has quieted down after the 
boom holiday week and last week 
found only “Three Men on a Horse’ 
at the Plymouth, ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
closing a two-week engagement at 
the Opera House, and ‘Ceiling Zero’ 
completing a third week at the 
Copley. . 

‘Follies’led the group, although a 
sharp swerve was noted in the take, 











as compared with the opening week. 
Immediate future looks fairly 
bright, with Lunt and Fontanne 


coming to the Colonial for two 
weeks with ‘Shrew,’ starting Jan. 
20. Same night will find Cornelia 
Otis Skinner opening a week of 
repertoire at the Shubert. 

Walter Hampden is coming to the 
Shubert Jan. 27 with ‘Cyrano,’ and 
he will probably be followed by 
William Gillette in ‘Three Wise 
Fools.’ 

Another opening will be ‘End of 
Summer,’ new S. N, Behrman play, 
starring Ina Claire, skedded to un- 
fold at the Colonial Feb. 3. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ (Opera House, 
$3.30, 2nd week)—Underwent some 
radical revision here, with. some 
good results, but intake sagged on 
final week to $20,000. 

‘Three Men on a Horse’ (Ply- 
mouth, $2.75, 10th week). Felt the 
pinch of post-holiday b.r. tighten- 
ing and lopped off to $9,000, which is 
still oke 


VANITIES’ OKE $15,000 
2D WEEK IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Following two bang-up sessions 
with Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ the 
Cass Theatre this week is housing 
George M. Cohan’s new play, ‘Dear 
Old Darling,’ which opened Monday 
(13) before a good-sized audience. 
Given an extensive circus-like ex- 
ploitation for the past several weeks, 
‘Darling’ should hit high-level coin. 

Last week’s take on ‘Vanities’ was 
a reported $15,000 for eight perform- 
ances. First session of nine shows, 
aided by high-price New Year’s Eve 
performances, exceeded $20,000, 
terrific, topping everything so far 
this season. Exploitation on ‘Vani- 
ties’ was very intensive and exten- 
sive. Revue now to be a unit. 

‘Personal Appearance’ is booked 
for the Cass starting Jan. 19. The 
Wilson, Detroit’s only other legit, is 
still dark. Theatre Guild’s ‘Porgy 
and Bess’ may come in Feb. 10 prior 
to Chicago. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Vanities’ (Cass; 1,400; $2.75)— 
Held over after a big $20,000 first 
session, show continued to get an 
extra lot of publicity and drew a 
nifty $15,000 for eight performances 
last week. ‘Dear Old Darling’ opened 
Monday (13) at $2.75 tep. 


‘Goes’ Notice Up 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


weeks’ closing notice was 
last night for ‘Anything 
Goes. Company proposed to take 
a 25% salary cut in order to pro- 
long the loop engagement and is 
awaiting word from the show's pro- 
ducer, Vinton Freedley, whether 
okay. 

As originally planned, the limited 
tour of ‘Goes’ is to terminate here 
because of the February release 
; date for the picture version. Film, 
| however, cannot be exhibited lo- 
,cally during the run of the stage 
show. 











Two 
posted 








Cedar Rapids, Ia., Jan. 14. 
The Majestic, 
| legit house here, will be razed un- 
| der a municipal decree as being un- 
jsafe. Was erected in 1908, 


| 
| FINAL CURTAIN 
| 
} 


one time leading ! 


Musicals Off in Post-Holiday Drop; 
Regina’ Leads Dramas with $23,200 





Post-holiday reaction was not 
uniform along Broadway last week. 
It was expected that the legits 
would dive after New Year's week. 
Some did, but there were more big 
grosses recorded and several of the 
intermediate successes got as much 
as during the holiday going. 

The musicals were more affected 
than the straight play hits. Drop 
was more severe with ‘Jumbo,’ 
which fell off nearly 50% at the 
Hippodrome takings being around 
$45,000. ‘Jubilee’ held up better than 
the others at $31,000 and ‘Scandals’ 
showed strength and approximated 
$28,000 on its first normal week. 

‘Victoria Regina’ was established 
as the new dramatic leader, with 
takings of $23,200 for its first eight 
performance week. ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ was a strong runner-up with 


$19,500, topping ‘First Lady.’ 
which got $18,800, ‘Boy’ having 
boosted its ticket prices. ‘Dead 
End’ again was around $16,000, 
while ‘Pride and Prejudice’ slipped 
to $15,500. 

‘Libel,’ ‘Parnell’ and ‘Night of 


January 16’ held the holiday pace, 
while ‘May Wine,’ a non-chorus 
musical, perked. 

‘Taming of the Shrew,’ in its final 
week at the Guild,’ should be up 
among the leaders. ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ Alvin, also winding up, was 
drawing heavy trade early this 
week, too. Other closings are 
‘O Evening Star,’ taken off at the 


Empire after four days; ‘Truly 
Valiant,’ which lasted only one 
night at the 49th Street, and 


‘Tapestry in Gray,’ folding on 
Thursday (16). ‘Mid-West,’ Booth, 
is the sole survivor of three entrants 
last week and it got a mixed press, 
with indications doubtful. 

Coming next week: ‘Ethan Frome,’ 
‘National; Illustrators Show, 48th 
Street; ‘The Puritan,’ “Belmont. 
‘Julie The Great’ is a possibility. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Room in Red and White,’ 46th 
Street (CD-1,375-$3.30). Presezted 
by Dwight D. Wiman and George 
Kondolf; written by Roy Hargrave; 
slated to open Saturday (18). 

‘At Home Abroad,’ Winter Garden 
(18th week) (R-1,493-$4.40). After 
another week will move to. the 
Majestic, ‘Follies’ coming here; 
‘Abroad’ doing fairly well after ex- 
cellent start; $28,000 estimated. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (8th week) 


action for smash, paced around 
$19,500, which is capacity at new 
scale,. boosted from $3.30. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (61st 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Still making 
goodly profit and engagement in- 
definite; last week’s takings around 
$7.500. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (12th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Agency demand not 
so strong, but box office line always 
present and better than $16,000 
registered last week. 

‘First Lady,’ Muisc Box (8th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Very little 
under capacity last week for stand- 
out comedy, and the gross was 
$18,800. 

‘Granite,’ Vanderbilt (1st week) 
(D-804-$3.30). Presented by Charles 
R. Hammerslough; written by Clem- 
ence Dane; originally produced in 
London in 1926; opened Monday. 


‘Hell Freezes Over,’ Ritz (3rd 
week) (D-918-$3.30). All sorts of 
cut-rates but not much money; tak- 
ings estimated around $4.000; not 
sure after this week. 

‘| Want a Policeman,’ Lyceum 
(1st week) (D-957-$3.30). Presented 
by Francis Curtis and Richard 
Myers; written by Rufus King and 
Milton Lazarus; opened Tuesday, 


‘Jubilee,’ Imperial (14th week) 
(M-1,468-$4.40). Post-holiday  re- 
action among musicals more than 
straight show hits, but approxi- 
mately $31,000 here was big last 
week. 


‘Jumbo,’ Hippodrome (9th week) 
(M-4,327-$4.40). Nose-dived last 
week as expected, after big coin of 
New Year’s; estimated around 
$45,000. 

‘Libel,”, Henry Miller (5th week) 
(D-944-$3.30). Showed _ strength, 
grossing as much as New Year's 
week, which had an increased ‘eve’ 
scale; $10,500 indicates English 
meller will stick. . - 

‘May Wine,’ St. James (7th week) 
(M-1,520-$3.85). Picked up smartly 
at week-end and expected to make 
a go of it; estimated at $14,000 or 
better, 

‘Mid-West,’ Booth (2nd week) 
(D-704-$3.30). Opened last mid- 
week and drew divided press; fair 


trade thereafter; better line this 
week, 
‘Mulatto,’ Golden (13th week) 


D-1,150-$2.75). Moved here from the 
Vanderbilt Monday; mixed cast 
drama using cut rates of various 
types but low gross: under $2,500. 
‘Night of Jan. 16,’ Ambassador 
(18th week) (D-1,156-$2.75). Hold- 
jing to very good money and now 
| looks set into the spring; last week 
iclose to $10,000. 
‘O Evening Star,’ Empire. With- 





| house 


(C-1,059-$3.85). No post-holiday re-' 


drawn Saturday after four nights; 
drew a weak press. 

‘One Good Year,’ Fulton (8th 
week) (C-913-$3.30). Claimed to be 
making some money; with cut rate 
aid, business around $5,000 last 
week for one set comedy. 

‘Parnell,’ Barrymore (10th week) 
(D-1,096-$3.30). As good last week 
as during New Year’s period and 
should go through winter; around 
$10,000. 

‘Paradise Lost,? Longacre (6th 
week) (D-1,019-$3.30). The party 
show; all kinds of groups, mostly 
going for balcony; around $6,000 
weekly,.vchich may get it by. 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Alvin (15th 
week) (M-1,355-$3.30). Final week; 
lays off next week, then plays Phila- 
delphia; under $20,000; not enough 
for musical of kind. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Plymouth 
(llth week) (D-1,036-$3.30). Eased 
off more than other leaders last 
week; with takings around $15,500, 
however, goodly profit. 

‘Russet Mantle,” “Masque (ist 
week) (C-700-$3.30). Presented by 
Jerome Mayer and Murray Jay 
Queen; written by Lynn Riggs; 
opens Thursday (16). 

‘Scandals,’ New Amsterdam (4th 
week) (R-1,717-$4.40). Figured to 
have clicked and well up in the 
money last week, with takings 
around $28,000. 

‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Guild (16th 
week) (CD-941-$3.30). Final week; 
could remain longer but road dates 
imperative; paced around $15,000; 
house probably dark until next 
month, then getting ‘End of Sum- 
mer.’ 

‘Tapestry in Gray,’ Shubert 
(C-1,325-$3.30). Will close after 
Thursday (16) night’s performance: 
will have played three weeks, which 
gives management participation in 
picture rights coin. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 
(51st week) (C-869-$3.30). 
Long run laugh show continues to 
turn weekly profit; last week esti- 
mated around $11,000 mark. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,017-$1.65). Should last 
through season; now in third year 
and still making money; around 
$9,000. 

‘Truly Valiant,’ 49th Street Taken 
off after premiere; severely panned, 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (4th 
week) (CD<1,118-$3.30). New dra- 
matic leader; three matiness (no 
Tuesday ‘night performances be- 
cause of broadcasts); first full 
normal week $23,200; capacity all 
shows. 

‘Winterset,’ Beck (17th week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Should stick through 
winter; despite moving in and out 
the Beck, business holds to profit; 
over $10,000 last week. 

Other Attractions 

‘Ghosts,’ Morosco; Ibsen revival 
again goes to the road after this 
week, 

‘Let Freedom Ring,’ Civic Rep 
theatre; well spotted on 14th street; 


top goes up to $1.50 from $1 this 
week, 


$7,000 FOR ‘LETTY,’ 
‘L. As PIX TRY PLAYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Approximately 11,000 dribbed and 
drabbed into the El Capitan’s b. o. 
last week for Charlotte Greenwood's 
‘Waiting for Letty,’ Southern Cali- 
fornia’s lone legit holdout. This is 
the show's third week. Should stay 
three more. 

Nothing of importance in the 
legit fleid hits here until ‘Dods- 
worth’ at the tail end of this month. 
Meanwhile the Fox-West Coast will 
attempt to revive legit and kill 
doubie bilis with condensed versions 
of plays. 


‘P. A.’ $9,000, D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

‘Personal Appearance’ wound up 
its week at the National here Sat- 
urday with approximately $9,000, 
which was oke considering the cast 
had no stars and most of the smart 
crowd had seen the show on Broad- 
way. 

Current attraction is Alex Yokel's 
new one, ‘Julie the Great.’ Opening 
was set up from Monday to tonight 
(14) because of installation of heavy 
scenery, 


‘Vanities’ Folds 


‘Vanities’ closed as a road show 
in Detroit Saturday (11) and is be- 
ing converted into a unit for picture 
and vaude house bookings. Revue 
toured the south, then worked north 
through the Mississippi valley. 

In unit form, ‘Vanities’ is being 
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German Dilemma: Don't Want Modern 





Operettas and Can't Use Ord Ones 





Berlin, ‘Jan. 5. 


Popularity of modern operettias 
and musical plays is way below that 
of classical productions, according 
to an official of Reichs Theatre 
Chamber. Experience of recent 
years, inclading the period before 
the Nazi regime, shows that for a 
safe long run it’s still the old 
classical operetta that catches the 
pubdlic’s fancy. 

When Oscar Hammersiein [I 
came to Berlin a score of years ago 
to produce “‘Rose-Marie’ at the Ad- 
mirals Palace, he wanted to show 
the Berlin directors what is what in 
the musical comedy market. And 
he succeeded, only in the other di- 
rection. Loss on the piay during 
its Berlin run was staggering. 

Modern. musical plays produced 
here in grand style before 1933 were 
mostly built around a star, uch as 
Richard Tauber or Lily Massary or 
Gitta Alpar. ‘Ball at the Savoy,’ 
featuring Miss Alpar, did beautiful- 
ly for the Rotter Brothers, then the 
big moguls in Berlin’s theatrical 
market, controlling seven iarge 
houses. What the ‘modern’ Lehar 
production, ‘Frederike,’ with Tauber 
ana Kaethe Dorsch teading, brought 
in financially, was spent on an- 
other Lehar operetta, “Land of 
Smiles,” which came out on the 
wrong side of the ledger. ‘Victoria 
and Her Hussar’ and ‘The Worid 
Is Beautiful,’ both were termed fine 
productions, but no money makers. 

So German producers of today 
have to look to the classical op- 
eretta of years ago, such as ‘The 
Bat, ‘The Merry Widow,’ “The 
Bird Dealer and ‘Frau Luna’ 
Fancy salaries are out, anyway, and 
so are Jewish composers, Jewish 
actors, and Jewish producers. 


With so mach boosting of the 
classical operetta, Offenbach’s ‘Or- 
phevs’ and. his “Tales of Hoff- 
man’ would be ideal, as would 
Oscar Straus’ ‘Waltz Dream’ and 
Leo Fall’s catchy tunes. But the 
Aryan iaws forcibly changed the 
map of Germany's theatrical mar- 
ket. 

Operetta-minded Germany is still 
waiting for a new Oscar Straus, 
Jacques Offenbach, Leo Fall, Paul 
Abraham, Jean Gilbert-Winter- 
feld, etc. And in the meantime, 
nothing. 


Legit, Vaude Troupes 
For Russe Previnces 


Moscow, Dec. 16. 

As a first step in its plan to feed 
the hinterland flesh shows, the So- 
viet has launched fwo t:oupes in the 
province of Leningrad to play the 
outlying districts and huge collect- 
ive farms wherever possible. Rep- 
ertoire includes operettas, comedies 
and some vaudevilie. 


Companies are staffed with ex- 
perienced actors and musicians as 
well as freshly graduated students 
of Thespis. 


Moscow province is also slated for 


a similar treat,as soon as the outfit 
can be assembled. 








NEW ANZAC UWiT 


Lewis and Moore Head Bill Lined 
Up for Neil in London 








London, Jan. 5. 

Frank Neil’s new unit for the Tiv- 
oli in Melbourne, Australia, has just 
been lined up by Harry Hilling, who 
reprer ‘nis Neil here. 

Show «iii comprise Sammy Lewis 
and Patti Moore, originally brought 
over for the Piccadilly theatre here; 
Yvette Rugel, the Three Bonos, 
Decca and Decca and the Geddes 
Brothers, latter two local acts. Be- 
sides the bill will have Johnny Mc- 
Gregor and Bobby Kerrigan, down 
there from England with the last 
show. 

Company, 
about the end of March, 
14, having a 10 weeks’ 
with options. 


which is due to open 
sails Feb. 
guarantee 





Mex National Reopens 
Mexico City Jan. 14 
Palace of Fine Arts {National 
theatre) is scheduled to reopen on 
Jan. 16 with a gala function after 
having been closed for repairs dur- 
ing several weeks, 





{ Mexico Remains Adamant 
Against Ticket Specs | 


Mexico City, Jan, 14. 

Specs got another wallop here 
when the senate nixed a proposition 
to make legal the peddling of 
amusement tickets by organinzing 
hawkers into co-ops, bonding each 
seller for $1,500, licensing each with 
federal government and limiting 
their slice to 10% over the ductas’ 
face value. 

Solons decided that ticket specu- 
lation is prejudicial to public inter- 
ests in any form, 

Bill to make jocal anti-spec law 
national is pending in congress. 


BERLIN VAUDE 
SANS NATIVE 
COMEDY 


Berlin, Jan. 6. 
Any foreigner here the first time 
marvels how vaude still carries on 
in the Fatherland, inasmuch as bills 


of from 19 to 12 acts consist to the 
largest extent of acrobatic exhibi- 
tions and dancing. Whatever com- 
edy of note is offered hails from the 
United States. 


Reason for the almost total ab- 
sence of comedy is that native tal- 
ent, such as offered by the late Otto 
Reutter and Robert Steidl, has no 
more field to develop. Reutter, earn- 
ing $2,000 per week in his time and 
considered the safest draw in vaude, 
was a comedian of rare ability. 
Yet, under changed conditions as 
they are today, he would probably 
have to starve if he had to depend 
on vayde for a living, because his 
political songs would either land 
him in a concentration camp or in 
an asylum. 

Comedians going in for politics 
today in Germany would soon be- 
come tragedians. Any attempt in 
this direction, if merely mentioning 
names, is suicide. 


Such native comedians as still 
grace the boards go in for hokum 
and, if it’s real hoke, they own their 
theatres themseives, as illustrated 
by Eric Carow and Wilhelm Ben- 
dow. 

Painful attempts of native actors 
to solve this acute problem has done 
a lot to encourage managers to im- 
port foreign talent. No artificial 
camouflage can fool audiences to- 
day any more, with the Hollywood 
flickers just around the corner at 
26c a throw. 


Ceward-Lawreace Single 
Actors Get Lukewarm 
‘Ned, but Biz Sure 


London, Jan. 14. 
Two sets of three one-acters by 
Neel Coward, starring himself and 
Gertrude Lawrence, opened at the 


Phoenix Thursday (9) and last 
night (13), respectively. The first 
set was not well. received but the 
second won warm praise. Engage- 
ment is limited to 12 weeks, with 
capacity practically assured due to 
Coward's local popularity. 

Robert Donat opened in an anti- 
war propaganda play last night 
(13) at Southport, titled ‘Red Night.’ 
It was splendidly received despite 
having a tragic ending. 

















Trahan Lands 


London, Jan. 14. 

Al Trahan, with Yukona Cameron, 
opened at the Holborn Empire on 
the new bill, after a fortnight at 
the Alhambra, Paris. It is his first 
London date in feur vears and, de- 
spite the fact he's following an- 
other piano act, is the laughing hit 
of the bill. 

George Robey in a new act, 
low his usual standard. 

Business is far under that of last 


is be- 





week, when Will Mahoney headlined. 


‘Tait Goes Back. - 


edhcaaihe Jan. 14, 

Carryirg the stage rights to 
"Three Men On a Herse’ and ‘Any- 
thing Goes,’ E. J. Tait, head of the 
Williamson-Tait theatres in Austra- 
lia, has sailed for home. 

Plans to put the twc into produc- 
| tion immediately on his arrival 
down under. 


PARIS HOLIDAY 
BIZ VERY GOOD 





Paris, Jan. 5 

Holiday period, climaxed by New 
Year’s eve, was a bonanza for Paris 
theatres and niteries. Even weak 
legit shows drew coin on the two 
big nights, Christmas eve and New 
Year's eve, and the danceries raked 
it in. Only film exhibs are kicking 
that they didn’t get their share. 

Seme of the record Christmas eve 
takes in legit houses were a: the 
Chatelet, with spectacle-operetta 
‘Sun of Mexico’; Theatre de Paris, 
with Marcel Achard’s comedy, star- 
ring Raimu, ‘Coconut’; Marigny, 
with Edouord Beurdet’s -kisterical 
pageant play, ‘Margot’; Gymnase, 
with Henry Bernstein's ‘Heart’; 
Bouffes Parisiens, with Max Dearly 
farce, ‘Popinod’; and the tiny Vieux 
Colombier, with ‘Elizabeth.’ 

In the niteries, $10 was a normal 
supper price with champagne exira. 

Vaude houses did three shows on 
both big days, with plenty biz. Film 
theatres did all right Christmas and 
New Year's, but the stump in be- 
tween was so bad that it cut total 
grosses seriously. 


Melbourne Lesit Oke 


Melbourne, Dec. 24. 
Williamson - Tait will produce 
‘Yes, Madam,’ with Freddy Foss, 
next. ‘Desert Song’ finishes this 

week after a short revival season. 
W-T will also revive ‘Paul Jones’ 
for a run try at a later date. ‘White 
Horse Inn’ will be shown in New 
Zealand by W-T starting Dec. 26, 
while the big concert attraction 
Richard Crooks. 
just completed a 
ire’ and will 
wy to Sydney 
done fairly 
few weeks. 
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A. Cherniavsky Named 
“Fo Head Empire Exhib 
Johannesburg, Dec. 26. 
Corvaittee of the Empire Exhibi- 
tion has appointed Alex Cherniav- 
sky director of entertainment, 


Impresario wilt sail for Europe 
shortly to seek talent for pageants 
and productions at the Show 
Grounds. Event comes off in about 
a year, 


Piccadilly Folds 
In London After 
11 Weeks in Red 


London, Jan. 14, 
Piccadilly theatre here closed 
after 12 weeks, 11 of which were in 
the red, of a vaudeville policy which 


drew mainly on American talent for 
headliners. House was operated by 
Charles Clore and Aifred Esdoile. 
With the er 2 tion of the opening 
week, whe +t showed a profit of 











$1,000, tk cacilly lost an average 
of $1,000 > *ekly. 
Leddy & Smith and the Simon 


agencies in New York stated that 
the sudden.closing of the Piccadill: 
didn’t affect either very much. These 
offices set most of the American 
talent into the theatre since it 
opened. 

Simon agency had no acts set to 
go over, nor any there now, while 
Leddy & Smith agented Hal Men- 
ken, who was to have opened ai the 
theatre last Monday (6). Office 
claims it has received no word from 
Menken, though feels that the per- 
former’s ftabor permit will protect 
him for payment of his contract in 
England. 

American acts going over usually 
played two weeks at the Piccadilly 
and two at the Alhambra, Paris, on 
one contract, 





Musical in two acts by S$ 


Pemberton (by arrangement with 
Productions, Ltd.) at the Adelphi t 
Dec. 20, ‘35. Staged and directed by J. 


Br 

Foch. deeevceresocsoress Jack McCleud 
Eee ee ee oer re William Jacob 
Bismarck..... ceeecee eeseces Charies Turner 
_, ., PEREEreerer 6 0000068090048 Miles Byrne 
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| eee Ivan Wilmot 
CL SOR S85 4506494684 e409 Charles Peters 
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Caen Bee TMG. .. 65006800000 Berney Powell 
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‘Fritsi’ is described as a Parisian 
musical play, and the time is given 
as the present. Yet resert is had 
to the Can-Can and other attempts 
at entertainment of a vintage not of 
the moment. 


¥Fritzi’ is not unlike ‘Kiki.’ bears 
some resemblance to ‘Vicky,’ and at 
times goes back to ‘Mimi.’ The lo- 


cale is Paris, and everybody speaks 
straight English except Fritzi her- 
self, who affects a polyglot dialect 
not readily recognizable. 


She lives in a cellar and has gath- 
ered about her a bunch of bovs of 
the street, supporting them by 
hanging around cafes and picking 
up the residue of discarded cigar- 
ettes. In addition, loesn't hesi- 
tate to steal things. 
shop, she picks up a pie addressed 
to a prominent theatre 
Manager visits the cellar, 
panied by a gendarme. 


accom- 
Fritzi sings 





to him, and he gives her a card to 








While in a! 


manager, | 


| 











stage manager to put her fn his 
production. 
ding lady proves unsatisfac- 
t the dress rehearsal, 
r telis Fritzi to jump in ata 
t’s notice and replace her. 
the manager takes Fritzi to 
pper and to his flat, where she 
provided with ailuring negligee 
and an enormous couch, augmented 
by champagne, and when the man- 
ager retires to his own room to 
make ready for the night, she locks 
the door between them and remains 
a good girl. 

At the end of the evening, when 


Fritzi has returned to her cellar, he | 


follows her there and proposes mar- 


Some of the music is tuneful, and 
there is a funny burlesque number 
called ‘My Lord, the Carriage Waits.’ 

Rosalinde Fuller, in the name 
part, is more vigorous than sym- 
pathetic, and Ivan Wilmot as the 
manager is far from attractive. 
Probably the strongest hit is scored 
by Leslie French, a light comedian 
who sings and dances amusingly. 

A reasonably talented company 
handle the supporting roles, and the 
production and costuming are bet- 
ter than average. 

Piece is not likely to enjoy any 
extended stay in the West End. 

Jolo. 


LE TEMOIN 


(‘The Witness’) 
Paris, Dec. 30. 


Steve Passeur, pre- 
Paulette Pax and Lucien Beer 


Three act play by 
sented by 





at the Oeuvre, Paris. 
NN 6 bus e¥seesveseneent Rachel Berendt 
Solunge .. .......... Marguerite Cavadaski 
SPS or ree Sonia Batcheft 
WEED «ib 60. 60660066 084608685 Danictle-Lory 
EM TOMIGOGSS . 0000s ececcvess Emmy Guittes 
CECE onc ccrccsecccccccscs chee Sevelet 
 _,., MRREERTERI ELT TT Tr reee Fernand Fabre 
CEE 65060408 00000600088 4.-1. Chambois 
PEGE 5 +6006 eseebdenseees seeun Lefevre -TRel 
| er errr Paul Paulet 
New Passeur piece is full of 
strange psychology and overdrawn 
characters. : 


Single set represents entrance hall 








Paris, Jan. 5, 

Heavy list of entertainments ig 
planned for the official Fetes de 
Paris, to be held next spring from 
April 28 to July 15 ia an attempt 
to attract tourists back to this 
town. 

Passion Play in front of Notre 
Dame, with the Cathedral flood. 
lighted and the organ playing, will 
be repeated. This was about the 
only successful feature of last sea- 
son’s Fetes de Paris, which {failed 
as a tourist draw. 

Festival in honor of Moliere will 
be given in the courtyard of the 
Louvre Palace, with cooperation of 
stage and film celebs. Only outfit 
that has not been asked to contrib- 
ute to this demonstration is the 
Comedie Francaise, which Molicre 
founded and which gives the most 


authentic representations of his 
plays. Just one of those Paris 
slip-ups. 


Other events scheduled are a. 


Wagner festival at the Opera, May 
12 to 14, with a troupe from Bay- 
reuth; presentations of Mozart's 
‘Don Giovanni’ and of ‘Fidelio’ by 
an orchestra and troupe from Salz- 
burg, and a French music festival, 


Also a polo match between Ar- 
gentina and Chile in the Bois de 
Boulogne, footbell and  baschall 
games, a Russian ballet season, a 
ball in the Place des Vosges, pic- 
turesque downtown square; a radio 
festival in which Sacha Guitry will 
take part, a military band contest, 
and a flock of just plain celebra- 
tions. 





Beatty for Mayfair 


- London, Jan. 5. 

George Beatty has been signed to 
play the Mayfair hotel cabaret. 

Henry Sherek is lining up an all 
American cabaret show for the oc- 
casion, which will include, besides 
Beatty, Harriett Hutchins and Mary 
Raye and Naldi. Raye is of the 
former Raye, Ellis and Le Rue, and 
Naldi was with Howell and Harger. 





a 


of a proyincial hotel, where man 
(Fernand Fabre) has a date with 
his mistress (Sonia Batchoff). He's 
greeted by the hotel keeper (Rachel 
Berendt) a widow, who falls in love 
with him at first sight. Then his 
mistress arrives, and after a quarrel 
because he won't let her come to the 
small town in which he lives with 
his wife and children, she commits 
suicide. 

Rest of show consists of the man’s 
determination to follow the girl in 
suicide, and fight of the hotel 
woman, who loves him, to prevent 
it. She makes him, but this is 
merely a postponement, his suicide 
being the show’s denouement. 

Play is not as morbid as it sounds 
in a brief summary, but is never- 
theless packed with an atmosphere 
of strangeness. Doesn't seem to be 
the click which has been expected 
of Passeur for several years. 

Acting is of high Paris standard, 
particularly that of Mule. Berendt, 
who returns from a long rua in 
London—she plays in English as 
well as French. Sonia Batcheff is a 
newcomer with promise. Stern. 


La Revue de la Chair 


(‘Flesh Revue’) 
Paris, Jan. 1. 


Revue in two acts (30 scenes) preseniea 
at Concert Mayol. Paris, by Andre Denis 
and Paul Lefebvre. Written by Listone, 
Emile Codey and Farelli; staged by Ed- 
mon’ Carlus; dances by Georges Zeng’, 
English line by Gladys Randall; costumes, 
Aumont and Zanel. Stars Hilda Brown. 








Colored America again comes to 
the front of a Paris show. Hilda 
Brown here does some of the stuff 
that Josephine Baker brought to 
Paris some nine years ago, but with- 
out quite as much pep. She's not 
played up as an American, however, 
but as a Creole, which in France 
means a native of the French col- 
onies. 

Besides Miss Brown, show de- 
pends on nudism and French coni- 
edy of a fairly low calibre. Out- 
standing among the nude dancers 
is Lorna Rode, who manages to con- 
ceal her nudity vial long blond hair, 
far more modestly than the French 
girls in the show. Also an oriental 
dancer billed as Floryane, who does 
effective exotic grimaces and ges- 
tures. i 

test of show is ordinary, but will 
get by for the baldhead trade. 

Stern. 
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Chi Opera Chorister — 
Turns Impresario, Does 
Capacity in Rockford 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Jean Baptiste DeKeyser, a chorus 
man of Chi City Opera, has friends 
in Rockford, When last month 
City Opera shut down with salaries 
unpaid, DeKeyser got in touch with 
the town, which had not heard opera 
in 15 years, and obtained assurance 
that his friends would organize a 
paid audience if he provided a show. 
He banded some of the paid-by-the- 
week routineers of the City Opera, 
persuaded Rosalinda Morini to lend 
a hand as prima donna, rehearsed 
‘Rigoletto’ under a sub-contractor, 
and gave the opera Jan. 8 to a sold- 
out house, calling his venture the 
Chicago Opera. All concerned got 
some money from the gamble. 

Now DeKeyser talks of going back 
next month to give ‘Carmen,’ and 
of organizing a middlewest circuit. 


Chicago Tuning Up 


By Frederick Donaghey 











Eric DeLamarter, who since ‘17 
has been associate conductor of the 
Chicago Symphony, is so ill that 
Conductor Stock postponed his va- 
cation by a week and is conducting 
the concerts of Jan. 14-16-17-18. 
Hamilton Harty comes as guest- 
conductor for Jan. 23-24-28, by 
which time, it is expected DeLamar- 
ter will be able to take over pend- 
ing Dr. Stock’s return. DeLamarter 
was for some years drama-critic 
of the Inter-Ocean, retired in ’14 
by merger with the Record-Herald, 
and served for a time as music- 
critic of the former and of the Tri- 
bune. He was concert-conductor at 
Ravinia Opera. for years. Hé is 
heavily represented in the repertoire 
of the Chicago Sympliony as a com- 
poser. 





Mina Hager, Chicago contralto at 
one time under Campanini a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Opera, is soloist 
of the Jan. 14 concert by the Sym- 
phony with John Alden Carpenter, 
another Chicagoan devoted to mu- 
sic represented in her contri- 
bution by ‘Gitanjali,’ his setting of 
some poems by Tagore, the Hindu 
aesthete. ‘ 





Having inthe 10 years since the 
orchéstra was founded allowed 
special privileges on wage-scales 
and such to the Chicago Woman’s 
Symphony, the musicians’ union is 
new insisting that the organization 
is of age, and that it pay atten- 
tion to some of the rules and regu- 
lations of the Chicago Federation. 
The orchestra for 10 years has been 
depending for revenues for over- 
head on gifts, sponsored series of 
concerts, and window-sales. So, 75 
sponsors are asked to give $30 
apiece to carry the player’s fees for 
remaining concerts of this season's 
schedule, with 23 of those so far 
solicited having prosiised to heip. 
Each sponsor’s $30 will take care of 
one, player’s fees, there being 75 
players and the whole sum required 
being $2,250. The union is not in- 
sisting that the players be paid the 
same scale as the men of the Chi- 
eago Symphony, but requires that 
salaries be guaranteed. The womet 
gave their third concert of the sea- 
son Jan. 12, in the Studebaker, with 
Olga Valentine's ballet as an extra. 





The group of 11 well-knowns who 
set out in December to find respon- 
sible guarantors of $106,000 for a 
six-weeks season of opera next sea - 
son, expect to call it a day by the 
end of the month and dishand, say- 
ing: ‘If Chicago can’t insure a sca- 
son for that sum, it’s silly to worry 
whether or not there’s to be a 1936 
opera-season. Men and women who 
were expected to give $1,000 apiece 
said they would give $100, the same 
men and women who are horrified 
When told there may be no opera 
and then grimly ask what's become 
of the Chicago spirit. They were so 
used to letting George do it.— that 
they think another George should 
happen along with a load of what 
they call Chicago spirit. We will 
try until the end of the month: but 
Just now we have in sight $22,900.’ 


Liederkranz Society Sued 


Reading, Pa., Jan. 14. 

George D. Haage, who for many 
years has presented stars of opera 
and concert locally, has brought suit 
for $1,350 against the Reading Lied- 
erkranz, German singing society, to 
recover salary alleged dne him as 
its musical director. 

Haage has served the organization 
for Many yearm 





Met's Balto Fold-Up 


Raltimore, Jan. 14. 
Metropolitan Opera will close its 
‘35-'36 season with 2 three-day 
stand in Balto, April 2-3-4. Pro- 


ductions will be ‘Carmen’ (Rosa; 
Ponselle), ‘Tristan and Isolde’ (Kir- | 
sten Flagstad and Lauritz Melchior), | 
and ‘La Boheme’ (Lucrezia Bori, 
Lawrence Tibbett and either Gio- 
vanni Martineli: or Nino Martini). 
Met comes here after its week in 
Boston, starting March 21. 

Deemed fitting that the final per- 
formance the Met gives this season 
should be the one in which Lucrezia 
Bori has announced will signal her 
retirement after 28 consecutive sea- 
sons with the outfit. 


DETROIT SENDING 3 

















Chicago, Jan. 14. 


Thaddeus Wronski, impresario of 
the Detroit Opera, here to fix dates 
and terms for an after-Easter visit 
ot his company in. repertoire of 
three operas. Two will be novelties 
in Chicago—'The Dybbuk’ and 
Prince Igor,’ old stuff in the Met but 
never placed in repertoire of Chi- 
cago Opera. ‘Aida’ will be third 
opera; with Rosa Raisa in title-part. 
She will have title-part in ‘The 
Dybbuk,’ also. Plan te include ‘La 
Traviata’ in rep, with lLucrezia 
Bori, ot the Met, and a star tenor, 
has been dropped. 

Concert dates not yet decided. 
Wronski wishes to come in mid- 
April; but time he desires is held by 
San Carlo Opera and Monte Carlo 
Ballet, buth returns. Expectation is 
that, if Fortune Gallo refuses to 
push back into May, Detroit venture 
will go into first half of April. 


Booking Mgr. on Skates 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 14. 

Edwin Wedge of Detroit, former 
U. S. Olympics athlete (1928), is 
here to participate in the speed 
skating events. 

On the side he is acting as book- 
ing agent for his bride, Goeta 
Ljungberg, operatic soprano, in 
lining up dates in this section for 
early summer. She's now in New 
York. 

Couple were married in October. 











Radio Build-Up Ripens 
New Met Diva for Road 


Suzanne Fisher, debuting this sea- 
son with the Metropolitan Opera 
company, goes out as a concert 
headliner next season under NBC 
Artists banner. Singer is spotted for 
various radio appearances this year. 
Bureau feels these will pave the 
way for concert dates next winter. 

She’s one. of the new U. S. divas 
in the Met.’s personnel. 





Further Denver Bookings 
Denver, Jan, 14. 


Arthur M, Oberfelder and Robert 
Slack have just contracted four 
more attractions for their concert 
series. This group includes Trudi 
Schoop and her comic ballet, Jan. 
27; Ruth Slencyznski, Feb. 4; Mis- 
eha Elman, Feb. 8, and the Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orchestra, 
May 6. 

Next attraction in the regular 
Oberfelder-Slack series will be the 
appearance of Nelson Eddy, Jan. 17. 
Only seats available are chairs on 
the stage. 





Rosa Raisa in Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Rosa Raisa is booked for Orches- 
tra Hall next week at top price of 
$2 as concert season swings into 
high again. Jooss European Ballet 
is another star bill, also scheduled 
for Orchestra Hall at $3 top, on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 

Detroit Concert Society's series of 
five piano recitals opens same week, 
with Poldi Mildner as artist. Others 
to appear later are Josef Lhevinne. 
Arthur Schnable, Albert Hirsh anid 
Miseha Levitzki. 





Heifetz, $2 200, Balto. 
Baltimore, Jan. 14. 
In first concert here in several 
years by Jascha Heifetz, last Wed. 
(8), the large Lyric was nearly ¢a- 
pacity upstairs and down. 





Estimated gross at $2.20 
$2,200. 


top. 


OPERAS TO CHICAGO: 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
GA-GA ON NOVELTY 


Rome, Jan. 3. 
Stage sets used in the production 
of ‘Iris’ which was the opening night 
attraction at the Royal Opera House 
in Rome actually and literally pre- 
sented a novel angle. In both the 





-first act, which was laid in a Japa- 


nese landscape, and the second act, 
which took place in the interior of 
a Japanese brothel, the scenery was 
tilte@ toward the audience, The 
plane of the stage was inclined at 
a considerable angle, so that all 


the actors’ motions had to take 
place up or down the slope instead 
of on a level, and ‘upstage’ meant 
a lot more than usually. 

In the first set, the housé and the 
bridge spanning the river were de- 
signed at angles corresponding to 
the tilt of the whole set, so that the 
audience, even the part of it that is 
used to the worm’s eye view, got a 
bird’s eye view of both, being treat- 
ed to a good look at the roof of the 
house, and a gocd guess as to 
whether the bridge would come top- 
pling over the footlights most any 
moment or not. 

In the brothel scene, the furni- 
ture was adapted in the same angu- 
lar way; and when the drapes at 
the rear (and top) of the stage were 
drawn aside and the crowd appear- 
ed in back and above the imterior, 
the audience shared the nice sensa- 
tion of being menaced by the crowd 
with the little Japanese girl who 
was being exhibited. 

Sets were after designs by Nicola 
Benois, but with important artistic 
modifications and technical adapta- 
tions by Pericle Ansaldéo. 


Reinhardt 


(Continued from page 53) 


other starts. The dance troupe 
romps on before the men with the 
praying shawls can quite get off. 
Some of the legs show. It seems 
sacrilege. 


Doesn’t Mince Gestures 


Isaac Van Grove, who directs the 
orchestra, is singing some of the 
parts. Ben Cutler, who leads a jazz 
band at the Shelton hotel, is hand- 
ling a small part; he’s an angel. 
Press agent number three wants to 
know how the VARIETY mugg likes 
it. Just at that moment Reinhardt 
puts his fingers to his nose in an 
expressive gesture. 


Paul Denis has a small part. He 
is really the son of the late Cantor 
Rosenblatt. He doesn’t want any- 
one to know. He wants to make his 
way on his own. 


Von Mendelssohn fs jotting down 
notes. Herold is jotting down notes. 
Helene Thiiiig is jotting down 
notes. Reinhardt is holding his 
head. 


On stage Abraham (Macaulay) is 
offering his son in sacrifice to God. 
The child screams. He.is a boy out 
of the ‘Dead End’ cast. It is grip- 
ping. Reinhardt weeps. Mrs. Rein- 
hardt wipes a tear from her eyes. 


A moment later another scene. 
Sam Jaffee is scoffing. Reinhardt is 
laughing. Mrs. Reinhardt is laugh- 
ing. 

Press agent number four asks the 
mugg not to forget to mention that 
Malcolm Lamar and Harry Beatty 
are handling the technical end of 
rebuilding the old theatre on 34th 
St. 

‘How many press agents are there 
anyway ”’ 

No one seems to know. A half- 
dozen or so. Joseph Brainin is in 
charge. Or Ann Silver is in charge. 
They each have several assistants. 

The show is scheduled to open the 
last week of January. It's been 
postponed twice. It may be post- 
poned again a couple of times. After 
all, rebuilding a theatre. . .! 

Finally the first act is over. 

‘Wie lang?’ asks the professor. 

‘Sixty-seven minutes,’ he is told. 

‘Fine,’ he smiles. Now, Kinder!’ 
They're his children. 

Everyone on stage again. The 
Professor is in center stage. The 
entire east surrounds him. A}l the 
copious notes are brought forth. 
Gone over one by one. The Profes- 
sr explains them. 

You said, in YOUR soul,’ 
ham. That’s not the way. 
you to say ‘In your SOUL.’ 

Abraham repeata it. ‘In 
SOUL,’ 








Abra- 
I want 


your 





On to the next note. On inte the 
night. 





Concerts, Ballets at Jones Beach; 
Barge as Stage, 5,000 25c Seats 





7,000 SEATS SOLD OUT 


Seattle Goes Big for $1.50 Top Piano 
Recital 








Seattle, Jan. 14. 

Folks here will put out dough for 
ace attractions. This is again proven 
this week with sellout of 7,000 seats 
at Civic aude for Percy Grainger, 
Australian pianist-composer, who 
got record crowd at concert last 
night. “Pop prices prevailed, 50c to 
$1.50, with gross close to $7,000. Mail 
order biz was great, being 80%, and 
sellout was chalked up almost week 
in advance of date. 

Capacity biz also greeted Ballet 
Russe at Music Hall, sponsored by 
Ladies’ Musical Club. . This 2,300- 
seater was packed two nights and 
at mat, with take range 50c to $2.50. 


CHl OPERA LACKED 
A THEATRE LICENSE 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Annual check-up by bureau 
having charge of theatre licenses 
finds that none was asked for, patd 
or issued to Civic Opera House for 
1935, although big theatre was in 
occasional use for miscellaneous 
offerings and for five weeks housed 
season of Chicago Opera. Argu- 
ment in rebuttal by building-man- 
agers is that opera house is a not- 
for-profit venture, although point is 











not provided for in city ordinance. 
That Civil Theatre, in same 
building, lacked 1935 license was 
discovered when owners of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ sought to lease house after 
Mayor Kelly closed play in Selwyn. 
However, Standard Oil, as importer 
of Jack Hylton's radio-show, is 
taking care of license for theatre, 
which seats fewer than 1,606, 


Double Tragedy im L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Mrs. Melita Powell Rovig, 50, for- 
mer Metropolitan Grand Opera 
singer, shot her husbend to death 
Sunday (13) and then turned gun 
on herself with fatal results. 

In dying statement Rovig, a 
liquor salesman, told police his wife 
had accused him of infidelity. She 
shot him twice in the abdomen. 


WPA 


(Continued from page 52) 
people were willing to pay $50 ini- 
tiation plus half a year’s dues in 
order to secure the $163.56 monthly 
from the government. 


Deny Arty Charge 


Claim that the project’s shows are 
being framed along litthe theatre 
lines is refuted. It is admitted that 
little theatre managements are at 
the head of the shows, but the casts 
are professional and so are those 
assigned to act as company man- 
agers, while the press Jepartment is 
also culled from the ranks of show 
business. A number of people for- 
merly prominent on Broadway are 
known to be in the project’s New, 
York set-up. . 

Last week Elmer Rice, regional 
director, added a fourth house close 
to the theatre zone to be used for 
WPA shows. It is the former Prin- 
cess, on 39th street, which is under 
lease to Labor Stage, a unionist 
group sanctioned by the American 
Federation of Labor. The 299-seater 
will be ready for use on Feb. 1 but 
Labor Stage has not formed a play- 
ing organization, nor has it found 
the type of plays for which it was 
formed—dramas favoring the cause 
of unionism. - Other WPA-leased 
theatres in Manhattan are the Bilt- 
more, Manhattan and Daly's. 

Deal between WPA and Labor 
Stage calls for sliaring the receipte 
50-50, the admission scale to be 50c, 
top. Labor reserves the right to 
seleet the plays which the WPA will 
present at the house, to be renamed. 

One unit known as the Theatre 
Workshop has Cleon Throckmorton 
in charge. Ht is located at 455 Tenth 
avenue (3oth street), where settings 
and costumes are designed and 
made. At these quarters ‘The 
Eternal Wanderer’ was tried out 
early this week by the Yiddish 
drama group. Another unit known 

















as the Yiddish intimate theatre is 
readying a number of playlets. 


Deal is on for a season of high 
elass concerts to be presented in 
the open-air at Zach's Bay, Jones 


Beach, N. Y., next summer. Long 
Island State Park Commission is 


contacting various metropolitan 
agencies on the idea of supplying 
Grade A talent during the hot 


months. Presentations would be 
given on the floating pier, anchored 
permanently 2a short ways out from 
the shore, with total seating capac- 
ity (on land) of 10,006 seats. 
Besides singers, plans include 
broaticasting, ballets, pageants, sym- 
phonies, and other offertngs adapted 
to such purses. There would be 
5,000 seats free to patrons with the 
remaining half sold at a quarter, 
Last year WPA talent appeared at 
the resort, but officials want class 
fare for the coming season starting 
in June. 

One idea under consideration is to 
move symphonies and other attrac- 
tions which are done at Lewisohn 
Stadium in Manhattan aut to the 
beach for repeat performances, 
Added appearances would double 
work for those. pacted for .such 
dates and would add prestige to the 
play spot itself. Commission would 
like nightly shows or at least four 
times a week. B. L. Van Schaink 
is handling preliminary negotia- 
tions. 


Dervish Technique 
Studied by Dancer 


Belgrade, Jan. 3. 

Tashamira, U. 8S. dancer now 
here, is studyimg Dervish prayer- 
dances with the idea of taking them 
back to New York after her present 
tour. She’s been visiting some of 
the old Dervish monasteries in 
Skelpje near here, to get first-hand 
slants on the ancient rituals. 

Dancer lived here until she was 
nine years old, when her family 
moved to America. This spring she 
embarks on a tour of the Balkan 
states, with a single appéarance 
scheduled in Paris, before leaving 
for the other side. Her return here 
was marked with success as natives 
are keen on dancing, either classical 
or modern. 











Edith Lorand Visits 
Here Following Tour 


Edith Lorand’s company of Hun- 
garian musicians (15) is en route to 
Budapest following a six-week tour 
under NBC Artists banner. Miss 
Lorand personally is remaining a 
bit longer in America before return- 
ing to Europe. oe 

Her first American appearance 
was a Carnegie Hall (N. ¥.) date 
and a Vallee radio guester last fall, 
She'll repeat next season, it's un- 
derstood. 





Hurok to California 


S. Hurok left for the Coast early 
last week to be on hand during the 
Los Angeles and San Francisce en- 
gagements of the Monte Carlo Ballet 
Russe, May talk film deals on 
Coast. 

He'll return to New York by the 
middie of Feb. 





Brancato’s Laryngitis 
Kansas City, Jan. 14. 

Rosemarie Brancato, who came 
back to her own home town to sing 
with the Kansas City Philharmonic 
Orchestra the $th and 16th, was 
unable to sing the second night on 
account of an attack of laryngitis. 

Although she is expected to be 
able to return to New York in a 
few days her physician sent her to 
a hospital for rest. 





Hart 4’s Int’! Tour 
Saskatoon, Sask., Jan. 14. 
Hart House Quartet, Toronto, 
on tour Canadian and United States 
in 80 recitals before sailing to Eng- 
land early in May, going to Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark and Holland 
in October. 
Heard for first time in this city 
Jan. 10 at University convocation 
hall. 





Emma Redell of Chicago Civic 
Opera, is scheduled for her first 
N. Y. recital in three seasons on 





Jan. 20 im Town Hall. 
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Using the Air 

Following the earlier and fairly 
extensive practice of newspapers 
and magazines in using radio to 
gain readers and prestige, trade 
papers are now also starting to use 
broadcasting. Roy Dickinson, head 
man at Printer’s Ink, is a leading 
spirit in a contemplated program 
over WOR, New York, in which four 
advertising trade papers in periods 
of six weeks each will conduct a 
once-weekly quarter hour devoted 
to trade gossip of their field. 

Advertising and Selling, Adver- 
tising Age and Tide are the others 
lined up by WOR according to seni- 
ority. Program will start later this 
month. 

Drug World and American Drug- 
gist, owned by Hearst, are already 
conducting a three-a-week half hour 
program over WINS, New York. 
Ed Flynn is master of ceremonies 
with lots of music sandwiched in. 
Trade gossip plus oddities of the 
drug and medicine world and its 
history constitute the pattern of the 
program. 





Harry Carr Dead 


Harry Carr, 58, author, world 
traveler and Los Angel Times 
columnist, died in L. A. Jan. 10 of 
a heart attack. Deceased joined the 
Times in 1897 and in his 39 years 
with the sheet covered Washing- 
ton and the World War. He was 
given honorable mention ‘®y - the’ 
Pulitzer committee in 1934 for his 
articles written abroad and here. 
-Carr took time out from. his 
newspaper work to do an occasional 
scenario for D. W. Griffith and 
Jesse Lasky. His last connection 
with pictures was on the screen 
play of Paramount’s ‘Old Ironsides.’ 
His four published works include 
‘Old= Mother Mexico,’ ‘The West 
Still Is Wild,’ ‘Riding the Tiger’ and 
‘Los Angeles, City of Dreams.’ In 
His last ‘Lancer’ column for the 
Times he wrote, ‘death cuts down 
the famous by threes in Hollywood 
-—Thelma Todd, John Gilbert and 
Quien: Sabe?’ 

His widow, a son and daughter 
survive. 





Polo Mag Changes Title 

Starting with Jan. issue, Polo 
mag becomes Horse and Horseman. 
Cover, typography and style have 
been altered, but there will be no 
material change in editorial policy, 
ownership or direction. 

George A. Hammer, formerly with 
Curtis Pub. Co., has been named 
‘business manager. Alfred Gwynne 
Vanderbilt and August A. Busch, 
Jr., have joined board of directors, 
of which Herbert Bayard Swope is 
chairman. Peter Vischer, one of 
the founders of Polo in 1927, re- 
mains editor. 





Anvil-Partisan Merge 

Starting Jan. 22, bi-monthly mags 
Anvil and Partisan Review will 
combine as new literary monthly. 
Merger to be called, for time being, 
Partisan Review & Anvil. Contents. 
to comprise fiction, poetry, report- 
age and literary criticism. To sell 
for 15c. 

Editorial board consists of Philip 
Rahv, Allen Calmer, William Phil- 
lips, Edwin Rolfe and Clinton Simp- 
son. James T, Farrell will write 
column on legit, and Kenneth Fear- 
tng will do same on films. 





English Buy Manwaring Tome 


Dan Manwaring, of Warners stu- 
dio publicity staff, has sold the 
English book rights to his new 
novel, ‘The Man Who Murdered 
Himself,’ to Lane & Co. 

Book, published in N. Y. by Wil- 
liam Morrow, is due in stalls Feb. 7. 





Dropping Sunday Edition 

St. Paul Daily News, which began 
publication in Minnesota’s capital 
city in 1900, discontinues its Sunday 
edition starting March 1, According 
to Fred H. Strong, city editor, fold- 
ing the Sunday issue is in line with 
execs’ plan to step up the daily, in- 
creasing its size from four to six 
pages over the present average of 
18. 

General revamping of the staff is 
in prospect, with several new men 
to be added in the plan to improve 
the tone of the sheet. 





New Film Supplement 


Movies of the Week is the title of 
a new fan supplement which starts 
off with a reported circulation in 
about 30 newspapers ‘in U. 8. and 
Canada. Published in New York, 
chiefly in black and white. 





More Hoss Opry- - 
Winford Publications has another 
pulp, this one called Western Action 
Novels and a bi-monthly. 
Cliff Campbell is editing. 





LETERATSE 





—— 


‘Men and Brethren’ ($2.50) 


‘Will Rogers’ ($1) 


‘Mrs. Astor’s Horse’ ($3) 








‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ ($5) ..cssecees 
wees receedeetecceneeetcen Menmey Walmer 


secccveeee BY Zane Grey 


.-By Faith Baldwin 
.eeeeeeee By Josephine Lawrence 


.....-By Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
-By James P, Warburg 
-By Alexander Woollcott 
.- By P. J. O’Brien 
-By T. E. Lawrence 


eeveeee 








Trade Papers 


The Florida Grower, Tampa, has 
leased its publication to the Florida 
Growers’ Pub. Co., which assumes 
authority for operation of the 
monthly. 

Robbins Pub. Co, appointed A. C. 
M. Azoy managing ed of Advertis- 
ing and Selling. He takes the place 
of M. L. Gaffney, who resigned to 
join the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. 

Electric Kitchen Times, formerly 


published in Cleveland, has been 
sold: to Heating Journals, Inc., of 
"New York. 


More Business, new co-operative 
monthly mag devoted to graphic 
arts, began with a Jan. issue. 
American Photo-Engravers Associ- 
ation, Chicago, publishing. 

Tuna fishing industry comes into 
its own with publication of Tuna 
Clipper mag. Will make its ap- 
pearance in near future with Byron 
Woods as ed. 





Restoring Shakespearean Theatre 
Globe-Mermaid Association of 
England and America to build in 
South London a replica of the Globe 
theatre, which was destroyed by fire 
in 1613. It is also considering re- 
building old Mermaid Tavern next 
to the theatre and establishing an 
Elizabethan Library and Museum in 
this center. 

English section. of Association’s 
council includes Shakespearean 
scholars and actors. American sec- 
tion is just being formed. F. C. 
Owlett is here from London to dis- 
cuss project with interested people. 





Md. Press Assn’s Officers 


At close of annual two-day ses- 
sion held in Baltimore last week, 
the Maryland Press Association, 
composed largely of county news- 
papers, elected officers for coming 
year, 

Sam Shanahan, publisher of the 
Easton Star-Democrat and chair- 
man of the State Board of Chari- 
ties, was returned to post of presi- 
dent; David Jenkins, publisher of 
the Annapolis Capital and Mary- 
land Gazette, was re-elected treas- 
urer-secretary; Watson Webb, of 
Cambridge, was chosen first v.p.; 
and John Roberts, of Baltimore, 
second v.p. Board of Governors: 
Wilmer Cronin, of Aberdeen; I. E. 
Jones, of Saiisbury; and James 
Curley, of Laurel. 





George Morgan Diés 


George Morgan, 81, author and 
former newspaper editor, died Jan. 
8 at his home in Philadelphia after 
a year’s illness. For more than 50 
years Morgan was employed on 
various Philadelphia papers, finally 
retiring in 1928 from the Record, 
where he was Sunday editor. He 
was author of ‘John Littlejohn of 
J’ and ‘The Issue,’ both historical 
novels, and biographies of Patrick 
Henry, Lafayette and James Mon- 
roe. He also wrote ‘The City of 
Firsts.” 





"Nother Tab for L. A, 


Los Angeles Illustrated Daily 
News, that town’s only tab, will 
have a running mate March 1, 
when the regulation sized Post- 
Record drops its identity and 
format for new title of Evening 
Daily News. 

Manchester Boddy owns _ both 
sheets and has long tried to unload 
the P-R, a losing venture. 





Travel Mag Underway 
Pacific ieographic mag, new 
travel publication, to make its ap- 
pearance shortly. Will cover entire 
Pacifie area, including South Sea 
Islands, Australia and India, 
Culbreth Sudler is editor. 
New Pulps 
Assouiated Authors, Inc.. launch- 
ing two new mags called Scarlet 
Gang Stories and Scarlet Confes- 





sions. 


J. Bruce Donahowu is editor. 


Guild- now on the Coast. 





| Day 
‘France and Ralph S. Peer, 


Writers’ L. A. Office 


Authors League of America will 
open Coast offices of the organiza- 
tion immediately, placing in charge 
a present member of the New York 
staff. 

Organization decided on move in 
view of the large number of mem- 
bers of the League and Dramatists 
Local offi- 
cers will give members here direct 
service and eliminate the raft of 
correspondence and wires in com- 
municating with eastern headquar- 
ters on individual problems. 





L. A. Nabe Daily 


Los Angeles Press, community 
weekly, which goes evening daily 
tab Feb, 1, will be covered by the 
City News Service locally, and by 
Trans-Radio for outside bulletins. 
First sheet in city to be serviced 
by T-R.,. 

Outfit will continue twice-weekly 
shopping news. throwaway, which 
currently has press run of 86,000.- 


‘Round ’n ’Round’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


until Columbia won out. Max Win- 
slow wired for the rights to the 
forthcoming Columbia-Harry Rich- 
man filmusical, ‘Rolling Along’ and 
the filmusical will now be retitled 
and rescored after the pop song. 
Metro made a screen test of Mike 
Farley-Eddy Riley, as well as a bid 
for the boys’ song with an eye to the 
1937 ‘Broadway. Melody.’ Para- 
mount was also hot on it. - 
Personals 


Farley-Riley and their Onyx Club 
(N.Y.) Boys (swing combo), are 
currently at ‘the Paramount on 
Broadway, doubling from the nitery. 
Eddie Cantor has the songwriting 
band leaders also slated for a radio 
commercial. 

In the background of ‘Music Goes 
Round and Round’ is Red Hodgson, 
who is the accredited co-author of 
the song. He first introduced the 
phrase as an ad lib obligato while 
working as trumpet player with the 
late Earl Burnett’s orchestra around 
Chicago. In the choruses of ‘Dinah’ 
Hodgson would ad lib, ‘The Music 
Goes Round and Round.’ Farley 
and Riley developed and embel- 
lished the present version as cur- 
rently constituted and Santly-Joy is 
splitting the royalties three-ways 
equally. 

Hodgson is pevéensh-agnearenc- 
ing around Chi now, upping from 
$60 a week to $600, and the Farley- 
Riley boys, besides their Decca re- 
cordings, etc., are likewise coming 
into the fancy money. Rockwell is 
currently working on the idea of 
uniting the trio. 

‘Round and Round’ is already the 
subject of a legal claim by the 
National Songwriters League, 503 
Grané street, Jersey City, of which 
Louis A. Gorlan is president, and 
V. Ray Grobholz, executive secre- 
tary. 

Select Music’s attorney, J. T. 
Abeles, has the claim from the 
League that it published a Ford’s 
Model T. Joke .Book and that in- 
cluded therein is a verse about ‘the 
wheels go round and round; you 
press the pedal down; whoa-ho-ho; 
way down below-below-below,’ etc., 
all tending to allege lyric similarity. 

Abeles has also a claim against 
the Chicago Evening American for 
allegedly printing the entire chorus 
without permission. The American 
printed a story on Red Hodgson, 
Chi boy, hence the lyric reprint. 

Campbell-Connelly by blanket 
contract has ‘Round’ for England 
but the song has created unusual 
demands for the Select Music cata- 
log for other countries. Francis, 
& Hunter has taken it for 
Inc. 
(Southern Music Co.) has acquired 
the Mexican, Argentine and Bra- 
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French Sunday Paper 


Sunday newspaper idea has at 
last invaded France. Paris Soir, 
evening sheet with the largest cir- 
culation in the country, is publish- 
ing on Saturday nights (with a Sun- 
day date) two simultaneous editions, 
one just like all the weekaay papers 
and the other, called Paris Soir 
Dimanche, containing eight pages 
of features as well as regular news. 
Readers can have either edition they 
want, but the one including the fea- 
tures costs twice as much as the 
other. 

Features are closely imitated from 
American and English Sunday 
newspapers, and for the most part 
are actually translated or adapted 
from English, Comic strip idea is not 
entirely adopted, but a page of 
humorous cartoons is used weekly, 
each time by a different artist. 
Women’s features are conspicuously 
played up, and ‘Advice to the Love- 
lorn’ is included. Also a page of kid 
stuff. 





Add to D-M Prize 
Forum mag has’ joined Dodd, 
Mead in its prize contest for a Red 


Badge gumshoe yarn. Forum is 
adding another $1,000 for serial 
rights, which makes total prize 
money $2,000. 
Goentest closes July 31. ‘i 
Chatter 
Nebulae, Michigan poetry mag, 


now a bi-monthly. 


Robert Frost wintering at 
home near Miami, Fla. 


James Rorty back from 15,000 
mile auto trip cross continent. 


Archibald MacLeish doing articles 
on anti-Semitism for Fortune, 


Upton Sinclair publishing his 
satire, ‘Depression Island,’ himself 
Johan Macrae, president of E. P. 
Dutton Co., Dutton Co., to England. 


Jay David Blaufox has a piece in 
the current Liberty, ‘Ladies Who 
Jump.’ 

Kyle Crichton in Hollywood for 
Colliers. Errol Flynn first on his 
calling list. 

Virginia Woolf's most recent is 
‘The Years’ and Harcourt, Brace will 
publish it in April. 

Idwal Jones has written a juven- 
ile, ‘Whistlers Van,’ which Viking is 
publishing in April. 

Jean Dupuy, publisher Le Petit 
Parisien and Excelsior, and -wife 
visiting New York. 

Anna Louise Strong, ed Moscow 
Daily News and author of ‘I Change 
Worlds,’ in from Russia. 

James P. Dawson, of N. Y. Times, 
elected chairman of New York 
Chapter of Baschball Writers Assn. 

Sidney Fairway is really Dr. S. 
Herbert Daukes, director of Well- 
come Museum of Natural Science in 
London, 

‘Antony,’ biog of Viscount Kneb- 
worth by his father, Earl of Lytton, 
to be published here this Spring by 
Scribner. 

Rosamond Lehmann’s ‘Weather 
in the Streets’ skedded for publica- 
tion in late spring by Reynal & 
Hitchcock. 

Robert Frost to have new book 
out this spring, his first since ‘West- 
Running Brook’ in 1928. Title un- 
decided as yet. 

Herschel Brickell now conducting 
book review department for Review 
of Reviews mag. 

Donand C. Peattie to have his next 
on Simon & Schuster list and calls 
it ‘Men and Nature.’ 

Dalton Trumbo’s ‘Darling Bill’ 
picked for Little-Brown Tome on 
‘Best Statevepost Stories of 1935.’ 
Writer is on Warners staff. 

New Democracy mag has under- 
gone change in editorial staff. Gor- 
ham Munson is new editor and 
James Laughlin IV, literary ed. 

W. A. Weaver in as editor and 
publisher of the Albuquerque New 
Citizen, weekly throw-away, replac- 
ing Arnold Bauer, whose interest 
he bought. 

Ishbel Ross almost finished with 
her forthcoming book on femme 
scribes called ‘Ladies of the Press.’ 
Harpers has it skedded for spring 
publication. 

Jimmy Richardson, managing edi- 


tor, and Gilmore Brown, editorial 
writer, dropped by L. A. Post- 
Record. Tom Grimshaw and Lee 


Payne took over m.e. spot. 

Hillman-Curl publishing Howard 
Spring's Londc.. best-seller ‘Rachel 
Rosing.’ Spring is literary editor 
of the London Evening Standard, 
having succeeded J. B. Priestly. 

T. M. Pepperday, business mana- 
ger of Albuquerque Journal and 
Tribune, and publisher of the Jour- 
nal, in as business manager of 
Scripps-Howard papers in Rocky 
Mountian area with headquarters in 





Denver. Regan Brewer replaces 
him in Albuquerque, 


—S oro me ee ere me - - 
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Best Sellers . 


Best sellers for the week ending Jan. 11, as reported by the 
Americans News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 


‘Trail Driver, The’ ($2. ee AME PT oe eT 
‘Floating Peril, The’ ($2.00) ..ceccceeees .By E, Phillips Oppenheim 
‘Sound Wagon’ ($2.50) ....scccescececceeesceeeeeby T, 8, Stribling 
‘Moon's Our Home’ ($2.00) woccccsseencceececees 
seccccccceseee bY James Gould Cozzens 
‘I¢ I Have Four Apples’ ($2.50) .... 

Non-Fiction 
‘North to the Orient’ ($2.50) ...... 
‘Hell Bent for Election’ (50C.) wsccssseesssees 
‘Woollcott Reader, The’ ($3) ....scesceces 


——s 


Fiction and Films 


By WOLFE KAUFMAN 
Stearns Is Back 

Harold Stearns was once called 
the ‘white hope of American inte}. 
lectuals.’ He was once editor of the 
old Dial. He was on the old Dra. 
matic Mirror, catching shows, writ- 
ing about the theatre. He pub- 
lished several books, primarily ‘Lib- 
eralism in America,’ which brought 
forth a lot of comment and atten. 
tion. Then he went to Paris. Every- 
one in Paris who visited the Latin 
Quarter’s bars knew Stearns or 
knew about Stearns. For a time he 
was Peter Pickem, handicapper of 
the Paris Chicago Tribune. For a 


papers. 
nothing. 

Now Stearns is back in America 
and has gone back energetically to 
writing. His newest is ‘The Street 
I Know’ (Furman; $2.75), and it is 
delightful reading. It is Stearns’ 
autobiography, and packs a lot of 
punch. Some of the show biz remin- 
iscences of the old days are splen- 
did, despite the fact that Searns is 
still a comparatively young man. 
There are some understatements, 
and a lot of omissions, which, had 


Most of the time he did 


they been included, would have 
made it an outstanding tome. Even 
as is, however, it’s revealing. Be- 


yond the meat for thought it con- 





his | 


; tains, it is an example of fine, flow- 


|Gould Cozzen, 


ing language such as is seldom seen 
these days. 





Dangerous Ground 


One of the outstanding of the 
newer school of writers, James 
hits. the bell once 
more with his newest novel, ‘Men 
and Brethren’ (Harcourt - Brace; 
2.50). It deals in an unusual way 
with an unusual subject, and there 
will be those who will be offended 
by it, but one thing is certain: it is 
impossible to doubt the sincerity 
and the clarity of the style and the 


telling. 
Story is of the difficult time an 
intelligent preacher is having. 


Everyone’s troubles are piled on 
him and he has to straighten every- 
one out. He narrowly escapes get- 
ting himself into a series of jams 
by preaching and practicing worldly 
cures for worldly ills, rather than 
sticking to strict orthodoxy. It’s a 
dangerous subject that could easily 
have turned to pulp luridness, but 
is so carefully and _ intelligently 
handled by Cozzens as to avoid 
anything of the sort. 
Not for films. 





Hatch Arrives 


Eric Hatch has been slowly but 
definitely climbing for some time. 
He is described by his publishers 
as the American ‘Wodehouse, which 
hasn't been such a bad selling point. 
It can be dropped now. Hatch won't 
need it any more. His newest book, 
‘My Man Godfrey’ (Little-Brown; 
$2) is such a funny piece on its own 
as to make his name a cinch for 
sales. 

It’s a constantly moving action 
yarn with loads of funny situations 
and fine dialog. Should make a very 
good film, too. 


—_—_-—- — 


Too Old 


‘The Far Princess,’ an old and 
little-known (in America) play by 
Edmonde Rostand, is now brought 
out in a new translation by John 
Heard (Bruce Humphries; $1.50). 

It is a bit difficult to understand 
the publication of this play at this 
time. It was written for Sarah 
Bernhardt, and performed by her. 
Undoubtedly, in those days, it was 
fine and beautiful and meaningful. 
Today, it is hardly likely to interest 
anyone in the U.S. 





Roch. Daily’s Newsreel 
Rochester, N. Y., Democrat & 
Chronicle has bought a motion pic- 
ture outfit including sound equip- 
ment to revive local newsreels as 


promotion. Three years ago the 
newspaper tried it with hired 
equipment, dubbing in description 


and sound effects after the actual 
shooting. 

Roy Elliott, night city editor and 
news broadcaster, will be narrator 
for the new series, which will be 
furnished to the RKO Palake in 
Rochester and all nabe houses. \_ 


George Barker Dead 


George Russell Barker, 66, Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal., newspaper pub- 
lisher, died there Jan. 6. He re- 
cently sold the Beverly Hills Citi- 
zen to Will Rogers, Jr. 

Deceased published paper at Sand 
Point, Idaho, for 18 years and dur- 
ing his residence there served @ 
term as Lieutenant-Governor of the 





State. His widow and a daughier 
survive. Burial in Glendale, Cal. 


while he corresponded for American . 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





What's Going On? 

Strange pic, ‘Sylvia Scarlett.’ Sets the hausfraus puzzling what’s going 
on here. But what of it? Katharine Hepburn, as irritating as interest- 
ing; Natalie Paley, good old Iris March. Only Dennie Moore, of the 
femmes in the cast, keeps her head midst the preciousness. Miss Moore 
is direct: she just wants a man, any man. 

And, though the wardrobe’s not important—for ‘Sylvia Scarlett’ is a 
‘quaint’ thing, all sensitive whimsy and such—it had to have two design- 
ers to dope it out. Muriel King to continue the established Hepburn 
gilhouette—bulk across the shoulders, sleekness about the ribs and waist. 
full flaring skirt; Bernard Newman, to devise Miss Paley’s motoring 
costume—beige tweed suit, belted, patch-pocketed, bound in the black 
velvet that lines the casually swinging, matching three-quarters length 
cape. Miss Moore’s costumes not credited. What Miss Moore, a dame 
of simple instinct wears, doesn’t count. 

There’s a deal of impishness for Miss Hepburn to put over, which 
she doesn’t; a deal of grace, and delicacy, and a evascent charm, which 
she does. It’s a role with a lot of gamut in it, and two coiffures. One’s 
curly. 





So That’s What It Is 

Mr. Leonidoff himself explained, very patiently, that the wiggly painted 
set against which the ballet corps are wax flowers in this week’s show 
at the Music Hall, is really a Paisley shawl. Wax flowers are Victorian, 
Mr. Leonidoff said. Paisley shawls are Victorian, he said, nor was there 
any reproof in the way he said the two things, one right after the other. 

Welly then it’s a Paisley shawl that stretches the height and breadth 
of the Music Hall stage, ominous in its brownish coloring and the ten- 
tacles of its epic pattern. But it doesn’t scare the girls of the ballet 
corps out of their well learned routines, and they prance about, after 
they’ve scampered down the spiral stairway hidden in the flowery sculp- 
turet set piece, and others of them have torn themselves away from the 
D-weden china candlesticks that flank it, scamper about on a wave of 
applause that always bursts when anything on the Music Hall stage 
comes to life. 

As shepherdesses they cavort, the paniers of their skirts made of white 
net ruffles, the skirts themselves of white chiffon, yes, quite transparent. 
with pink silk roses appliqued on, and on their sleeves too, and on their 
sheperdess hats, the whole stage picture accurately stuffy, since stuffi- 
ness is Victorian, too. 

‘The Cake Walk,’ which is the Rockettes’ assignment for the week, 
is clear and bright, done with spirit before a set that’s either a swank 
modern apartment house or, more probably, an old southern manse. 
But first Hilda Eckler and partner, who is costumed with the Conti- 
nental touch in white pants, green tails and magenta-pink sleeves, do 
their own cake-walk fantasy, very artistic and cultured. Now the 
Rockettes, and they look very swell. Those of them who're supposed 
to be boys wear black tights, those permitted to stay girls, long, sheer, 
black silk stockings, not, when they get going, too long. 





Jean Grows Up 

’ Something happened to Jean Parker in London and ‘The Ghost Goes 
West,’ something some of the folks in this country figured had better 
happen pretty darn soon if they were going to have to see her again. 
Either she was going to grow up,-and in so doing, kick out some of that 
soft sweetness of hers, or else. But she did, and now that she’s come 
home in ‘The Ghost Goes West,’ they’re going to take her back, even 
gladly. 

She grew up so nicely, indeed, that when she makes her entrance in 
the picture, the musical score plays jazz and it’s not at all incongruous. 
Also, she seems to play a pretty good game of ping pong on the ship, 
looks good in her white shorts and dark blouse doing it, so that when 
later, she’s all in white net ruffles, flowers in her hair, and moonbeams, 
as of yore, well, she’s earned it. Gentle, yes, and docile still, but now 
somehow it fits, ; 

The picture’s own wistful charm is a match for Miss Parker's; it lends 
her some humor from its own vast store, and so Miss Parker’s goodness 
and virtue is kept in its place. 





She’s Back 

It is sweet to meet again, after these long, sensible years, the screen 
heroine who is half panther, half domestic littie kitten, talks in an exotic 
accent and says ‘me’ when she should say ‘I’. Until Lupe Velez turned 
up this very week in ‘The Morals of Marcus,’ there hasn't been a good 
one around since Mary Pickford was adorable in ‘Kiki.’ - 

Miss Velez is like a hunk of lavender and old lace, catapulting about, 
scratching herself, cuddling, ogling, pouting, snuggling. Her pride in her 
bosom, her conscientious care that it be photographed from all possible 
overhead angles, the international decolletage of her costume—of the 
same sweeping precariousness whether she be waif in Syrian harem or 
schoolgirl in London’s Mayfair, is as dulcet in mood and period as 
Willie Howard’s lovely quartet from ‘Rigoletto. While the rest of the 
world has been changing, restlessly probing for new techniques for allure. 
Miss Velez has remained steadfast; to her own self she’s been true. So 
Lupe’s an old fashioned girl today, and her work has the old school 
charm, 

It is interesting to note in ‘The Morals of Marcus’ that sure enough, 
the ladies in eastern harems dress like acrobatic dancers in floor shows. 
They wear snug little trunks under their filmsy harem trousers, Since 
Miss Velez has a penchant for standing before roaring fireplaces in her 
night elothes, she wears trunks with her nightgowns as well. 

‘The Morals of Marcus’ has Adrianne Allen, too, who is a villainess 
in the story though the cruel photography and haphazard clothes she’s 
submitted to can’t make her look it. Her voice is much too kind and 
good, her manner much too unquenchably sympathetic. 





A New Screamer 

If Frances Drake doesn't watch out she’s going to be the new Fay 
Wray of the horror pictures. She's got invaluable equipment for the 
task: eyes large and wide and good at staring, a fine scream, a voice 
that slides down to.the dull tones of despair with ease, a graceful way 
of seizing a black velvet mantle and after flinging it about her brave 
shoulders, stalking out into stormy nights, and a nice, trim look in 
African jungles. In fact, Miss Drake is simply magnificent in jungles. 
Take her in the jungle that goes with ‘The Invisibie Ray.’ 

There, it’s plain from the listless way Miss Drake fans herself, it’s 
very hot. Miss Drake doesn’t like it at all; she’s miserable. So her face 
shines with perspiration, which shine is very becoming and very chic— 
the new ‘moist make-up’—and meanwhile her long bob remains fluffy, 
her white culotte skirt and short sleeved blouse stays fresh and her 
disposition even. All that happens to Miss Drake in horror picture 
jungles, therefore, is a flattering shine. That makes her ideal. 

Beulah Bondi, in ‘The Invisible Ray’ too, is another ideal horror pic- 
ture character, the one who doesn’t believe it, who says tush-tush, who 
looks a little bit odd yet essentially dignified. Miss Bondi can handle the 
the works. Indeed, she’s a whiz at the odd yet dignified test, for she’s a 
big game hunter in ‘The Invisible Ray,’ prowls about in shorts and sun 
helmet and carries a rifle, and even so, luoks like if she and a tiger ever 
met, the tiger would be the first to run. 

Violet Kemble Cooper, the spectral one, the one of the fateful voice, 1s 
okay too. So sincere about her work, in fact, she's willing to hide her 
own fresh blondeness behind the bloodless make-up and ashen pallor 
of an enigmatic old matriarch, who's blind to boot. 





Did You Know That— 

Bugs Baer had a nice 55th 
birthday party the other night 
r ...-Major Bowes was there and 
the Eddie Sullivans, Benny 
Rubin, Nancy Carroll, Tyler 
Brooke, Ronnie Simon, Marvin 
Schenck and Heywood 
Broun...Jack Dempsey sent a 
wedding cake (that reached the 
ceiling) to Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Warner...Dennie Moore flew 
in from the Coast for her first 
broadcast the other--night... 
six couples, including the Herb 
Harris, will spend two weeks at 
Gilman, Vt., skiing...that was 
George Givot with Alice White 
at Reubens...Sheila MBarrett 
gave a cocktail party at the 
Rainbow Room...Mrs. Earl 
Hammons has a gorgeous new 
diamond watch...that was a 
striking red velvet wrap, 
trimmed in silver fox, that 
Tallulah Bankhead wore, at 
*’Pride And Prejudice’...Ted 
Trevor’s back in town...Judith 
Wood, lunching with Louis 
Shurr at Sardi’s wore a lovely 
black caracul coat...George 
Kaufman was there, too, and 
Osgood Perkins, Benny Fried- 





man, Sydney Philips, Joseph 
Schiidkraut, Sammy Shipman 
and Bernie Sobol...Paul 


Whiteman has taken to horse- 
back riding in the park...Eva 
Sully is collecting gadgets for 
her bracelet. ..So’s Regina 
Crewe...Jerry and Bill Morris 
held a wedding reception the 
other night for sister Ruth... 
the Jimmy Walkers were at the 
Garden tennis matches...Billy 
Gaxton’s due back in town next 
week after ‘Anything Goes’ 
folds...Gloria Vanderbilt has 
cut off that beautiful knot of 
hair and now has little curls, 
like everybody’ else...Coast 
Mayfair demands that all 
women be in white at its next 
affair (Jan. 25) at Victor 
Hugo’s, and how the girls are 
scurrying around. 











Studio Placements 


(Continued from page 15) 


Doran, ‘Bridge of Sighs,’ Chester- 
field. 

Dorrel and Stuart McGowan, 
screen play, ‘Singing Cowboy,’ Re- 
public. 

Ann Rutherford, Lane Chandler, 
Charles King, Jack Rockwell, ‘G 
Men of the Nineties,’ Republic. 

Clarence Muse, ‘Showboat,’ U. 

Raiph Morgan, ‘Matron’s Report,’ 


20th-Fox. 
Cc. Henry Gordon, ‘Under Two 
‘Sit- 





Flags,’ 20th-Fox. 

Sherman Rogers, adapting 
ting on the Moon,’ Republic. 

Stanley Marner, Lorraine Bridges, 
‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ Metro. 

Fred Walton, Bela Lugosi, ‘House 
of a Thousand Candles,’ Republic. 

Ann Doran, ‘The Show Goes On,’ 
Lesser, 

Donald Meek, Paul Irving, Mariska 
Aldrich, Ariane Borg, Lucille Ward, 
Angie Norton, Emily Cabanne, ‘One 
Rainy Afternoon,’ Pic-Lasky. 

Lucille Lund, Priscilla Lawson, 
Harry C. Bradley, ‘Don’t Get Per- 
sonal,’ Radio. 

Baby Joan, ‘Sutter’s Gold,’ U. 
Doris Lloyd, ‘Too Many Parents,’ 
Par. : 

Richard Carle, 
Breakfast,’ U. 

Fredric March, Warner Baxter, 
‘Wooden Crosses,’ 20th-Fox. 

Louis Hayward, ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse,’ WB. 

Harry Harvey, ‘The Moon Is Our 
Home,’ Wanger. 

Stuart Holmes, 
Aristocrat,’ WB. 

Horace Murphy, Rafael 
‘Farmer in the Dell,’ Radio. 

Vivienne Osborne, Grant Withers, 
Inez Courney, Irene Ware, Richard 
Carle, Spencer Charter, Clay Clem- 
ent, ‘The Show Goes On,’ Lesser. 

Robert Kent, ‘The Country Be- 
yond,’ 20th-Fox. 


$1,000,000 for Kids 


(Continued from page 1) 


voting interest in his corporations 
and continue as mianager. 

Cooper said he plans to turn over 
to the foundation his interests in 
the Lincoln Theatre Corp., the J. H. 
Cooper Enterprises of Colorado, Cri- 
terion Theatre Corp. and the Regal 
Theatres, both of Oklahoma. 

In addition, Cooper will build two 
new theatres, one at Bar‘lésville, 
Okla., the other at Ardmore, Okla., 
and all profits from these theatres 
will be turned to the children’s 


‘Love Before 


‘Murder by an 


Cario, 
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Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
House of Morgan—Night Club 








Perfect for Soph 
House of Morgan might have been built to order for Sophie Tucker. 


It is just the right capacity for her. 
on her feet for a long time. 


A Tuesday night crowd kept Soph 


Most informal was her dress of a heavy silver lame, made in coat 


fashion with a belt. 
nett shade. 
blonde hair. 





Four glass buttons match a velvet scarf of dubon- 
Intricate is a fold of silver and velvet wound around Soph’s 
Two huge diamond clips hold the scarf in place. 


Miss Swarthout Impresses 
Gladys Swarthout comes to the screen unfortunately in a film version 


of ‘Rose of the Rancho,’ an outdated story. 


Miss Swarthout, looking 


like Gloria Vanderbilt, before she parted with her familiar headdress, is 


a real find for pictures. 


A real story should be found for this charming 


young woman to offset the bad impression of ‘Rancho.’ 
Costuming of the picture of Spanish origin is flattering to most any- 
one, and particularly to Miss Swarthout. The full ruffled skirts with the 


platinum locks. 
detect it, 


manages to wear a few regulars. 


Merkel wears a print chiffon. 


Sullivan shows. 
with Emil Boreo headlining. 


print. 


high comb and lace mantillas are lovely. 
velvet bandit outfit, her slim figure is one of the new star's assets. 


frilled around the neckline, forming a bolero. 
checks and a cheap assortment of coats and caps. 
inexpensively dressed, suiting the slum atmosphere. 


Disguised as a boy in black 





Another Redhead 
‘Riffraff’?’ at the Capitol reveals a new Jean Harlow. Gone are the 
She is Hattie, redhead, a daughter of the waterfront. 
It’s a wig Miss Harlow is wearing, but it would take an expert to 


Clothes as a rule don’t go with waterfront pictures, but Miss Harlow 


One white satin evening frocks is 
There are prints and 
Una Merkel is also 
In a dancehall] Miss 





No Records 
The State won’t hang up any records this week. 
tough following those two past weeks, the Harry Richman and Eddie 
Nevertheless the bill this week is by no means bad, 


It must be pretty 


Yacopis Troupe starts proceedings with the men as bullfighters in 
white and gold and red capes lined in yellow. The one woman of the 
troupe wears white satin pajamas embroidered in grape design of red. 

Three X sisters, a redhead, a blonde and a brunet, dress exactly alike. 
Dresses are of white crepe with tops of brilliants. 

Blanche Calloway leads her grey coustumed band in a green and red 
The dress, cut V both front and back, has a sash of cloudy blue. 





Rialto’s Chiller 

The new Rialto theatre on 42nd street should prove a gold mine, 
according to the crowds trying to get in last Saturday (11). 
will have to show better pictures than ‘The Case of Dr. Crespi’ with 
Eric VonStroheim. A harrowing tale of burying a man alive. 
Russell, a newcomer, doesn’t impress here. 
man she shows but two costumes, one a coat dress trimmed with mink 
with small hat and a mourning outfit. 


But it 


Harriet 
As the wife of the buried 


Geraldine Kay looks well in 


nurse costume and is also seen in a simple cloth frock, 





Lupe’s British Film 


At the Globe theatre Lupe Velez is starring in an English picture 


called ‘The Morals of Marcus’. 


satin. 


Miss Velez is discovered aboard ship 
in satin pajamas and then in a series of well made frocks, the most 
prominent being an evening gown of a combination of black and white 


Adrienne Allen looks well in a caped frock with wide fur bandings. 





came to this country from Poland as 
a boy and went through Ellis Island 
with the equivalent of 10c. in his 
pocket. He now lives in New York. 
A widower, he has a five-year-old 
son, 


Cooper has turned over to E. N. 
Van Horne, Lincoln banker, $100,600 
as an initial grant for the founda- 
tion. Van Horne is named treasurer. 
Cooper will be president of the 
foundation, with Sam Waugh of 
Lincoln as secretary. 


Trustees are S. R. Kent, president 
of 20th Century-Fox; A. C. Keough, 
general legal counsel of Paramount 
Pictures; Charies Stuart, J. C. Sea- 
crest and J. E. Miller. Edgar S. 
Vaught, federal judge for the west- 
ern district of Oklahoma, and J. H. 
Everest, prominent Oklahoma City 
attorney and Cooper’s legal counsel, 
will be asked to serve as trustees. 


Cooper has bought a 640-acre 
tract on the Connecticut-New York 
state line, an estate originally de- 
veloped by J. C. Morgan, on which 
is a large English style mansion, 
and this is expected to serve as the 
first of the farms for the ‘deserving 
destitute youngsters.’ Cooper will 
pi-k children from the curbstones 
on which he used to sit when he 
first came to New York from Europe. 


Spitz-RKO 








(Continued from page 5) 
ferred shares is in public hands. 
Meehan owns most of the KAO pre- 
ferred, or around 40%, and RKO 
owns around 334%. RKO, however, 
owns all of the KAO common. 





There is an even division of the 
KAO Board between RKO and the 
Meehan interests, with Herbert 


farms. He is at present building a|Bayard Swope, chairman and neu- 
theatre in Oklahoma City, making |tral boss of the KAO operating set- 


10 he operates here, and the same 


up. Swope is understood to hold a 


goes for the new house as well as jcontract which runs until Septem- 


the others, 





Cooper, independently wealthy, 


j ber, next. 


For the present Spitz is not a 





member of the KAO board, nor does 
he hold any executive title in KAO, 


The entire RKO circuit of directly 
owned and affiliated houses numbers 
around 100. 


KAO situation, however, is one 
which could be.ironed out following 
RKO’s own reorganization, as it is 
a matter mostly between Meehan 
and RKO. RKO’s directly controlled 
theatre operating subsidiary is 
Stadium theatres which is estimated 
to have control of around 25 of the 
RKO affiliated houses, 





Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

After digesting RKO matters here 
for two weeks with Sam Briekin, 
new production head, Leo Spitz, 
company prez, was scheduled to 
quit the Coast by tonight (Tues.) 
for New York, where company re- 
organization plans will be taken up. 
Spitz will return here around 
Feb 10. 


John Hertz (Lehman Bros.) and 
Floyd Odlum (Atlas), both inter- 
ested in RKO financing, talked with 
Spitz while here, but studio reor- 
ganization was not discussed. Od- 
lum spent last week-end at San 
Francisco, but never went near the 
RKO lot while here. 


Briskin, after a week’s conferences 
with Radio execs, has okayed the 
production of five features imme- 


diately. First to get under way will 
be ‘Puzzle of the Briar Pipe.’ Oth- 
ers inciude ‘Fugitive Gold,’ with 


Richard Dix. Louis King will di- 
rect from the screen play by Tom 
Lennon, Louis Stevens and Ferdi- 
nand Reyher. Starting date of Feb. 
15 set for Katharine Hepburn’s 
‘Mary of Scotland.’ Dudley Nichols 
scripted from the Maxwell Anderson 
play. John Ford will direct. 

Fourth okay went to ‘Witness 
Chair’ for Ann Harding with the 
star postponing her European trip 
to get the picture out of the way. 
‘One for Two,’ by James Edward 
Grant, winds up the quintet sched- 
uled for production, 








oA a orn ae OP AARON A oth 





eee ten ee 





~~ 


EEGHETEMATE 


O EVENING STAR 


Drama in three acts presented at the Em- 
pire, N. Y., Jan. 8, ‘36, by Harry Moses; 
written by Zoe Akins; Jobyna Howland 
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SEMI-ANNUAL 


SALE 


In addition to many thousands of pairs of shoes in 
regular and larger sizes, look at this size chart 
showing how many pais of very small size shoes, 
in all widths, which we have concentrated in our 
Broadway at 46th Street store. Naturally, these shoes 
are in seasonable patterns, materials and colors., 
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FOUR GROUPS AT THESE SALE PRICES 
6" 7° 8" 9” 
SMALL SIZES CONCENTRATED IN ONE STORE 


1552 B'WAY at 46th ST. 


OPEN TILL 9 P. M. 
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ing comedy where 
pected. 
That is the start of Amy Bellaire’s 
rise in filmdom, the final scene of 
act two. At the close, her director 
and producer are begging her to 
consider scripts when she has been 
ordered on vacation by her doctor, 
That is similar to the Dressler tra- 
dition, but the gaiety and good hu- 
mor of the departed star are miss- 
ing. Instead there is heavy senti- 
mentality, Amy receiving white vio- 
lets and a gift from her former ad- 
mirer-producer at the hands of his 
son, who, it is presumed, is her son, 
too. . 
Jobyna Howland, who hasn’t been 
around for some time, and who is 
comparable in age to the character 
she portrays, took the curtain calls 
as a friendly tribute, tears stream- 
ing down her face. Formerly Miss 
Howland had a flair for comedy 


none was sus- 


parts, such as in ‘The Gold Dig- 
gers,’ some 15 years ago, Her per- 


formance now as the sentimental 
Amy is something different, a wom- 
an who is anything but a come- 
dienne., 

Play calls for quite a variety of 
bits but running through most of 
the scenes are Frank Conroy as a 
flashy picture director and Merle 
Maddern as Amy’s best friend. 
Smaller parts stand out as played 
by Whitney Bourne, Ethel! Intropidi, 
Edward Emerson (making one ap- 
pearance as Strassberg, big shot 
producer), Hans Hansen, James 
Todd and Eddie Albert. 

There are 29 speaking parts and 
17 extra people. Ibee. 

(Withdrawn Saturday after four 
days; printed for the record.) 


GRANITE 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Vanderbilt, N. Y., Jan. 13, '36, by Charles 
Hammerslough: written by Clemence Dane; 
staged by producer; $2.75 top. 


Penny Holt... .csccocscssccvess Phyllis Welch 
Jordan Morris. .s.ccoccsess Len D. Hollister 
FUG. cic cecccccsedceeseceseve Mary Morris 
TROUOE . sb secccces cadecoséecs Byron McGrath 
Nameless Man..sccccesss Robert H. Gordon 
CHOPS MANN. c cvcccvccesccessvccet Jack Soanes 


‘Granite’ is another drama loaded 
with misery. It stands no more 
chance than others of the kind of 
recent arrival. 

Fact that it is a one set show 
with a short cast may explain the 
why of its presentation. That lure 
has fooled many an aspiring show- 
man. Another reason may be the 
‘act that Clemence Dane authored it 
However, the play was presented in 





to first base there either. 
Dated more than 100 years ago. 
the play docs not give much indica- 





London 10 years ago and didn't get | 





a fashion, but after a year trouble 
starts when he fires the handyman. 
Because of their secret she pleads 
for the man and the order is re- 
scinded. However, in a tiff, the new 
husband, too, grips the woman’s 
wrist and she cries out in pain. He 
is promptly stalked on the cliff by 
the killer and tossed in the drink. 
It is unknown who is now master 
and he calmly tells the woman they 
will live together, sending the kid 
away. He partially identifies him- 
self by saying that he had leaped 
overboard from a _ convict ship, 
which is good enough reason why he 
does not want to return to England. 
Listening to a whining woman 
through most of a play, is too 
tough on the customers but that is 
what Mary Morris is called on to do, 
Play has been done previously here 
by amateurs and that seems to be 
where it belongs. Direction is faulty, 
but that doesn’t make much dif- 
ference. Ibee. 


TRULY VALIANT 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
49th Street theatre, N. Y., Jan. 9, °36, by 


Gustav Blum; written by Irving Stone; 
Staged by the producer, 

Esa Cranby......... edecveccce Ian MacLaren 
Martha Cranby......eses....-Martha Mayo 
Dale Cranby...... Ceceecessees Alan Handley 


Berne Bowen.....+e+.+...Margot Stevenson 


_——-_— --— 


Author of this piece wrote a best 
seller novel not long ago and that 
may have tricked Custay Blum into 
believing that Irving Stone also 
wrote a winning play in ‘Truly Val- 
iant.’ No explanation, however, can 
change the rating of the piece, 
among the new lows of the season. 

Four persons and one set. It could 
have been a money getter if good, 
but that is merely theory. Story is 
set within the living room of a pro- 
fessor in economics out on the coast. 
There is mention of a rift some 
years previous between the man and 
his wife, although they seem to be 
a well suited couple. However, that 
is the explanation of professor's af- 
fair with a girl who is working her 
way through college. 

Son of the professor falls in love 
With the lass and, being offered a 
berth in St. Louis, proposes mar- 
riage, though she is to have a baby. 
There are several ideas about what 
to do about it. After all exhibit 
anguish the youngsters exit for the 
parson and the train. while the wife 
sticks to aid the professor finish his 
great book on economics. 

First nighters seemed to think 
they were taking it on the chin and 
audibly protested by giggling over 
lines. Ibee. 

(Withdrawn after one perform- 
ance; printed fer the record.) 


‘Waiting For Letty’ (‘Post Road’), 
El Capitan, Hollywood. 


RICE INCOME TAX 
BATTLE IN COURT 


Albany, Jan. 14. 

Court of Appeals is considering 
arguments on behalf of Elmer Rice, 
who is fighting a state tax of $3,- 
231.85 levied on royalties for 1929, 
"30 and ’31. 

State contends it has a right to 
collect the money on _ royalties 
amounting to $121,818.58 received by 
Rice in the three years. This claim 
is based on a decision of the United 
States Supreme Court to that effect, 
handed down in May, 1932. 


Rice, however, argues that the 
decision was not retroactive and 
that up to May, 1932, royalties on 
copyright articles were subject only 
to federal tax. 
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Loop Legit Box Office Slides: 


‘Maid’ $12,000; ‘Great Waltz’ $28,000 


Chicago, Jan, 14, 


Strange things happened to the 
legit houses last week, with the 
pox-oftices taking it on the down- 
beat generally. Went on the down- 
beat despite the fact that the town 
was packed with miscellaneous mer- 
eantile conventionites. Two items 
which might account for the slide- 
off are: the reaction from the 
hotcha New Years’ week and the 
snow and blizzard conditions of the 
early part of the session. That’ the 
weather is a reason and not an alibi 
was seen in the perk of box-office 
bustle towards the end of the week, 
with sell-outs taking the place of 
the empty pews of Monday and 
Tuesday. 

All grosses slipped. ‘Great Waltz’ 
fell off sharply in the early days of 
the week, but perked strongly at the 
finish, selling out on Saturday 
matinee and night, which means a 
take of approximately $9,000 on the 
day. Show has cut its Sunday per- 
formance in order to evade the pay- 
ment of the additional cne-eighth 
to the cast. At its present pace the 
musical figures to stick in town 
eight to 10 weeks. 

‘Anything Goes’ also 
show off its schedule, eliminating 
the Wednesday matinee. Musical is 
showing fine evening strength, how- 
ever, and has little to worry about 
on that score. 

Week-end brought the conclusion 
of scheduled runs to ‘Old Maid’ and 
the Ruth Draper one-woman show. 
‘Maid’ finished three excellent weeks 


clipped a 


under the American Theatre So- 
ciety banner, while Miss Draper 
drew two weeks of fine carriage 


trade for her first appearance in the 
loop in six years. ‘Squaring the 
Cirele’ failed to open Monday (13) 
after two weak sessions. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Anything Goes,’ Grand (1,200; 
$3.30) (4th wee).—Now doing eight 
performances a week. Slid some- 
what last session to $21,000, a bit 
disappointing after its strong get- 
away. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium (3,700; 

2.75) (3d week).—Also clipped to 
eight shows weekly. Got a couple of 
bad shoves by weak business during 
the early days of the week, which 
held the gross down sharply to $28,- 
000 for the stanza. Figuring on at 
least eight-week stay here. 

‘Old Maid,’ Erlanger (1,200; $2.75). 
—Closed here on Saturday (8) after 
good three-week subscription gallop 
to $12,000 for its final nip-up. Next 
play in will be Nazimova in ‘Ghosts,’ 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Harris (1,- 
000; $2.75) (4th week).—Slumped 
with the general toboggan of the 
loop. Around $8,500 last week. 

‘Squaring the Circle,’ Blackstone 
(1,000; $2.20)—Had difficulty last 
week, on general weak conditions 
and tough competition. Off to $3,- 
000. Failed to reopen Monday (13). 

Ruth Draper, Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.20)—Had a good  fortnisht. 
Touched $5,000 for the final gallop. 


HEAVY ADVANCE SALE 





ON ‘ROAD’ IN PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 14. 


Advance sale for “Tobacco Road,’ 
which opened last night (13) at the 


Nixon has hit around $14,090, a 
record figure over the week -end, 
with every indication that will do 


twice that, or pretty close to abso- 
lute capacity, at $2 top. Not in a 
long time has a play worked up as 


much excitement around town. First 


night had 100 standees in. 

Catholic press has been pretty 
bitter against ‘Road’ during the Jast 
couple of weeks, with both police 
and Mayor McNair being besieged 
by requests for interference. Au- 
thorities, however, indicated they 
wouldn't step in unless absolutely 
necessary. 

Last night was a complete sell- 
out, with plenty of standees, flock 
of buyers unwilling to miss any- 
thing and not taking a charce of 
running into deletions later in week. 
Next week is being held open by 
both the show and house, every- 
thing pointing to a h.o. 


has had two weeks here. 

Nixon was dark last week. 
low, although ‘Porgy and 
expected early in February as the 
third subscription offering of ATS. 

‘Larger Than Life,’ comedy by 
Joseph Schrank, goes into rehearsal 
for Crosby Gaige shortly. 

‘Lend Me Your Ears,’ comedy of 


rural polities by Lewis 2each and 
Philip Wood, due for a Februar'y | 
opening under banner of Charies 
Harris. 


It'll be the | 
first time in years a straight play | 


with | 
nothing definitely booked in to fol- | 
Bess’ is | 


4 
vv 





COHAN $9,000, FAIR 


Cleveland Just Doesn’t Seem to 
Care Much for Legit 


Cleveland, Jan, 14. 

Legit theatre season here will 
wind up behind the eight-ball, judg- 
ing by poor returns of the Hanna’s 
previous plays and now the rather 
discouraging reception given George 
iM. Cohan’s ‘Dear Old Darling,’ 
which drew only a fair $9,000 fer the 
week, 

Being the only legit house remain- 


ing in Cleveland, with all cricks 
| whooping the show up, the figure 
lwas particularly disappointing to 


William Blair, manager, who used 
extra ad space. Slushy weather 
didnn’t help; neither did the fact 
that a rival film house put on the 
flickerized ‘Ah Wilderness’ (MG) 
same week, ballyhooing it as 
Cohan’s best play. 

Next play for the Hanna is ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance,’ due Jan. 27, 
which should give the natives time 


to recuperate from holiday ex- 
penses. Nazimova in ‘Ghosts’ fol- 
lows during the second week of 


February. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dear Old Darling’ (Hanna; 1,435; 
$2.50 top). A good Cohan show. 
Below-par gross of $9,000 not an ac- 
curate criterion; it’s an off-season, 
| with not enough dramas or musicals 
| being booked regularly to make ’em 
play-conscious here, 


FROME’ $8,500 
IN PHILLY, BIG 


re Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 
It was proved rather conclusively 
| last week that Philly legit patrons 
will turn out, in numbers, for a try- 
out if they like the price scale and 
if there are any names in it. 





} 





Max Gordon brought his latest 
tryout production, ‘Ethan Frome,’ 
to the Garrick last week and it 


marched right into real business. A 
grand set of notices helped; so, 
probably, did the fact that the man- 
agement took extra advertising in 
the dailies, Names of Pauline 
Lord, Ruth Gordon and Raymond 
Massey also meant something, but 
the fact that, with it all, only a $2 
top was charged, likely is the real 
answer. Biz nicked up steadily and 
reached virtual sell-out proportions 
by Friday with $8,500 reported—big 
at the scale. Second week ought to 
be even better. 

Chestnut and Forrest were both 
dark last week and ‘I Want a Po- 
liceman,’ on its second full week at 
the Broad, where it played two 
weeks and a half, fell off badly to 
only $5,500. 

‘The Black Pit,’ leftist piece put 
on by the New Theatre outfit here 
had negligible takings in its second 
week at the Erlanger with a $1.50 
top and most seats at 30 and 50c. 


Forrest relights tonight (Tues- 
day) with the ‘Follies,’ in for a 
fortnight’s stay. Chestnut reopens 


next Monday with William Gillette 
in the John Golden revival of “Three 
Wise Fools,’ also for two weeks. 
First two performances have been 
taken over by the Philadelphia Fo- 
rum. ‘Porgy and Bess’ comes to 
the Forrest on Jan. 27, with Walter 
Hampden’'s ‘Cyrano’ revival due on 


Feh, 10 at the Garrick. 
Following the two weeks of 
‘Ethan Frome,’ that house gets a 


single week of “The Fortune Teller,’ 
Victor Herbert operetta done by the 
Little Opera Company, another 
local group. Erlanger goes into pix 
on Jan. 30. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ethan Frome’ (Garrick, Ist 
week), Great notices and growing 
attendance: $8,500 at $2 top, big. 
Second week ought to be very big, 
too, 

‘Black Pit’ (Erlanger, 2d week). 
Trade union backing but got negli- 
gible takings at $1.50 top and lots of 
30 and 50e seats. House goes into 
pix on Jan. 30. 

‘| Want a Policeman’ (Broad, 3d 





| week). Two and a half weeks in 
|all. Last six days weren't so forte. 
May be $5,000, 


° e 
Lincoln’s Single 
Lineoln, Jan. 14. 

Shortest legit season in years is 
due here this year. Only one show 
is on the hooks and it’s the prize 
winning ‘Old Maid’ starring Judith | 
Anderson and Helen Menken, whi 
lis skedded at the Liberty Jan. 27 | 
for a mat and eve showing 

Liberty is a 1,400-seat house and 
normally rubs second run films. 


‘Night’ $19,000, 5. F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

‘Night of January 16th,’ A. H. 
Woods, coast production at the 
Geary, had it all its own way last 
week, being the only legit open. 
Second week drew a nifty approxi- 
mate $15,000 into the b.o, same as 
first week. 
‘Dodsworth arrives Thursday (16) 
to give opposition at the Curran, 
next door to the Geary. ‘Petrified 
Forest’ with Conrad Nagle is being 
readied for the Frisco by Henry 
Duffy. 

‘Old Maid’ and ‘Children’s Hour’ 
are also skedded as road show attrac- 
tions, 


FOLLIES $20,000 





Boston, Jan, 14. 


Town has quieted down after the 
boom holiday week and last week 
found only “Three Men on a Horse’ 
at the Plymouth, ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
closing a two-week engagement at 


the Opera House, and ‘Ceiling Zero’ 
completing a third week at the 
Copley. 


‘Follies’led the group, although a 
sharp swerve was noted in the take, 
as compared with the opening week. 

Immediate future looks fairly 
bright, with Lunt and Fontanne 
coming to the Colonial for two 
weeks with ‘Shrew,’ starting Jan. 
20. Same night will find Cornelia 
Otis Skinner opening a week of 
repertoire at the Shubert. 

Walter Hampden is coming to the 
Shubert Jan. 27 with ‘Cyrano,’ and 
he will probably be followed by 
William Gillette in “Three Wise 
Foois.’ 

Another opening will be ‘End of 
Summer,’ new 8. N, Behrman play, 
starring Ina Claire, skedded to un- 
fold at the Colonial Feb. 3. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ziegfeld Follies’ (Opera House, 
$3.30, 2nd week)—Underwent some 
radical revision here, with some 
good results, but intake sagged on 
final week to $20,000. 

‘Three Men on a Horse’ (Ply- 
mouth, $2.75, 10th week). Felt the 
pinch of post-holiday b.r. tighten- 
ing and lopped off to $9,000, which is 
still oke. 


‘VANITIES’ OKE $15,000 
2D WEEK IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Jan. 14, 

Following two bang-up sessions 
with Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ the 
Cass Theatre this week is housing 
George M. Cohan’s new play, ‘Dear 
Old Darling,’ which opened Monday 
(13) before a good-sized audience. 
Given an extensive circus-like ex- 
ploitation for the past several weeks, 
‘Darling’ should hit high-level coin. 

Last week’s take on ‘Vanities’ was 
a reported $15,000 for eight perform- 
ances. First session of nine shows, 
aided by high-price New Year's Eve 
performances, exceeded $20,000, 
terrific, topping everything so far 
this season. Exploitation on ‘Vani- 
ties’ was very intensive and exten- 
sive. Revue now to be a unit. 

‘Personal Appearance’ is booked 
for the Cass starting Jan. 19. The 
Wilson, Detroit's only other legit, is 
still dark. Theatre Guild’s ‘Porgy 
and Bess’ may come in Feb. 10 prior 
to Chicago. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Vanities’ (Cass; 1,400; $2.75)— 
Held over after a big $20,000 first 
session, show continued to get an 
extra lot of publicity and drew a 
nifty $15,000 for eight performances 
last week. ‘Dear Old Darling’ opened 
Monday (13) at $2.75 top. 


‘Goes’ Notice Up 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


weeks’ closing notice was 
last night for ‘Anything 
Company proposed to take 
la 25% salary cut in order to pro- 
| long the loop engagement and is 
awaiting word from the show’s pro- 
ducer, Vinton Freedley, whether 
okay. 

As originally planned, the limited 
| tour of ‘Goes’ is to terminate here 
, because of the February release 
date for the picture version. Fim, 











Two 
posted 
Goes.’ 





| 





| however, cannot be exhibited lo- 
cally during the run of the stage 
show, 
FINAL CURTAIN 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Jan. 14. 
The Majestic, one time leading 
legit house here, will be razed un- 
der a municipal decree as being un- 
jsafe. Was erected in 1908, 


2D WEEK, HUB: 





Musicals Off in Post-Holiday Drop: 
Regina Leads Dramas with $23,20 





Post-holiday reaction was not 
uniform along Broadway last week. 
It was expected that the legits 
would dive after New Year's week. 
Some did, but there were more big 
grosses recorded and several of the 
intermediate successes got as much 
as during the holiday going, 


The musicals were more affected 


than the straight play hits. Drop 
was more severe with ‘Jumbo,’ 
which fell off nearly 50% at the 


Hippodrome takings being around 
$45,000. ‘Jubilee’ held up better than 
the others at $31,000 and ‘Scandals’ 
showed strength and approrimated 
$28,000 on its first normal week. 
‘Victoria Regina’ was established 
as the new dramatic leader, with 
takings of $23,200 for its first eight 
performance week. ‘Boy Meets 
Girl was a strong runner-up with 


$19,500, topping ‘First Lady,’ 
which got $18,800, ‘Boy’ having 
boosted its ticket prices. ‘Dead 
End’ again was around $16,000, 


while ‘Pride and Prejudice’ slipped 
to $15,500. 

‘Libel,’ ‘Parnell’ 
January 16’ held the holiday pace, 
while ‘May Wine,’ a non-chorus 
musical, perked. 

‘Taming of the Shrew,’ in its final 


and ‘Night of 


week at the Guild,’ should be up 
among the leaders. ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ Alvin, also winding up, was 
drawing heavy trade early this 
week, too. Other closings are 
‘O Evening Star,’ taken off at the 
Empire after four days; ‘Truly 
Valiant,” which lasted only one 
night at the 49th Street, and 


‘Tapestry in Gray,’ folding on 
Thursday (16). ‘Mid-West,’ Booth, 
is the sole survivor of three entrants 
last week and it got a mixed press, 
with indications doubtful. 

Coming next week: ‘Ethan Frome,’ 


‘National: Illustrators Show, 48th 
Street: ‘The Puritan,’ “Belmont. 


‘Julie The Great’ is a possibility, 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Room in Red and White,’ 46th 
Street (CD-1,375-$3.30). Presented 
by Dwight D. Wiman and George 
Kondolf; written by Roy Hargrave; 
slated to open Saturday (18). 

‘At Home Abroad,’ Winter Garden 
(18th week) (R-1,493-$4.40). After 
another week will move to. the 
Majestic, ‘Follies’ coming here; 
‘Abroad’ doing fairly well after ex- 
cellent start; $28,000 estimated. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (8th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.85). No post-holiday re- 
action for smash, paced around 
$19,500, which is capacity at new 
scale,. boosted from $3.30. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (61st 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Still making 
goodly profit and engagement in- 
definite; last week’s takings around 
$7.500. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (12th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Agency demand not 
so strong, but box cffice line always 
present and better than $16,000 
registered last week. 

‘First Lady,’ Muisc Box (8th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Very little 
under capacity last week for stand- 
out comedy, and the gross was 
$18,800. 

‘Granite,’ Vanderbilt (1st week) 
(D-804-$3.30). Presented by Charles 
R. Hammerslough; written by Clem- 
ence Dane; originally produced in 
London in 1926; opened Monday. 


‘Hell Freezes Over,’ Ritz (3rd 
week) (D-918-$3.30). All sorts of 
cut-rates but not much money; tak- 
ings estimated around $4.000; not 
sure after this week. 

‘| Want a Policeman,’ 
(1st week) (D-957-$3.30). Presented 
by Francis Curtis and Richard 
Myers; written by Rufus King and 
Milton Lazarus; opened Tuesday, 

‘jubilee, Imperial (14th week) 
(M-1,468-$4.40). Post-holiday re- 
action among musicals more than 
straight show hits, but approxi- 
mately $31,000 here was big last 
week. 

‘Jumbo,’ Hippodrome (9th week) 
(M-4,327-$4.40). Nose-dived last 
week as expected, after big coin of 
New Year's; estimated around 
$45,000. 

‘Libel,’ Henry Miller 
(D-944-$3.30). Showed 
grossing as much 


Lyceum 


(Sth week) 
strength, 
as New Year's 


| week, which had an increased ‘eve’ 
| scale; $10,500 indicates English 


meler will stick. 

‘May Wine,’ St. James (7th week) 
(M-1,520-$3.85). Picked up smartly 
at week-end and expected to make 
a go of it; estimated at $14,000 or 











| better, 
‘Mid-West,’ Booth (2nd week) 
Opened iast mid- 


| 
| (D-704-$3.30). 
; week and drew divided pvress;. fai 


jtrade thereafter; better line this 
week, 
‘Mulatto,’ Golden (13th week) 


| D-1,150-$2.75). 
Vanderbilt Monday: mixed cast 
jdrama using cut rates of various 
; types but low gross: under $2,500. 
‘Night of Jan. 16,2. Ambassador 
(18th week) (D-1,156-$2.75). Hold- 
ing to very good money and now 
looks set into the spring; last week 
to $10,000, 
‘O Evening Star,’ Empire. 


Moved here from the 


i close 


With- 


| house 


drawn Saturday after four nights; 
drew a weak press. 

‘One Good Year,’ Fulton (8th 
week) (C-913-$3.30). Claimed to be 
making some money; with cut rate 
aid, business around $5,000 last 
week for one set comedy. 

‘Parneil,’ Barrymore (10th week) 
(D-1,096-$3.30). As good last week 
as during New Year’s period and 
should go through winter; around 
$10,000. 


‘Paradise Lost,’ Longacre (6th 
week) (D-1,019-$3.30), The party 
show; all kinds of groups, mostly 
going for balcony; around $6,000 
weekly, which may get it by. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Alvin (15th 


week) (M-1,355-$3.30). Final week; 
lays off next week, then plays Phila- 
delphia; under $20,000; not enough 
for musical of kind. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Plymouth 
(11th week) (D-1,036-$3.30). Eased 
off more than other leaders last 
week; with takings around $15,500, 
however, goodly profit. 

‘Russet Mantle,’ Masque (ist 
week) (C-700-$3.30). Presented by 
Jerome Mayer and Murray Jay 
Queen; written by Lynn Riggs; 
opens Thursday (16). 

‘Scandals,’ New Amsterdam 
week) (R-1,717-$4.40). Figured to 
have clicked and well up in the 
money last week, with takings 
around $28,000. 

‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Guild (16th 
week) (CD-941-$3.30). Final week; 
could remain longer but road dates 
imperative; paced around $15,000; 
house probably dark until next 
month, then getting ‘End of Sum- 
mer.’ 

‘Tapestry in Gray, Shubert 
(C-1,325-$3.30). Will close after 
Thursday (16) night’s performance: 
will have played three weeks, which 
gives management participation in 
picture rights coin, 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 
(5ist week) (C-869-$3.30). 
Long run laugh show continues to 
turn weekly profit; last week esti- 
mated around $11,000 mark. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,017-$1.65). 
through season; 
and still 
$9,000, 

‘Truly Valiant,’ 49th Street Taken 
off after premiere; severely panned, 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (4th 


(4th 


(111th 
Should last 
now in third year 
making money; around 


week) (CD-1,118-$3.30). New dra- 
matic leader; three matiness (no 
Tuesday night performances  be- 
cause of broadcasts); first full 


normal week $23,200; 
shows. 

‘Winterset,’ Beck (17th week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Should stick through 
winter; despite moving in and out 
the Beck, business holds to profit; 
over $10,000 last week. 

Other Attractions 

‘Ghosts,’ Morosco; Ibsen revival 


again goes to the road after this 
week. 

‘Let Freedom Ring,’ Civic Rep 
theatre; well spotted on 14th street: 


top goes up to $1.50 from $1 this 
week, 


$7,000 FOR ‘LETTY,’ 
L. A; PIX TRY PLAYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Approximately 11,000 dribbed and 
drabbed into the El Capitan’s b. o. 
last week for Charlotte Greenwood’'s 
‘Waiting for Letty,’ Southern Cali- 
fornia’s lone legit holdout. This is 
the show’s third week. Should stay 
three more. 

Nothing of importance in the 
legit field hits here until ‘Dods- 
worth’ at the tail end of this month. 
Meanwhile the Fox-West Coast will 
attempt to revive legit and kill 
double bills with condensed versions 
of plays. 


‘P. A’ $9,000, D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 14, 

‘Personal Appearance’ wound up 
its week at the National here Sat- 
urday with approximately $9,000, 
which was oke considering the cast 
had no stars and most of the smart 
crowd had seen the show on Broad- 
way. 

Current attraction is Alex Yokel's 
new one, ‘Julie the Great.’ Opening 
was set up from Monday to tonight 
(14) because of installation of heavy 
scenery, 


capacity all 

















‘Vanities’ Folds 
‘Vanities’ road show 
'in Detroit Saturday (11) and is be- 
|ing converted into a unit for picture 
| and house bookings. Revue 
| toured the south, then worked north 
ithrough the Mississippi vailey. 

In unit form, ‘Vanities’ is being 
rehearsed this week in Indianapolis, 
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Berlin, Jan, 5. 

Popularity of modern operettas 
and musical plays is way below that 
of classical productions, according 
to an official of Reichs Theatre 
Chamber. Experience of recent 
years, including the period before 
the Nazi shows that for a 
safe long it’s still the old 
classical that catches the 
public's 

When 


regime, 
run 
operetta 
fancy. 


Oscar Hammerstein Ii 


~ Corman Dilemma: Don't Want Modern 
Operettas and Can't Use Old Ones 


a 





vr 





seller for $1,500, licensing each with 


came to Berlin a score of years ago | 


to produce “Rose-Marie’ at the Ad- 
mirals Palace, wanted to 
the Berlin directors what is what in 
the musical comedy market. And 
he succeeded, only in the ether di- 
rection. Loss the play during 
its Berlin run was staggering. 


he show 


on 


Modern. musical plays produced 
here in grand style before 1933 were 
mostly built around a star, such as 
Richard Tauber or Lily Massary or 
Gitta Alpar. ‘Bal) at the Savoy,’ 
featuring Miss Alpar, did b: ati 
ly for the Rotter Brothers, — .en 
big moguis in serlin's 
market, controlling seven iarge 
houses. What the ‘modern’ Lehar 


production, ‘Frederike,’ with Tauber | 


and Kaethe Dorsch leading, brought 


in financially, was spent on an- 
other Lehar operetta, “Land of 
Smiles,” which came out on the 


wrong side of the ledger. ‘Victoria 
and Her Hussar’ and ‘The World 
Is Beautiful,’ both were termed fine 
productiens, but no money makers. 

So German 
have 


producers of today 


to look to the classical op- 
eretta of years ago, such as ‘The 
Bat, ‘The Merry Widow,’ “The 
Bird Dealer and ‘Frau Luna.’ 


Fancy salaries are out, anyway, and 
so are Jewish composers, Jewish 
actors, and Jewish producers, 

With so much boosting of the 
classical operetta, Offenbach’s ‘Or- 
phems’ and his “Tales of Hoff- 
man’ would be ideal, as would 
Oscar Straus’ ‘Waltz Dream’ and 
Leo Fall's catchy tunes. But the 
Aryan laws forcibly changed the 
map of Germany’s theatrical mar- 
ket. 

Operetta-minded Germany is still 
waiting for a new Oscar Straus, 
Jacques Offenbach, Leo Fall, Paul 





Mexico Remains Adamant 
Against Ticket Specs | 


Mexico City, Jan, 14. 





Specs got another wallop here 
when the senate nixed a proposition 
to make legal the peddling of 
amusement tickets by organinzing 
hawkers into co-ops, bonding each 


| federal povyernment and limiting } 
their slice to 10% over the ductas’ | 
face value. 

Solons decided that ticket specu- | 


| lation is prejudicial to public inter- 


theatrica: ' 


| 
| 





| 
| 


| political 


| 


Abraham, Jean Gilbert-Winter- | 
feld, etc. And in the meantime, 
nothing. 





Legit, Vaude Troupes 
For Russe Previnces 


Moscow, Dec. 16. 
As a first step in its plan to feed 
the hinterland flesh shows, the So- 
viet has launched fwo troupes in the 
province of Leningrad to play the 
outlying districts and huge collect- 
ive farms wherever possible. Rep- 





ertoire includes operettas, comedies 


Ceward-Lawrence Single 


and some vaudeville. 


Companies are staffed with ex- 
perienced actors and musicians as 
well as freshly graduated students 
of Thespis. 

Moscow province is also slated for 
a similar treat,as soon as the outfit 
can be assembled. 


NEW ANZAC UNIT 


Lewis and Moore Head Bil] Lined 
Up for Neil in London 


London, Jan. 5. 
Frank Neil's new unit for the Tiv- 
oli in Melbourne, Australia, has just 
been lined up by Harry Hilling, who 
represents Neil here. 
Show will comprise Sammy Lewis 


and Patti Moore, originally brought | 


over for the Piccadilly theatre here; 
Yveite Rugel, the Three Bonos, 
Decca and Decca and the Geddes 
3rothers, latter two local acts. Be- 
sides the bill will have Johnny Mc- 
Gregor and Bobby kerrigan, down 
there from England with the 
show. 

Company, which is due to 
about the end of March, sails 
14, having a 10 weeks’ 
with options. 


Zuarantee 





Mex National Reopens 
Mexico City Jan, 14. 
Palace of Fine Arts (National 
theatre) is scheduled to reopen on 
Jan. 16 with a gala function after 
having been closed for repairs dur- 


ing several weeks, 











| 


| 


last | 


| 
open 
Feb. | 


; 


ests in any form, 
Bill to make local law 
national is pending in congress. | 


BERLIN VAUDE 
NATIVE 
QMEDY 


Berlin, Jan. 6. 
the 


anti-spec 





Any 
marvels how 


foreigner here first time 


vaude still carries on 
in the Fatherland, inasmuch as bills 
of from 19 to 12 acts consist to the 
largest extent of acrobatic exhibi- 
tions and dancing. Whatever com- 
edy of note is offered hails from the 
United States. 


Reason for the almost total ab- 








sence of comedy is that native tal- 
ent, such as offered by the late Otto 
Reutter and Robert Steidl, has no 
more field to develop. Reutter, earn- 
ing $2,000 per week in his time and 
considered the safest draw in vaude, 
was a comedian of rare ability. 
Yet, under changed conditions as 
they are today, he would probably 
have to starve if he had to depend 
on vaude fer a living, because his 
songs would either land 
him in a concentration camp or in 
an asylum, 





Comedians going in for politics 
today in Germany would soon be- 
come tragedians. Any attempt in 
this direction, if merely mentioning 
names, is suicide. 


Such native comedians as _ still 
grace the boards go in for hokum 
and, if it’s real hoke, they own their 
theatres themselves, as illustrated 
by Eric Carow and Wilhelm Ben- 
dow. 


Painful attempts of native actors 
to solve this acute problem has done 
a lot to encourage managers to im- 
port foreign talent. No artificial 
camouflage can fool audiences to- 
day any more, with the Hollywood 
flickers just .around the corner at 
20c a throw. 





Actors Get Lukewarm 
Ned, but Biz Sure 


London, Jan. 14. 

Two sets of three one-acters by 
Noel himself and 
Gertrude Lawrence, opened at the 
Phoenix Thursday (9) 
night (13), respectively. The first 
set was not well received but the 
second won warm praise. Engage- 
ment is limited to 12 weeks, with 
capacity practically assured due to 
Coward's local popularity. 

Robert Donat opened 
war propaganda plnxs 
(13) at Southport, titled ‘Red Night.’ 
It was splendidly received despite 
having a tragic ending. 





Coward, starring 


and last 


in an anti- 
last night 





Trahan Lands 


London, Jan. 14. 
Al Trahan, with Yukona Cameron, 


opened at the Holborn Empire on 
ithe new bill, after a fortnight at 
the Alhambra, Paris. It is his first 
London date in feur vears and, de- 
spite the fact he's follow ing an- 
other piano aci, is the laughing hit 
of the bill. 

George Robey in a new act, is be- 
low his usual standard. 

Business is far under that of last 





week, when Will Mahoney headlined 








Tait Goes Back 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Carrying the stage rights to 
‘Three Men On a Horse’ and ‘Any- 
thing Goes,’ E. J. Tait, head of the 
Williamson-Tait theatres in Austra- 
lia, has sailed for home. 

Plans to put the two into produc- 
tion immediately 
down under. 


PARIS HOLIDAY 








BIZ VERY GOOD 


Paris, Jan. 5 

Holiday period, climaxed by New 
Year’s eve, was a bonanza for Paris 
theatres and niteries. Even weak 
legit shows drew coin on the two 
big nights, Christmas eve and New 
Year’s eve, and the danceries raked 
it in. Only film exhibs are kicking 
that they didn’t get their share. 

Seme of the record Christmas eve 


takes in legit houses were a: the 
Chatelet, with spectacle-operetta 
‘Sun of Mexico’: Theatre de Paris, 


with Marcel Achard’s comedy, star- 
ring Raimu, ‘Coconut’; Marigny, 
with Edouord Bourdei’s historical 
pageant play, ‘Margot’: 
with Henry Bernstein's ‘Heart’; 
Bouffes Parisiens. with Max Dearly 
farce, ‘Popinod’; and the tiny Vieux 
Colombier, with ‘Elizabeth.’ 

In the niteries, $10 was a normai 
supper price with champagne extra. 

Vaude houses did three shows on 
both big days, with plenty biz. Film 
theatres did all right Christmas and 
New Year's, but the slump in be- 
tween was so bad that it cut total 
grosses seriously. 





Melbourne Legit Oke 


Melbourne, Dec. 24. 
Williamson - Tait will produce 
‘Yes, Madam,’ with Freddy Foss, 
next. ‘Desert Song’ finishes this 


week after a short revival season. 
W-T will also revive ‘Paul Jones’ 
for a run try at a later date. ‘White 
Horse Inn’ will be shown in 
Zealand by W-T starting Dec. : 
while the big concert attraction 
next year will be Richard Crooks. 
Ernest Rolls has just completed a 
run with ‘Flame of Desire’ and will 
probably move the show to Sydney 
for a spell. Legit has done fairly 
well here over the past few weeks. 


of 
2b 








A. Cherniavsky Named 


on his arrival 
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Tl Weeks in Red 


Gymnase, | 


' 
| 
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;and two at the Alhambra, 
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Plays Abroad 


a 


Paris Fetes (Sh! It's Tourist Bait) : 
Will Even Include Some Baseball 


> 





vv 


To Head Empire Exhib 


Johannesburg, Dec. 26. 
Committee of the Empire Exhibi- 
tion has appointed Alex Cherniav- 
sky director of entertainment. 





Impresario will sail for Europe 
shortly to see talent for pageants 
and productions at the Show 
Grounds. Event comes off in about 
au year. 





Piccadilly Folds 
In London After 


7 -- 3 Ter 74 
SPUMUULI, Garr, its 


Piccadilly theatre here closed 


after 12 weeks, 11 of which were in 
the red, of a vaudeville policy which 
drew mainly on American talent for 
headliners. House was operated by 
Charles Clore and Alfred Esdoile. 

With the exception of the opening 
week, when it showed a profit of 
$1,000, the Piccadilly lost an average 
of $1,000 weekly. 


Leddy & Smith and the Simon 
agencies in New York stated that 
the sudden. closing of the Piccadilly 
didn’t affect either very much. These 


offices set most of the American 





talent into the theatre since it 
opened. 

Simon agency had no acts set 
go over, nor any there now, while 
Leddy & Smith agented Hal Men- 
ken, who was to have opened at the 
theatre last Monday (6). Office 
claims it has received no word from 
Menken, though feels that the per- 
former's labor permit will protect 
him for payment of his contract in 
England. 

American acts going over usually 
played two weeks at the Piccadilly 
Paris, on 


one contract, 








FRITZi 


London, Dec. 21. 
Musical in two acts by Sydney 
Edward Royee. Lyrics by Arthur Stanley; 


| 


Blow and j 





| a good girl. 


music by Car! Tucker. Presented by J. W. 
Pemberton (by arrangement with Comus 
Productions, Ltd.) at the Adelphi theatre. 
Dec. 20, ‘35. Staged and directed by John 
Wryee. 

| TE ITER ATLL PTT eee Gerald Rex 
oe eee obbte céeceesede William Burden 
Briand Sccveweeescess. eee Branch 
i onasa tevdebdvccescodass. ee BMeCliogt 
SMO. x05 4s cedbe nee eeaeba’ William Jaceb 
Bismarck...... ceeces eveecee Charies Turner 
Min 40s ascenced ocveces ...Miles Byrne 
 .  SPPPererTe eeeseeccsios Terence Brnv 
Zola . ad bees he esocesss.-JOhn Waestafi 
Napoleon..... er PE ee taymond Smith | 
SE 6 iiws 406 pees Kbesu seed Arthar Smith 
Madame Pigache...........Hamleyv Clifferd 
Pritet..... Sebescoeddeses Rosalinde Fuller 
a ere ToL TP ErT tT Imcille Tingley 
PCCM 6 oss cc cessaatecced Alfred Wetllrslev 
ce Me | ae a Ivan Wilmot 
UE. 55.62 6ib a o's Seah,a 0 400 Charles Peters 
By a ere “Rey? Walter Rrodie 
Stare Door Keeper........ Dorclias Philline 
PRO ZEMUMONs ious isto ce cede The Leceridos 
tS ee TT Cerne Kenneth Solly 
ferdinand Bluet......... Berthold Ravburn 
SONG. 5 ine os he's of ed haee ad k's Leslie French 
CHES TERR TG, .0 0 dceetes i te Berner Powell 
bi ten ME EE PE eT re Marvy Cordon 
RR ie ry rae ... Olga Stephanie 


‘Fritzi’ is described as a Parisian 
musical play, and the time is given 
as the prevent. Yet had 
to the Can-Can and other attempts 
at entertainment of a vintage not of 
the moment. 

‘Fritzi’ is not unlike ‘Kiki.’ 
some resemblance to ‘Vicky.’ 
times goes back to ‘Mimi.’ 


resort is 


bears 
and at 





The lo- | 


cale is Paris, and everybody speaks | 


straight English except her- 
self, who 


not 


Fritzi 
polyglot dialect 
recognizable, 


affects @ 
readily 
She lives in a cellar and has gath- 


ered about her a bunch of bovs of 
} the street, supporting them by | 
} hanging around cafes and picking 
up the residue of discarded cigar- 
ettes. In addition, she doesn't hesi- 
tate to steal things. While in a 
shop, she picks up a pie addressed | 
to a prominent theatre manager. 
Manager visits the cellar, accom- 
panied by a gendarme. Fritzi sings 
to hin. and he gives her a eard to) 


| Fritzi has returned to her cellar, he 


his stage manager to put her {fn his 
new production, 

Leading lady proves unsatisfac- 
tory at the dress rehearsal, and 
manager tels Fritzi to jump in ata 
moment’s notice and replace her. 
Then the manager takes Fritzi to 
supper and to his flat, where she 
is provided with ailuring negligee 
and an enormous couch, augmented 
by champagne, and when the man- 


j 
: 

. | 
to j 
: 





ager retires to his own room to 
make ready for the night, she locks 
the door between them and remains 

At the end of the evening, when 
foliows her there and proposes mar- 
riage. 

Some of the music is tunefui, and 
there is a funny burlesque number 
called ‘My Lord, the Carriage Waits.’ 

Rosalinde Fuller, in the name 
part, is more vigorous than sym- 
pathetic, and Ivan Wilmot as the 
manager is far from attractive. 
Probably the strongest hit is scored 
by Leslie French, a light comedian 
who sings and dances amusingly. 

A reasonably talented company 
handle the supporting roles, and the 
production and costuming are bet- 
ter than average. 

Piece is 


not likely to enjoy any 
extended stay in the West End. 
Jolo, 
(‘The Witness’) 
Paris, Dec. 30. 
Three act play by Steve Passeur. pre- 
sented by Paulette Pax and Lucien Beer | 
at the Oeuvre, Paris 
POOP ONMO shen 6.000 hhs cada ..-Rachel Berendt 
Solunge Marguerite Cavadask 
Valerie ‘ -Sonia Batcheft 
Violette oe eeeeteses .. Daniclle-Lory 
La Plaideuse ......... Emmy Guittes | 
oo) A @eeesee .Denise Javelet 
Jose coe doebads seemeeuv Ternaml Fabre | 
CRpOMONT®. 60-00 6edescecdés 4.-0). Chambeis 
SEE 4 6 + 6s es¢méeeewoee .. Lefevre -Bel 
So é.acveuvesesous Paul Paulet 
New Passeur piece is full of | 


strange 


psychelogy and overdrawn | 
varacters. 


Single set represents entrance hall | 





Paris, Jan. 5, 

Heavy list of entertainments js 
planned for the official Fetes de 
Paris, to be held next spring from 
April 28 to July 15 in an attempt 
to attract tourists back to this 
town. 
front of 
the Cathedral 


Passion in 
Dame, 
lighted and the organ 
This 
only successful feature of last 
Fetes 


Play 
with 


Notre 
flood. 
piaying, will 


be repeated. Was about the 


sea- 
son's de Paris, which failed 


as a tourist draw. 

of Moliere 
of the 
Louvre Palace, with cooperation of 
Only outfit 
that has not been asked to contrib- 
to this 


Comedie Francaise, 


Festival in honor will 


be given in the courtyard 


stage and film celebs. 


ute demonstration is the 


which Moliere 


founded and which gives the most 


his 


Paris 


authentic representations of 


plays. Just one of those 
slip-ups. 

Other events scheduled are a 
Wagner festival at the Opera, May 
12 to 14, with a troupe from Bay- 
reuth; presentations of Mozart's 
‘Don Giovanni’ and of ‘Fidelio’ by 
an orchestra and troupe from Salz- 
burg, and a French music festival, 

Also a polo match between Ar- 
gentina and Chile in the Bois de 
Boulogne, footbell and baseball 
games, a Russian ballet season, a 
ball in the Place des Vosges, pic 


| turesque downtown square; a radio 


festival in which Sacha Guitry will 
take part, a military band contest, 
and a flock of just plain celebra- 
tiens, 


Beatty for Mayfair 


London, Jan, 5. 
George Beatty has been signed to 
play the Mayfair hotel cabaret. 
Henry Sherek is lining up an ail 


| American cabaret show fur the oc- 
} casion, 


which will include, besides 
Beatty, Harriett Hutchins and Mary 
Raye and Naldi. Raye is of tha 
former Raye, illis and Le Rue, and 
Naldi was with Howell and Harger. 





of a proyincial hotel, where man 
(Fernand Fabre) has a date with 
his mistress (Sonia Batchoff). He's 
greeted by the hotel keever (Rachel! 
Berendt) a widow, who falls in love 
With him at first sight. Then his 
mistress arvives, and after a quarrel 
because he won't let her come to the 
small town in which he lives with 
his wife and children, she commits 
suicide. 

Rest of show consists of the man’s 
determination to follow the girl in 
suicide, and fight of the hotel 
woman, who loves him, to prevent 
it. She makes him, but this is 
merely a postponement, his suicide 
being the show’s denouement. 

Play is not as morbid as it sounds 
in a brief summary, but is never- 
theless packed with an atmosphere 


of strangeness. Doesn't seem to be 
the «lick which has been expected 
of Passeur for several years. 


Acting is of high Paris standard, 





particularly that of MUue. Berendt, 
who returns from a long run in 
London—she plays in English &s 


well as French. Sonia Batcheff is a 
newcomer with promise. Stern. 


La Revue de la Chair 


(‘Fiesh Revue’) 

Paris, Jan. 1. 
two acts (30 scenes) presentet 
Mayol. Paris, by Andre Denis 
Lefebvre. Written by Listone, 
Emile Codey and Farelli; staged by FEd- 
mon’ Carlus; dances by Georges Zeng, 
English line by Gladys Randall; costumes, 
Aumont and Zanel. Stars Hilda Brown. 


Revue in 
at Concert 
and Paul 


Colored America again 
the front of a Paris show. 
Brown here does some of the stuff 
that Josephine Baker brought to 
Paris some nine years ago, but with- 
out quite as much pep. She's not 
played up as an American, however, 


comes to 


Hilda 


but as a Creole, which in France 
means a native of the French co!- 
| onies. 

Besides Miss Brown, show 4de- 
pends on nudism and French cont- 
|eady of a fairly low calibre. Out- 
standing among the nude dancers 


iis Lorna Rode, who manages to con- 


ceal her nudity vial long blond hai! 
far more modestly than the French 
girls in the show, Also an oriental 


dancer billed as Floryvane, who dees 


effective exotic grimaces and ges- 
tures. ; 
Rest of show is ordinary, but 61) 
eet by for the baldhead trad 
; Siecrn. 
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Turns Impresario, Does 
Capacity in Rockford 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 
Jean Baptiste DeKeyser, a chorus 
man of Chi City Opera, has friends 
in Rockford, HL When last month 
City Opera shut down with salaries 
unpaid, DeKeyser got in touch with 
the town, which had not heard opera 


Chi Opera Chorister | 
| 
| 


in 15 years, and obtained assurance | 


that his friends would organize a 
paid audience if he provided a show. 
He banded some of the paid-by-the- 
week routineers of the City Opera, 
persuaded Rosalinda Morini to lend 
a hand as prima donna, rehearsed 


‘Rigoletto’ under a sub-contractor, | 





Baltimore, Jan. 14. 
Metropolitan Opera will close its 
"35-36 with a 


season three-day 


ductions will be ‘Carmen’ (Rosa 
Ponselle), ‘Tristan and Isolde’ (Kir- 
sten Flagstad and Lauritz Melchior), 
and ‘La Boheme’ (Lucrezia Bori, 


| Met comes here after its week in 
Boston, starting March 21. 





should be the one in which Luerezia 
Bori has announced will signal her 
retirement after 28 consecutive sea- 
'sons with the outfit. 





and gave the opera Jan. 8 to a sold- | 


out house, calling his venture the 
Chicago Opera. All concerned got 
some money from the gamble, 

Now DeKeyser talks of going back 
next month to give ‘Carmen,’ and 
of erganizing a middlewest circuit. 


Chicago Tuning Up 


By Frederick Donagirey 








Eric DeLamarter, who since ‘17 
has been associate conductor of the 
Chicago Symphony, is so ill that 
Conductor Siuck pusipouned his va- 
cation by a week and is conducting 
the concerts of Jan. 14-16-17-18. 
Hamilton Harty comes as guest- 
eonductor for Jan, 28-24-28, by 
which time, it is expected DeLamar- 
ter will be able to take over pend- 
ing Dr. Stock’s return. DeLamartei 
was for some years drama-critic 
of the Inter-Ocean, retired in ‘14 


by merger with the Record-Herald, | 


and served for a time as music- 
critic of the former and of the Tri- 
bune. He was concert-conductor at 
Ravinia Opera for years. He is 
heavily represented in the repertoire 
of the Chicago Sympliony as a com- 
poser. 


Mina Hager, Chicago contralto at 
one time under Campanini a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Opera, is soloist 
of the Jan. 14 concert by the Sym- 
phony with John Alden Carpenter, 
another Chicagoan devoted to mu- 
sic represented in her 
bution by ‘Gitanjali,’ his setting of 
some poems by Tagore, the Hindu 
uesthete. 





Having in the 10 years since the 
orchéstra was founded = allowed 
special privileges on wage-scales 
and such to the Chicago Woman’s 
Symphony, the musicians’ union is 
now insisting that the organization 
is of age, and that it pay atten- 
tion to some of the rules an? regu- 
lations of the Chicago Federation. 
The orchestra for 10 years has been 
depending for revenues for over- 
head on gifts, sponsored series of 
concerts, and window-sales. So, 75 
sponsors are asked to give $30 
apiece to carry the player's fees for 
remaining concerts of this season's 
schedule, with 25 of those so far 
solicited having promised to help. 
Each sponsor’s $30 will take care of 
one. player's fees, there being 75 
players and the whole sum required 
being $2,250. The union is not in- 
sisting that the players be paid the 
same scale as the men of the Chi- 
eago Symphony, but requires that 
salaries be guaranteed. The wometu 
gave their third concert of the sea- 
son Jan. 12, in the Studebaker, with 
Olga Valentine’s ballet as an extra. 


The group of it well-knowns who 
set out in December to find respon- 
sible guarantors of $100,000 for a 
six-weeks season of opera next sea- 
son, expect to call it a day by the 
end of the month and disband, say- 
ing: ‘If Chicago can’t insure a sca- 
son for that sum, it’s silly to worry 
whether or not there’s to be a 1936 
opera-season. Men and women who 
were expected to give $1,000 apiece 
said they would give $100, the same 
men and women who are horrified 
when told there may be no opera 
and then grimly ask what's become 
of the Chicago spirit. They were so 
used to letting George do it.— that 
they think another George should 
happen alone with a load of what 
they call Chieago spirit. We will 
'ry until the end of the month: but 
Just now we have in sight $22,900.’ 





Liederkranz Society Sued 
Reading, Pa., Jan. 14. 
George D. Haage, who for many 
years has presented stars of opera 
and concert locally, has brought suit 
for $1,350 against the Reading Lied- 
erkranz, German singing society, to 


recover salary alleged due him as | 


its musical director. 
; Haage has served the organization 
or Many yearm 


contri- | 


DETROIT SENDING 3 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


the Detroit Opera, here to fix dates 





three operas. Two will be novelties 
in Chicago—‘The Dybbuk’ and 


cages Opera. ‘Aida’ will be thigd 
opera, With Rosa Raisa in title-part. 
She will have title-part in ‘The 
Dybbuk,’ aiso, 
Traviata’ in rep, with Lucrezia 
has been dropped. 

Concert dates not yet decided. 
Wronski wishes to come in mid- 
April; but time he desires is held by 
San Carlo Opera and Monte Carlo 
| Ballet, both returns. 
that, if Fortune Gallo refuses to 
push back into May, Detroit venture 
will go into first half of April. 





Booking Mer. on Skates 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 14. 

Edwin Wedge of Detroit, former 
U. S. Olympics athlete (1928), is 
|here to participate in the speed 
skating events. 
| On the side he is acting as book- 
jing agent for his’ bride, Goeta 
Ljungberg, operatic soprano, in 
lining up dates in this section for 
early summer. She's now in New 
York. 

Couple were married in October. 


Radio Build-Up Ripens 
New Met Diva for Road 
Suzanne Fisher, debuting this sea- 

son with the Metropolitan Opera 

compuiny, goes out as a concert 
headliner next season under NBC 

Artists banner. Singer is spotted for 

various radio appearances this year. 

Bureau feels these will pave the 

way for concert dates next winter. 
She’s one of the new U. S. divas 

in the Met.’s personnel. 








Further Denver Bookings 
| Denver, Jan, 14. 


Arthur M. Oberfelder and Robert 
: Slack have just contracted four 





} more attractions for their concert | 


} ater This group includes Trudi 
Schoop and her comic ballet, Jan. 
27; Ruth Slencyznski, Feb. 4; Mis- 
cha Elman, Feb, 8, and the Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orchestra, 
May 6. 

Next attraction in the regular 
Oberfelder-Slack series will be the 
appearance of Nelson Eddy, Jan, 17. 
Ouly seats available are chairs on 
the stage. 





Rosa Raisa in Detroit 
Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Rosa Raisa is booked for Orches- 
tra Hall next week at top price of 
$2 as concert season swings inte 
high again. Jooss European Ballet 
is another star bill, also scheduled 
for Orchestra Hall at $3 top, on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 

Detroit Concert Society's series of 
five piano recitals opens same week, 
with Poldi Mildner as artist. Others 
to appear later are Josef Lhevinne. 
| Arthur Schnable, Albert Hirsh and 
Miseha Levitzki. 





Heifetz, $2 200, Balto. 
Baltimore, Jan. 14. 

In first concert here in several 
years by Jascha Heifetz, last Wed. 
(3), the large Lyric was nearly ca- 
pacity upstairs and down. 

Estimated gross at $2.20 top 
$2,200. 





‘stand in Balto, April 2-3-4. Pro- | 


Lawrence Tibbett and either Gio- | 
vanni Martinelli or Nino Martini). | 


OPERAS TO CHICAGO 


> 
Thaddeus Wronski, impresario of | 


and terms for an after-Easter visit | 
of his company in. repertoire of! 


Prince Igor,’ old stuff in the Met but | 
never placed in repertoire of Chi- | 
Plan to include ‘La | 


Bori, ot the Met, and a star tenor, | 


Expectation is | 


Met’s Balto Fold-Up ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 


/— GA-GA ON NOVELTY 


Stage sets used in the production 
of ‘Iris’ which was the opening night 


attraction at the Royal Opera House | 


in Rome actually and literally pre- 
sented a novel angle. In both the 


nese landscape, and the second act. 
| Which took place in the interior of 
a Japanese brothel, the scenery was 
tilted 


plane of the stage was inclined at 


Deemed fitting that the final per- | 
formance the Met gives this season | 


toward the audience, The 


a considerable angle, so that all, 


the actors’ motions had to take 
place up or down the slope instead 
of on a level, and ‘upstage’ meant 
|a lot more than usually. 

| -Jm the first set, the housé and the 
bridge spanning the river were de- 
signed at angles corresponding to 
the tilt of the whole set, so that the 
audience, even the part of it that is 
used to the worm’s eye view, got a 
bird’s eye view of both, being treat- 
ed to a good look at the roof of the 
house, and a good guess as to 
whether the bridge would come top- 
pling over the footlights most any 
moment or not, 

In the brothel scene, the furni- 
| ture was adapted in the same angu- 
llar way; and when the drapes at 
the rear (and top) of the stage were 
drawn aside and the crowd appear- 
}ed in back and above the interior, 
ithe audience shared the nice sensa- 


| 


tion of being menaced by the crowd 


With the littl Japanese girl who | 


was being exhibited. 

Sets were after designs by Nicola 
Benois, but with important artistic 
modifications and technical adapta- 
tions by Pericle Ansaldo. 





| Reinhardt 


(Continued from page 53) 





other’ starts. The dance troupe 
| romps on before the men with the 
| praying shawls can quite get off. 
| Some of the legs show. It seems 
| sacrilege. 

Doesn’t Mince Gestures 

Isaac Van Grove, who directs the 
orchestra, is singing some of the 
; parts. Ben Cutler, who leads a jazz 
!band at the Shelton hotel, is hand- 
|ling a small part; he’s an angel. 
| Press agent number three wants to 
| know how the VARIETY mugg likes 
jit. Just at that moment Reinhardt 

puts his fingers to his nose in an 
| expressive gesture. 

Paul Denis has a small part. He 
is really the son of the late Cantor 
Rosenblatt. He doesn’t want any- 
one to know. He wants to make his 
way on his own. 

Von Mendelssohn fs jotting down 
notes. Herold is jotting down notes. 
Helene Thimig is jotting down 
notes. Reinhardt is holding his 
head. 


| On stage Abraham (Macaulay) is 
| offering his son in sacrifice to God. 
| The child screams. He is a boy out 
,}of the ‘Dead End’ cast. It is grip- 
|ping. Reinhardt weeps. Mrs. Rein- 
|hardt wipes a tear from her eyes. 





A moment later another scene. 
Sam Jaffee is scoffing. Reinhardt is 
laughing. Mrs. Reinhardt is laugh- 
ing. 


Press agent number four asks the 
mugg noi to forget te mention that 
Malcolm Lamar *:. “far Beatty 
are handling the «echnical end of 
rebuilding the old theatre on 34th 
St. 

‘How many press agents are there 
anyway?” 

No one seems to know. A bhalf- 
dozen or so. Joseph Brainin is in 
charge. Or Ann Silver is in charge. 
They each have several assistants. 

The show is scheduied to open the 
last week of January. It's been 
postponed twice. It may be post- 


all, rebuilding a theatre. . .! 

Finally the first act is over. 

‘Wie lang?’ asks the professor. 

‘Sixty-seven minutes,’ 

‘Fine,’ he smiles. Now, Kinder!’ 
They're his children. 

Everyone on stage again. The 
Professor is in center stage. The 
entire east surrounds him. Al}! the 
|copious notes are brought forth. 
Gone over one by one. The Profes- 
| sr explains them. 





| You said, in YOUR soul,’ Abra- | 


iham. That's not the way. I want 
| you to say ‘In your SOUL.’ 

| Abraham 
| SOUL. 

} On to the next note. On into the 
night. 


first act, which was laid in a Japa- | 


poned again a couple of times. After | 


he is told. | 


repeats it. ‘In your | 








7,006 SEATS SOLD OUT 


Seattle Goes Big for $1.50 Top Piano 
Recital 





| 
| 





Seattle, Jan. 14. 

Folks here will put out dough for 
|}ace attractions. This is again proven 
i this week with sellout of 7,000 seats 
fat Civie aude for Percy Grainger, 
' Australian pianist-composer, who 
got record crowd at concert last | 
{night. Pop prices prevailed, 50c to} 
| $1.50, with gross close to $7,000. Mail 
lorder biz was great, being 80%, and | 
| sellout was chalked up almost week 
jin advance of date. 

| Capacity biz also greeted Ballet 
; Russe at Music Hall, sponsored by 
| Ladies’ Musical Club. This 2,300- 
lseater was packed two nights and |} 
|at mat, with take range 50c to $2.50. 








} 


Hl OPERA LACKED 
A THEATRE LICENSE 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
check-up by bureau 
having charge of theatre licenses 
finds that none was asked for, paid 
or issued to Civic Opera House for 
| 1935, although big theatre was in 
| occasional use for miscellaneous 
| offerings and for five weeks housed 
season of Chicago Opera. Argu- 
ment in rebuttal by building-man- 
agers is that opera house is a not- 
for-profit venture, although point is 
not provided for in city ordinance. 

That Civil Theatre, in same 
building, lacked 1935 license was 
discovered when owners of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ sought to lease house after 
Mayor Kelly closed play in Selwyn. 
| However, Standard Oil, as importer 
| of Jack Hylton’s radio-show, is 
| taking care of license for theatre, 
‘ which seats fewer than 1,600, 


Double Tragedy in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Mrs. Melita Powell Rovig, 50, for- 
|mer Metropolitan Grand Opera 
| singer, shot her husband to death 
| Sunday (13) and then turned gun 
fon herself with fatal results. 

| In dying statement Rovig, a 
liquor salesman, told police his wife 
had accused him of infidelity. She 
shot him twice in the abdomen. 


WPA 


(Continued from page 52) 
people were willing to pay $50 inf- 
tiation plus half a year’s dues in 
order to secure the $163.50 monthly 
from the government. 

Deny Arty Charge 

Claim that the project’s shows are 
being framed along little theatre 
lines is refuted. It is admitted that 
little theatre managements are at 
the head of the shows, but the casts 
are professional and so are those 
assigned to act as company man- 
agers, while the press Jepartment is 
also culled from the ranks of show 
business. A number of people for- 
meriy pic:ninent on Broadway are 
known to be in the project’s New 
York set-up. 

Last week Elmer Rice, regional 
director, added a fourth house close 
to the theatre zone to be used for 
WPA shows. It is the former Prin- 
cess, on 39th street, which is under 
lease to Labor Stage, a unionist 
group sanctioned by the American 
Federation of Labor. The 299-seater 
will be ready for use on Feb. 1 but 
Labor Stage has not formed a play- 
ing organization, nor has it found 
| the type of plays for which it was 
formed—dramas favoring the cause 
of unionism. Other WPA-leased 
theatres in Manhattan are the Bilt- 
more, Manhattan and Daly's. 

Deal between WPA and Labor 
Stage calls for sharing the receipte 
50-50, the admission scale to be 50c. 
top. Labor reserves the right to 
seleet the plays which the WPA will 
present at the house, to be renamed. 

One unit known as the Theatre 


Annnal 

















} 

| Workshop has Cleon Throckmorton 
in charge. It is located at 455 Tenth 
favenue (Soth street), where settings 
jand costumes are designed and 
' quarters “The 
Wanderer’ was tried out 
early this week by the Yiddish 


drama group. Another unit known 


made. At 
| Bternal 


these 


jas the Yiddish intimate theatre wg i Z 
Jan. 


readying a number of piaylets. 





Concerts, Ballets at Jones Beach; 
Barge as Stage, 5,000 2c Seats 


Deal is on for a season of high 
elass concerts to be presented in 
the open-air at Zach's Bay, Jones 
Beach, N. Y., next summer. Long 
Island State Park Commission is 
contacting various metrepolitan 
agencies on the idea of supplying 
Grade A 


months. Presentations would be 
given on the floating pier, anchored 
permanently a short ways out from 
the shore, with total seating capac- 
ity (on land) of 10,000 seats. 

Besides singers, plans include 
broatcasting, ballets, pageants, sym- 
phonies, and other offertngs adapted 
to such purses. There would be 
5,000 seats free to patrons with the 
remaining half seld at a quarter, 
Last year WPA talent appeared at 
the resort, but officials want class 
fare for the coming season starting 
in June. 
| One idea under consideration is to 
| move symphonies and other attrac- 
| tions which are done at Lewisohn 
Stadium in Manhattan out to the 
beach for repeat performances, 
| Added appearances would double 
| work for those pacted for ,such 
dates and would add prestige to the 
play spot itself. Commission would 
like nightly shows or at least four 
times a week. B. L. Van Schaink 
is handling preliminary negotia- 
tions. 


Dervish Technique 
Studied by Dancer 


Belgrade, Jan. 3, 

Tashamira, U. 5S. dancer now 
| here, is studying Dervish prayer- 
| dances with the idea of taking them 
back to New York after her present 
tour. She’s been visiting seme of 
the old Dervish monasteries in 
Skelpje near here, to get first-hand 
slants on the ancient rituals. 

Dancer lived here until she was 
nine years old, when her family 
moved to America. This spring she 
embarks on a tour of the Balkan 
states, with a single appearance 
scheduled in Paris, before leaving 
for the other side. Her return here 
was marked with success as natives 
are keen on dancing, either classical 
or modern, 


talent during the hot 





} 
| 
i 








Edith Lorand Visits 
Here Following Tour 


Edith Lorand’s company of Hun- 
garian musicians (15) is en route to 
Budapest following a six-week tour 
under NBC Artists banner. Miss 
Lorand personally is remaining a 
bit longer in America before return- 
ing to Europe. 

Her first American appearance 
was a Carnegie Hall (N. Y.) date 
and a Vallee radio guester last fall, 
She'll repeat next season, it’s un- 
derstood. 





Hurok to California 


S. Hurok left for the Coast early 
iast week to be on hand during the 
Los Angeles and San Francisco en- 
| gagements of the Monte Carlo Ballet 
| Russe, May talk film deals eon 
Coast. 

He'll return to New York by the 
middle of Feb. 








Brancato’s Laryngitis 
Kansas City, Jan. 14. 

Resemarte Braneato, who came 
back to her own home town to sing 
with the Kansas City Philharmonic 
Orchestra the $th and 1th, was 
unable to sing the second night on 
account of an attack of laryngitis. 

Although she is expected to be 
able to return to New York in a 
few days her physician sent her to 
a hospital for rest. 





Hart 4’s Int’! Tour 

Saskatoon, Sask., Jan. 14. 
Hart House Quartet, Toronto, 
| on tour Canadian and United States 
in 80 recitals before sailing to Eng- 
land early in May, going to Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark and Holland 
in October. 

Heard for first time in this city 

Jan. 10 at University convocation 
hall. 





Emma Redell of Chicago Civie 
| Opera, is scheduled for her first 
recital in three seasons on 
20 ia Town Hall. 
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Using the Air 
Following the 
extensive practice cf newspapers 
and magazines in using radio to 
gain readers and prestige, trade 
papers are now also starting to use 
broadcasting. Roy Dickinson, head 
man at Printer’s Ink, is a leading 
spirit in a contemplated program 
over WOR, New York, in which four 
advertising trade papers in periods 
of six weeks each will conduct a 
once-weekly quarter hour devoted 
to trade gossip of their field. 
Advertising and Selling, Adver- 
tising Age and Tide are the others 
lined up by WOR according to seni- 


earlier and fairly 





‘Men and Brethren’ ($2.50) .. 
If I Have Four Apples’ ($2.50) .. 


‘North to the Orient’ ($2.50) 





ority. Program will start later this 
month. 
Drug World and American Drug- | 


gist, owned by Hearst, are already 
conducting a three-a-week half hour 
program over WINS, New York. 
Ed Flynn is master of ceremonies 
with lots of music sandwiched in. 
Trade gossip plus oddities of the 
drug and medicine world and its 
history constitute the pattern of the | 
program. 


Harry Carr Dead 


Harry Carr, 58, author, world 
traveler and Los AngeleS Times 
columnist, died in L, A. Jan. 10 of 


a heart attack. 
Times in 


Deceased joined the 


1897 and in his 39 years 
with the sheet covered Washing- 
ion and the Worid War. He was 
given honorable mention by «the 
Pulitzer committee in 1934 for his 
articles written abroad and here. 

Carr took time out from. his 


newspaper work to do an occasional 


scenario for D. W. Griffith and 
Jesse Lasky. His last connection | 
with pictures was on the screen 


play of Paramount’s ‘Old Ironsides.’ 
His four published works include 
*‘Old» Mother Mexico,’ ‘The West 
Still Is Wild,’ ‘Riding the Tiger’ and 
‘Los Angeles, City of Dreams.’ In 
His last ‘Lancer’ column for the 
Times he wrote, ‘death cuts don 
the famous by threes in Hollywood 
~—Thelma Todd, John Gilbert and 
Quien Sabe?’ 
His widow, 
survive, 


a son and daughter 





Polo Mag Changes Title 

Starting with Jan. issue, Polo 
mag becomes Horse and Horseman. 
Cover, typography and style have 
been altered, but there will be no 
material change in editorial policy, 
ownership or direction. 

George A. Hammer, formerly with 
Curtis Pub. Co., has been named 
business manager. Alfred Gwynne 
Vanderbilt and August A. Busch, 
Jr., have joined board of directors, 
of which Herbert Bayard Swope is 
chairman. Peter Vischer, one of 
the founders of Polo in 1927, re- 
mains editor. 


Anvil-Partisan Merge 


Starting Jan. 22, bi-monthly mags 
Anvil and Partisan Review will 





combine as new literary monthly. 
Merger to be called, for time being, 
Partisan Review & Anvil. Contents 
to comprise fiction, poetry, report- 
age and literary criticism. To sell 
for 15c. 

Editorial board consists of Philip 
Rahv, Allen Calmer, William Phil- 
lips, Edwin Rolfe and Clinton Simp- 
son. James T, Farrell will write a 
cclumn on legit, and Kenneth Fear- 
ing will do same on films, 


English Buy Manwaring Tome 


Dan Manwaring, of Warners stu- 
dio publicity staff, has sold the 
English book rights to his new 
novel, ‘The Man Who Murdered 
Himself,’ to Lane & Co. 

Book, published in N. Y. by Wil- 
liam Morrow, is due in stalls Feb. 7. 





Dropping Sunday Edition 

St. Paul Daily News, which began 
publication in Minnesota’s capital 
city in 1900, discontinues its Sunday 
edition starting March 1, According 
to Fred H. Strong, city editor, fold- 
ing the Sunday issue is in line with 
execs’ plan to step up the daily, in- 
creasing its size from four to six 
pages over the present average °f 
18. 

General revamping of the staff is 
in prospect, with several new men 
to be added in the plan to improve 
the tone of the sheet. 


New Film Supplement 


Movies of the Week is the title of 
a new fan supplement which starts | 


off with a reported circulation in 
about 30 newsparers in U. S. and 
Canada. Published in New 
chiefly in black and white. 


— 





More Hoss Opry 
Winford Publications has another 
pulp, this one called Western Action 
Novels and a bi-monthly. 
Clift Campheli is editing. 


York, | 





Rest Sellers 


Best sellers for the week ending Jan. 11, as reported by the 
Americans News Co., Inc. 





Fiction 
‘Trail Driver, The’ ($2.00) ...ccceeseseeeecens csetetesey aane Grey 
‘Floating Peril, The’ ($2.00) ..secceeeees .By E, Phillips Oppenheim 
‘Sound Wagen’ ($2.50) ...cceeeeeecccccesensscnre By fF: 8. Stribling 
‘Moon's Our Home’ ($2.00) ccccccecessenseeeeeees By Faith Baldwin 


coccccesseee bY James Gould Cozzens 


Non-Fiction 
PRATT Rea oo By Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
‘Hell Bent for Election’ (50c.) ...... 


....-By Josephine Lawrence 


ewan seus By James P, Warburg 














‘Woollcott Reader, The’ ($3) ..cccsccccccess By Alexander Woollcott 

‘Will Rogers’ ($1) ....cccvccer ecpeesevns icaeeuken By P. J. O’Brien 

‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ ($5) .cecccccccnccces ...By T. E. Lawrence 

‘Mrs. Astor’s Horse’ ($3) ....cee- TTC eETE TT eoee- by Stanley Walker 
Trade Papers | Writers’ L. A. Office 

The Florida Grower, Tampa, has | Authors League of America will 


leased its publication to the Florida 
| Growers’ 


Co., which 
operation of 


Pub. 
authority for 
monthly. 

Robbins Pub. Co, appointed A. C. 
M. Azoy managing ed of Advertis- 
ing and Selling. He takes the place 
of M. L. Gaffney, who resigned to 
join the Columbia 3roadcasting 
System. 

Electric Kitchen Times, 
published in Cleveland, 
sold to Heating Journals, 
New York, 

More Business, new co-operative 
monthly mag devoted to graphic 
arts, began with a Jan. issue, 
American Photo-Engravers 
ation, Chicago, publishing. 

Tuna fishing industry comes into 
its own with publication of Tuna 
Clipper mag. Will make its ap- 
pearance in near future with Byron 
Woods as ed. 


assumes 


the 


formerly 
has been 
Ine., of 


Associ- 


Restoring Shakespearean Theatre 

Globe-Mermaid Association of 
England and America to build in 
South London a replica of the Globe 
theatre, which was destroyed by fire 
in 1613. It is also considering re- 
building old Mermaid Tavern next 
to the theatre and establishing an 
Elizabethan Library and Museum in 
this center. 


English section of Association's 
council includes Shakespearean 


scholars and actors. American sec- 
tion is just being formed. F. C. 
Owlett is here from London to dis- 
cuss project with interested people. 


Md. Press Assn’s Officers 


At close of annual two-day ses- 
sion held in Baltimore last week, 
the Maryland Press Association, 
composed largely of county news- 
papers, elected officers for coming 
year. 

Sam Shanahan, publisher of the 
Easton Star-Democrat and chair- 
man of the State Board of Chari- 
ties, was returned to post of presi- 
dent; David Jenkins, publisher of 
the Annapolis Capital and Mary- 
land Gazette, was re-elected treas- 
urer-secretary; 
Cambridge, was chosen first v.p.; 
and John Roberts, of Baltimore, 
second v.p. Board of Governors: 
Wilmer Cronin, of Aberdeen; 
Jones, of Salisbury; and 
Curley, of Laurel. 


George Morgan Dies 

George Morgan, 81, author and 
former newspaper editor, died Jan. 
8 at his home in Philadelphia after 
a year’s illness. For more than 50 
years Morgan was employed on 
various Philadelphia papers, finally 
retiring in 1i1$28 from the Record, 
Where he was Sunday editor. He 
was author of ‘John Littlejohn of 
J’ and ‘The Issue,’ both historical 
novels, and biographies of Patrick 
Henry, Lafayette and James Mon- 
roe. He also wrote ‘The City of 
Firsts.” 


’Nother Tab for L. A, 


Angeles Illusirated Daily 
News, that town’s.gnlv tab, will 
have a running maf March 1, 
when the regulation sized Post- 
Record drops its identity and 
format for new title of Evening 
Daily News. 

Manchester Boddy owns _ both 
sheets and has long tried to unload 
P-R, a losing venture. 


Los 














Travel Mag Underway 
Pacific Geographic mag, 
travel publication, to 
pearance shortly. 
Pacific area, including South 
Islands, Australia and India, 
Culbreth Sudler is editor. 


} 

| the 
new 
Will cover entire 
Sea 


Assoviated Authors, Inc.,. 


New Pulps 
launch- 
| 


ing two new mags called Scarlet _ France and 


Gang Stories and Seariet 
sions. 
J. Bruce Denahes is editor. 


Watson Webb, of 


i 
James 


‘ 1 
make its ap- ; : 
|Chi boy, hence the lyric reprint. 


|open Coast offices of the organiza- 


| 


tion immediately, placing in charge 


la present member of the New York | 





staff. 

Organization decided on move in 
view of the large number of mem- 
bers of the League and Dramatists 
Guild now on the Coast. Local offi- 
cers will give members here direct | 
service and eliminate the raft of | 
correspondence and wires in com- 
municating with eastern headquar- 
ters on individual problems. 





L. A. Nabe Daily 


Los Angeles Press, community 
weekly, which goes evening daily 
tab Feb, 1, will be covered by the 
City News Service locally, and by 
Trans-Radio for outside bulletins. 
First sheet in city to be serviced 
by T-R. 

Outfit will continue twice-weekly | 
shopping news. throwaway, which | 
currently has press run of 86,000, 





‘Round ’n ’Round’ 


i ->tinued from page 1) 
until Columbia won out. Max Win- 
slow wired for the rights to the 
forthcoming Columbia-Harry Rich- 
man filmusical, ‘Rolling Along’ and 
the filmusical will now be retitled 
and rescored after the pop song. 
Metro made a screen test of Mike 
Farley-Eddy Riley, as well as a bid 
for the boys’ song with an eye to the! 
1937 ‘Broadway Melody.’ Para- 
mount was also hot on it. 

Personals 


| calling 





Farley-Riley and their Onyx Club 
(N.Y.) Boys (swing combo), are 
currently at ‘the Paramount on 
Broadway, doubling from the nitery. 
Eddie Cantor has the songwriting 
band leaders also slated for a radio 
commercial, 

In the background of ‘Music Goes 
Round and Round’ is Red Hodgson, 
who is the accredited co-author of 
the song. He first introduced the 
phrase as an ad lib obligato while 
working as trumpet player with the 
late Earl Burnett's orchestra around 
Chicago, In the choruses of ‘Dinah’ 
Hodgson would ad lib, ‘The Music 
Goes Round and Round.’ Farley 
and Riley developed and embel- 
lished the present version as cur- 
rently constituted and Santly-Joy is 
splitting the royalties three-ways 
equally, 

Hodgson is personal-appearanc- 
ing around Chi now, upping from 
$60 a week to $600, and the Farley- 
Riley boys, besides their Decca re- 
cordings, ete., are likewise coming 
into the fancy money. Rockwell is 
currently working on the idea of 
uniting the trio. 

‘Round and Round’ is already the 
subject of a legal claim by the 
National Songwriters League, 503 
yrand street, Jersey City, of which 
Louis A. Gorlan is president, and 
V. Ray Grobholz, executive secre- 


tary. 
Select Music’s attorney, J. T. 
Abeles, has the claim from the 


League that it published a Ford's 
Model T. Joke Book and that in- 
cluded thereir ‘* a verse about ‘the 
wheels go round and round; you 
press the pedal down: whoa-ho-ho;: 
way down below-below-below,’ etc., 
all tending to allege lyric similarity. 

Abeles has also a claim against 
the Chicago Evening American for 
allegedly printing the entire chorus 
Without permission. The American 
printed 2a story on Red Hodgson, 


Campbell-Connelly by blanket 
contract has ‘Round’ for England 
but the song has created unusual 
demands for the Select Music cata- 





log for other countries. Francis. 
Day & Hunter has taken it for 
Ralph S. Peer, Inc. 


Confes- | (Southern Music Co.) has acquired 


the Mexican, Argentine and 
zilian publication rights. 


Bra- 





French Sunday Paper 


Sunday newspaper idea has at 
last invaded France. Paris Soir, 


evening sheet with the largest cir- 
culation in the country, is publish- 
ing on Saturday nights (with a Sun- 
day date) two simultaneous editions, 
one just like all the weekaay papers 
and the other, called Paris Soir 
Dimanche, containing eight pages 
of features as weli as regular news. 
Readers can have either edition they 
want, but the one including the fea- 
tures costs twice as much as the 
other. 

Features are closely imitated from 
American and English Sunday 
newspapers, and for the most 
are translated or adapted 
Comic strip idea is not 


actually 
from English. 
entirely but a 


oi Diainiah . 
MuUuuvpceau, 


humorous cartoons is used weekly, 
different artist. 


Women’s features are conspicuously 


each time by a 


played up, and ‘Advice to the Love- | 


lorn’ is included. Also a page of kid 


' stuff. 


Add to D-M Prize 
Forum mag has’ joined Dodd, 
Mead in its prize contest for a Red 


Badge gumshoe yarn. Forum is 
adding another $1,000 for serial 
rights, which makes total prize 
money $2,000. 
Gontest closes July $1. 
Chatter 
Nebulae, Michigan poetry mag, 


now a bi-monthly. 

Robert Frost wintering at his 
home near Miami, Fla. 

James torty back from 
mile auto trip cross continent. 

Archibald MacLeish doing articles 
on anti-Semitism for Fortune, 
Sinclair 
‘Depression 


Upton 


satire, 


his 
himself 

John Macrae, president of E. P. 
Dutton Co., Dutton Co., to England. 


publishing 
Island,’ 


Jay David Blaufox has a piece in 
the current Liberty, ‘Ladies Who 
Jump.’ 

Kyle Crichton in 
Colliers. Errol 
list. 

Virginia Woolf's most recent is 
‘The Years’ and Harcourt, Brace will 
publish it in April. 

Idwal Jones has written a juven- 
ile, ‘Whistlers Van,’ which Viking is 
publishing in April. 

Jean Dupuy, publisher 
Parisien and Excelsior, 
visiting New York. 

Anna Louise Strong, ed Moscow 
Daily News and author of ‘I Change 
Worlds,’ in from Russia. 

James P. Dawson, of N. Y. Times, 


Hollywood for 
Flynn first on his 


Le Petit 
and wife 


elected chairman of New York 
Chapter of Baseball Writers Assn. 
Sidney Fairway is really Dr. S. 


Herbert Daukes, director of Well- 
come Museum of Natural Science in 
London, 

‘Antony,’ biog of Viscount Kneb- 
worth by his father, Earl of Lytton, 
to be published here this Spring by 
Scribner. 

Rosamond Lehmann’s ‘Weather 
in the Streets’ skedded for publica- 
tion in late spring by Reynal & 
Hitchcock. 

tobert Frost to have new book 
out this spring, his first since ‘West- 
Running Brook’ in 1928. Title un- 
decided as yet. 

Herschel Brickell now conducting 
book review department for Review 
of Reviews mag. 

Donand C. Peattie to have his next 
on Simon & Schuster list and calls 
it ‘Men and Nature.’ 

Dalton Trumbo’s ‘Darling Bill’ 
pickes for Little-Brown Tome on 
‘Best Statevepost Stories of 1935.’ 
Writer is on Warners staff. 

New Democracy mag has under- 
gone change in editorial staff. Gor- 
ham Munson is new editor and 
James Laughlin IV, literary ed. 

W. A. Weaver in as editor and 
publisher of the Albuquerque New 
Citizen, weekly throw-away, replac- 
ing Arnold Bauer, whose interest 
he bought. 

Ig#bel Ross almost finished with 
her forthcoming book on femme 
scribes called ‘Ladies of the Press.’ 
Harpers has it skedded for spring 
publication. 

Jimmy Richardson, managing edi- 


part | 


page of} 


15,000 


tor, and Gilmore Brown, editorial | 
writer, dropped by L. A. Post- 
Record. Tom Grimshaw and Lee 


Payne took over m.e. spot. 
Hillman-Curl publishing 
Spring's Londc best-seller 
tosing.’ Spring is literary editor 
of the London Evening Standard, 
having succeeded J. B. Priestly. 

T. M. Pepperday, business mana- 
ger of Albuquerque Journal and 
Tribune, and publisher of the Jour- 
nal, in as business manager of 
Scripps-Howard papers in Rocky 
Mountian area with headquarters in 
Denver. tegan 
him in Albuquerque. 


Howard 
‘Rachel 


3rewer replaces 


izen to 


> 


~—— 


Fiction and Films 


By WOLFE KAUFMAN 
Stearns Is Back 

Harold Stearns was once called 
the ‘white hope cf American inte}]- 
lectuals.” He was once editor of the 
old Dial. He was on the old Dra. 
matic Mirror, catching shows, writ- 
ing about the theatre. He pub- 
lished several books, primarily ‘Lib- 
eralism in America,’ which brought 
forth a lot of comment and atten. 
tion. Then he went to Paris. Every- 
one in Paris who visited the Latin 
Quarter’s bars knew 





Stearns or 


knew about Stearns. For a time he 
was. Peter Pickem, handicapper of 
jthe Paris Chicago Tribune. For a 


while he corresponded for American 


|} papers. Most of the time he did 
| nothing. 

Now Stearns is back in America 
and has gone back energetically to 


writing. His newest is “The Street 
I Know’ (Furman; $2.75), and it is 


delightful reading. It is Stearns’ 
autobiography, and packs a lot of 
punch. Some of the show biz remin- 
iscences of the old days are splen- 
did, despite the fact that Searns is 
still a comparatively young man. 
There are some understatements, 
and a lot of omissions, which, had 


they been included, would have 
made it an outstanding tome. Even 
as is, however, it’s revealing. Be- 


yond the meat for thought it cen 
tains, it is an example of fine, flow- 
,ing language such as is seldom seen 
these days. 


Dangerous Ground 
| One of the 


James 


the outstanding of 
school of writers, 
|Gould Cozzen, hits the bell once 
|more with his newest novel, ‘Men 
land Brethren’ (Harcourt - Brace; 
| $2.50). It deals in an unusual way 
with an unusual subject, and there 
will be those who will be offended 
by it, but one thing is certain: it is 
impossible to doubt the sincerity 
and the clarity of the style and the 
telling. 

Story is of 
intelligent 
Everyone's 


newer 


the difficult time an 
preacher is having. 
troubles piled on 
him and he has to straighten every- 
one out. He narrowly escapes get- 
ting himself into a series of jams 
by preaching and practicing worldly 
cures for worldly ills, rather than 
sticking to strict orthodoxy. It’s a 
dangerouvs subject that could easily 
| have turned to pulp luridness, but 
jis so carefully and intelligently 
jhandled by Cozzens as to avoid 
janything of the sort. 

Not for films. 


Hatch Arrives 

Eric Hatch 
definitely climbing for some time. 
He is described by his publishers 
as the American Wodehouse, which 
hasn't been such a bad selling point. 
It can be dropped now. Hatch won't 
need it any more. His newest book, 
‘My Man Godfrey’ (Little-Brown; 
$2) is such a funny piece on its own 


ar 
are 





has been slowly but 


as to make his name a cinch for 
sales. 
It’s a constantly moving action 


yarn with loads of funny situations 
and fine dialog. Should make a very 
good film, too. 


—___ — 


Too Old 
‘The Far Princess,’ an old and 
little-known (in America) play by 
Edmonde Rostand, is now brought 


out in a new translation by John 
Heard (Bruce Humphries; $1.50). 

It is a bit difficult to understand 
the publication of this play at this 
time. It was written for Sarah 
Bernhardt, and performed by her. 
Undoubtedly, in those days, it was 
fine and beautiful and meaningful. 
Today, it is hardly likely to interest 
anyone in the U.S. 





Roch. Daily’s Newsreel 


Rochester, N. Y., Democrat & 
Chronicle has bought a motion pic- 
ture outfit including sound equip- 
ment to revive local newsreels °8 
promotion. Three years ago the 
newspaper tried it with hired 
equipment, dubbing in description 
and sound effects after the actual 
shooting. 

Roy Elliott, night city editor and 
news broadcaster, will be narrator 
for the new series, which will be 
furnished to the RKO Palace in 
Rochesier and all nabe houses. 





George Barker Dead 

Barker, 66, 
newspaper pub- 
Jan. 6 He re- 
Hills Citi- 





George Russell Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal., 
lisher, died there 
cently sold the Beverly 
Will Rogers, Jr. 
Deceased published paper at Sand 
Point. Idaho, for 18 years and dur- 
ing his residence there served @ 
term as Lieutenant-Governor of the 
State. His widow and a daughite! 
survive. Burial in Glendale, Ca! 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





What's Going On? 

Strange pic, ‘Sylvia Scarlett.’ Sets the hausfraus puzzling what’s going 
on here. But what of it? Katharine Hepburn, as irritating as interest- 
ing; Natalie Paley, good old Iris March. Only Dennie Moore, of the 
femmes in the cast, keeps her head midst the preciousness. Miss Moore 
is direct: she just wants a man, any man. 

And, though the wardrobe’s not important—for ‘Sylvia Scarlett’ is a 
‘quaint’ thing, all sensitive whimsy and such—it had to have two design- 
ers to dope it out. Muriel King to continue the established Hepburn 
silhouette—bulk across the shoulders, sleekness about the ribs and waist, 
full flaring skirt; Bernard Newman, to devise Miss Paley’s motoring 
costume—beige tweed suit, belted, patch-pocketed, bound in the black 
velvet that lines the casually swinging, matching three-quarters length 
cape. Miss Moore’s costumes not credited. What Miss Moore, a dame 
of simple instinct wears, doesn’t count. 

There’s a deal of impishness for Miss Hepburn to put over, which 
she doesn’t; a deal of grace, and delicacy, and a evascent charm, which 
she does. It’s a role with a lot of gamut in it, and two coiffures. One’s 
curly. 





So That’s What It Is 

Mr. Leonidoff himself explained, very patiently, that the wiggly painted 
set against which the ballet corps are wax flowers in this week’s show 
at the Music Hall, is really a Paisley shawl. Wax flowers are Victorian, 
Mr. Leonidoff said. Paisley shawls are Victorian, he said, nor was there 
‘any reproof in the way he said the two things, one right after the other. 

Well, then it’s a Paisley shawl that stretches the height and breadth 
of the Music Hall stage, ominous in its brownish coloring and the ten- 
tacles of its epic pattern. But it doesn’t scare the girls of the ballet 
corps out of their well learned routines, and they prance about, after 
they’ve scampered down the spiral stairway hidden in the flowery sculp- 
turet set piece, and others of them have torn themselves away from the 
Dresden china candlesticks that flank it, scamper about on a wave of 
applause that always bursts when anything on the Music Hall stage 
comes to life. 

As shepherdesses they cavort, the paniers of their skirts made of white 
net ruffles, the skirts themselves of white chiffon, yes, quite transparent. 
with pink silk roses appliqued on, and on their sleeves too, and on their 
sheperdess hats, the whole stage picture accurately stuffy, since stuffi- 
ness is Victorian, too. 

‘The Cake Walk,’ which is the Rockettes’ assignment for the week, 
is clear and bright, done with spirit before a set that’s either a swank 
modern apartment house or, more probably, an old southern manse. 
But first Hilda Eckler and partner, who is costumed with the Conti- 
nental touch in white pants, green tails and magenta-pink sleeves, do 
their own cake-walk fantasy, very artistic and cultured. Now the 
Rockettes, and they look very swell. Tlhwse of them who're supposed 
to be boys wear black tights, those permitted to stay girls, long, sheer, 
black silk stockings, not, when they get going, too long. 


Jean Grows Up 

Something happened to Jean Parker in London and ‘The Ghost Goes 
West,’ something some of the folks in this country figured had better 
happen pretty darn soon if they were going to have to see her again. 
Either she was going to grow up, and in so doing, kick out some of that 
soft sweetness of hers, or else. But she did, and now that she’s come 
home in ‘The Ghost Goes West,’ they’re going to take her back, even 
gladly. 

She grew up so nicely, indeed, that when she makes her entrance in 
the picture, the musical score plays jazz and it’s not at all incongruous. 
Also, she seems to play a pretty good game of ping pong on the ship, 
looks good in her white shorts and dark blouse doing it, so that when 
later, she’s all in white net ruffles, flowers in her hair, and moonbeams, 
as of yore, well, she’s earned it. Gentle, yes, and docile still, but now 
somehow it fits, 

The picture’s own wistful charm is a match for Miss Parker's; it lends 
her some humor from its own vast store, and so Miss Parker’s goodness 
and virtue is kept in its place. 





She’s Back 

It is sweet te meet again, after these long, sensible years, the screen 
heroine who is half panther, half domestic little kitten, talks in an exotic 
accent and says ‘me’ when she should say ‘!’. Until Lupe Velez turned 
up this very week in ‘The Morals of Marcus,’ there hasn't been a good 
one around since Mary Pickford was adorable in ‘Kiki,’ 

Miss Velez is like a hunk of lavender and old lace, catapulting about, 
scratching herself, cuddling, ogling, pouting, snuggling. Her pride in her 
bosom, her conscientious care that it be photographed from all possible 
overhead angles, the international decolletage of her costume—of the 
same sweeping precariousness whether she be waif in Syrian harem or 
schoolgirl in London’s Mayfair, is as dulcet in mood and period as 
Willie Howard’s lovely quartet from ‘Rigoletto.’ While the rest of the 
world has been changing, restlessly probing for new techniques for allure. 
Miss Velez has remained steadfast; to her own self she’s been true. So 
Lupe’s an old fashioned girl today, and her work has the old school 
charm, 

It is interesting to note in ‘The Morals of Marcus’ that sure enough, 
the ladies in eastern harems dress like acrobatic dancers in floor shows. 
They wear snug little trunks under their filmsy harem trousers, Since 
Miss Velez has a penchant for standing before rvaring fireplaces in her 
night elothes, she wears trunks with her nightgowns as well. 

‘The Morals of Marcus’ has Adrianne Allen, too, who is a villainess 
in the story though the cruel photography and haphazard clothes she’s 
submitted to can’t make her look it. Her voice is much too kind and 
good, her manner much too unquenchably sympathetic, 





A New Screamer 

If Frances Drake doesn't watch out she’s going to be the new Fay 
Wray of the horror pictures. She’s got invaluable equipment for the 
task: eyes large and wide and good at staring, a fine scream, a voice 
that slides down to.the dull tones of despajr with ease, a graceful way 
of seizing a black velvet mantle and after flinging it about her brave 
shoulders, stalking out into stormy nights, and a nice, trim look in 
African jungles. In fact, Miss Drake is simply magnificent in jungles 
Take her in the jungle that goes with ‘The Invisibie Ray.’ 

There, it’s plain from the listless way Miss Drake fans herself, it’s 
very hot. Miss Drake doesn’t like it at all; she’s miserable. So her face 
Shines with perspiration, which shine is very becoming and very chic— 
the new ‘moist make-up’—and meanwhile her long bob remains fluffy, 
her white culotte skirt and short sleeved blouse stays fresh and her 
disposition even. All that happens to Miss Drake in horror picture 
jungles, therefore, is a flattering shine. That makes her ideal. 

3eulah Bondi, in ‘The Invisible Ray’ too, is another ideal horror pic- 
ture character, the one who doesn’t believe it, who says tush-tush, who 
looks a little bit odd yet essentially dignified. Miss Bondi can handle the 
the works. Indeed, she’s a whiz at the odd yet dignified test, for she’s a 
big game hunter in ‘The Invisible Ray,’ prowls about in shorts and sun 
helmet and carries a rifle, and even so, looks like if she and a tiger eve: 
met, the tiger would be the first to run. 

Violet Kemble Cooper, the spectral one, the one of the fateful voice, 1s 
okay too. So sincere about her work, in fact, she’s willing to hide 
own fresh blondeness behind the bloodless make-up and ashen pallor 
of an enigmatic old matriarch, who's blind to boot. 
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Did “ou Know That— 


Bugs Baer had a nice 55th 
birthday party the other night 
...Major Bowes was there and 
the Eddie Sullivans, Benny 
Rubin, Nancy Carroll, Tyler 
Brooke, Ronnie Simon, Marvin 
Schenck and Heywood 
Brour...Jack Dempsey sent a 
wedding cake (that reached the 
ceiling) to Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Warner...Dennie Moore flew 
in from the Coast for her first 
broadcast the other night... 
six couples, including the Herb 
Harris, will spend two weeks at 
Gilman, Vt., skiing...that was 
George Givot with Alice White 
at Reubens...Sheila Barrett 
gave a cocktail party at the 
Rainbow Room...Mrs. Earl 
Hammons has a gorgeous new 


diamond watch...that was a 
striking red velvet wrap, 
trimmed in silver fox, that 


Tallulah Bankhead wore, at 
’Pride And Prejudice’...Ted 
Trevor’s back in town...Judith 
Wood, lunching with Louis 
Shurr at Sardi’s wore a lovely 
black caracul coat...George 
Kaufman was there, too, and 
Osgood Perkins, Benny Fried- 





man, Sydney Philips, Joseph 
Schildkraut, Sammy Shipman 
and Bernie Sobol...Paul 
Whiteman has taken to horse- 
back riding in the park...Eva 
Sully is collecting gadgets for 
her bracelet...So’s Regina 


Crewe...Jerry and Bill Morris 
held a wedding reception the 
other night for sister Ruth... 
the Jimmy Walkers were at the 
Garden tennis matches...Billy 
Gaxton’s due back in town next 
week after ‘Anything Goes’ 
folds...Gloria Vanderbilt has 
cut off that beautiful knot of 
hair and now has little curls, 
like everybody. else...Coast 
Mayfair demands that _ all 
women be in white at its next 
affair (Jan. 25) at Victor 
Hugo’s, and how the girls are 
scurrying around. 








| farms. 


goes for 








Studio Placements 


(Continued from page 15) 





Doran, ‘Bridge of Sighs,’ Chester- 
field. 
Dorrel and Stuart McGowan, 


screen play, ‘Singing Cowboy,’ Re- 
public, 

Ann Rutherford, Lane Chandler, 
Charles King, Jack Rockwell, ‘G 
Men of the Nineties,’ Republic. 

Clarence Muse, ‘Showboat,’ U. 

Ralph Morgan, ‘Matron’s Report,’ 
20th-Fox. 

Cc. Henry Gordon, 
Flags,’ 20th-Fox. 

Sherman Rogers, adapting 
ting on the Moon,’ Republic. 

Stanley Marner, Lorraine Bridges, 
‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ Metro. 

Fred Waliton, Bela Lugosi, ‘House 
of a Thousand Candies,’ Republic. 

Ann Doran, ‘The Show Goes On,’ 
Lesser, 

Donald Meek, Paul Irving, Mariska 
Aldrich, Ariane Borg, Lucille Ward, 
Angie Norton, Emily Cabanne, ‘One 
Rainy Afternoon,’ Pic-Lasky. 

Lucille Lund, Priscilla Lawson, 
Harry C. Bradley, ‘Don’t Get Per- 
sonal,’ Radio, 

Baby Joan, ‘Sutter’s Gold,’ U. 

Doris Lloyd, ‘Too Many Parents,’ 
Par. 

Richard Carle, 
3reakfast,’ U. 

Fredric March, 
‘Wooden Crosses,’ 

Louis Hayward, 
verse,’ WB. 


‘Under Two 


‘Sit- 


‘Love Before 
Warner Baxter, 
20th-Fox. 

‘Anthony Ad- 


Harry Harvey, ‘The Moon Is Our} Everest 
jE st, 


Home,’ Wanger. 
Stuart Holmes, 
Aristocrat,’ WB. 
Horace Murphy, Rafael 
‘Farmer in the Dell,’ Radio. 
Vivienne Osborne, Grant Withers, 
Inez Courney, Irene Ware, Richard 
Carle, Spencer Charter, Clay Clem- 
ent, ‘The Show Goes On,’ Lesser. 
Robert Kent, ‘The Country Be- 
yond,’ 20th-Fex. 


$1,000,000 for Kids 


——___. 


‘Murder by an 


Cario, 





(Continued from page 1) 
voting interest in his corporations 
and continue as manager. 

Cooper said he plans to turn over 
to the foundation his interests in 





} 


j} nett shade. 


| 
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Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
House of Morgan—Night Club 








Perfect for Soph 
House of Morgan might have been built to order for Sophie Tucker. 


It is just the right capacity for her. 
on her feet for a long time. 


A Tuesday night crowd kept Soph 


Most informal was her dress of a heavy silver lame, made in coat 


fashion with a belt. 


blonde hair. 





Four glass buttons match a velvet scarf of dubon- 
Intricate is a fold of silver and velvet wound around Soph’s 
Two huge diamond clips hold the scarf in place, 


Miss Swarthout Impresses 
Gladys Swarthout comes to the screen unfortunately jin a film version 


of ‘Rose of the Rancho,’ an 


outdated story. 


Miss Swarthout, looking 


| like Gloria Vanderbilt, before she parted with her familiar headdress, is 


|a real find for pictures. 


A real story should be found for this charming 


|} young woman to offset the bad impression of ‘Rancho.’ 
Costuming of the picture of Spanish origin is flattering to most any- 








the Lincoln Theatre Corp., the J. H. | 


Cooper Enterprises of Colorado, Cri- 


| ferred 


terion Theatre Corp. and the Regal | 


Theatres, both of Oklahoma. 


|ferred, or 


In addition, Cooper will build two | 


new theatres, one at Bar‘lesville, 
Okla., the other at Ardmore, Okla., 


j}and all profits from these theatres 


turned to the children's 
He is at present building a 
theatre in Oklahoma City, making 
10 he operates here, and the same 
the new house as well as 


will be 


the others, 


Cooper, independently wealthy, 


|owns all of the 


There is an even division of the 
|\KAO Board between RKO and the 
'Meehan interests, with Herbert 


|tral boss of the KAO operating set- 
hun. 


one, and particularly to Miss Swarthout. 
high comb and lace mantillas are lovely. 


The full ruffled skirts with the 
Disguised as a boy in black 


veivet bandit outfit, her slim figure is one of the new star's assets, 


Another Redhead 


‘Riffraff’?’ at the Capitol reveals a 
platinum locks. 
It’s a wig Miss Harlow 
detect it. 


new Jean Harlow. Gone are the 


She is Hattie, redhead, a daughter of the waterfront. 
is wearing, 


but it would take an expert to 


Clothes as a rule don’t go with waterfront pictures, but Miss Harlow 


manages to 
frilled 


wear a few regulars. 
around the neckline, 


Merkel wears a print chiffon. 


forming a _ bolero. 
checks and a cheap assortment of coats and caps. 
inexpensively dressed, suiting the slum atmosphere. 


One white satin frocks is 
prints and 
Una Merkel is also 


In a dancehall Miss 


evening 
There are 


No Records 


The State won't hang up any records this week. 
tough following those two past wee 


Sullivan shows. 
with Emil Boreo headlining. 

Yacopis Troupe 
white and gold and red capes lined 


starts proceedings with 


It must be pretty 


ks, the Harry Richman and Eddie 


Nevertheless the bill this week is by no means bad, 


the 
in yellow. 


men 
The 


as bullfighters in 
one woman of the 


troupe wears white satin pajamas embroidered in grape design of red. 
Three X sisters, a redhead, a blonde and a brunet, dress exactly alike. 
Dresses are of white crepe with tops of brilliants. 
Blanche Calloway leads her grey coustumed band in a green and red 


print. 


The dress, cut V both front and back, has a sash of cloudy blue. 





Rialto’s Chiller 


The new Rialto theatre on 42nd 
according to the crowds trying to 


street should prove a gold mine, 
get in last Saturday (11). But it 


will have to show better pictures than ‘The Case of Dr. Crespi’ with 


Eric VonStroheim. A harrowing tale of burying a man alive. 
Russell, a newcomer, doesn’t impress here. 


Harriet 
As the wife of the buried 


man she shows but two costumes, one a coat dress trimmed with mink 


with small hat and a mourning outfit. 


nurse costume and is also seen in a 


Geraldine Kay looks well in 
simple cloth frock, 


Lupe’s British Film 
At the Globe theatre Lupe Velez is starring in an English picture 


called ‘The Morals of Marcus’, 


Miss Velez is discovered aboard ship 


in satin pajamas and then in a series of well made frocks, the most 
prominent being an evening gown of a combination of black and white 


satin. 


Adrienne Allen looks well in a caped frock with wide fur bandings. 





came to this country from Poland as 
a boy and went through Ellis Island 
with the equivalent of 10c. in his 
pocket. He now lives in New York. 
A widower, he has a five-year-old 
son, 

Cooper has turned over to E. N. 
Van Horne, Lincoln banker, $100,000 
as an initial grant for the founda- 
tion. Van Horne is named treasurer. 
Cooper will be president of the 
foundation, with Sam Waugh of 
Lincoln as secretary. 

Trustees are S. R. Kent, president 
of 20th Century-Fox; A. C. Keough, 
general legal counsel of Paramount 
Pictures; Charles Stuart, J. C. Sea- 





and J. E. Miller. Edgar S. | 
Vaught, federal judge for the west- | 
ern district of Oklahoma, and J. H. | 
prominent Oklahoma City | 
attorney and Cooper's legal counsel, 
will be asked to serve as trustees. 


crest 


Cooper has bought a 640-acre | 


tract on the Connecticut-New York | 
state line, an estate originally de- | 
veloped by J. C. Morgan, on which | 
is a large English style mansion, | 
and this is expected to serve as the | 
first of the farms for the ‘deserving | 
destitute youngsters.’ Cooper will 
pi-k children from the curbstones | 
on which he used to sit when he| 
first came to New York from Europe. 








Spitz-RKO 





(Continued from page 5) 


Meehan owns most of the KAO pre- 
around 40%, and RKO 
owns around 3344%. RKO, however, 
KAO common, 


shares is in public mente 
| 


3Zayard Swope, chairman and neu- 


Swope is understood to hold a 
which runs until 
ber, next. } 


For the present Spitz is not a | 


contract Septem- 


member of the KAO board, nor does 
he hold any executive title in KAO, 


The entire RKO circuit of directly 
owned and affiliated houses numbers 
around 100. 

KAO situation, however, is one 
which could be.ironed out following 
RKO’s own reorganization, as it is 
a matter mostly between Meehan 
and RKO. RKO’s directly controlled 
theatre operating subsidiary is 
Stadium theatres which is estimated 
to have control of around 25 of the 
RKO affiliated houses, 


_ 





Hollywood, Jan. 14, 
After digesting RKO matters here 


|for two weeks with Sam Briskin, 
new production head, Leo Spitz, 
company prez, was scheduled to 


quit the Coast by tonight (Tues.) 
for New York, where company re- 
organization plans will be taken up. 
Spitz will return here around 
Feb 10. 

John Hertz (Lehman Bros.) and 
Floyd Odlum (Atlas), both inter- 
ested in RKO financing, talked with 
Spitz while here, but studio reor- 
ganization was not discussed. Od- 
lum spent last week-end at San 
Francisca, but never went near the 
RKO lot while here. 

3riskin, after a week's conferences 
with Radio execs, okayed the 
production of five features imme- 
diately. First to get under way will 


has 


be ‘Puzzle of the Briar Pipe.’ Oth- 
ers include ‘Fugitive Gold,’ with 
tichard Dix. Louis King will di- 


rect from the screen play by Tom 
Lennon, Louis Stevens and Ferdi- 
nand Reyher. Starting date of Feb. 
15 set for Katharine Hepburn’s 
‘Mary of Scotland.’ Dudley Nichols 


i scripted from the Maxwell Anderson 


play. John Ford will direct. 
Fourth okay went to ‘Witness 
Chair’ for Ann Harding with the 


star postponing her European trip 


lto get the picture out of the way. 


‘One for Two,’ by James Edward 
Grant, winds up the quintet sched- 
uled for production. 


ay 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news ttems as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of Neu York, Chicago, San 
Francisco Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for these 
1wws items; each has teen rewritien from a daily paper. 


cents for the words, and a dime with 
the music. 

Alfred Ingalls puttin, into re- 
hearsal ‘Odessey,’ drama of boy 
tramps. 

Congress agitation for an inves- 
tigation of the Federal Communica- 
tion Commission. Claims it cannot 
get adequate information with mere 


2 











, of the RCA photophone and Fox at- 


East 


tempts. Wide screens are now up 
/in Fox projection rooms. 
Ninon Bunyea, actress, free in 


the assault charge made against her 


to |} 
| of third cy ha assault preferred by 


Edgar Bergen, ventriloquist, 


‘engthe » ‘Follies,’ joined in| 
ee ee Vv aase | (Miss) Paddy Reynoids. Trouble 
‘Broadcasts from the Metropoli-|@rose last October over right to 
Oe castS I 5 p\ ~. a ae ‘ » 
tan marred by static Engineers | OCCUPY Far — estate of 
‘harles Wer e all, 
unable to locate the source. Charles , . . ant f 
FE al valuation of the estate of Richard Bennett out of cast oO 
th ‘tata Hi rry B. Smith ‘cs ‘more| Winterset’ due to trouble recurring 
» i y >» eorriital is “ie . . 2 : : x y 
fhas $10,000." His widow to re-/| from his fall from a horse in Eng- 
aliens th " bulk of the estate land last year. Hopes to be back 
c ec 2% 3 - < . . 
s : . fain soon 
Marjorie Morrell, former stage | “5 wuwere , 
Be a ale a a . seh jan 8 Had! Municipal theatre in the Home} 
ae cer, ; = ‘ * a Te : ‘ ° . > ° Talfara sie ! 
been a nite club hostess since the| 4° Dependents on Welfare Island 
burlesc troupe she was with opened Jan. 9. Show piped by p. a. 
hance 5 there four eare seo Her | System to other institutions on the 
weniet bard  » mee ed okie | SOM 
family living in Philadelphia, : : 
as € rers arne 
stated they had not heard from her | Bronx theatre managers warn a 
in three years ; against further bank nights. 
. . aed + > € ‘ ; + ’ 
Henry Hollander, who is suing} . = a a ag op ee, snd 
Conrad Thibault for commissions | aha Pgs sini pus marc 
alleged to be due, asked for a bil]| W{tMout Gisc . 


| Doug Fairbanks ducked out of a 
B’way nitery Thursday night when 
the orch leader at Connie's Inn an- 


of particulars in the singer’s reply 
in the Supreme Court Jan. 8 Wants 
$7,000. 


Lambs club asking the U.S. Sy-| nounced that the next number was 
preme Court for a ruling as to its| dedicated to him ‘and Lady Ashley,’ 
status in the eyes of the Internal! She’s in Europe. : 
Revenue. Claims it is not a social Ruth Draper, who first said she 
or sporting club within the mean- wouldn't announces a Sunday even- | 
ing of the income tax provisions. It; ing series in N. Y. starting next 
loses $101,121 if the decision is ad-| Sunday (19). 
verse Jockey Club agitating for a 172- 

Pearl Buck asks permission to| day racing season in the Metropoli- 
close the road leading to her home| tan district. That would add an 
in Doylestown, Pa Says visitors| extra six days 
give her no privacy for her work. Eddie Dowling fined $1 Friday for 

Herbert Kline, editor of the New| overtime parking. Ae 
Theatre magazine, slugged at pre- Kathryn Carver, Adolph Menjou’s 


Wednesday.| ex, and Paul V. Hall, broker, found 
lauded in-|a substitute for Harmon in Armonk, 
in front! N. Y. Got married there at 2 a.m. 


miere of ‘Midwest’ 
Hissed the scenes which 
centives to violence. Man 


(12). 
Phillips dropped from list of 


with Elmer Rice, agrees to loan the} 
WPA 


chapel Sunday 
a, a 


of him bashed him in the face and! Friday (10). 
a carum blow hit John W. Gassner,| Nice (France) exhibitors, to pro- 
his companion. Much speechmak-| test taxation, close all picture the- 
ing, but no further hostilities, atres. Claim they pay 10 times 
John Ringling divorce case up in| more than other businesses. 
Bradentown, Fla. Mrs. Ringling | Nathan Goldberg, composer of 
makes general denial and hints her|‘My Little Town, Belz,’ Yiddish 
husband was too friendly with his} operetta, now acting in the cast. 
nurse. That makes it unanimous, his co- 
Joseph Bentonelli added to Metrop | producers, Jacob Jacobs and Louis 
overnight. Richard Crooks too ill} Birnbaum already set in the show. 
and had to be replaced. Bentonelli| Zoe Akins, playwright, ill at her 
pinch hitted and was given a con- |home with bronchitis. Her condi- 
tract for the remainder of the sea- tion said to be improving. 
son. Sing Sirig convicts saw ‘Three 
szabor Stage, Inc. in a huddle} Men on a ‘Horse’ in the prison 
i 


Princess theatre for shows | 


when the house is not needed for) skit authors on ‘Follies’ program, 
its own productions. Buddie Wade, chorus girl, died in 
Olive Fremstadt seeking to dis-| Boston Jan. 12 of burns, sustained 
pose of her operatic costumes, but! when her costume caught fire in the 
wants to keep the set intact. Bids| wings of the old Howard theatre. 
are for individual costumes. Mu- Due to blown fuse. 
seums, opera stars, schools and| WPA and Musicians local 802 
opera societies among those inter-! again in a jam over wage questions 
ested. | and threatening strike. Agreement 


Tullio Carminatti going to Lon-|of Dec. 4 in the discard. 


don to keep a date with British & George S. Kaufman and Edna 
Dominions films. | Ferber collabbing on a play, but it 
George K. Spohr hot again over! won't be ready until fall. Kaufman's 


Hollywood chores cut in. 

‘Music Goes Round’ revives police 
attempts to ban bootlegging sheet 
peddlers. Is being hawked at two 


his three-dimensional film and an- 
nounces he will start filming N.Y. 
stage productions as tryout. Film 
necessitates wide screen. Was basis| 











New York Theatres 
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requests, 

Radio engineers beat the static in 
the broadcast from the Metropolitan 
last Saturday. Still trying to trace 
source, but no trouble for ‘Gotter- 
|; damerung.’ 

Stokowski scolds his Saturday 
audience in Phila, Claimed they ap- 
plauded in the wrong places, spoil- 
ing the enjoyment of the more 
critical. Audience seemed to like it. 

All speed records for transconti- 
nental flying shattered yesterday 

(Tuesday) by Howard Hughes, pic- 
ture producer, when he landed at 
Newark Airport 9 hours, 27 mins. 
|and 10 seconds after he had take 
off f:0m Burbank, Cal. 

Paul Robeson left for an English 
tour last week. Said he hoped it 
would be his last. Prefers the stage 
to the concert platform. 

WEAF of the NBC chain, gave 
organ grinders a chance to launch a 
plea Monday afternoon. They are 
prevented from. playing in the city 
streets by aldermanic ukase. 

Carmella Ponselle plans to do an 
original American opera on her con- 
cert tour following the Met season. 
|Instead of merely operatic selections. 
Tommy Manvilles off again. This 
| 








time former Marcella Edwards 
heads for Reno. 

Boih NBC and CBS 
at the Crossroads,’ 
propaganda script. 
sold until after 
over. 

Fire in the Times Sq. sector killed 
| two Tuesday morning (14). Along- 
| side Martin Beck theatre, but latter 
| undamaged. 

Supreme court outs ‘Mulatto’ suit. 
Counsel for producers revealed suit 
allegedly brought by 


= 9 an #7 #1 on4 
TLiA Luivet ty 
No time to 


nominations are 


Jones and Marjones Production. 

Brooklyn court arraigns 10 mem- 
bers of staffs of four theatres for 
admitting unaccompanied minors. 
Three were sent to special sessions. 
Others paroled for further hearings. 

Maxim Lieber play 
now under the direction of Sally 
Tanenbaum, formerly with the play- 
reading department of the Theatre 
Guild and M-G-M. 

William C. DeMille to stage ‘Hal- 
loween’ for B’way. Has been re- 
written for the ninth time by its 
author, Henry Myers. 

Arthur Hopkins picks up, ‘House 
On Fire’ just handed back to Robert 
Ardery by George Abbott. 

First 12 rows in orch 
theatre upped to $3.85. 
$3.30. 


of Cort 
Rest stays 
Spot has ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 


Paris Theatre managers voted at 
a meeting Monday (14) to close 
down as protest against taxation. 


Date not set. 

N. Y. State censors report 1,749 
films viewed in fiscal year ending 
June 30, ’35. Killed 12 films in toto 
but three were later passed as re- 
vised. Net income was $177,415.80. 
So as compared with $179,760.79 the 
previous year. 


Coast 


Mother of Merna Kennedy, screen 





actress, sued for divorce in L.A. 
by Peter C, Burnett of Beverly 
Hills. 


Suit for $51,500 damages filed in 

















| pany’s 





tepublican | 
be | 


Southerners | 
was a test case planned by Martin | 


department | 
ithan any 














A Reason 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 
Jack Koehle, of nearby Pon 


tiac, is seeking a divorce from 
his wife, Pauline, on the 
grounds that she admitted 


marrying him last Oct. 29 only 
because she was too young to 
be admitted to beer gardens 
unless accompanied by a hus- 
band, 











tenaldo, who spent two years in} 
McNeil Island federa! prison for 
violation of immigration laws and| 


whose deportation has been set for 


late this month, 

Beverly Hills court imposed fine 
of $200 on Patsy Bellamy, screen 
dancer, for drunk driving. 


Productions 
for review on in- 
come tax lien when the govern- 
ment decided to accept the com- 
compromise offer of $17,300. 
Appellate court granted ap- 
peal to Gloria Graves, ‘buried- 
alive girl,’ convicted on charges of 
violating city’s exhibition ordinance. 
She will not have to spend 10 days 
in jail as ordered by lower court. 

Mary Pickford’s divorce became 
final Jan. 10. 

Divorce granted Geneva Sawyer, 
film actress, from James J. Wallick, 


William C. DeMille 


withdrew appeal 


L. A. 


Ja., real estate man, in L. A. 

Santa Monica court slapped fine 
of $150 on Mrs. Alan Dwan, wife of 
director, for drunk driving, 


Historical Pix 


(Continued from page 1) 
Melies, 
the 


which uses acrobats from 
Folies Bergere (Paris) of that 
year, and dancers from the Theatre 
du Chatelet (Paris), with imagina- 
effects created in much the 
same fashion as cooked up for Sun- 
day supplement thrillers. Second is 
‘Queen Elizabeth’ (1911), with Sarah 
Bernhardt using her own com- 
pany, and filmed in strict legit style, 
but somewhat more subtle in acting 
the preceding releases. 
of Mary, Queen oft 
produced by the Edi- 
son company, and directed by Wil- 
liam Heiss, was the first to be 
shown, more of a peep show than 
anything else, employing a magi- 
cian’s black velvet box for the ac- 
tual head-chopping bit. Runs only 
two minut ‘Wash Day Troubles’ 
(1895), directed by Edmund Kuhn, 
is the first included in the survey 
to make use of a slapstick gag, this 
time when a youngster knocks over 
a wash-tub full of water and 
clothes, It, too, runs only a brief 
spell. Mrs. Edmund Kuhn is listed 
in the short cast. 

‘Trip to the Moon’ uses elose- 
ups, trick fadeouts, and a certain 
touch of fantastic comedy for the 
first time.~Also a series of tableaux 
vivants, then popular in stage re- 
vues, were injected into the weird 
tale, to heighten scenes. Moon fig- 
ures are knocked off the screen by 
the central character (played by 
Melies himself), disapearing in a 
smoke cloud. Imagination is inter- 
esting, and follows a central thread. 
Backdrops are in illusionary design 
and are not too foreign to those 


tive 


of 
‘Execution 
Scots’ (1894), 


es. 


—— 


Strippers Will Peel 
For Frisco Jury and 
SRO Court Expected 


San Francisco, Jan. 14, 

Twelve reserved seats in the jury 
box, special places for court ate | 
taches and Judge Twain Michelson 
acting as m.c., with a mad scramble 
for the remaining seats—that will 
be the setup in Municipal Court 
| here Jan. 23 when Jean Dupree and ] 
'Grace Carlos put on their strip- 
| tease act to prove there's art in their 
| stage efforts. 

Together with Jack Little 
Harry Tenenberg, comedians, 
Robt, Straehle, manager, the 
pers pleaded ‘not guilty’ 





and 
and 
strip- 


to charges 
of conducting a lewd and indecent 


|}show at the Liberty theatre in the 
| ° 

Italian quarter and demanded a 
| trial by jury. According to arrest- 


ing officers, the Misses Dupree and 
Carlos climaxed their 
ing in the nude. 


COAST BURLY TROUPE 
SUES GERARD FOR PAY 


turn by danc- 





ey Anmeles, Jan. 14. 
Claiming cast of Barney Gerard's 
‘Follies of the Bay.’ flopna at Hol- 


was not given 
June De Pere, 


lywood Playhouse, 
week's closing notice, 


acting as assignee for 13 others 
in burly troupe, has filed suit here 
to obtain $403 allegedly due for sal- 





aries, 
Suit alleged players were hired at 





| $30 weekly and that pact called for 
| week’s notice in writing, or one 
| week's pay. Those seeking pay are 
| Bonnie Lind, Sunny Evans, Irma 
| Wilkins, Dorothy Gatza, Kathey 
| Allen, Walter Moss, Dickie Thomp- 
| Son, Lucille Griffith, Eileen Wheel- 
jer, Joan Andrews, Jane Whitney, 
| Anne Howe and James W. Granger. 
| 

! 


Doris Dudley Asks 
Annulment; Wed at 14 


daughter of Bide 
applied to Referee Tierney 
in the Supreme Court, New York 
County, yesterday (Tuesday) for an 
annulment of her marriage to Theo- 
dore Korrus, musician, of Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. She based her action on the 
plea that she was only 14 when she 
married him in June, 1932. 

Miss Dudley told the referee that 
she was fully capable of taking care 
of herself and her two-year-old son, 
having recently obtained a five-year 
contract from RKO pictures, 


MARRIAGES 


Kyle Palmer to Betty Jane Bon- 
covieri, in Reno, Jan, 11. Groom is 
in the Will Hays office in Holly- 
wood; bride non-pro. 

Helen Hurst, of Yonkers, N. Y.,, 
to Fred J. Schaefer, in New York, 
Dec. 27. Groom is manager of the 
Broadway theatre, Newburgh, N. Y. 

J. L. Warner to Ann Page Alva- 


Doris Dudley, 
Dudley, 

















PARAMOUNT. auARm L ste sTRcET L.A. by Mrs. Helen Mindien against) used in blood-curdlers of present |raqo, Jan. 10, at Armonk, N. Y. For- 
SQUARE &@ excADway Leo Birinski, screen writer, whom day. End of the film is missing , + eM heey ee 
Mrs. Mindlen alleges stole scripts It me: 1 ti te . out the tr mer is production head of Warner 
JOHN BOLES 0 —Vaudeville— from her while she was his secre-|‘t WS lost In storage, bu re S | Brothers. 
GLADYS SWARTHOUT Ry eee Calloway Orch. tary. enough shown to hold interest okay. Gladys DuBois, songwriter, to 
“Ro e f the Rancho” Gi = re Emile Boreo | More than $3,500,000 has been | This was the first ambitious trick- Robert Armstrong, film actor, Jan 
-On Screen-— bg *, " re : kas | ae : ‘ ‘ ‘ s S, ns , van, 
Se 0 Ww MIRIAM HOP&INS lt ga a gy Pay Berend a pment ain Robbery’ (1903), {2% 12 Yuma, Ariz. Third try for 
one eee on ___ in “SPLENDOR” a: Coll Rn. greene ati = “ ois a ‘ gos. ry. hag |8toom, second for bride. 
iLEN GRAY an i ree . now a classic in film history, has oi A ie _ 
CASA LOMA ORCHESTRA , “ ma tthe Ori. Jam. 17 ” San Diego Sun, Scripps-Howard rn. a eB Lewis Stearns to Eulalie Beaudry 
A LOM: Ss TALE OF TWO CITIES : : : been viewed by various groups be-|;, po. Is Gr ; 
= evening sheet, now publishing Sun- a in oston, Jan. 10. Groom is an- 
- Samael H eS day. Sore; St: wae produces by the Edi-| nouncer for the Yankee Network. 
Hollywood police captured Doan| Son company, directed by Edwin S. Phyllis Cooper to Niven Busch, 
Brooks, film extra, in possession of; Porter, with George Barnes, Bronco] coreen writer. Jan. 8 in Beverly 
1s rm large quantity of opium. Billy (George M.) Anderson, A. C. Hills ‘ 
Federal taxes in California for i “f furri a hae 
86" ST. or St | ee 1935 exceeded $150,000,000, third of| qe Norn’ ana GM. wadenan® | Roses Bissinger to Charlie Dam- 
AT LEXINGTON OM BROADWAY . ss ” b , ’ , the listed, “and G. M. Anderson, : 1 WLW. Cinct Li 
Jan. 15-16 Jan. 15-16 in “RIFFRAFF which is represented in income (Broncho Billy) .as an extra. It eron, tenor on ,W, Cincinnati, in 
‘ : ‘ : —“AT Cc cs” ‘ 5 ‘ ace, ~- Cincy, Jan. 8 
FRANK BUCK’S oltanes vem oo been be ~— +, | fits in snugly with this collection si kin 
“FANG AND PROMISE” ; wae Inquest into death of Aleta Freile, ‘ ’ ; x . sich 
| CLAW" ee. and . Comets rarer po Ss actress-wife of Ross Alexander, Much of it is crude, though situa- 
‘nid'oar | HAMS brought verdict of suicide. tions do pile up on each other in Independent Burlesque 
with James Dunn with Edmund Lowe pea eo hd seer: or ssa Clothing valued at $700 stolen| regulation order. 
Also MAJOR. Also MAJOR | from Dick Hyland, sports writer! ‘faust’ (1905) produced by 
Cale Amateurs” | ‘Mow Amateore th Av.& 50th St.) “Invisibl _— former fog reed go star.| Pathe, employs color in the dra- Week of in 19 
nvisipie Son of Will Rogers hire atricla,| matic entrances and exits of Me- ‘China Dolls’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
EEE ” daughter of Billie Burke, as col- eee ee nee Part of this filig| ‘Dainty, Dolls—Troc,  Philadelphi 
Ray umnist on his Beverly Hills news-|Ph'sto character, Part of this film) Novelties of 1936’—Republic, N. Y. ¢, 
RADIO car. tele KARLOFF & LUGOSI | paper. is also absent. Visions, to show ‘Merry Maidens’— Werba’s. Brooklyn. 
seth ar hey il fie oie On promise to cease writing; what the characters were thinking, MS rapa ee. ectee ove ee il 
MUSIC HALL pipinlnsrgapaty | 25: 35° Featuring “Masie Goes | a nga eg to Katherine | make their first appearance in this ‘Modes & Models’'—Howard. Boston. 
te 2 te? "Round i A y | DeMille, Arthur Se warzmann, aC- | one, ‘Garden of Girls'—Empire, Newark. 
KATHARINE HEPBURN : ~ = vrcrbosontnes tor, released by Hollywood police. | Sarah’s Prop Fall ‘Dimpled Darlings'—Gayety, Washing- 
Suit for divorce filed in L.A, by! . Kd ; rag mt es Statin: aiedhiieank” Gin babe 
“SYLVIA SCARLETT” | FETUS BIGEA | Micnik. uetarateh ‘act M|_ ‘queen wzapeur sit, avoted |r Her stares ators a. 
T R A N Peers (contested by Arthur McLaglen,| by Louis, Mercanton, and acquired | (22}; Majestic, Williamsport, Pa. (23); 
ve | , . or 
ON THE STAGE: “JTAMBOREE.” } ord Week oh brother of \ ictor. : : by Adolph Zukor on his first Orpheum, Reading, Pa (24-25) 
Leonidoff’s colorful - +g — in JF) - <a pala , pom L.A, police open drive against | rental venture, looks like a holi- 
four scenes ... Symphony Orchesira. | oe re ene halls operating without li- day for the Divine Sarah. Leads |on a pile of pillows, neatly arranged 
SS CAPTAIN BLOOD " Aati-game ordinance in .New-}4re introduced singly before the | beforehand, 
pane. Re | etary eaeeen, , he Next series is scheduled for Feb. 
ROBERT DONAT Geg. Sat. Morn., 9:30 a. m.—James Cag- | port Beach repealed. City council, ve Bed — ee. Priore meee ren - cg “a "ae 1914 
ney and Pat O’Brien in “Ceiling Zero” | however, reserved right to restrict) actress comes forward for a curtain|4, and covers years from 1912-1914. 
“The Ghost Goes West” | tango and other games to certain! bow by herself. Acting is heavy and|Such pictures as ‘New York Hat’ 
with JEAN PARKER Freddy Martin orchestra slated districts. } | stilted, though Lou Tellegen’s re- |} (Biograph) to ‘A Fool There Was 
EPCENE PACCRTTE to invade the north side Andrew | | <n ap egy ae climaxed la- | straint and nonchalant gestures are| (Fox) are to be shown then..Me- 4 
at he Karzas Aragon ballroom, Chicago, | 20% trouble when Club New Yorker,/ }.ominent. Subtitles are used to|thodical filing of films under one 
v : ’ | Hollywood night spot, closed. Po-! , "a va 7 A 
49th St following the current Anson Weeks lice made no arrests | mould the jump scenes together.| roof, provides industry with &£ 
band. Karzas and J, C. Stein of Scree Actors’ Guild seeking | Death scene gets a laugh, as it has| clearing house for its noteworthy 
. t 20 A.M.—Midnite Shows : : : 3 screen Actors multe seeking he 5 
Contiouses tres 8 = : MCA are in New York on the deal. lexecutive clemency for Duncan! the famed actress flopping forward | productions. 
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Wednesday, January 15, 














Broadway 


Ben Bernie due back from Florida. 

Kitty Carlisle in town for brief 
visit. ; 

George White going to Hollywood 
goon. 

Howard Herrick trouping ahead 
of ‘Ghosts.’ 

Jack Pegler has been under the 
weather again. 

Myrtle (Pat) Stein out of hospital 
after throat operation. 

“Alec Moss back from his Carib- 
bean cruise well tanned. 

Heien Hoerle back from road; was 
in advance of Ruth Draper. 

Sophie Rubin, of the Paramount 
theatre staff, ill with a cold, 

Helen Joan has been engaged for 
floor show at Pavillon Royal. 

Madeline Foss, assistant to Paul 
Gulick, away from office, gr’ pe. 

Plenty of dirty parodies around 
on ‘Music Goes Round and Rowand.’ 

Jay Adler appeared over WNEW 
last week on Today’s Problem pro- 
gram. 

Spyros Skouras planning to go to 
Honolulu on his first vacash in 10 
years. 

Ona Munson leaving ‘Ghosts’ after 
this week, Betarice de Neergaara 
replacing. 

Lou Goldberg can be found at his 
office up to around midnight nearly 
every night. 

Eastern story department of 
David Selznick adjoins main offices 
of Pioneer Pictures. 

Press Photographers 
its annual ball at the 
hotel night of Jan. 24. 

Joe (Chickadee) Phillips gets the 





Assn. holds 
Commodore 


next Friars Saturday Nite Boys 
feed, slated for Jan. 18. 
Maurice Bergman shuts off his 





phone at midnight in order to stop| 


calls from pals at late hours. 
Variety Club of Albany is 
ing talent here for its picture 
at the Ten Eyck hotel Feb. 8. 
The Jack MeclInerneys are plan- 
ning a two weeks’ trip to New Or- 


draft- 
ball 


leans and Texas around Feb. 1. 
Willie Harris, treasurer of the 
Henry Miller theatre, amused 


friends with novel birthday cards 
Dr. Leo Michel, Hal Horne, Louie 
and Harry Sool journeyed to New 


Haven for the Lou Sagal serviees. 
Monte Proser’s new deal at the 
French Casino includes a 60% tilt 


on his contract, 
years. 

The Bill (Jerry) Morris, Jrs., 
hosted a shindig Saturday night to 
premiere Ruth Morris’ groom, Bill 
White. 

Paul Robeson stayed in one of the 
apartment houses he owns while in 


New York, prior to departure for 
Europe. 
Claire Carroll, singer on WMCA, 


screen-tested by Paramount; may 
be used in pictures at company’s 
Astoria plant. 

Burlesque houses have refrained 
from trying ‘bank nite’ because the 
boys they play to are the kind that 
tear up seats. 

No successor is being appointed 
to John Monyhan of the advertising 
department at Warner Bros., who 
resigned last week. 

Elks will celebrate 68th anniver- 
sary with dinner at the Commodore 
hotel Feb. 15. under auspices of 
Number One Lodge. 

Preview of ‘Follies’ sets and cos- 
tumes on view at Marie Sterner’s 
galleries, where a Vincente Min- 
nelli exhibit is being held. 

Harry Hansmann of VARIETY’s 
print shop and Frances McLaughlin, 
formerly in legit, tie the knot Sat- 
urday (19), after a six years’ en- 
gagement. 

March of Time celebrated its first 
anniversary yesterday (Tuesday) 
with a preview of its first issue of 
the second year at the Hotel Madi- 
son. Members of the editorial 


Has been there 1% | 


board, Roy E. Larsen, John Martin, | 


acted as 


V.p., 


and Louis de Rochemont 
with Ralnh tolan, 
charge of advertising. 


hosts 





Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


——_ —— 


Tom Mix and Rouben Mamoulian 
vacationing here. 

Ernesto Riestra, local ork direc- 
tor, to New York. 

Joaquin Tarriba, pic dancer 
master, visiting here from Holly- 
wood. 

Government to make series of 
shorts this year of an educational 
and cultural nature. 

Class niteries turned away mobs 
New Year's Eve, although the nick 
was from $6 to $7.50 per. 

Emily Levin, ex-sec 


for Dolores 


in | 


del Rio, here in connection with a | 


player's part in a Mexican produc- 
tion. 


Maria Teresa Montoya, ace junior | 
native dramatic actress, playing lead } 


in ‘Mater Nostra,’ 
ing produced here. 

Produeciones Argos, co-op of pic 
players and technicians and 


Mexican pic be- 


news- 

















London 


Bud Flanagan’s sister dead. 

Beverly Nichols off on a world 
tour, 

Otto Kruger finishing his Elstree 
picture, 

Tex McLeod working in evening 
regalia, 





Frances Day to St. Moritz for the; 


holidays, 

M.G.M. starts 
about May 1. 

Ned Sparks started in film with 
Gordon Harker. 

Alex Korda’s naturalization papers 
take effect soon. 

Kimberly and Page fined for pass- 
ing traffic lights. 

A. A. Milne nas nearly finished 
his first stage revue. 

Siaurice and Vincent 
Australia for 10 weeks. 

Hazel-Mangean and girls expected 
here early'in January. 

David White, Moore and Lewis 
stooge, off to America. 

Fred Cunningham to lead in new 
Stafford indie picture, 

Lea Seidl says she 
musical up her sleeve, 


production here 


off to 


has a new 





Egan, author of ‘The Dominant 
Sex.’ 

Jim Williams, away from mega- 
phoning since talker of ‘White 


Cargo,’ shortly returning to direct- 
ing here. 

‘Everything Is Thunder,’ by J. L. 
Hardy to be filmed by GB, starring 
Constance Bennett and Oscar 
Homolka, 

Charlie Raymond off to Southamp- 
ton to meet his mother-in-law, who 
will be staying with the Raymonds 


} till summer. 


| 
} 


| adapt 





Irene Hentschel directing cycle of | 


Ibsen plays at Cambridge, 

Diamond Brothers off 
Seala, Berlin, for a month, 

Sean O’Casey’s ‘Within the Gates’ 
a smash hit in Stockholm, 

Warners started exvacating for its 
new studios at Teddington. 

Mickey Mouse weekly makes its 
first appearance here Feb. 7. 

Myron, Pear! and Co., at the Savoy 
in February, for a fortnight, 

Sereen Golfing Society has taken 
new 2l-year lease of club grounds. 


to the 


Fred Bernhard grabbing a couple 


of weeks vacation on the Continent. 
Seymour Hicks reviving ‘The Man 
in Dress Clothes’ at Victoria Palace. 
Russell John playing a fortnight 
at the exclusive Blue Train nitery. 
Clarence Elder succeeds John 


Stapleton as studio manager at BIP. 


Bernard Merivale spending vaca- 
tion adapting ‘Bull in a China Shop.’ 

Alban Limpus to present ‘Shoot- 
ing Stars,’ by Walter Ellis, early in 
1936. 

Sophie Tucker's friends here al- 
ready preparing for her arrival in 
June. 

Sydney Carroll staging special 
Children’s Variety Show at Ambas- 
sadors. 

Three Music Hall Boys at the 
ritzy Quaglino’s for a fortnight with 
option. 

Eddie Lang, one of the originals 
of the Gotham Quartet, now a play 
broker. 

Jerry Adler forming his own har- 
monica band, sponsored by brother 
Larry. 

Helen Vinson in town waiting for 
Hubby and co-starring with Clive 
Brook. 

Lew Leslie intends to bring over 
a ‘Blackbirds’ show for the Coliseum 
in August. 

Sydney Burns lining up attrac- 
tions for Scandinavia open air sum- 
mer season. 

trete Mosheim considering ‘Fires 
in May’ as a stage and film vehicle 
for herself. 

Chevalier a b.o. attraction at the 


vearly Arts Ball revel on New 
Year’s Eve. 
Sonnie Hale, Jessie Matthews’ 


husband, turning producer for Gau- 
mont- British. 

Charlie Manny loafing while his 
partner is fulfilling an old panto- 
mime contract. 





Norman Alexander has license to 
‘Comedy of Words’ by Arthur 
Schnitzler for production in Eng- 
land and the U. S. 


Westminster theatre preparing 
‘Professor Mamlock,’ by Friedrich 
Wolf. Play deals with Reichstag 


fire and Jewish boycott, 

Twickenham Films production of 
‘In the Soup’ will have Ralph Lynn, 
Oscar Asche, Judy Gunn and Nel- 
son Keys in leading rcles, 

Lilli Lani, Copenhagen star, here 
getiing plastic facial treatment from 
Sir Henry Gillis. Was in motor 
smash in her own country. 

Theatre Royal, Sheffield, burnt 
down. House was indie owned, with 
Will Dalton the booker. Resident 
pantomime was the attraction. 

Having to stay in London for re- 
take in the Jack Hulbert picture, 
Gina Maio missed héi 
folks in Cincinnati for Christmas. 

Arthur Schwartz, composer of 
music for Cochran’s 1936 revue, 
‘Follow the Sun,’ broadcast a selec- 
tion of the numbers from the show. 

Only stage folk in New Year's 
Honor List are Olga Nethersole and 
Myra Hess (pianist), both awarded 
c. B. E. (Commander of Order of 
British Empire). 


Berlin 


By Claire Trask 


4n%~ +-— hoy 
trip tO «er 





Pau] Kirkland to Stockholm. 

Flea memorial at Zoo, in bronze. 

There are 400 femme journalists 
ia ai. of Reich. 

Circus Dominik Althoff to Ant- 
werp for season. 

Ludwig Manfred Lommel giving 
$400 for poor vaude actors. 

Miliza Korjus, soprano of Berlin 
State Opera, signed by Metro. 

Apollo Nuremberg returning to 
vaudeville, but only for 15 days. 

Aschinger, Berlin Child’s, losing 
heavily, due to bad tourist season. 

Deutsches Theater Munich under 
new management of Director Wolf- 
rum. 


Palucca, German dancer, signed 
for a Scandinavian tour of three 
months. 


‘Last Outpost’ (Par) premiered at 
Gloria Palace, Munich, before com- 
ing to Berlin. 

Kaete Von Nagy now a French 
subject, after marriage to Jacques 
Pattini, her second spouse. 


Therese Renz, 76, on horseback 
again after appendix operation, cur- 
rent with Circus Jacob Busch. 


Brigitte Horney booked for Phoe- 
nix Film Co., London, First picture 
to be “The House of the Spaniard.’ 

A. Bischoff, chief or Terra’s for- 
eign department, back from Rome 
and claiming important bookings for 
Italy. 

Ludwig Trautmann, film actor, 
excluded from trade by Reich’s Film 
Chamber for reasons of ‘unrelia- 
bility.’ 

UFA the only German film com- 
pany having a casting office for new 


talent, directed by an experienced 
; actor, 
‘lt Happened One Night’ (Par) 


Four Franks being contacted for | 
'after 56 days continues in first run 


the next Palladium show. Jack Hyl- 
ton wants them. 

Harry Taft now a fully fledged 
booker, with sole bookings in three 
provincial spots. 

Nova Pilbeam, 
‘Peter Pan,’ off 
tour of the play. 

Paul Lannon, American represen- 
tative 
English stars, here. 

Jean Jacques Bernard has trans- 
lated Harold MRubinstein's ‘The 
House,’ into French. 

Michael Egan’s domestic comedy, 
‘Dominant Sex,’ celebrated a year’s 
straight run Jan. 1. 

Negotiations on for Borrah Min- 
evich to do an all classy music re- 
cital at Queen's Hall. 


after leading in 
on a _ provincial 


of Viola Tree and other | 





t 


(Marmorhaus), in 


German, 


synchronized 


Latest Albers film, ‘Henker, 
Frauen and Soldaten’ (UFA), 
stopper in Vienna, but censor 
changed his mind. 

‘Kraft dureh Freude’ (‘Strength 


Through Joy’) informing that appli- 
eations are useless, all bills com- 


| pleted for months ahead. 


| der’s 
; Schneider 


| turned 


Schaefer's Midgets and Schnei- 
Lion Cireus still in town. 
lost six lions within a 
fortnight through illmess. 

Saxon State theatre, Dresden, has 
the season to good account 
by issuing small booklets of tickets 


; suitable as Santa Claus presents. 


Gilbert Lennox adapting Louis de} 


Wohld’s play ‘Tropenluft’ under} 
' title ‘Storm Center.’ 

‘La Poupee’ revival, in for a 
month at His Majesty's, closed there 
Dec. 28 after one week. 

Jack Whiting turning down pic- 

| ture offers, as he is due home to 


paper folk, has completed its second | 


folklore-scenic, ‘Veracruz.’ 

Most popular current pics are 
‘Klondike’ and ‘Westward Ho’ at the 
Cine Olimpia and ‘Swapped Sweet- 
hearts’ ((‘erman) at the Cine Regis. 


German operetta ‘Pring ee (‘**nY = 
das,’ recen ly shown here in pir 
lorm, now i ice ne it The 
Teatro Liri Cast headed i 


co. 
<=} rs , 4 
peranza Iris. 


| Holborn 


settle up his mother’s estate. 
Myron, Pearl and Co. postponing 
Empire date to February 
due to Myron’s sprained ankle. 
Harry Holman renewing acquaint- 
ance with some of his local friends 
of the ‘good old vaudeville days.’ 
Henry Sherek trving to get 
rights, of 
from the American Theatre Grd. 
Ronald Adam, of the Embass: 
theatre, has a new play by Michael 


lis) 


Eng- | 


‘Love's Not So Simple’ | 


‘Flying Hamburger’ is title of new 
Circus Busch pantomime in Ham- 
burg. Paula Busch also playing in 
Magdeburg at Blumenfeld building. 

“Play Without Title’ is title of 
play just produced at Schleswig. A 
tenacious drama dealing with play- 
wrights and authors of pre-Nazi 
days. 

Jewish member of Allison Troupe 
of risley a ousted through 
the non-Aryan iaw, but 
back 


I obats 
Nuremberg 
in act 


iin London at the Olympia. Has 
been 20 vears with the act. 

Flo Schneeherrver returns to TLon- 
don after spending Xmas in Berlin 
with his two weeks’ old daughter. 
Has just finished camera work for 
i Korda-Benjamino Gigli picture, 
lForget-Me-Not,’ in London. 


now that the troupe is- 


Paris 


By Bob Stern 





Lacy Kastner (UA) to Prague. 

Betty Ann Hagler off to London. 

Peggy Taylor in American hos- 
pital. 

Fred Woodward booked at 
dad nitery. 


Bag- 


| Helena Greaseley breaking into 
French television. 
Charlie Gordon back from New 


York full of projects, 
Young French socialites going in 
for tap-dance lessons. 
Irving Marks returning from win- 
|} ter sports near Vienna, 
| Comedie Francaise voting $540,000 
| budget for itself for 1936. 
| Irene Hilda taking ‘truckin’ 
| sons from Adelaide Hall. 
Marianne Oswald singing at the 
Boeuf sur le Toit for 10 days. ’ 
Bouffes Parisiens dark one night 
due to illnegs of Max Dearly. 
Berthe Bovy presiding at Semaine 
a Paris dinner for Serge Lifar. 
Jean Dupuy and Madame (Petit 
Parisien) sailing for New York. 





les- 


16 at Lord Byron. 
(Jean Barret, news- 


set for Jan, 

Zemaganno 
paperman-trapezist) to London, 

Clotilde and Alexander Sakharoff 
back after four months’ absence. 

Total of 80 radio plays broadcast 
in France in first 10 months of 1935. 

Francis A. Mangan and Clifford 
Fischer having a long telephone 
confab, 

Helena Stars, line from Casino de 
| Paris, doubling at Moulin de la 
Galette. 

Ermitage, 
house 
on stage. 


Champs-Elysees 


the U. S. 
or March. 
Karl Elmendorff, Bayreuth or- 


in Bordeaux. 


York together. 
Francis Carco, poet, 
vaude number. 
M. Godon, 
hotel, sailing 
business trip. 
Lucienne Delforge, 
ing 
Poulet orchestra, 
Gaby Morlay 


manager 
for U. 8S. shortly 


pianist, 


in Vienna to 


to make in Paris. 
‘Peter Ibbetson’ 
‘David Copperfield’ 
Cinema Edouard VII. 
Alexander Korda seeing United 


(Par) to follow 
(MG) at the 


Varietes in revival of Louis Ver- 
neuil comedy, ‘47th Chair.’ 
Doris Niles- and Serge 
dancing at New Years gala of 
Savez-Vous, new newspaper, 
Harry Saltzman, formerly 
Masi’s Trans-Variety agency, now 
with Rottembeurg and Goldin. 
Jean Marguet, tilm critic of Petit 
Parisien and Excelsior, to wed 
Nicole de Rouves, film actress. 
Albert Lambert, oldest player in 
the Comedie Francaise, 
after 50 years in that theatre, 
Authors League and Theatre 
Managers’ Association having 
trouble in renewing their contract. 


Leslie 


Conrad Veidt, passing through, 
seeing his pic ‘Passing of Third 
Floor Back’ (GB) at the Cinema 


Caumartin. 

Andre Randall, Cinda Glenn, Joan 
Warner, Odette de France and 
Peggy Taylor at artists’ party in 
nitery La Patache. 

Meg Lemonnier, former featured 
player in Paramount French films, 
to play in Miehel Duran operetta at 
the Theatre Michel. 

Pierre Wolff complaining that 
screen adapters of his piece ‘Secret 
of Polichinelle’ are not sticking 
close enough to the original. 

Old Studio Diamant, Place St. 
Augustin, closed for three years, re- 
opened with name ‘Cinepolis,’ 
specializing in adventure films. 

Joan Warner breaking with Zelli’s 
Nudistes nitery, to which she was 
|} to lend her name, and opening the 
| Chaland, on rue de Clichy, instead. 

Noel-Noel repeating engagement 
at the A. B. C., batting for Jules 
} Raimu, who is held up by success 
} of ‘Coeonut,’ legit play in which he 
| stars. 
| Blanche’ Montel, dramatic and 
screen actress, will make her oper- 
etia debut in ‘Chicken,’ show by 
} Henri Duvernois and Andre Barde 
at the Nouveautes. 

Despite effort by 





former Prefect 


‘Ghost Goes West’ Paris premier 


film 
going in for class vaude acts 


Chamber of Deputies voting $46,- 


1000 annual subsidy for Opera 
Comique, 
Mistinguett’s announced trip to 


postponed until February 


chestra leader, conducting ‘Tristan’ 


Three pianists; Brailowsky, Sme- 
terlin and Schnabel, sailing for New 


playing at 
the Noctambules, on Left Bank, in 


of Crillon 
on 


play - 
Schumann's concerto with the 


see 
Stephan Zweig about a film she's 


Artists’ Paris crowd while on way 
from St. Moritz to London, 
Gal Morlay to play at the 


of 


retiring 





Hollywood 


Leo Carrillo hunting in Mexicuw. 

Louis S. Lispon has returned to 
Gotham. 

Reginald Owen recuping at Queen 
of Angels. 

Howard Lindsay 
friendships, 

Alfred M. Fritsch associated with 
Doug Tauszig. 

Hidden Valley selected for Leon 
Gordon domicile. 


Tutta Rolf studying steamship 
skeds to Sweden, 

Dave Butler knows all there is t@ 
know about hosses. 

Sally Eilers finishing up at U td 
pack for that trip abroad. 

Joe Brown now has a stable @ 
four nags at Santa Anita. 

Bobby Connolly doing dances foR 
‘The Singing Kid’ at Warners. 

Al de Freitas’ Club Seville now 
open to club members only. 

Olivia de Havilland resting af 
Saratoga, Cal. the home town. 

Paul Draper planed east afte 
washing up in Warners ‘Colleen.’ 

Dick Powell deep in French for 
role in ‘Hearts Divided’ at Warnerg 

John Masefield, England's poet 
laureate, on Coast for lecture tour, 

Office space has been taken by 
Trem Carr in C. King Charney’g 
office. 

Richard Boleslawski reading sto« 
ries for next directorial job at 
Metro. 

Metro has placed Sammy Lee i 
charge of its enlarged Pree es. 
school 

Pals of George O’Brien joined 
actor at feed in Holly Derby—at hig 
expense. 

Marta Eggerth sails end of thig 
month for Paris to appear in Opera 





back renewing 


Comique. 

Jules Shermer has resigned ag 
;exec assistant to Nat Levine at 
Republic. 





of Police Jean Chiappe, Paris city | 


reduce 
used to 


council refusing to 
theatres, which is 
municipal hospitals. 


tax on 
support 


Peace moves opened between 
Comet Francaise and Paul Ray- 
nal author of ‘Unique Napoleon 
who pulled his play en the 
Camedie de ided to put on ‘“Madaine 


{Sans Gene’ first. 


Harold Buckley’s football charley. 
horse returned him temporarily to 
crutches. 

Don Alvarado studying offer to do 
16 weeks of personals in Argentine 
and Brazil, 

Second annual show of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners here gar- 
nered $3,400. 

Simone Simon out of cast of 20th- 


Fox’s ‘Under Two Flags’ for short 
time due to flu. 

June Travis singing instead 
dancing in Warners ‘Gentleman 


from Big Bend.’ 

Leonard Boyd of Warner’s pub- 
licity dept. back in hospital to have 
broken lee reset. 

John Blystone to Frisco seeking 
locations for 20th-Fox’s ‘Public 
Nuisance No. 1,’ which he'll direct. 

After Edward H. Griffith cuts 
‘Next Time We Love’ at Universal, 
he will trek to Manhattan for two 
weeks. 

Yacht Club boys going east for 
engagement at Versailles club after 


winding up at Warners in ‘The 
Singing Kid.’ 
Metro erected its own skating 


rink with hypo-ice to shoot scenes 
of hockey teams in action for ‘Wife 
vs. Secretary.’ 

Wallace Downey, rep of five 
American music publishers in Rio 
de Janeiro, here confabbing with 
Jack Robbins. 

Ida Lupino laid up with tonsilitis. 

Wynn Rocamora has joined Hoff- 
man-Schlager agency to organize 
radio department. 

Harry Vinnicoff directed second 
annual stage and screen show of 
the Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California. 

Vance King has joined publicity 
department of Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences to han- 
dle awards banquets. 

Moe Sackin and Wallace Middle- 
ton have formed an agency. Sackin 
had been producing Spanishers at 
U and Col. 

Leo McCarey better at Guod Sa- 
maritan; David Zukorman, resting 
easy at Cedars of Lebanon, and 
Leonard Boyd, Warners publicist, 
okay at Sawtelle Military hospital. 

Ray Mala has a soccer tear. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 








Mischa Elman played fer Avro 
Microphone. 

Dutch actor, Charles Braakensiek, 
celebrating his 40th year on siage. 

French pianist, Alfred Corto, who 
conducted several times in Holland, 
got high Dutch decoration 

Prineess Julian attended Hague- 
premiere of first Dutch film-thriller 
‘Moonshine Sonata’ at Passage. 

Dutch Préss Combine, comprising 
all the big daily papers, established 
a service-station for advertising. 

Dutch actor and playwright, 
Adolphe Engers, righta for Holland 
of two new plays by Franz Molnar. 

Dutch soprano, Stella Elte, signed 
by Luxemburg Radio to sing nuni- 
bers especially written for her by 
French composer Jean Lenoir. 

Italian conductor, Antonio Votto, 
one of Toscanini’s undersiudies, 
signed to conduct Hague Residence 
orchestra during January. 

Hacue Town Couneil fixed subsidy 


on arts for 1936 at $66,000, of which 
$40.0990 will go for lesidgenee or- 
chestra: $190,000 for {lof tadionor ‘ 
]¢ it company, ind balanse &’ to 
rious others. 


of ; 
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JOHN GILBERT 


John Gilbert, 38, one of the first 
victims of talking pictures, died in 
his Hollywood home, Jan. 9, of a 
heart attack. A pulmotor and adre- 
nalin injections were resorted to 
without avail. He had been ill only 
for a day, and was under the care of 


a nurse when the stroke came. Since | 
his last divorce he had been living | 
alone in his home in the Bel Air | 
district. Marlene Dietrich, who has 

been his companion at nite clubs 

and social engagements, reported | 
that he had been suffering for the | 
past six months, but attributed it | 
to indigestion. He suffered a col- 

lapse about six weeks ago while in | 


. . . ] 
the swimming pool of his home. | 


Gilbert came into prominence al- | 
most overnight for his work in ‘The | 
Big Parade,’ but it was as the op- | 
posite to Greta Garbo that he won | 
a reputaton that still endures. Their 
love scenes were regarded as the 
apex of emotional acting and their | 
joint appearances were invariably 
enormous grossers, 

Then the talk picture. 
Gilbert lacked the microphone voice, 
his natural 
approach to 
the dialog 
him. 


ing 
Liles 


‘ame 
tones recording an 
a falsetto, but it was 
vhich primarily worsted 
Dialog writing had not been 
fully studied and scripters failed to 
realize that the impassioned love 
scenes of the silent pictures became 
silly whe; done into speech. When 
his first 


as 


picture had been finished, 





13 Years Passed Away 
the Memory of Our Beloved 
Father 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 


With 


A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled; 
A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


We miss you dear daddy. 


JACK POWELL AND FAMILY 


h2 begged Metro to destroy it, of- 
fering to do another without salary, 
but it went to the screen and audi- 
erces roared with taughter at the 
flowery language, spoken in a high- 
pitched voice. Gilbert read the hand- 
writing on the wall and dropped 
out for time. He made other 
talking versions in an attempt to 
come back anc at Garbo’s request 
he was given the lead in ‘Queen 
Christina,’ but it was no use. Dia- 
log writing had improved, but he 
was unable to pitch his voice in the 
right key. He also tried direction, 
but Without success. 

f3orn of actor parents, Gilbert 
made his debut when only one-year- 
old, appearing in an Eddie Soy play. 
As he grew older he took up acting 
as his profession, breaking away to 
try his hard at salesmanship. He 
went over to pictures and played 
with varying success until the pro- 
duction of ‘The Big Parade,’ his 
start being made at the Ince studio. 

Among his outstanding hits in 
addition to ‘Parade’ were in ‘He 
Who Gets Slapped,’ ‘The Merry 
Widow,’ ‘Flesh and the Devil,’ ‘A 
Woman of Affairs’ (‘The Green 
Hat’) and ‘Desert Nights.’ 

He was married to Olivia Bur- 
well (1917), and in turn to Leatrice 
Joy (1923), who bore him a daugh- 
ter. to Ina Claire (1929) and to Vir- 
ginia Bruce (same year), who also 
presented him with a daughter, Miss 
Bruce divorced him in 1934. His 
family name was Pringle. His father, 
John Pringle, well known as a stock 
actor, died in 1929, while working 
avs a film extra. 

Cremation following Episcopal 
services in Beverly Hills Jan. 11. 


a 





THEODORE A. METZ 


Theodore August Metz, 87, died in 


the Montefiore hospital, New York, 
Jan. 12. He had been a patient 
there since Dec. 18. He was best 
known as the composer of ‘There'll 
Be a Hot Time in the Old Town 
Tonight,’ the outstanding Spanish- 
American war song, but he was the 
composer of much popular music 
and asserted that the old timer 
‘With All Her Faults I Love Her 
Still’ was taken from an air he had 
composed in Germany 10 years be- 
fore. He was orchestra leader in sev- 
eral theatres and during the days 
of minstrelsy was a popular min- 


sire! leader with Primrose and West, 


ana 
cena 


Reinixvire Heath and others 
‘Hot Time’ was written as a march 


OBITUARIES 


an office in New York. He bought 
| from Joe Hayden a set of lyrics 
ito fit his march and copyrighted 
the whole. It dragged for a couple | 
lof years but came into fame al- | 
most overnight when America went 
to war, 

Metz came to America in 1879 and 
obtained a job in a pharmacy at 


2a week. Stopping into a Williams- 
| burg saloon for a glass of beer, 
he saw a violin on the piano. His | 


|}a week, and he went out of the drug 


National 


1 while on tour, the title being sug- 
| gested by Jim MelIntyve as the train 
| on which they were traveling passed 
a station, Hot Time, at which a 
negro cabin was seen to be afire. 
This was in 1886. Ten years later 
he retired from the road and opened 


‘John Ferguson,’ 


i 
| 


| as 





» 


plaving attracted such a crowd that 
the saloonkeeper offered him $18 
business on the spot. His work 
broyght him steadily upward until 
in 1884 he was leader at the old 
theatre, on the Bowery. 
He shortly went over to the min- 
strels until that began to fail. 

Funeral services held 
(4). 


were Tues- 
day 


ANDRE SENNWALD. 

Andre Sennwald, 28, motion pic- 
ture critic for the. New York Times, 
was killed Jan. 12, by gas poisoning 
in his pent house atop 670 West Enid 
avenue. The initial police 
brought a verdict of death 
poiscning ‘pending further investi- 
zation probably suicidal. An ex- 
plogzion, believed to have been caused 
by a spark from tl electric re- 
frigerator, so completely wrecked 
the place that definite results could 
not be arrived at. It was generally 
believed, however, that he had 
turned on the fumes in the gas stove 


report | 


by gas 


ie 





with the intent to kill himself. He 
had been a sufferer from insomnia, 
and was worried over the threat- 
ened loss of his eyesight through 
irritis. No other reason can be as- 
cribed since the Critic was well 
liked at the office and knew he was 
presently to receive an increase in 
salary. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Yvonne Beaudry, his parents 
and three. brothers. 

Funeral services were held Tues- 
day (14). 


JAMES V. BRYSON 
James V. Bryson, 52, died in Lon- 
don- Dec. 21. He had been a pa- 
tient in University College hospital 
for some time. 
Bryson went to England for Uni- 
versal about 12 years ago and got 











off on the wrong foot by arranging 
for.an escort of Territorials (militia) 
for the film of ‘Phantom of the 
Opera’ from Southampton to Lon- 
don. Men thought film was to be 
used for recruiting propaganda and 
went wild when they learned they 
had hoofed it 100 miles in a press 
stunt. It was released only about 
four years ago, and was then too 
dated to get over. 

Meantime Bryson had reinstated 
himself in the good graces of the 
public and did excellent work. About 
three years ago he was let out by 
Universal and sued the company 
for wrongful dismissal, losing the 
suit. 





WILLIAM MORRIS 

William Morris, 70, stage actor, 
died Jan. 11 of a heart attack in 
Los Angeles. He spent many years 
in legit, his last appearance being 
in ‘Vinegar Tree,’ four years ago. 
His debut was made about 1875 at 
the once famous Boston Museum. 


Surviving are the widow, Etta 
Hawkins Morris, who retired from 


the stage years ago; Chester Mor- 
ris, film actor, two other sons and a 
daughter, 





ARTHUR W. BERG 

Arthur W. Berg, 43, veteran Min- 
neapolis film salesman, died in Rice 
Lake, Wis., from injuries suffered 
in a head-on automobile collision 
while making his territory for the 
local Universal exchange. 

He had been employed by Univer- 





sal for the past ‘six years. Prior 
to that he was a member of the 
RKO sales staff here, having en- 


tered the film business in 1922 after 
returning from overseas. 





ED M. FAVOR 

Edward M. Favor, 80, veteran ac- 
tor in dramatic and vaudeville 
shows, died in Brooklyn Jan. 10 ofa 
complication of diseases, He ap- 
peared as late as ’34 in ‘America, 
| Very Early,’ and in previous years 
he had appeared in 








‘The Lancashire 
Lass,’ ‘Eva the Fifth’ and ‘Man's 
Bstate. He scored his earlier suc- 
cess in musical comedy, notably 
‘1492’ and was popular in vaudeville 
Favor and Sinclair, the latter 
being Edith Sinclair, his wife. He 
stuck to the comedy work until the 
growing years forced him to a more 
staid line of parts in which he ac- 
quitted himself with equal credit. 

He is survived by his widow and 
a daughter Bessie Hazelton Favor. 





AUGUST C. TACKE 
August C, Tacke, 72, 
St. Paul street car, 
by a heart attack. 
Mr. Tacke was at various 
a member of the former St. Paul 
Symphony orchestra, the Metro- 
politan and Orpheum theatre or- 
chestras, and other bands and musi- 
cal organizations of the city. 
Survived by his widow and 
daughters, 


died Jan. 4ina 
when stricken 


times 


two 





WALTER WARE 

Walter Ware, 56, stage and screen 
actor, died Jan. 3 in Hollywood, In 
his early stage career he appeared 
with Joseph Jefferson, Minnie Mad- 
dern Fiske, Lew Fields and Rich- 
ard Mansfield. His last picture 
work was in ‘Captain Blood’ 
and ‘Kind Lady.’ He was native of 
Boston, 


a 


Burial in Hellyweood 


FRANK OTTO 
Frank Otto, 72, died Jan. 9 in St. 
vious Sunday in an automobile col- 
lision, 
Mr. Otto had been connected with 


Finkelstein & Rubin Theatre cor- 
poration for 15 years, retiring in 


1928. 


Survived by his widow and four 





daughters. Burial in Prescott, Wis. 
JOHN B. HARTE 
John B. Harte, 52, died in Ben- 


nington, Vt., January 7. He was the 
owner of two theatres in that city, 
the former Opera House, now known 
as the General Stark theatre and a 
closed house. 

Mr. Harte is survived by his wife 
and five children. 





SAMUEL L, ROTHAFEL 

Samuel L. Rothafel, pioneer ex- 
hibitor of stage presentations in 
connection with the motion pic- 
tures, and one of the most outstand- 
ing figures in the business of mo- 
tion picture exhibition, died in New 
York, Jan. 13. A full report will be 
found in the picture section, 





CATHERINE PURNELL JARRETT 


Catherine Purnell Jarrett, 62, 
former legit actress, died at her 
home in Beechurst, L. L, Jan, 13. 

She is survived by her husband, 
R. T. Jarrett, formerly with the 
Keith office; a daughter, Olga, and 
a son, Hal. 





MARJORIE MORRELL 
Marjorie Morrell, 31, former stage 
dancer, died in Albany, Jan, 8, of 
acute alcoholism, 
She had been a nite club hostess 
since the burlesque company she 
was with stranded there in ’31. 





PHILIP NEWBURY 
Philip Newbury, 72, formerly well 
known in the operatic and concert 
fields, died in Brooklyn, Jan. 13. 
His wife, Emily Spada, died about 
two weeks ago. 





H. C. CANNETTE 


H. C. Cannette, 58, who authored 
the radio serial, ‘Memory Lane,’ and 
many another, died Jan. 10 in Los 
Gatos, Cal, 





HUGH WYNN 
Hugh Wynn, 46, oldest cutter in 
point of service at Metro, died Jan, 
8 in Culver City. 
Widow and two daughters survive. 





Dr. W. J. Hawkins, 70, family 
physician to many in Frisco ex- 
changes and exhibitor personnel, 


died there Jan. 9 from heart failure. 
Survived by widow and son. 





Robert Ginsburg, 
‘Benny’ Ginsburg, operator of the 
Club Mayfair, Hub nitery, died at 
the Beth Israei Hospital, Brookline, 
Mass., Dec. 10. 


68, father of 


Pat J. Kennedy, 80, father of 
Mabel Blondell and Martin and Joe 
Kennedy, died Dec 31 at the family 
home, Knoxville, Tenn. 











ithe 





Paul from injuries suffered the pre- | 


an 


Vaude in Sticks 


(Continued from page 49) 


for 13 days and his hotel rooms had 
cost $7. He had been in bed five 
nights, and the remainder of the 
time was pushing the buggy over 
moonlit prairies hunting the next 
stand, 





On Days ‘Off’ 


On days off the unit band, usually 
seven or eight men, will comb the 
village and play a dance, or a joint 
to pick up nickels. Always claim 
they are union aggregations and 
getting paid scale, but that’s obvi- 
ously out, traveling scale, 
dent scale even, being too heavy to 
carry. 

Contrary to 
the top 
headliner 
week; 


reports of better 
price for any 
is around $450 
teams get $40 to $50; 
novelty single (the most 
call) $35, or $50 if he has a wife and 
kid to carry props, doubling ward- 
robe mistress and errand boy; 
chorus girls range between $15 and 
$22, varying on how many times 
doubling back in specialties. Some 
units get the girls free, with fond 
mamas footing bills so daughter 
may get ‘experience.’ When a call 
out for an act or musician, 
is often called upon ‘to double in 
tires as mechanic.’ which 


wages, so- 
called on 


a 


foes 
he 
hrass and 


is versatility even today. Pay 
per day, a few units considering six 
a complete week. 

Quantities of 
to embark on these 
Double and triple 
mon. Reports on the shows filter 
into the booking office. For in- 
stance, one town reports the comic 
bad. By the time the word gets 
back to the unit it’s in a new town, 
the comic clicking, and maybe the 
dance team gets the freeze. Orders 
are to cancel the comic. The next 
burg has a wire waiting to cancel 
the dance team and bring the comic 
back into the show. As a conse- 
quence, a troupe frequently carries 
as many as three people who 
constantly being hired and fired, 


is 


it takes 
turkey tours. 
trouble com- 


iron nerve 


is 


Then, since contracts read for ‘18 
or more people,’ if there should 
happen to be less people on the 
stage when the local manager 
catches it, he wants to dock. Often, 
too, a show is completely reorgan- 
ized between towns and the balloon 
dancer turns out to be a skating 
act, and the others are equally for- 
eign to the advance stories, 


The Owl Spasm 


Most towns of more than two-day 
stands do four-a-Cay once or twice 
during the date. Some towns start 
with a midnight show just ahead of 
the scheduled opening day. If the 
opening day is three shows, and the 
midnighter doesn’t begin until the 
early morning minutes, manage- 
ments try to call it a four-show day 
and not pay off for the rush to do 
the owl spasm, 

Stranding is not uncommon. An 
eight-girl line was stranded here a 
few months ago and had to polish 
their thumbs to get home to St. 
Louis, 500 miles away. While here 
the manager was flat for money, so 
he made a deal with a hamburger 
joint whereby girls could charge no 
more than five hamburgers and 
three bottles of soda a day apiece, 
which’ he settled for at the end of 
the engagement. Another practice 
is to stick the whole show in hotel 
and cafe and make a run for it. If 
police intervene as happened here, 
the unit boss prostrates himself be- 
fore the law, saying he hasn't 
enough money and it’s a long Jump 
out of town. The hetel is glad to 
get anything, settles for half or a 
third, and the cafe, too. . Another 
way to show a profit. 

Once trunks might have been held 
but limited carrying facilities have 
eliminated any degree of luggage 
today. Wardrobe is seldom taken 
to the hotel and immediately after 
the last show it is loaded into the 
truck, which drives off. The unit, 
if pressed, stalls until it’s on the 
way, If the hotel held their personal 
effects, the individual total would 


; probably be a clean brassiere, tooth- 


brush and some slightly used sox, 
which is no asset. 

Even though cases as described 
spring up, there are a great many 
of the shows which get by honestly, 
even if operation is from hunger. 
it is estimated that about 1,000 per- 
formers are working and living by 


units of this turkey type. This is 
inaking a labor outlet for stage 
hands in more than 240 theatres 


west of the Mississippi, and at the 








convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians in New Or- 


Mother of Anna G. Merrill, former |leans, rules were laid for standby 
RKO booker, died Dec. 3), in North | bands. 
the revival of Belgrade, Maine, 


In a great many towns from 
six to eight men are paid tuii stand- 


or resi- | 


frequent | 


are | 


Bills Next Week 
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Sally Coy 

Don Powell 

John Linghart 

Peggy Stanford 

Helen Lewis 
Club Seville 

Nell Roy 

Billy & B Bemis 


Marcelle LaMaze 
Joey Lee Ore 


Ore 


Sherry's 
2 Keys 
Bud Carter 
Thelma Daniels 
Gypsy Glen 
Loice Whitman 








Carleton Young 


O1 








a.) 


Three Little Pigs 
Leslie Shreckner 
Maude ‘Taylor 
Burnette & Allen 
Nina i 
Faith Carlton 

Guspa Castamagna 
Lou Singer Ore 
Syd Smith 
Smaroff Girls 





7 

Topsy’s ; 

Mini & M DeVal 

Leona Rice 1 

Agnes Johnson ] 
Lois Saunders 

Virginia Dix ; 

George Redman Ore 

Ma 


hs 





Saunders 
CHICAGO 
' 
Sismarck Hotel Edgewater Beach | 
Leonard Keller Ore Hotel 
Blackhawk Dick Hoshi Co 
, i Earle Fortune & P 
Joe Sanders Oro Shirley Lloyd 
Chez Paree Beverly Kirk 
Libby Holman Mansfield & Shuken 
Benny Fields ‘Fuzzy’ Combs 
G & N Roma ff Herbie Kay Ure 
Henry Busse Ore Hi-Hat 
Blackstone Hotel Billy Snyder 
(Maytair Room) Corrine 
Chrysis & Del.aG ; ‘ ameos 
Minor & Root nsonomenty ea 
Anna Fulton Nancy Kelly 
Kavelin Ore Palmer House 
Cont tal R (Empire Room) 
ontinen 00 , 
(Btevens Bietel) Lime 3 , 
; Harald & TLola 
Seymour Simons Or! George A Martin 
College Inn Ae Za) 
pl } * 4 
> »ybie {c a - : noas . 
Bobbi M Lain Bob Mascagno 
Ethel Shutt : Ted Weems Or 
"Outeutens’s Royale Frolics 
Joe Lewis 
Mae Brown Ae hed 
Hal Hixon pet Se 
odin’ Snriia Reed & Mele 
Don E = pig Henri Lishon 
0 nrico 
, PS ty a Jimmy Meo 
ac < - , cress Barbara McDonald 
ee ae Ss Anita Sanchez 
Club Alabam Birdie Dean 
Florinne Manners Terrace Gardens 
Morgan Sis (Hotel Morrison) 
Effie Burton Little Jack Little 
ae gh ad Rosalean & Sevulie 
cae: VRE aee Kings Jesters 
Club Minuet Lyda Sue 
Tul Gerits Tito Coral 
Julia Geri Seg Bee 
Billy Meag! er 2 AE os. Or 
Adelina Dossena ales me He : 
Ryder Sis 885 Club 
Joane Clark Eddie Rickard 
Emily Fisk The Dictators 
Lew Sales Ore Gretchen Lee 
Adelphia Hotel Haves & Lee 
= > Dan Ryan 
3ob oltner : 7 —_ 
aon 9h Mirror Room Girls 
rali-G: 
Olive White Rafters 
J&s © neenin ; Jim Littlefield Ore 
PF arsawska 
Bir Pd ag re Rendezvous 
Evan B Fontaine Jean Egart 
Agnes Tolle Boy Tracy 
Eddie Bonnelly Ore | Burt Sis 
Vineent Rizzo Ore Dolly Parker 
deLima & English | Joe Singer 


Anchorage Inn 
Manny La Porte Or 
Mayo & Sreridan 

Arcadia 
Billy Lossez Ore 
Mario Villani 
Vira Niva 
Paul Gordon 
Josephine & Earl 
Marcella Sharkey 
Marilyn Maynard 

Barclay Hotel 
Sylvan Herman Ore 
Kellevue-Stratford 
Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklio 
Leo Zollo Ore 


Chez . Michaud 
Ted Comer Orc 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Chief Caupolican 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Don & Carita 
Charlie Wilson 
George Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Lorraine Chevalier 
LaMarr & Veola 
Condo & Allen 
Lew Hoffman 
Billie Chester 
Frank Conway's Inn 

(Camden) 
Moe Goldberg 
Gene Sammarco Ore 
Pennsylvania Hotel 
Joe Frasetto Ore 
A & J DiGatano 
Dorothy Bach 
Paul & Viola 
Jean Hamill 
Lee & Borde 
talph Shaver 


Joe Kileoyne 





a 


Joe Ritchie Orc 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel 
Al Davies Orc 
Sansom Honse 
Ludy Van Love Ore 


Silver. Lake Inna 
(Camden) 
Beth CGhallis 
M & B Freeman 
Bobby Del Rio 
Mick Familant Ore 


Town Casino 


Peter Higgins 
Girardo & Nadine 
irene Kaye 
Laninettes 
Howard Lanin Ore 
20th Century Tavern 
Vaughn $ 
Sally Osmon 
Eddie Kinnelly 
Arline 
Bert St Clair 
Harry Adar Ore 
Barney Zeeman Ore 
Walton Roof 
Mickey Alpert 
Kathryn Rand 
Milton Kellem 
Shelmerdene 
Patsy Ogden 
Jackie Young 
Frances McCoy 
A & L Carr 
Penthouse 3 
Weber's Hoefbrau 
(Camden) 
Jored & Marco 
Jack Justin Ore 
Bill Bilger Ore 
Lock & Myers 


Ore - 


lise Hart 
Fred Gruber 
Sidney Golden 





by and are augmented with the unit 





bands if the unit is carrying enough 


band uniforms to tog everybody. 
This type show biz has brought 
flesh back into houses which had 


given it up forever, and has opened 


theatres to 


vaude 


which hitherto 


found the cost prohibitive. 
Lush, as always, is the most fre- 


quent nerve quieter. 


Tor some un- 





known reason, very few of the unit 
managers are reported at season's 
end in asylums. But their insanity 
is lasting, they always bring out 
a show to buck it again next year. 





Lundell 0.0.’s Philly 
Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 


Bill Lundell, of NBC, was in 
Philly last week seeking special 
events for network broadcasts. Par- 
ticularly interested in shows for 
3en Franklin’s (Jan. 17) and Wash- 
ington’s (Feb. 22) birthdays. 

Understood WISI. will pipe couple 
of short wave from  -ocal 


proitis of tisterieal 
- 


shows 
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" into the St. Louis situation. Gor- pany,,and Sam B. Jeffries, local at- |tecum for leases, agreements, con- Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 14. Seine ype sa nt ae 
con beg eee to give corrobo- | torney for WS, an those who si 2 | tracts, film leases, ete., held by Amusement men and musicians i ante tae aanennd tt 
rative testimony, by agreement by|some of the conferences. Dysart| Eden Theatre Co., lessee of Fox | here expect biggest year in history et epee. berg cg geste 
both sides, although Judge Moly-| testified Starr declared WB did not | theatre: the St. Louis Ambassador | rere expect mesest year in msrory | will weigh four tons, be 30 feet long 

r ; ; > | emeatre; . s r|—it's golden jubilee year for Van-|j; Pcie RS am : 
neaux’s rulings were excepted to] propose to be shunted out of St. | ry atre C lease € Ambas- : 5 : 4 in the streamlined style, with a 

ee m : i". nero a ee oe eer mbas- |couver and the city is going the| four-wheel drive. The boys claim 
by Walter L. Rice of government | Louis and would fease, if necessary, ! gor theatre), and the St. Louis- ‘teatt ¢ shalinatt mony mealies our-v e boys 
counsel. theatres here in which to exhibit its Missouri Theatre Co., lessee of the | - « “a celebrations and pageantry |that they have found an angel to 
Hardy Rebuked pics. | tence oy draw tourist yen a tS aes back the construction and hope to 
U. S. Attorney Hardy was re- Repeating previous testimony, | In overruling Wilkinson’s request stan pee — ’ sande have their Gret fling sometime in 
buked by Judge Molyneaux during | Pysart reiterated that former Mayor | Judge Moly . : ae. — “9008 eg eager ype fee 
arguments over admissability of Frederick HB. Kreisma gre reagentee 3 - pt co (Hig, “Re sire Jrorcant bearorageanyp toa — pee 7 alg , mene iS “s angel WES. ae 

“ Ulmer’s testimony when he accused the committee, said at this vebsiehigs | he Saas aweunh 20 be used from poses. ig rin poe ere Serene pro- lis wanted in Salt Lake. A couple 
wood of using same tactics he em-|*"™*t he was tited of listening to} ie abies eae and Sage gram, Wench. includes * daily fiesta of smart showmen could make a 
ployed in criminal case by trying rte gee ig A ane Ne pee at tl not want re be anno ed by ne a reap 4 tes ae Day) until | little mint if the event comes up to 
to confuse court. Judge Molyneaux mended the comamitiee accept 46) as F ye y — +a well on into September. Present expectation. Anyway, angels osha 

: S rede Sethe Snyder bid, which was done | essary delays if some question | plans include outdoor performances | pretty scarce in these parts—espe- 
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as _ Cross-examined by former U. S.| room. Several newspapermen and last attorney to make a statement) indecent exposure and was sen- fact that the show was made up of 

“ Senator Jim Reed, Turley said Par| representatives of trade journals, | to the court, He reiterated his tenced to 30 days in jail in Water- nany the standard cireus aets 
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al Skouras Super-Theatres Corp. has|to exclude them”from his request. | ¥8€d business judgment in selling at Electric park during the Dair: Orrin Davenport was to have die 
been evicted by landlord and dur-| He refused and several of the!its product to a satisfactory and'Cattle Congress, held way last !yecited the ( here again this 
ing subsequent receviership that|muggs appeaied to former judge Prompt paying customer. September, year 4 

















St. Louis Trial 








(Continued from page 4) 


in absence of representatives of 
other defendant corps. 

Point was scored by defense at 
the merning session when Judge 
Molyneaux upheld the objection of 
Frederick H. Wood, WB attorney, 


' Theatres 


preceded reorganization of proper- 
ties. He revealed that between May 
11, 1932, and-July 20, 1933, Central 
Corp., in which he was 
interested with George Skouras, had 
tost $80,000. on the three houses, 
although they paid only $3,550 per 
week rental as against $9,656 orig- 


sel, who came to the rescue and 
informed Judge Molyneaux of the 
situation. The jurist modified his 
order to permit the pencil-slingers 
to remain in courtroom. Other wit- 
nesses had choice of remaining in 
small witness room or cool their 
heels in corridor outside of court- 
room. Most availed themselves of 
the corridor. 


Apparently Hardy’s 
made in reference to charge of 


| 
Prepare A. Reed, one of WB coun- 


move was 








FAIRS IN AGREEMENT 


Seek Freedom from Confliction for 





Salt Lake Seeks Affluent Angel to 
ponsor Speed Race on Salt Flats 





Salt Lake City, Jan. 14, 
As soon as an angel with $15,000 
pops up, don’t be surprised if sev- 


inally paid by the Skouras com- a Exhibs 
to testimony of J. M. Ulmer, Cleve-| pany He said F&M started a price Louis Phillips, of Par counsel, at dial tne todke. 036 tnkaaek eae 
‘ ) y : o : ’ Ryde .~ | conclusion is statemen urs- ; ; 
land tenes 2 allt rage war after obtaining the St. Louis/ g,y (9) lipo 9 44 ae ante ee Man Albany, Jan. 14. | the next year or so in an effort to 
se held with recs anc s Te P ce aes . ; : af a ee a ; : 
ae fh B. G. Gordon at Warners’ rents _ vate eign by wcesgal be clined to do business with Harry A ‘state fair circuit’ to insure | boost Sir Malcolm Campbell's land 
neti Week: office’ ih Augiet, 1988. two feature pictures and stage show Arthur or any of his associates be- against conflicting dates has been] speed record of 301 m.p.h. 


Wood objected on grounds that at 
this time Starr was not serving in 
his capacity as WB exec on a mat- 


for 25c. and 40c. When F&M took 
over the Fox in January, 1934, war 
was stopped. Turley testified 


that | 


cause it knew it was innocent of 
| conspiracy charge and could have 
been indicted only through perjured 


formed as the result of a conference 
in the State Department of Agri- 





| culture. 








That's 
chamber of commerce weekly lunch- 


the talk at all the local 


ter concerning the problem in St the Ambassador, Missouri and New | testimony. In making request that Representatives of three fairs, one | eons. The boosters haven't been 
ter C e > i ot. sine ‘o < — : . } . ‘ . , : ’ ; i 
Louis Judge Molyneaux said he; oe ye ee 7 wets et | witnesses be barred, Hardy told |in New York State and two in-Mas-|eating very well ever since Day- 
nie oa wtal : eos. | prices along with St. ouis, ut}. a Ne ; eee ; , ane : pr SS ee ; . ; 
would listen to Starr’s alleged} se 6 las . ene st ” ny | court he was so doing because testi- | sachusetts, effec ted the agreeme nt. tona Beach, Fla., made public that 
reek a ae Leh | suffered b.o. losses during the war.! ony at former trial was ques- | Represeniatives of the Trenton, N. eer 
statements for purpose of perfecting : : : tate ole on -" atify the |® check for 10 G’s would go to the 
records, in event government ap- Dysart Winds Up tioned. S 1 i ee ee : first dare-devil who goes better 
peals, and for his own guidance} pysart finished his direct testi-| Dysart’s testimony Friday was psae. : ' * : 
bs ’ ‘@ ; in} — oe : . ‘ yerfunctory. He identified himself The tentative schedule follows: |than Sir Malcolm's mark on their 
should subsequent events in trial! mony in abbreviated session held |! a ” New York State Fair, Syracuse 
change his present opinion. | Saturday morning (11). He fol-| and Allen L. Snyder who obtained g ‘£06: Soak Saas a ~ ae speedway. 
J - said he hz en invi a | . att +. ons, | leases on three houses from Bond- | ¢Pt- ©-1¢; /rockton, Mass., Fair, All that is holding up the proceed- 
Ulmer said he had been invited to | |owed ciosely to testimony he gave | : , : Sept. 13-19. Eastern States Expo- |, pone cl 
New York by WB execs to discuss|jn criminal case, relating various | holders’ Protective Committee after |~ i : «© “i sel M ger g : «* ings here is the lttie matter of the 
a Wheeling, W. Va., troubie, and| conferences: held. by bondholders’| foreclosure sale. Hardy ques- 8 a ae egg eg PP 15 grand. The c. of c. boys can 
‘ = ; F ‘ in <6. 2 mm, IN. ‘ air, apt. the wate ao , ’ 
Starr told him he had better accept! eommittee and officers of various | tioned him about proposals sub- agree gir ’ ep easily raise the dough, but aren’t 
Warners’ proposition as there was|defendant companies and others | mitted to corimittee by Snyder, a iditior dea eee conflict! shuffling very energetically until 
no one else to deal with. Ulmer|prior to time committee accepted | Laurence Stern & Co., Chicago, on , : eae we. athe r arc Se “<- ne they hear from speedsters, genuine 
reiterated previous testimony of al-|terms of Allen L. Snyder. Dysart | behalf of Skouras Bros, and vari- |C#*€S, the Program 's mmtendee ~. {and phoney, who are willing to try 


make it easier for exhibitors to ap- 








leged threats made by Starr of|called attention to differences be- | 0US proposals by Warner Bros. All year at the fairs in the three states ete a ee ee 
how his company knew how iv haii- |iween cuniract closed with Snyder | Of these proposals were read to | I . flats located 100 miies from here. 
die situations similar to the one injand others, and said Snyder pro- | court, those of Warners being read Unexpeccedly ihe moOnaay (€) 





St. Louis and had their own means| posal fixed a definite weekly ren- | in their entirety; the others in luncheon was turned into an excit- 
of obtaining possession of proper-j|tal for the three houses, while the | brief. Vancouver to Spend ing affair. The secretary of the club 
ties. lWwB proposition based the rental on | WB's Point ‘ received word from two Los An- 

Wood refused to examine Ulmer, the earnings of the houses, Warner Bros. won a victory, just $250 000 on Jubilee geles speedsters who are planning 
declaring it would be necessary to Questioned by Hardy, Dysart} before Hardy’s request for barring : pulsing ® car that will run 360 
reopen the entire Wheeling diffi- | named Hermann Starr, v.p. of WB; | witnesses, when it protested against miles an hour, The coast, Mercury- 

















To Attract Tourists 






















































































VARIETY Wednesday, January 15, 1936 





























Je announce 


with sincere pride and 





pleasure — that we are 


the exclisive represen-~ 


tatives for  - « 









































ae ~ 99 
2 am 5 hy eer B® wuiashtun 
(ow VY 


THE PARADISE 
York, N. Y. 


New Y. 
Osens bh « SS 10 


HOLLYWOOD 
COUNTRY CLUB 


Hollywood, Florida W 





A 5 ae 10 


CHEZ PAREE 
Chicago, Illinois 














b 
M4; lton wks 3 distinctive style, - lynamis personality ies 


breath- laking pace... laugh Provoking g wit see make heii a NATURAL 
: tee RADIO and SCREEN! ... St. has been acelaimed by press and 


public as the OUTSTANDING YOUNG COMEDIAN IN AMERICA ToDAY/ 
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